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Giving an Account of ch 
Author of theſe N= 
zels, ſome of his other 
Works, and his Per- 
{on. 


—— C—— - - — 


ZE three former of theſe No- 
vels were Printed here fome 
four or froue years fince, and 
j well receiv'd, that the ſcar- 

of them forn cal'd upon 
the | Biok-ſoller op a ſecond” Impreſſion. This 
kind entertainment thereof pit me upon ap en- 

qwiry, what” there _ more, t; the 2 

ind, 


kind, written by the ſame Author, and I have 


made-ajhift to pick-up four, out of ſeveral parts 


of his Works,Printed together, ſince his Death, 
in ſix ſmall Volumes in 129. of which T have 
only this ſhort accompt to give. 


Of the Six, there are only two Volumes in 
Proje ; whereof one, he entitles Le Roman 


Comique, .or The Comical Romance. 7: is 


a deſcription of the Lives of certain Country- 
Comedians, and other people, of ſeveral Con- 
ditions ; but done, with ſuch a natural ſmart- 
neſs, as very few Authors have been ſo happy 
as t& arrive it ; and he does not bring any upon 
the Stage, to whom there happen not ſome very 
pleaſant adventures. To this it may be added, 
that-it 1s written in a ſtyle particular to this 
Author, whoſe inclination to raillery is ſo much 
the more remarkable, in that he could not for- 
bear _it, euen in thoſe relations, wherein he 
was himſelf concern'd. 

I am informd, that, ſome years fince , a 
Perfon of Quality made it his recreation, to 
render part of that divertive Romance into 
Engliſh, tranſlating not only-the Work, but 
alſo. the Scene, out of France into England - 
and no_doubt but the deſign would have taken 
mnfinitely well, had it been profecuted. But ere 
he had compleated his Work the .$ cene of our 
Engliſh Aﬀan S Was miraculouſly chgng d from 
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The Preface 

Anarchy toMonarchy,and that Perſon being | ial 
ly engag din the Tranſattions happening upon his 
Majeſties happy Reſtauration, there was ſuch a 
feop put to what be bad done therein, that it 
hath remain d imperfett ever ſince : whence it 
may well be gheſsd, there is ſomewhat in it ſo 
far Tranſcending ordinary Tranſlation, that no 
other Hand durſt attempt it. © hy 


Out of this Romance, whereof there are now 
two parts extant in French, 7have taken three 
of the Newly-printed Novels ; to wit, 


The Judg in his own Cauſe ; 
The Rival-Brothers ; and 
The Inviſible Miſtreſs. 


Tis a thotſand pitties, that the Author 
hath, prevented by Death, left the Work im- 
perfett ; fo that we are, and ever ſhall be, at 
a loſs, to know, what period he might bring ſo 
many noble Adventures to. Had he compleated 
zt, we ſhould have found,whether he could have 
given his Principal Heroe a more honoarable 
Exit, than to _ zt, on a Giblet, at Pontoule, 
as he was wont to ſay himſelf, and may be 
ſeen in a Dedicatory of his to the Abbot 
Menagius , and Monfieur Sarrazin, before a 
little Piece in Verſe, entituled, A true Relation 
of what happened between the Poets and 

A 3 tlie 


The Preface. 


the Deſtinies , upon the - Death of 
Monkeur de Voiture. 


His other Works, in Proſe, are only theſe 
NOVELS, awdſomeLETTERS, which 


being but few, and thoſe ſo particular about his 

own, Occaſions and neceſſities, they will not be 

much worth the Tranſlation into Engliſh. A- 

mong theſe was found the Novel ; to wit, 
The Chaſtiſement of Avarice. 


All the reſt of his Works are Poetry, is 


four Volumes ; two, of Playes, Fragments of 


Playes, Epiſtles, &c. One, of Poems, upon 
ſeveral occafions ; and the laſt, containing eight 
Books of the X#neids, in Burleſque, under the 
title of Le Virgile Traveſly ; 7» which kind 


of Writing lay his cheifeſt excellency : but all 


rogether may juſtly ſecure him the title of 
the ſmarteft, and moſt pleaſant Writer of 
this laſt Age. 


As to his Perſon, the Accompt we have to 
ive of it, is derivd partly from what he 
hath deliver'd himſelf, and partly from the 
Charatter given him by his Friends. What 
we have from himſelf happen'd upon this oc- 
cafion. The fore-mentioned Piece. dedicated 
to Menagius and Sarrazin, being in the Preſs, 
there chauC'd to be ſome vacantPages,whereupcy 
the Bookſeller intreating Monſieur Scarron 
20 bethink himl(elf of ſome thing to fill them up, 
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The Preface. 


( for the humour of doing it wjth Catalogues of 
other Books, it ſeems, was not much in vogue 
in France) he gave him the enſuing Deſcription 
of himſelf, at the beginning whereof , there 
was a Braſs:cut, wherein he was repreſented 
fitting in a great Chair, with bis back towards 
the Beholders, and five Women on the one ſide, 
aud four on the other, as it were to repreſent 
the nine Muſes. I ſhall here give the ſaid De- 
cription, juſt as if I had the ſame occaſion to 
to do it as my Author had. 
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TO THE 


READER 


Who never ſaw me. 


Eader, who never ſaw'st me, and haply 
are not much troubled at it, out of con- 
ceit, that there is little to be gotten by 
fraht of ſuch a Perſon as I am, know , 


that for my part, TI ſhould have been as in- © 


different, as thou art, whether T were ſeen by 
thee or not,if I had not been inform'd, that fome 
very ingenious Perſons, makemy miſery their 


ſport, and give a deſcription of me quite difjer- 


ent from what 1 am. Some ſays, that, if 1 
could be capable of any motion, it would 
not be much unlike that of thoſe ex- 
emplary Cripples, who go on their Hands 
and Britch ; others affirm I have no Thighs, 
and that, being ſet ona Table in a Box, pur- 
poſely made for me, I there fall a prating 
like an oneeyd Parrat, : And others yet 
are ſo pleaſant , as to ſay, that , my Hat 
being ty'd to the end of a Cord, which runs 

through 
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The Preface. " 


"_ a Pully faſtewd to the Roof of my 


Chamber, 1, having the other end of the ſaid 
\ Cords in my hands ( which it ſeems I muſt 
| not be able to lift up to my head) make a ſhift, 
to raiſe up, and let it fall, to ſalute thoſe who 


| come to viſit me. 


FT conceive my ſelf therefore obligd in 
| conſcience, to give a check to theſe calum- 
| nies, that the World may at length be unde. 
: ceid, and to that end, have caugd the 
' Plate, which thou maiſt ſee at the beginning 
| of this Preface, to be graven. 1 doubt not , 
| Reader , but thou wilt grumble, ( for grume 
bling is very naturall to all Readers, and I 
| am ancliwd to it ” ſelf, as well as others, 
when I am a Reader ) thou wilt grumble, I 


| fay, and quarrel at me, that thou haſt not a 


| fight of my fore-part. To ſatisfie thee , 
| know , that it 1s not out of any irreverence, 
| or want of civility, that 1 turn my backsfide 
| to the Company, but for this reaſon, that the 
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| Comvexity of my back is fitter to receive an 
| inſcription , than the concavity of my Breaſt , 
which is over-ſhadow”d by the pendency of 
| my Head, and that by that fide, as well as 
the other, a Man may take a ſurvey of the 
Site, or rather, the irregular platform of 
Perſon, Without any imagiuation , that th 
| MWorle 
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World ſhould think it ſelf oblig'd by ſuch a 
Preſent ( for, by the Nine Gentle-Laſſes that” 


ſtand about me , 1 never hopd my Head | 


would ever berome the Original of a Me- 
dal) F would have had my Pitture drawn , 


if any Painter durſf have attempted it , 


For want of that , take this account of my 
Perſon. 


. Z am ſomewhat above thirty yeas of age , 
as thou maiſt. ſee by the back/of my char. 
if F live to forty , I ſhall make a great 
addition of miſeries ,. to thoſe I have ak 
xeady” ſuffer d within theſe eight or nie 
Fears. I was of a' paſſable ſtature , though 
Somewhat below the middle fize ; but my 
diſeaſes have ſhortned it by a 1% and bet- 
rer. My head is ſomewhat of the biggeſt, 
confidering my ſtature. My face is pretty 
full and plump, compard to the Skele- 
ton I am thence downwards. I am ſo well 
furniſthd with hair , that 1 need wear no 
Permig , and" much of it is turn'd grey, 
in ſpight of the Proverb. My fight is 
good enough , though my eyes ſomewhat 


larger than they ſhould be : they ate blew, 
and one of them more ſunk intv my head 
than the other. My noſe ſtands well enough. 
My teeth , ſometimes ſo many Pearls , are 
. now 
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The Preface. 
ow of a” colour between black and blew. 
T have loſt oze hand, a half one on the left ſide; 
and two aud a half on the right, -and F have 
two a little broken. My legs and" thighs 
made- at firſt-an obtuſe, then an equal , and. 


_ at laſt, an acute Angle. My thighs and my body 


making another , and my Flead hanging down 
over my breaſt, 1 am a certain repreſentative 
or Hieroglyphick of 1he Letter Z. - My arms 
are contratted as well as my legs, and my fin- 
gers as. well as my arms. In a word , T'am 
a certain coutrattion- or Epitome of humane 


miſery. 


Thus much as to my figure ; and fince 
{ am ſo far in my way, 1 will give thee 
a (light touch of my. humour. "Tis more 
than 1 promisd-; but , to deal freely with 
thee, Reader, take notice, that this Preface 
is deſigd only to ſwell the Book ', © upon 
the importunity of the 'Seller, - whoſe fear it 
was , he ſhould not | ſave himſelf by the Im- 


preſſion.” Were it not for that, it would be 


to as little purpoſe as many others are. But 
this is not the firſt time, that ſome people 


ſhew themſelves Fools, out of compliance with 


others, beſides the fooleries they are guilty of 


#pon- their own account. 
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The Preface. 

As to my humour then ; I am to confeſs » 
that I am ſomewhat cholerick , a lover of 
good meat , and inclind to ſloth. TI often | 
call my Man Fool or Coxcomb , and pre- 
Sently after, Sir, and Monfieur. I hate no 
body ; God grant others hque the ſame kind- 
neſs for me. I am very glad when I have | 
money, and would be much more , if 1 had 
my health. IT am merry enough in Company , 
and not much aſatisfid , when I am alone. 
£ endure my miſeries patiently enough. 
And now I think my Preface is long enough, | 
and that it is time I ſhould make an end 
mt. 


So for the Author's deſcription of him- 
Self upon the occafion before mentioned. What 
we have from his friends is before his Virgil 
SY; conſiſting of certain Papers of 
Perſes before that Piece, whereof ſome being 
2# French ſome in Latin, we ſhall cull out 
only the Latin Copies, as more particularly 
deſcribing his Perſon and Indiſpofitions. 
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In Gallicam Scarronis Enei- 
dem ludicro carmne [criptam. 


Ebile Scarronis corpus , contrattaque 
membra, 
Indomitus vexat nocte dicque dolor. 
Hinc caput obliqua protium cervice fatiſcit; 
Nec licet obtutus tollere ad aſtra ſuos: 
Utque manus premit innocuas cruciatque 
chiragra, 
Sic ſecat unmetitos ſieva podagra pedes: 
Er male nodoſos macies depaſcitur artus, 
Tabidaque areſcenis vix teget olla catis: 
Torqueris levius volvendo, Silyphe, ſaxo ; 
Quique renaſcenti pectore paſcis avetn. 
Et tamen in mediis ridere doloribus audet; 
Nec miſerum [ti deſcruere joct. 
Ridiculum Aneam, Troas,Dariaoſq;; facerus, 
Infolita Gallis arte, Poeta facit. 
ObleRant animos, non jam naufragia terrent 
Itala que finxir, Vate Marone, Clio, 
Feſtive ventique ruunt, atq ; xquora verſant, 
Jucunde Phrygias & quatit unda rates. 
Et ſupples precibus ſuperos dicacibus orat 
B 5 Naufragus, 
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| Naufragus, & grato cum fale nauta perit. 
Nec-flenda -ingentis modo ſunt incendia 
Trojz ; 
Hrc poſlint Priamo fic placuiſle ſeni. 
Ipfa quoque in Teucros joculares concipit 
... ras 
* Altiſfoni conjux, Juno, ſororque Jovis. 
Tam bene qui ludit, dum toto corpore, lan- 
guens, 
Deficit innumeris obruiturque malis 2 
Vel certe humana Peus eſt ſub imagine 
Scarro, 
Ingento pollet vel propiore Det. 
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_ In Fneida Mimicam © jo= 
| -roſam Pauli Scarrons. 
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B Orpore Scarro xger, ſed cui ridere de- 
corum 
! Phoebus, Amor, Charites, & Venus ipſa 

| dedit. | 


Gratum opus urbanis , Urbanze Aneidos 


Autor, 
Tranſtulit in lepzdos Arma Vurumque 


- Jocos, 


Atticus Secundus. 
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C| puntum omne tulit, qui miſcuit uti 
x) cons. 
Ludendo ſcritens ſcrio quid meruit ? 
Virgtli miranda legens ridere jubetur ; 
Hoe debet, Scarro, Gallica Muſa, tibi. 
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Gentleman of Granada , whoſe 
true name TI ſhall forbear to dif- 
cover, and on whom I will beſtow 
that of Don Pedro of Caſteel, Arga- 
gon , and Toledo , or what you 
pleaſe, ſince that a glorious name 


In a Romance goſts no more than another, (which 


is haply the reaſon that the Spaniards, not content 
with their own, ever give themſelves of the moſt 
illuſtrious, nay hardly fit down with one : ) this 
Gentleman, I ſay, (now Don Pedro) being atriv'd 
at the twentieth year of his age, loſt both Father 
and Mother, and by. their death came to a very 

Bg great 


2 The Fruitlefs Precaution. Nov.riY* 
great eſtate: all which hapning tothe ſame per-} 
for contribures-very-mnch--to his miſcarriage if ? 
he be born a foo], but, if nature hath been more 
indulgent*to him, puts him tmto”a capacity of 
Improving himſelf to ſore efteem'in the world. 
During the year of his mourning, he very pru- 
dently wear'd himſelf from moſt part of the 
divertiſment , which perſons of his age are or- 
dinafily addicted to, and buſied himſelf in looking 
into the poſture of his eſtate, and putting his affairs 
mto a good order. He was a very graceful perſon, 
of an excellent wit, and behav'd himſelf, in his 
youth, witha prudence and conduct ſich as might 
have become gray hairs.There was not in Granada 
any Lady who.would not. $ladly have had him to 
her husband, ror any Father fo prepoſſeſs'd with 
the deſerts-of his daughter, as not to wiſh him his 
Son-in-law. Of the Beauties in Granada, which 
ſtood in competition for the Monarchy of hearts, 
one. only there was able to captivate that of Dor 
Pearo.Her name was Seraphina,Beautifull indeed as 
a deraphin, young, rich, well deſcended, and, in- a 
word, though of a fortune ſomewhat below that 
of Dex Pedro's, yet a perſon as well accompliſyd 
to make a wife, as he a husband. He made no que- 
ſtion, but that upon the firſt propoſal of marriage 
made to her Friends,he ſhould obtainthetr conſent 
ro becom her Servant : but he choſe rather to gain 
her by hjs own worth and deſert, than their com-, 
pliance, and refolyd to court her with all the 
paſſion, ſubmiſſions, and ſervices imaginable, ſo to 
make a conqueſt of her heart, before he became 
Foſleſſor of her perſon. © 
His deſien was noble, and might 'accordingly 
have prov'd more ſucceſsfull, if Fortune, who-is 
= | many 


"We v:1. The FruitleſS Precaution. 3 
many: times, maliciouſly pleas'd to diſturb things 


manag'd with the greateſt conduct and circumſpe- 
ion, had not raisd him a Rival, who- was be- 


n- 


come Maſter of the place : he would have taken, 


while he was but yet making his firſt approaches. 
His name we have here little to do with, he was 
muchabout the age of Don Pedro,prehaps as lovely 


as he, and without doubt much more beloy?d. 
It was not long ere .Do Pedro perceiv'd he had 
a Competitor, and was not much troubled at it, as 


having the advantage of him in point of eſtate. He 
-was at the charge of Muſick 1n the ſtreet where his 
Miſtreſs liv*d ; his Rival had the pleaſure of it in 
her Chamber,and happily receiv*d more than ordi- 


nary kindneſs from her while poor Don Pearo's, 
teeth ſhatter*d in his head. Atlaithe grew weary 
of hunting the bats, I mean, of the charge and 
inconventencies of thar-kind of Courtſhi P, without 
making any progreſs in his buſineſs : Yet fo as this 
111 ſucceſs caugd not any remillion of his Love, bur 
only made him quiet the defign he had to be too 
prodigal of his addrelles to his Miſtreſs, before he 
had obtain'd her of her Friends. He therefore went 
and demanded her of them,and they very liberally 
gave'their conſent he ſhould have her , without 
ever adviſing with, or communicating the buſineſs 
to their daughter; out of an excei5of joy to be in- 
treated, to' do what they earneſtiy deiird and in- 
deed durithardly hope. They ſoon after acquain- 


.'ted Ser aphma with the good. fortune that came to 


court her, and prepard her to entertain the ad- 
drettes of Don + Pedro, and, within a few dayes, to 
marry him.” The news, which ſhe ſhould have re- 
ceiv'd with } Joy wais'd mn her no timall diſturbance; 
inſomuch, thar, not able to {mother the loſs ſhe 

was 
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was at, ſhe hardly made a ſhift to conceal the oc. 
caſjon thereof from chem, by perſwading them it 
proceeded from the affliction, it would be to her, 
co part with thoſe, for whom ſhe had ſo dutiful 
an atteftion. She acted her part ſo handſomely, 
that our of pure tenderneſs, the old people cou d 
not forbear tears,nor commending the good nature 
of their daughter. She uſed all the entreaties ſhe 
. conld to perſwadethem to put of the marriage for 
four or five manths, repreſenting to them that the 
decay ofher health was viſible in her countenance ; 
and preſling,that, if ever ſhe married, it might not 
be till ſhe had recovered her perfect healch, to the 
end ſhe might be in a better diſpoſition to \ pleaſe 
her husband, leſt he might take any occaſionto be 
diflatisf*d with her, in the dawning of their mar. 
riage, and repent of his choice. 

Now whereas it was indeed true, that for ſome 
time before ſhe ſeem'd not to have her health as 
ſhe was wont, her Friends were well fatisfPd with 
what ſhe had ſaid to them,and gave an account of 
it to Don Pedro, who alſo had nothing-to except 
againlt it, as conceiving it argu'd the diſcretion of 
bis Miſtreſs. Nev ertheleſs, they thought it not 
amiſs to put things in order, as to the contract of 
marriage, and the ſettlement to be made _ 
upon. 

But though things were brought to this paſs, 

the amorous Don Pedro omitted not any of thoſe 
Expreſſions of Gallantry and Courtſhip, expected 
in the carryingon of a Match with content of all 
parties. He ſert his Miſtreſs many preſents, and 
writ to her every day. She on the other ſide, re- 
turnd him ſuch anſwers as were at leaſt very civil, 


though they betray*d muchlels of paſlion, than was 
viſible 
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viſible in his Letters. But ſhe wonld not by any 
means be ſeen in the day time, excuſing herſelf by 
reaſon of her indiſpoſition;nay in the evenings was 
ſeldom ſeen at her window, which raisd in Der 
Pedro a great admiration of her reſerv*dneſs. He 
was better conceited of his own worth than any 
way to queſtion the ſucceſs of his applications, or 
doubt his being deeply in the favour of his Mi. 
ſtreſs, when he ſhould be berter known to her than 
he was, even though ſhe might have had an aver- 


fion for him before ſhe knew him. 


His attairs hitherto went on ſmoothly without 
any rub;but,on a ſigdden,it happer?d that he could 


-Not get a ſight of his Miltreſsin tour or hve dayes, 
He was extreamly troubled atit,or ar leaſt preten- 


ded it : he writ verſes upon thar occaſi ON, OT, It 
may be hired, or bought {ome, and cau&d themro 
be ſung under her window : but notwithſtanding 
theſe great atrempts of a molt paſſionate Lover, 
all he could do was to ſpeak with one of the 
Chamber-maids, who told him, that his Miſtreſs 
was much ſicker than ſhe had been. His Poetick 
vein \welPd at this account of her, or, if not his, 
thar of his merc2nary Poet mult brearh and bleed 
tor it : for could never be truly infornvd whether 
he himſelf bad any gift in rhiming. Hayng got 
what he had, ſt to tome do!eful rune, and loaden 
belides his oitentive and defentive Arms, with a 
Guitarrh, (whici I am apt to be:1eve was rhe belt 
the City could atlord) he tcok his way very boiſte- 
rouſly towards his Miſtrei#s, either to move her 
to compaſſion, or to ſet tie dogs thereabouts a 
barking. *Tis not un'ike!y he ſhouid have done one 
pf the ewo or both tog: ther,and yet it ſo happend 


he d {;d 3eit! TT. 
Being 
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Being come within fifty paces ſhort of the bleſ(-. Þ Jr, 
ſed manſion of his Divinity, he perceives the door } fa 
open and a woman coming out, who ſeenvd Þ} fic 
much like his almoſt-inviſible Angel. He could | w; 
not imagine what -ſhould oblige a Woman, all | kr 
alone, and at ſuch a rime of the night, to enter,of A 
ſet purpoſe, into a great deſolate.: building, de- -} w: 
. ſtroy*d not long before bya fire that had happer?d. |} cr 
To find out what the matter ſhould be, he walk*'d | ill 
round about thoſe ruines, into which there were | th 
ſeveral wayes to get in, ſo, with as much convent- | at 
ence as he could, to get near the perſon whom he | $1 
had follow'din thither. It came into his imaginati- | hi 
on, that it might be his Miſtreſs who had appointed 
his Rival a meeting in that ſtrange place, as not 
daring to be ſeen at her houſe,and haply unwilling 
to have any third perſon privy toan action,which | 
It concern'd him ſo much to be kept ſecret; andif 
what he did as yet bur only ſuſpect, ſhould prove 
true, his inviolable reſolution was to be the death 
of his Rival, and to be reveng'd of Seraphina, by 
loading her with the greateſt reproaches he could 
think on. He thereupon crawPdalong with as little 
noiſe as he could, till he came to a place whence 
he ſaw her(for it was ſhe)fſitting upon the ground, 
bemoaning her ſelf,as a perſon ready to giveup the 
ghoſt, or what fi onifies little leſs ( to give It you 
in a word) in Labour, and with inexpreſſible pain, 
upon the delivery of a little creature,in the making 
whereof ſhe had haply takena great deal of plea- 
ſure. She no ſooner ſaw her ſelf disburthen'd, but 
deriving ſtrength from her courage, ſhe return'd 
the ſame way ſhe came, without taking any further 
thought, what ſhould become of the Child ſhe had 
brought into the worid. 
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I leave you to:judge what aſtoniſhment Dor Pe- 
dro was in at this ſtrange accident. Now was he 
ſatisfed what was the true cauſe of his Miſtreſ&s 
ſickneſs : he was a little frighted at the danger he 
was likely to have fallen into, and made his ac- 
knowledgement to Heaven, that he had eſcapdir. 
And being of a noble and generous diſpoſition, he 


- would nor be reveng'd of one that had pur ſucha 


treacherous trick u pon him, tothe diſhonour:ofan 
i{luſtrious Family, nor in his juſt reſentment ſuffer 
the inocent little creature to periſh, which he ſaw 
at his feet expos'd to themercy of the tirſt Dog or 
Swine that had come that way. He took it up in 
his handkerchief, for want of :ſomething elſe to 
wrap it in, and, With as much haſte as he could, 
went to a Midwife of his acquaintance, .to whoſe 
care he recommended the Child he put into'her 
hands, and gave her mony. to buy all things ne- 
ceſſary for it. The. Midwife, well paid, did whar 
might have been expected from-her, inſomiich that 
the very next day , the Child was pur out to 
nurſe Chrniſtned, and (i (proving a Gur ) named 
Laura. | 
In the. interim, Don Pedro went to ſee a certain 
Kinſwoman of his, one inwhom he repogd ve 
much confidence :.he told her that he had charg'd 
the deſign he' had:of marrying ſo young into that 
of travelling, entreated her to take upon her the 
management of his eſtate,and to entertain intoher 
boulſe a lictle Girl, whom: he made her believe 
was his own, to be very liberal in what concernd 
her education, and, for certain reaſons, which ſhe 
ſhould one day know, as ſoon as ſhe were three 
years old;to putherjnto a Nunnery and above all 
things, to take order that ſhe ſhould have no ac- 
| __ quaintance 


| 
| 
| 


quaintance with the things of this world. -He gave 
his kinſwomen Letters of Attorney, and what elſe 
was neceſſary for her managment of his eſtate, 
furniſh*d himſelf with mony and Jewels ; got a 
truſty ſervant ; and; before he left Granada, writ a 
Letter to Seraphina. She receiv'd it much about 
the time that ſhe was acquainting her Friends, that 
her ſickneſs would not any longer delay her mar- 
Triage : but Don Pedro's Letter, wherein he diſco- 
verd what he knew of her condition, filFd her 


with other thoughts. And thoſe were wholly di-. 


reted towards God; inſomuch thar, not long af- 
ter, ſhe went into a. Nunnery, never to come out 
again, it being not in the power of her Friends, 
With all their entreaties and tears, to divert her 
from that reſolution, which they thought ſo much 
the more ſtrange,the more they were to ſeek what 
the motives of it ſhould be. | 

- But we will leave them bewailing cheir daugh+ 
ter, now turn'd Nun: Her,on the other ſide,bewail- 


ing her own miſcarriage ; the little Laura growmeg | 


up,and blooming forth;and ovettake Don Pedro up- 
on his way to Sewl, not able to divert his thoughts 
from running upan the adventure that had hap- 
pen'd to him, and thereupon entertaining a cruel 
averſion againſt marriage after his having ſo great 
a deſire to taſte of it. All the women he meets he is 
frightned at,and withoutany reflectionthat,as well 
asmen,there are ſome good,ſome bad among them 
he concludes with himſelf, that a man muſt ever be 
diſtruſtfull of them, and mach more of thoſe who 
pretend. to wit, than the ſimple being apt enough 
to embrace their opinion, who hold-that a Woman 
knows more than ſhe ought, if ſhe knows any 
thing beyond what belongs to Houſe-keeping,and 
the bringing up of her Children. Efih- 
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he enters Sewil, and went to the houſe of Dez; 
Zohn — (His name is quite out of my head) 
a rich man, and a perſon of quality, who was nor 
only his Kinſman, but much his Friend, and ſo 
kind as that he would not futter him to lodge an 
where elſe, The pleaſantneſs of Sew raiſed in him 
an inclination to make a longer itay there then he 
thonght to have done : which his Couſin Der Fohn 
perceiving , and wiſhing his divertiſemert yet 
greater thanit was,ſpent ſome timein ſhewinghim 
whatever that place aftorded that were any thing 
rare or Conſiderable. 

One day, as they were riding through one of the 
principal Streets of the City, they faw, in a Coach 
that went into a great perſons houſe, a young La- 
dy, babited like a Widow, but ſo handſom, fo 
attractive , that Dow Pedro was furpriz'd at her 
beauty, and made Dor Fohn laugh to hear the ex- 


_ clamation and oaths he made, that he had never 


ſeen any thing comparable to her in his Life. 
This angelical Widow reconciled to his favour all 
thoſe of the female Sex, whom Seraphina had 
made abominable in his apprehengon. He in- 
treated Don Fohn to ride once more through the 
ſame Street, and acknowledg*d to him,that ever ſo 
little more ſight of her had really wounded him. 
« *Tis more than needed, replzed Don Fobn; for, if I 
« am not much miſtaken, you are fo far wounded 
*-as requires ſome remedy. Ah, Couſin, ſays Dow 
« Pedro to him, Ithink I may confidently tell you, 
** that I ſhould eſteem my felf very happy, might 
* I paſs away my days with ſo excellent a perſon. 
* Nay, if you take that courſe, replyes Dez Fohn, 
* and make ſuch haſt as you do, you may ſoon 


* come 


er EG aa 
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_ < come to your journeys end,and be maſter of the] - 


 E motions to change her condition. Burt a perſon}; 


* acquainther with your inclinations, and Iam the} x 


"I—m—_—_ ory 


< happineſs you : propoſe to. your ſelf Not buty 


* that ſuch an enterprize muſt needs be difficult, 


* Elvira 1s a perſon of quality, and very rich, he 

«. beauty is ſuch as you have obſervd it,her vertne} 
* not inferiour, and for the ſpace of two yearsh 
*.that ſhe had been a Widow, the wealthieit-for- 
* tunes in Andaluzia have not raiſed in her any. 


» 
E 
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*.of your endowments and excellencies may Con-ja 
< quer that which: others have not been able to{l; 
& ſtand againſt. She is a Kinſwoman of my Waves, 
* and I ſometimes viſit her. I ſhall, if you pleaſe, 


t 
* more apt to hope my negotiation - may prove} f 
© eftectual, in regard I have the honour to ſee her} e 
* 1n her Balcony which is over againſt us, a favour] t 
*© not ordinary from a Lady fo reſerv'd, fince ſhe| | 
* mightas well ſhut up her own jealouſies and her | | 
* windows together, and ſo make usbe laugh'd at | ] 
* after all our gallantry. o 11 
With which words both. the Cavaliers made | , 
each of them an obeiſance to the Spaniſh Lady, | 
which it coſt them no ſmall pains to acquit them- | | 
ſelves well of. - But particularly Don Pedro did bis | 
with ſuch contorſion and violence to his Whole bo- 
dy; that a little more he had injurd his reins. The | 
Lady in the Balcony returrd them one not much 
to be found fault with, which engag'd Dor Pedro 
and his companion to revy it with two others, 


But ſeeing the Sun from th* Balcony was gone, 1] 
They thought it full time to depart, | 

One 2went away well, and as ſound as a Bell, | 

But the. other as ſtruck to the heart. 

| ; | & Ah 
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f the} * 4h ! Conſe, ſays Don Pedro ro Don John, what 


" butprobability xs there that a Stranger ſhould Storm a heart 
CUlt;hat has ſtood out the aſſaults of all the beſt and nobleft 


he 


hampions as to Quality and Deſert that Sevil affords * 


reneÞBur, continued he, /mce the little hope I bave of 0b- 


ears 
for- 
any 
rſon 
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ves, 
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raining her farvour us enough to occaſion my death, it 
will come but all to one, if I hazard my Life upon her 
denials and diſdains. Let me therefore, dear Couſin, 
intreat you to ſpeak to her, as ſoon as poſſibly you cans 


land preſs not to her ſo much the greatneſs of my Lua- 


lity or Eſtate, as the wvidence of my Paſſion. 


Don Pedro was ſo over head and ears in Love, 
that he could not ſpeak of any thing elſe, in 
ſo much, that his Couſin perceiv*d the great- 
eſt kindneſs he could do him, was to ſpeak with 
the ſooneſt to Elvira. He did it, and that with 
good ſucceſs. The fair Widow entertaurd 10 
kindly the Propoſition he made on the behalf of 
his Friend, that ſhe diſcovered rather a fatis- 


| faſtion, than any diſpleaſire therear. But, in 


Anſwer thereto, ſhe told him, that having made 
a Vow ſhe would not hear of any Addreſles in or- 
der to a ſecond Marriage, till three years were 
expired after her former Husband's death,no con- 
ſideration in the World ſhould prevail with her to 
break it. She added further, that out of an exact 
obſervance to what ſhe had promiſed to the-me- 
mory of her late Husband, ſhe had till then be- 
haved her ſelf inflexibly towards all thoſe that 


\b 


had made their addreſſes to her ; and that if Dor 
Pedro had fo much command of himſelf as to 
continue his Devotions to her for the ſpace of 
one whole year, during which time they might 
become better acquainted one with another, ſhe 

i would 
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would promiſe never to be any mans Wife- but} 


lis. : 


Don John, upon his return gave Dow Pedro an 


account of his Negotiation, and rendred him the : 


moſt ſatisfied and moſt amorous man in the world: ; I 
The long time he was to expeet, troubled hitri not | 


at all,reſolving to imploy it in all manner of Court- 


ſhips, worthy Atchievernents, and Adventures; ; 
befitting a ſpruce Lover. He bought a Coach and . 
Horſes, took a Houſe, and entertained Servants; | 
ſet the Embroiderers and Taylors of Sevil a few? | 
ing, and the Muſitians a ſinging. He would have | 
preſented Ekvira with ſome things ; but ſhe would | 
by no means permit it. Her Maids were mich | 
more eaſily intreated, and received his Preſents as | 
willingly as he beſtowed them. In a ſhorr time | 
Elvira's Servants were more: at his devotion than | 
at hers, they caufing her to ſhew her felf in the | 
| Balcony, though much againſt her humour, as ' 
often as Don Pedro was ſinging in the Street; in | 
which imployment, as I have been told, he- was | 
grown to be a Crafts-maſter, not making uſe of 
his-lips and tongue to quaver out the notes as | 


many good Singers do. 


- Six Months were already paſt ſince Do Pedro | 
had laid a Siege to the affeCtions of Ekvira, yet | 
had not the leaſt private parley with her ; which | 
added daily more and more to the eſteem and de- | 
votion he had for her. Art laſt, upon an importu= | 
nity of Prayers and Preſents, one of her Gentle- | 
women, better ſtored with confidence than any of | 


the reft,or rather better brib®d, promiſed to bring 
him in the night time ro her LadysLodgings, and 
ſo to diſpoſe of him, as that he ſhould ſee her pnt 


off her cloaths before ſhe went to bed, walking in 
her 
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but] her Smock about the Chamber for coolneſs, and 
' ſinging, and playing upon the Lute, which ſhe 
an did admirably well. 
the This took Doz Pedro fo highly, that he gave his 
1d: | Intelligencer much beyond what he had promiſed 
10t | her ; ſo that night being come,the bold Granadine, 
Ft- according ro the Gentlewomans directions, comes 
Eg, - into Ekvirs's houſe, flunk into her lodgings, and 
nd | there, from a little aſcent, which was over againſt 
ts; | her Chamber door, he ſaw her ſitting on a Couch, 
W= | reading in a Prayer-book, how attentively I know 
ve | not, While her women were undreſling her. She 
Id | had only a thin looſe coat about her, and was up- 
ch | on getting into Bed, when Doz Pedro's Penſion- 
as | Gentlewoman, deſirous to give him cauſe be as 
1E | | mich farisfied with her, as ſhe with him, entreats 
in | her Miſtreſs to ſing. To hers, her companions 
ie | added their entreaties; yet Elvira put them off a 
38 | long time; telling them, ſhe was melancholy, nay, 
n | aſſuring chem ſhe had ſome reaſon to be ſo : bur 
9 | the Genclewoman who was ſo much at the devo- 
Ff | tion of Den Pedro, having put a Lute into her Mi- 
8 | ſtreſſes hand, Elvira had the complyance to ing, 
| |anddid it with much excellency and delight, 
| that Doy Pedro could hardly forbear cafting him- 
ſelf at her feer, there to aCt the part of the ecſts 
| tick Lover. She ſung not long, but went to bed: 
| her women withdrew into their Chambers, and 
- | Don Pearo, who would gladly have gotten into the 
| Street, was at a cruel lois what ro do when he 
| found the great Gare faſt. There was no other 
courſe to be taken, than to expect rill it were day. 
| He far down on the brink of a Well, which was at 
| one Corner of the Court, in no {mall diiturbance, 


| | by reaſon of the fear he was in of being diſcovered, 
| C2 and 
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and to incur the diſpleaſure of his Miſtreſs; for his! y 
preſumption. | -t 
While he was thus engaged, his thoughts run-/ 7 
ning upon thouſands of deſigns, and thoſe atten-! q 
ded by ſo many fruitleſs wiſhes, he perceives a' a 
Door opening, that belonged to ſome part of El 
wira's Lodgings. He turned toward that fide on. þ 
which he heard the noiſe, and was much at a loſs R 
to ſee coming into the Court the fair Widow: þ 
whom lre thought faſt aſleep. By the light of a! © 
1mall Wax Candle ſhe had m her hand, he per-' f 
ceived that her mght-cloaths were very neat a- ti 
bour her head; that ſhe was bare-neck*d, had an. a 
excellent Neck-lace of Pearl on, and that upon: 4 
her Smock, about which was abundance of! | 
Lace, ſhe had only a long rich Mantle. She had! C 
in, her hand a filver plate, covered with Jelly, q 
Sweet-meats, and Conſerves; and in that ſtrange! h 
Poſture ſhe was ſo full of Charm and Attraction! p 
that Don Pedro was once in a mind to fſatisfie him- h 
ſelf with the enjoyment of looking on her, though! c 
he ſhould thereby draw on himſelf all the diſplea-: y 
ſure, which a preſumption ſo great might juſtly} þ 
deferve. Burt upon better thoughts he hid him-! -þ 
{elf behind the Wellyet {o as that he ſtill obſerved| it 
his Miſtreſs, flattering himſelf ſometimes with an; r 
imagination, that he was the perſon ſhe ſought | 
after. She went on towards the Stable, whether! { 
Don Pedro, at a diſtance,followed her, and ſaw her: | 
go into a little Chamber. The firſt apprehenſion! } 
he had; was, that his Miſtreſs, out. of an exceſs! \ 
of pious Charity, went to viſit ſome Servant: of | 
the Houſe that was fick, though, without any} / 
prejudice to her charitable inclinations, ſhe might} 7 
have put that imployment upon ſome one of her] ; 
Women, 
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his Women. He hid himſelf behind a Horfe, which 
- ſtood not far from the door of the Chamber, and 
une, chence obſerving his dear Widow, he ſaw her ict 
en-. down ona little Table, the Candleſtick, the Plate, 
S a and what ever elfe ſhe had brought that was bur- 
Et. thenſome to her Ivory hands ; and perceived in a 
ON. bed, Which took up almoſt all the Chamber, a 
loſs Rlackamore that was fick, who ſeemed to be a- 
OW: bout thirty years of Age, but fo deformed, and 
f a! of ſo dreadful a look, that he was in a manner 
er- frighted at the ſight of him. His meager coun- 
- A-, tenance, and the painful. emiſſion of lis breath 
an argu'd him very fick and much ſpent. Doz Pe- 
"on: dro could not but admire the unparallePd good- 
of! neſs of the fair Elvira, who took up the Negroe”s 
ad! Coverlet, and having thruſt up his head, far 
ly; down by the fick perſon, and put her hand upon 
ge his forehead, all wet, haply with the ſweats and 
on,” pains of approaching death. The Negro be- 
m-! held with a ghaſtly look,the charitable Angel that 
gh! came to comfort him, and who ſti!l viewed him 
ed-! with tears in her eyes. Don Pedro knew not what 
tly] he ſhould think of a Charity ſo tranſcendent, and 
m-/ having fora while admired it, he began to think 
red| it exceſfive: 'but as yet he had not ſeen any 
an} thing. 
ht At laſt, the fair Widow breaking forth into di- 
er} ſcourſe, yet weeping as if it had been at the ta- 
1er} king of a final farewel, ſhe asked the Negro, how 
on! he did, My dear Anthony, ſaid ſhe to him with a 
els} voice interrupted by ſobs, Arr thou then reſolved to 
oll die, and with thy own, to be my death too? Thou 
ny} ſpeakeſt not to me, my deareſt ; take heart, my Sul, 
ht) take heart, if thou deſireſt I ſhould live, and eat a lit- 
er} ze of this tn, for my ſake. Thou doſt not Vorici. 
en.) C 3 ſafe 
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ſafe ſo much as to Took on me, cruel man; not on me, | 
who Iowes thee, who adores thee ; kiſs me, my Angel, 
kiſs me, and recover thy health, if thou wouldſt not + 
have any company to Death, after I had ſo much Io- | 


y 
wed thee whilſt thou hadſt any Life. 


To this ette& were her expoſtulations, joyning | 


her Angelical face to the Diabolical Countenance 
of the Moor, which ſhe bedewed with her 


tears. Iam apt to imagine, that whoever had . 


ſeen ſich a viſjon, would have taken it for an 
Angel embracing a Devil. As for our Don Pedro, | 
he began to think his fair Elvira as ugly as her ' 
Negro, who at laſt caſting his eyes on his im- 


portunate Miſtreſs, whom he had not till then 


vouchfafed a look, and with his ſcraggy hand re- | 
moving her face from his own, faid to her, with | 


a hollow voice ; What would you have of me, Ma- | 


dem, and why will you not let me dye in quiet ? Do | 
you not think it enough that = have reduced me to the | 


condition IT am in? or 
| the point of death, Sacrifice the few minutes that 1 


have left, to the —— of your inſatiable meclina- | 


tions ? Take a Husband, Madam, take a Hwsband, 
and expect no more from me. T ſhall not ſee you any 
rmore, nor talt of what you have brought me; all my 
buſineſs now s only to die, fnce T am not good for any 
thing but the Grave. 


0 you expetf I ſhould, at | 


Having ſo ſaid, he ſlunk down into the bed, |: 


ſo ſuddenly, that the unfortunate Ekvira could 
not get a word from him by way of return, not- 
withitanding all the kindneffes both of words and 
geſtures ſhe uſed towards him; whether it were 
that he was already dead, or obſtinately reſolved 
not to ſpeak to a perſon whom he thought the 


occaſion of his death. Elvira melted mito tears, 
and 
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* and in a manner out of her {&lf, ro ſee what a fad 
* condition ſhe left her dear Negro i in, and moſt of 
all to conſider his inhumanity rowards her, took 
up all ſhe had bronght with ber, and rerurned rg 


| her chamber, with ſo much ſadneſsand affliction in 


' her countenance, that it was much to her loſs 


ſhe had nor been ſeen in that poſture by her apo- 


ſtate Lover, Don Pearo. 
He in the mean time lay cloſe and undiſcove- 
' red, in the moſt obſcure part of the Stable, fo 


a aſtoniſhed, as that he had not been halfas much, 
=p - When he was preſent at the happy delivery of Se- 


10g to her Chamber, diſconſolate as a Widow at 


raphina. He faw the counterfeit Matron return- 


the Funeral of a Husband ſhe dearly lov'd ; and 


; ot long after, finding the great Gate open, he 


; cot into the Street, not much ſalicitous whether 
| he were ſeen or not, as nor eſteeming the Repu- 
tation of Elvira worthy the leaſt tenderneſs or re- 
' fpect. Yer even in that did he follow the dictates 


' of his own Vertue, ſo far as thar he diſcovered 


' not What he had ſeen even to his Friend. Be 


| paſſed by Elvirg's door the next day juit as the 


| Moor was carried out to his Burial. Her Wo- 
| man told him, that ſhe was ſick, and for the 
| ſpace of four or five dayes thar he palied to and 
| fro that way, ſhe was not to be feen at her Win- 


| dow, ſo incapable was ſhe of any Confolation 


| upon the death of the African. Don Pedro was 
| much deſirous to hear from her. One day as he 


' was in diſcourſe with Dax John, a Slave of [luis 
| 72s brought him a Lerter*rom her Miſtres. He 


opened it with ſome impatience, and read in it 
| What you are like to do, if you pleale. 


C4 | & 
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A LET TER 
TY perſons, between whom there is a mus) 


tual affettion in order to Marriage, need 
0 third Perſon to ſolicit the buſtneſs between 
them. Tou would have me believe that you 
think me not unhandſome, and I cannot but ac-. 
Knowledge I am ſo far taken with you, as that | 
T am willing to grant you immediately, what I| 
bad not promiſed till a year were expired. My. - 
Perſon and Eſtate are at your diſpoſal, when 
you pleaſe to command them; and I am to des! 
fire you to believe, that though I cannot be too| 
circumſpett in a buſmeſs of this nature, yet your | 
merit, and my own affettion ſhall be my Secu- | 
rity, and enable me to overcome what difficuls | 
ties ſoever I may meet with therein. | 
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ELVIRA 


Don Pedro read over the Letter twice or thrice,” 
ſo much ado had he to believe what he read. He | 
conſidered with himſelf that he had been twice in | 
danger to have been as unfortunately married, as | 
any man in Spain, and ſentup his hearty thanks to | 
Heaven,which had enabled him to eſcape it,by diſ- | 
covering to him two ſecrets of ſo great impor- | 
tance. The reſolution of Marrying ſuddenly,which | 
the Negro's death had put Ekvira upon, raisd in 
Don Pedro a quite contrary, which was,that of get- 
ting from her as ſoon as he could. He GE 
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' told Don Fob that it concernd both his life and ho- 


nour, that he ſhould be out of Sev within an hour, 


and that he would take along with him only that 


ſervant whom he had brought from Grazada. He 
intreated him to fell his Coach and Horſes, and 
with the mony to diſcharge his Servants; but 
above all things, he deſired him not to make any 
enquiry after the occaſton of ſo fiidden a change, 
and ſo unexpected a departure, promiſing to give 
him an account in writing from the firſt place he 
ſhould make any ſtay at. He writ to Elvira, while 
ſome were gone to take up two Males for him; 


: he delivered his Letter to the Slave, and, the 


Mules being come, took his way towards Ma- 
drid, confirmed, more than ever, in his former 
opinion, of being diſtruſtful ofall Women of more 
than ordinary Wit ; nay indeed, to have a hor- 
rour of them. While he 1s ſpurring on his Mule, 
Ekvira opens* his Letter , and finds in it theſe 


«| "Words. 


ALEZLIER 


Ow violent ſever the affetion I had for 
ou might have been, yet have I ever 


| preferred the defire of preſerving your Honour, 


before the pleaſure of enjoying your Perſon. 
Thence you might have perceived with what 
diſcretion all my Courtſhips and Addreſſes were 
attended. IT am naturally a Perſon of a very 
nice Conſcience, and therefore cannot without 


| fome Remorſe, anſwer your Propoſal of Marrie 


age, you being a Widow but fince Teſterday. 


| | 
| 
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; are much more obliged to the Memory of ths 
poor Negro, who hath loſt his Life in your Ser 


vice, and can beſtow no leſs than a Tear in be- 


wailing the miſcarriage of a perſon, whoſe per- | 
formances you thought ſo extraordinary. In the | 
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interim, we ſhall both of us have time to conſt= 


der what we have to do. 
DON PEDRO. 


Elvira was almoſt out of her ſelf at the reading 
of this Letter ; the affliftion ſhe conceived thereac 
made her more fick than ſhe had been upon the 
bÞfs of her Lover of Guimmy. But bethinking her 
felf that Don Pedro had left Sewil, and another per 
fon, whom ſhe thought furniſhed for her turn, 


making his Addreſſes to her in ordet to Marriage, ' 
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the took him at his word, and entertained him, to | 


{apply the place of the Negro. Not but that | 
there were other Negroes choice enough ; bur | 
the had heard fay, that there were ſeveral ſorts of | 


Negroes, and that they are not ſo far Devils as 
they ſeem black. | 

By this time was Don Pedro got to Madrid, 
where he allighted at an Uncle*s of his, who enter- 


tair'd him very kindly. This Uncle was a Gentle- | 
man of a very great eſtate, had only one Son, de- | 


ſtind in Marriage for a Coufin of his, an Heireſs, 
one that being bur ten years of age, was keptin a 
Monaſtery, till ſuch time as ſhe were ripe for the 
enjoyments of her Couſin. This Coufirs name 
was Don: Rodrigues, a perſon as lovely as could be 
looked on, every way ſo accompliſhed, that Der 
Pedro entred into a Friendſhip with him. much be- 


yond - 


T.} Nov. 1. The Fruitleſs Precaution. 2I 


hs 


' yond what a Man hath for a Kinſman, whom yet 
. he may love very well, tor they are not always 
- of his Kindred that a Man loves bett. 
' Don Rodrigues had many times his thoughts ſo 
: taken up with ſome reflections unknown to any 
but himſelf,that he minded not much what he did, 
: or What company he was in, and theſe fits were 
often accompanied with certain agitations and di- 
ſturbances. Don Pedro, having obſerved it, ac- 
; quainted him with his adventures, to oblige him, 
| by that confidence, to give him an account of his; 
: and, incaſe there were any thing wherein he might 
: ſerve him, to aſſure him of his being much more 
| his Friend than his Kinſman. Whereupon he told 
: him how he had taken notice of his ſadneſs and 
diſquiet, and intreated him to diſcover the occa- 
ſion of it ; or otherwiſe, that he ſhonld think his 
' friendſhip not anſwerable to his own. 
' Don Rodrigues defiring nothing ſo much, hoping 
: to bedisburthened of his grief, when he had com- 
: municated it. He thereupon told Dop Pedro, that 
; he was paſſionately fallen in Love with a Gentle- 
woman at Madrid,defigned in Marriage to a Cou- 
| fin of hers whom ſhe expected from the Indies, 
and whom ſhe had never ſeen, much after the 
ſame manner as he was made ſire to a Coulm of 
| his whom he ſtazd for till ſhe was of Age to be 


' | married, and whom he had but little Acquain- 


' tance with. 


{ But not unwilling to make a full diſcovery of 
himſelf ; This Conformity of Adventures, ſaid he to 
| Don Pedro, wery much heightned the mutual Love we 
had for one another, though it (till kept us both within 


| he limits of Civility and our Duty, when ever our 


Paſſuon 
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Paſſion would have adviſed us to prefer our ſatisfattio | 


before the Engagements wherein we were involyed up- | 
on the account of our Families. Hitherto had my Love 

had the ſucceſs I could have wiſhed my ſelf, IT mean, ſo | 
as not to obtain the fmal Reward of it, 2which ſhe put | 
off till after the Arrival of her Husband; that is, | 
when the Cloak of Marriage might cover all the Incon- | 
weniences likely to enſue upon an Appointment which 
ſuppoſes ſomewhat more than a private Converſation. 

I hall n0t tell you any thing of the Beauty of Virginia, 
but only that it is impoſſible to ſay too much of it, and 
that I could ſay as much of it as would haply puzzle your 
Faith to believe. I ſhall forbear, ll you have ſeen 
her, and her Couſm Violanta, who lies with ber, 

which when you have, it will baply force an Acknows- 

tedgment from you, that Spain can hardly afford any | 
thing fairer than theſe two incomparable Couſins, and, | 
when you come to diſcourſe with them, that you never | 
met with any Women more witty. | 


— ATED ren. , 


Ah | That's it makes me the more to pity you, re | 
plies Don Pedro. And why ſo ? ſays Don Rodrigues. 
Becauſe a ſubtil Woman, replies Don Pedro, will be 
fare, ſooner or later to put a trick upon you. You know” 
by the Relation I have given you of my Adventures, 
how T had been like to Fe trapanw'd by them ; and 1 
am to aſſure you, that were I but in hopes to find a Wo- 
man 2s ſimple as I know there are witty, I would court 
her m the higheſt manner imagmable, and prefer her be- 
fore Prudence it ſelf, if ſhe would entertain me to be her 
Servant. Sure, you do not ſpeak ſeriouſly , replies 
Don Rodrigues ; for I never knew any underſtanding 
Man, but thought it the moſt inſupportable thing m the 
World ; nay, a certain torment to be but @ quarter of 
an hour in Company with a Woman that is little _ 

ran 
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' than a natural Fool, *Twere moſt itrational, that, 


while our Eyes, our Hands, in a word, our whole Bo- 
dy, finds ſomething of Diverſion , our Souls, our nobleſt 
part ſhould be upon the Rack of a tedious Converſation, 


| ſuch as muſt needs be that of Perſons that have nothing 


WO AE NESIOD rnrny . 


in them. Let us have no more diſputing, ſays Das 
Pedro to him, ſmce there is but too much to be ſaid up- 
on this Subje& ; be it your m_— to bring me as ſoon 
as you can to a fight of this admirable Lady, as alſo of 
her Couſin, to the end, if ſhe ſuit with my humour, I 
may have © ſomething to trifle away the time withal 
while I tay at Madrid. I believe you will find them 
much otherwiſe than you expe&t, when you do, ſays 
Don Rodrigues. And why, Ipray * replies Don Pe 
dro. Becauſe ( fays Don Rodrigues ) the Perſon you 
2vould ſee is at the greateſt diſtance with Simplicity of 
any I know. I ſhall comply 2vith Time and Circum- 
ſtances (replies Don Pedro.) To be real with you (ad- 
ded Don Rodrigues) I know not well how Madam 
Virginia ll entertain us, it #s above eight days ſince 


| that ſhe hh treated me 20ith all poſſible Rigour and 


Arverſion, returned my Letters without ever opening 


' them, and ſent me word ſhe would never ſee me, 


becauſe not long ſince ſhe found me in the Church, 
ſpeaking to a young Lady, with whom ſhe ſaw me 
the ſame day in a Coach, and upon this occaſion it was 
that you ſaw me ſo ſad and melancholy. It matters 
not (ſays Don Pedro) let us go and ſee x a however ; 
and take it from me, you will ſooner ſatufie her b 
indicating your ſelf in her preſence, than with all the 
Letters the whole Academy of Eloquence could fur- 
»ſh you with. | 


Hereupon the two Men-Couſins went to ſee 
the rwo Women-Couſins ; and the fair Virginia 
per- 
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permitted Don Rodyigues to vindicate himſelf , 
which he found it no hard matter to do. Dorn Pe- 
dro thonght them both handiomer than any he 
had ſeen of rhe Sex before, not excepting the im- 
prudent Seraphina, nor the counterfert Matron 
Elvira. FVilamta, who had dreſſed her ſelf thar 
tay richer than-ordinary, in order to have her Pi- 


cture drawn, 'dazled the eyes of Don Pedro fo far, | 


that he immediately broke the Reſolution he had 
taken, never to love any Woman unleſs ſhe were 
a Fool. For his part, Violanta was no leſs taken 
with him, it being his fortune to ſpeak things ſo 
obliging upon her Picture ; among which, ſome 
infinicely witty and ſmart, that they wrought in 
her an admiration of his excellent Parts, and no 
_ ſatisfaction at the firſt Sallies of his Court- 
iPs. | | 
But here I cannot avoid making a little Digreſ- 
lion, though it be only to tefl thoſe who know not 
fo much, that your Set-Speeches to Gentlewo- 


men, and your ſerious Students in the” Academy of 


Complemeits, are a fort of People that would be 
good ar 'the putting off of whipp'd Cream and 
Sy!libubs, and are charged with, nay, convicted 
of, an Aery flatnons Eloquence, by perſons of 
good Underſtanding and Judgment. If this word 
of Advertiſement be well conſidered by the Pub- 
lick, ſomewonld find the Conveniences of it equal 
to thoſe of a good Receipt againſt the Flies in 
Summer, and againſt ſtinking Breaths all the Year 
long. Don Pedro, who had folemnly ſworn never 
to marry, unleſs he met with a Woman the next 
degree removed from an Ideot, made it appear 
that the Oaths of Gameſters and Lovers are not 


« 


obligatorv, though rhe lare Caſiffs had not been 
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fo indulgent as to diſpenſe with them. He was 
ſo infinitely taken, as with the Beauty, ſo with 
the Wit of Violinia, that deſpairing to obtain any 
favour of her but what might be granted without 
any prejudice to her Honour, he was reſolved to 
marry her if ſhe had no averſion for that kind of 
Life. He many times gave her occafion to make 
fome diſcovery of her thoughts, as to that parri- 
cular; but either ſhe underſtood him nor, or at 
eaſt would not ; whether it were thar ſhe loved 
| her Freedom, or > could not entertain any thoughts 
of Marriage. 
| All went hitherto very proſperouſly on with 
| theſe four Lovers; but Misfortune comes ever 
| When *tis leaft expected. One day it hapned, 
that the two young Gentlemen having tired their 
Tailors, Barbers,Milleners, Shoemakers,Sempſters, 
and all thoſe other Trades. which young Gallants 
put upon the Rack, when they would dazle their 
| eyes whom they pretend to adore;or, to ſay alltra 
| word, made themſelves as fine as Caſter and Pollax, 
| and not raking the leaſt doubt to become Matters 
| of the Out-works, at leaſt, of the places they be- 
| fieged,there comesan unlucky Scrich-owl, I meart 
' an old Servant-maid, to acquaint the two Cou- 
ſins, that the Indian Spark, Husband to the fair 
| Caſtilian, was come to Madrid, without ſo miich 
| as ſending a Letter before him from Sevi/, where 
| the Ship came in ; that the two fair Couſins knew 
| not what he meant by his ſurprizing them in thar 
manner, and intreared the Gallants to have pari- 
| ence till ſich time as YVirgmia had made ſuch dif- 
| Covery of the hnmours of her Indian, as to know 
* how todeal with him, and thar rhey ſhould not 
vnly forbear viſiting them, but even appearing 
before 
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pearing before their Windows, till further Order. 
Thus was all the Trimming, Scouring and Pow- 
dring of that Day clearly loſt ; nay,as if upon. 
this account of their Miſtreſles they had a remorſe 
for their vanity, for two days after they had no 
more care of themſelves than if they had been ir- 
reprievable MalefaCtors. They underſtood from 
common report about the Town, that the Indian 
and Virginia had been privately married ; that he 
was naturally jealous, a perſon of experience, as 
being turd of forty Years of Age, and had taken 
ſuch Order in his Houſe, and was ſo vigilant over 
the. Actions of his Wife, that her Gallants, if ſhe 
had any, could not hope ſo much as a ſight of her 
at her Window. The further Order they had been 
promiiſed came not, and they thought long to ex- 
pect it. They made their appearance in the Streer, 
where their Miſtreſles Jiv*d,and rode up and down, 
as they were wont, before their doors; yet could 
never ſee, either going in or coming out, any face 
they knew, or meet with any Boy or Maid they 
had any acquaintance with.They one day faw the 
Husband go in,accompanied by his Brother,a per- 
ſon handſom enough, and ſo young, that he was 
then a young, Student in the Univerſity. All this 
did but add to their affliction, and heighten tlie 
trouble they were in. They went forth betimes in 
the Morning, they came not home till it was vety 
fare, and ſpent both time and pains to no purpoſe. 
Atlaſt one Holiday, being upon the Sentry, they 
ſaw coming out, at the Break of Day, one of /:9- 
lantas Maids to go to Maſs. They made her ſtand 
at the Church-door, and through the perſwaſion 
of a many Preſents Don Rodrigues prevailed with 
her to carry a Letter to her Miſtreſs. The buſt 
neſs of it was this. THE 
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THE LETTER | 
Ts 


Madam, | 
[| Find a greater unkindneſs in your Obliviou 
of me, than I feel torment in my own jea= 
loufie, fince there is no remedy for this latter, 
ow that you are at the diſpoſal of an Husbaud. 
However you are not to think your ſelf be- 
youd the reach of my importunities, though you 
have diſcharged me your remembrance. 1 beg 
of you, as the laſt favour I am to expett, to let 
me know whether I have yet any ground to hope, 
or, muſt reſokve not to live any longer, 


Yours, Cc. 
DON RODRIGUES. 


They followed the Maid at a diſtance ; ſhe de- 
livered the Letter as ſhe had promisd them, and 
having made a ſign to them to come near the 
houſe,ſhe dropped out at the Window the Anſwer 


you are like to read. | 

A Fealous man, that hath not been married 
long, is but little from his Wife, and can- 

not fo ſoon think himſelf diſpenſed from the 

duty he conceives lies upon him, to expreſs his 

tenderneſs 
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tenderneſs over her, and obſerve her aftions. 


There is ſome talk of taking a Fourney to Vail- 
ladolid , without any company , which if it 
happen, I ſhall vindicate my ſelf, ſatisfie my 
engagements, and pay my debts. 


This Letter, which they both with a certain e- 
mulation kifled an hundred and an hundred times, 
reviv'd their decaying hopes, and nouriſfd them 
for ſome dayes: bur at laſt,not hearing any thing 
from their forgetful Miſtretles,they renew*d their 
marches and counter-marches before their Win- 
dows, ſpent whole nights there ; and could not 
ſee any going to and fro, no' more than if the 
houſe had been haunted, and no body liv'd in 
It. 

But one day it happer'd, that theſe two de- 
ſpairing Lovers - being in the Church, comes in 
Miſtreſs Bride ; Don Rodrigues went and kneeled 
down cloſe by her, as*twere to outface an old 
Gentleman-Uſher that had brought her thither. 
He in a few words made his complaints to her ; 
ſhe in as few excuſed her ſelf, and ar laſt ſhe told 
Don Rodrigues,that her husband was not yet gone 
to Vailladolid, though he talked of going every 
day ; that her impatience to have a private meet- 
ing with him was no leſs than his; and that ſhe 
knew but one way to fatisfie his defires, which 
abfolutely depended on Dor Pedro. My Husband, 
faid ſhe, is a man, 2hom, when once fallen aſleep, 
the ” rap off of great Guns would hardly awake, 
and it is four or five days ſmce we ſpoke one to ano- 
ther, by reaſon of a little difference that is happened be- 
tween us, which is not yet ripened to any overtures of 

Recongerliation. 
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Reconciliation. TI have been at my Conſm Violanta 
70 ſupply my place in the Bed ; but ſhe is not well,and in 
regard ſhe and Don Pedro are the only Perſons that are 
privy to our Loves, and that Tam unwilling there ſhould 
be any more, though it concern d my Life,zve muſt make 
uſe of him in her ſtead ; and if he loves you ſo well 
as to doit, prevail with him to go into Bed to my haus-= 
band after he is fallen aſleep. There ſeems at firſt to be 
ſomething of hazard in ſuch an enterprize ; but it beg 
conſidered 2ithal that my Hisband and I are at a di- 
ſtance, and that he 3s not eaſily awaked, I doubt not 
but all may prove well enough as I imagine to my 
ſelf; and this 1s the utmoſt 1 can do for you. 


This happy ſtratagem of Love, which Doz Ro« 
darigues was 1o hot to underſtand, upon the firſt 
Propoſal of it, proved a cooler to his deſires when 
he had heard it; for he was not only in doubt 
whether his Couſin would act the dangerous part 
which was impoſed upon him in that extravagant 
adventure, but. was in ſuſpence, whether he 
ſhould. fo much as propoſe it to him. His Mi- 
ſtreſs continued firm to her reſolution, and as 
{ſhe parred with her diffatisftied Gallant, affured 
him, that if the propoſition ſhe made to him 
were not well entertained and put in execution, 
as ſhe had directed, there were never any thing 
to be hoped from her, nay, ſhe gave him leave 
to forget her, though a time had been ſhe would 
ſooner have ſigned the ſentence , of, her; own 
death. | | 
. The time and place broke off the diſcourſe be- 
tween Don Rodrigues and his Lady ; ſhe return'd 
home, he ro his Comrade, who could not get a 
word from him, ſo much was he troubled, that 
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he muſt either make a requeſt to him, which he 
thought ſo unreaſonable, .or live without an hap- 
Pineſs which is ever much more valued before 
the enjoyment than afterwards. Ar laſt, being 
gotten together into a private Chamber, Dor 
Rodrigues having done himſelf ail poſlible violence, 
"made the extravagant propoſition to Don Pedro, 
allaying it what he could with thoſe circumſtan- 
ces which might render it the more entertainable. 
Don Pedro could not at firſt imagine but all was 
in jeſt, bur his Couſin on the contrary proteſting, 
he fpoke ſeriouſly, fo far as to confirm it with 
ſiich Oaths as convinced him he was 1n earneſt, 
he would needs make ſome ſport at 1t, telling 
him, he was very much oblig'd to his Mittreſs, 
for providing him an entertainment with ſo ſweet 
a Gentlewoman, and that no doubt it was an ex- 
preſſion of Violanta's gratitude towards him , 
who being not, by reaſon of her indiſpoſition, in 
a capacity to requite the ſervices he had done 
her, and thinking her engagement'a burthen, tur- 
ned him over for the payment of it to her Cou- 
ſins Husband, with whom he muſt expect a ve- 
ry pleaſant nights lodging. 

Thus did he endeavor to divert both his friend 
and himſelf with witty diſcants'on ſo odd an ad- 
venture, but Dor Rodrigues was in fach a diſtrac- 
tion of thought, as that he minded them but lit- 
tle, and was fo caſt down, that his Couſin could 
no leſs than pity him, and was ſomewhat in 
fear how dangerous the conſequences of this de- 
ſpair might be. Don Pedro was a perſon natural- 
ly daring enough, one that had run through ma- 
ny adventures, and durſt undertake any vhing, 
thoughnever ſo extravagant ; he had alſo a _ 
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Jove for Don Rodrigues, lo that all put together, 
he was content to ſupply the place of the fair Vir- 
ginia, though with the hazard of what miſchief 
he might receive from an exaſperated and jealous 
Husband. Being therefore fix*d in his reſolution, 
he embraced his Couſin, and raiſed him to life a- 
gain by telling him what hazard he would run 
ro procure him .the enjoyment of his Miſtreſs. 
You ſhall "ot be, ſaid he to him, ſo extremely oblig? # 
to me as you imagine. for what I ſhall do for you, 1 
find my ſelf incliwd to undertake it as an action of Ho- 
mour, wherein I pretend to as much Reputation, as if I 
had behav/d my ſelf never ſo gallantly at the Storming 
of ſome ſt ſtrong place. 

. Things thus concluded, word was ſent to Vir- 
gima, that her propoſition was accepted ; ſhe ap- 
pointed the time that.yery night ; the two Cou- 
ſins came according to appointment; were con- 
ducted into the Houſe with as little noiſe as might 
be; and Don Pedro was farc'd, in the preſence of 
the fair Lady, to put off his Cloaths, as being 
deſirous her orders ſhould be obſerv -d with the 
greateſt exattne(s. Don Pedro being thus ſtripp\ 
ro his Linnen, ſhe” brought him as ſoftly as if his 
way had been pav'd with eggs, and with the 
greateſt , caution imaginable, to the dangerous 
Bed-ſide; and having drawn the Curtains, and 
turiyd” down the Cloaths as cafily: a5 mig] it "DE; 
held the daring Don Pedro by the artns, v hile 1 FC 
gingerly laid himſelf dawn in the Bed, who hap- 
ly now began to repent him of his contidence, 
and .no ,doubt contented himfelf with tich a pare 
of the Bed, as that he came not nedr the mid ko 

Having thus diſpoſed of him, ſhe wer 
WAYS, lock'd the Chamber door, W mn it ever 
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minding the noiſe ſhe made in doing it, Which 
Don Pedro was troubled moſt of all at. Her bu. 
ſneſs now was to get to Dow Rodrigues, whom 1 
am apt to believe ſhe paid, like a gallant good 
natured woman, Whatever ſhe was in his debt, at 
leaſt, as much as he would take of it. _ 

Don Pedro in the mean time was in a condition 
much different from that of his Couſirys, Who no 
doubt was over head and ears in the embraces of 
a fairLady that wasa bed with him,while chis over- 
charitable Kinſman lay in fear of nothing ſo much 
as of thoſe of a ſordid man, who,to his greatmiſ- 
fortune was a very troubleſome bedfollow. Then 
did he begin to reflect, but too late, on his fooliſh 
preſumption,that being what he ſhould haye done 
before he engaged himſelf infich, a deſign ; he 
blan'd himſelf, call'd himſelf faol, and aCknow- 
ledged that the 1 injury he did a Husband was-one 
of thoſe that are unpardonable, j if he himſelf were 
to paſs his ſentence upon 1t, , 
 Butit wasnot Jong ere theſe ſad refleCtions were 
interrupte4, and his juſt fears heightned by his 
Bed-fellow's turning to him, and caſting his bur- 
thenſom arm about his neck, as if he would have 
embraced his Wife. Don Pedro ſomewhat frighted 
at thoſe unwelcome carefles, the more haply be- 
cauſe accompanrd with certain words impertectly 
uttered, made a ſhift to disburden himſelf of the 
arm which he thought more weighty than a far 
heavier burthen,and ſlipp'd his neck from under it, 
taking great care not to do, him any hurt; and 
having ſo done, he got to the bed-ſide;with his body 
ſo far over, that he had much.ado to keep im the 
bed, wiſhing his life fairly at an end, and blaming 


only himſelf for running ſo great a hazard to. 
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comply with the paſſions of two indifcreet Lovers. 
He had hardly time to breath, and recover his 
| ſpirits ever fo little, ere the unquiet bedfellow 
thruſt in his legs between his ; which laſt aftion 
added to the foregoing perſecutions, made him 
look pale as death it ſelf. At laſt, whilſt one came 
ſtill nearer, and the other remov'd, day comes on 
very expectedly to Don Pedro,who was not able to 
ſtand out any longer againſt his Adverſary, who 
had thruſt him as far as he could go. 

He got out of Bed as gently as he could, and 
went to open the door, which he found very care- 
fully-donble lock*d, a misfortune as indigeſtable as 
any of the precedent. As he was trying, to little 
purpoſe, to thruſt back the lock, it flew open of a 
ſudden, and the door had almoſt taken him over 
the face.Yrgma comes into the room as it were in 
much haſt, and askKd him loud enough, whither 
he imade ſuch haſt ? Don Pedro entreating her with 
a low voice to ſpeak more gently,ask*d her whe- 
ther ſhe were mad to hazard in that manner the 
waking of her Hnsband,and deſired-her ſhe would 
let him our. How go out? replies the Lady with a 
loud voice. No, Iw0uld have my Hirsband ſee what 
bed-fellow he hath had to night, that he may ſee the 
fruits of his own jealouſie, and what I am able to do. 

Having ſo ſaid;bold as a Lioneſs, ſhe took Dor 
Pedrv by the arm ; then,in ſuch diſturbance as that 
he had not the ſtrength to get from her, oper'd the 
ſhutters of the Windows, without letting go her 
prize, and dragging him to the bedſide, drew the 
curtains, ſaying aloud, See, Mr. Fealoxs brains, 
2whom you have had to your bed-fellow ! Don Pedro 
was not ſo ſcared, but that he had the corffidence 
to look into the dreadfiil bed, where, in ſtead of 
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the imagin'd Satyr, he found his amiable Violanta, 
who had lain with him, and not V;rgima's Husband, 
who was gone into the Country eight days before. 
The two fair Couſins jeer'd him moſt unmercifully, 
never had a witty man ſuch a task to -vindicate 
himſelf, or betray a greater confuſion. Violanta, 
who was extreamly a lover of mirth, and ſpoke 
things handſomly and imgeniouſly, made her 
Couſin almoſt burſt with laughing when ſhe rela- 
ted what frights ſhe had put Dor Pedro to, when- 
ever pretending to be between ſleeping and wa- 
king, ſhe got any-thing near him. 

This baiting put Don Pedro, who was ſtill in his 
ſhirt, almoſt out of . Countenance ; ' ſo that it, was 
a long time ere he could recover himſelf out. of 
the confuſion he was in. At laſt , Virginia took pi- 
ty of him, and left him and her Couſin to them- 
fſelves,to make up the accounts that were between 
them, which were of ſome conſequence, for it 
took up their time from morning till it was noon. 
From that time, while the Husband was in the 
Country,the two he-Couſins,and the two fhe-cou- 
fins had frequent meetings, and made their ad- 
vantages of the opportunity. The Id;an being re- 
turd, only Dow Rodrigues fard the worſe for it; 
for Don Pedro, by the aſlfftance. of the Servants 
whom his Preſents had brought to his Lure, made 
a ſhift, for two or three months, to ſpend moſt 
nights with V;olanta,who was at her own diſpoſal, 
and, ſince her Couſins marriage, lodg'd in a part 
of the houſe whereof ſhe had the command, and 
which had a back door that opened into another 
»treet. He was ſo deeply in love with her, that he 
earneſtly wiſh*d himſelf married to ber, bur when 
ne made any propoſal of that nature to her, ſos 
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ſo handſomly pur off the diſcourſe, that he knew 
not whether it were out of deſign, or that ſhe 
minded not much what he ſaid to her. At laſt, to 
confirm the general opinion, that this world is a 
Stage of perpetual changes, YVidlanta began to re- 
mit much of her paſſion, and by little and little 
grew to that coldneſs towards Dor Pedro, that he 
could not forbear complaining ofit,and,not know- 
ing what to quarrel at, charg'd her with infideli- , 
ty, reproaching her, that ſhe had entertaird ſome 
other Gallant into her favour. 
But inſtead of recovering himſelf by this means 
into that place in her affections which he had for- 
merly poſleſſed, it made him ſo inſupportable to 
 Violanta,that ſhe did not only forbear the kindnefles 
ſhe did him in the night, but could not indure his 
company in the day time. Yet was he riot a jot 
cait down-at it. He, by the charms of a many 
Preſents, prevaiPd ſo far with one of the Gentle- 
women, treacherous enough of her own inclinati- 
on, as that ſhe diſcover'd to him, that her Miſtreſs 
was extreamly takenwith her Couſins Brother-1n- 
law,who was then juſt come from the Univerſity ; 
that he wasa very handſom young man, and no 
leſs in love with YViolanta, than. Violanta was with 
him. To a&t:ſomething notorious for the perfidi- 
ouſneſs ofi1t; this wicked wench adviſed him to 
pretend himſelf ſick, to ſend his Miſtreſs notice of 
it, complaining as if ſhe were-the cauſe of his in- 
diſpoſition,which, by reaſon ofthe likelihood of it, 
might be credited ; and,in-a'word, to pretend it fo 
ſeriouſly,that her Miſtreſs might not be fo vigilant, 
nor ſtand fo. much upon her guard,as ſhe had ever 
done, fince ſhe broke off her-correſpondence with 
him. Dor Pedro plaid his-part as well as if he had 
Y been 
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been an old Actor at it. Yiolanta perceived not 
the miſt that was caſt before hex eyes, and the 
perhdions Author of the Plot, had' no ſooner 
brought her Miſtreſles new Adons into that cham- 
ber, but ſhe went to open the gate to the jealous 
Don Pedro. | 

He comes all fury into YViolanta's Chamber, and 
farpriſes her already 'in Bed, and her young Exer- 
ciſer putting off his cloaths to lay himſelf by her. 
He went with his Sword drawn ſtreight to his Ri- 
val, haply to frighten him a little. The young 
man had his wits about him, fo that taking up one 
of his ſhooes, and holding it out as one would do a 
pocket-piſtol, aim'd at Don Pedro's face, ſo confi- 
dently, that Dor Pedro, who miſtruſted no ſich 
thing, and doubted: not but that he would have 
ſhot ar him, flunk down, and turn'd'of one ſide, in 
which interval the young man got out at the 
door. | Viodlanta, whowas refolv'd to make an ab- 
folate rupture with Don Pedro, broke out into a 
laughter, and jeard at his fear of being piſtolPd 
with a ſhooe. He took her abuſes fo heinouſly, 
that he fell a boxing of her; ſhe had him by the 
hair. ; it came to a bloody ſcuffle, infomuch, that 
at laſt, 'the hard-hearted Granadim,- having uſed 
her ſo -unmercifully, that ſhe was forced to cry 
ont Murther,made his eſcape into the Street,juſt as 
Virginia her Husband and all the Servants, armed, 
as it 'were to engage an enemy, that had beat up 
their quarters, came into V;olanta*'s Chamber. 

In the mean time Der Pedro gave Don Roarigues 
an account of what had paſſed, and, not lofing a- 
ny time, went and proffer'd his Service to the 
Dake of Ofſome, who was to depart the next day 


to be Vice-Roy of Naples. Don Pedro expected him 
at 
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at the Port,where they were to embarque,leaving 
his dear Couſin extreamly rroubled both at his de- 
parture, and the _—_ of it. He continued ſix 
or ſeven years at Naples, mach reſpected by the 
Vice-Roy, who allow% him very conſiderable Pen- 
ſions. He receiv'd alfo no fimall ſims out of Spazr, 

ſo that there was nat any Perſon in Naples liv'd at 
an higher rate than he did, which made him more 
conſiderable in Jaly, than moſt of your Spaniards, 
who g9 thither as much out of a defign to grow 
rich,as the Frexch do to ſpend their Money. He tra- 
velPd to Sicily, made ſome ſtay in the more emi- 
nent Cities, and, being return'd into Taly, (| pent 
rwo of three years at Rome, as many at Venice, vi- 
ſited all the places he chought worth it ; and, at 
laſt, having been fourteen or fifteen years out of 
Spain, i ever in Love; or, if you will,ever making 1 it 
his main bufineſs to ſarisfis his Luſt, Ritl engaged in 
ſome adventure or other,and more and more con- 

firmed in his opinion, that a man corild not be 
fafely married to a witty woman, an humour took 
him to put a period to all his extravagant conrſes, 
and to return to GRANADA, to ſee all the 


- friends. he had left there. 


But the greateſt motive of his departure out 
of Ttaly,was, that his returrs of Money faild him, 
through the diſappointtnent of his corteſ} pondents: 
or, at leaſt, his Exchequer was grown ſo low, that 
he had hardly ſo much as carr'd hit to Barcelona. 
There he fold what cloaths he could ſpare, to buy 
hima Mule, and keeping only the, beſt he had for 
his Journey, he took. his way toward his dear 
Country, without any retinue at all, the Servant 
whom he had brought with him out of Spain, being 


in all*probabily, dead 'of the Neapeliran Diſeaſe, 
and 
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and his Stock ſo ſmall, as would not haply defray 
the charges of another. 

He left Barcelona at the break of day, to avoid 
the heat, and the importunity of the flies, which in 
Auguſt are very troubleſome, ſo that by nine of 
the clock he was gotten four or five Leagues in 
his way. He rode through the middle of a pretty 
large Country Village, where a certain Duke of 
Catalonia paid away part of the Summer, as ha- 
ving in that place a fair Caſtle that ſtood upon the 
Road. The Duke was an antient man, and had to 
his Lady a woman of an excellent humor, a great 
both lover and maker of ſport, and about twenty 
years of age. He was that.day gone abroad upon 
ſome hunting meeting, and was-not to return till 
the next. The young Dutcheſs ſtanding in the Bal- 
cony of the Caſtle, caſt her eye on our Adventu- 
rerof Granada. His goodly preſence, and the ſtate 
of his riding raiſed in her a defire to have a ſight of 
him nearer hand ; beſides, that ſhe was of an in- 
quiſitive nature, and ſuffered few ſtrangers to paſs 
through the Town without ſending for them. 
Thongh he had refolv'd to bait ſome Leagues of 
the place where he then was, yet could he not ci- 
villy anſiwer a requeſt made to him from the Dut- 
cheſs with a denial, amounting to no more than 
his waiting on her only. as long as the urgency of 
her occafions would permit. She was beautiful as 
an Angel,and the Granadin was one that felt a cer- 
tain warmth diffuſe ir ſelf through his whole Bo- 
dy, at the ſight of ſich” beauties, though they 
were not Dutchelſles. He, on the other ſide, was a 
perſon every way graceful, and the Dutcheſs rook 
much pleaſure to ſee. men of his "making ”; 
to redeem in ſome meaſure, the time ſhe ſpent 
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with her Husband, who, to her great misfortune, 
thought her ſo handſome, and was ſo infinitely ta- 
ken with the pleaſantneſs of her behaviour,thart he 
imagird he never faw her enough, though ſhe 


were ſeldom out of his ſight. 


Den Pedro, being a perſon of excellent parts,and 
good judgment, found the Dutcheſs much diverſt- 
on, by giving her a relation of his travels, and 
loon obſerv'd her to be of a nature much. incluyd 
to mirth, and a pleaſant paſſing away of the time. 
She inquir'd particularly concerning the gallan- 
try at Napſes, would needs know whether the 
Women there have much freedom, and whether 
the Gallants of Italy were comparable to thoſe of 
Spain. In fine, Don Pedro was confirnyd by the 
queſtions ſhe put to him, that if ſhe were not very 
well read inthe buſineſs of Courtſhip and Gallan- 
try, it was not for want of good will. She would 
needs entertain him at a dinner to both their mu- 
tual ſatisfaction : Soon after dinner he would have 
taken his leave of her, but ſhe would not by any 
means permit it, telling him herLord would not re- 
turn that day,that he-muſt needs be her gueſt, and 
very obligingly adding, chat perſons of his worth 
being very rare in Cataloma, they were not to be 
parted with till ſome extraordinary neceſſity for- 
ced them away, and conſequently the happineſs 
of their company was to be improy'd to the. ut- 
moſt. 

She thereupon led him into a Cloſer, which by 
reaſon of its ſpaciouſnets was very cool, adormd 
with Pictures, Porcelane, and other Rarities, and 
furniſhed, beſides all things ſuitable to the great- 
neſs of the Perſon, with a ſumptuous Conch,cove- 
red with a Satin quilr. Having ſeated him on it,he 

related 
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related to her his adventures at Granada, Sewil; 


and Madrid, as alſo thoſe he had met with in a- 
ly, which are not come to my knowledge. The 
Dutcheſs heard him with much attention, and he 
told her at laſt, that he was reſolved to marry, if 
he could but meet with a Woman ſunple enough 
to ſecure him, as to theſe inconventencies which 
witty Women run their Husbands into. 41 Eſtate 
T have, continu'd he, plentiful enough, and though ſhe 
T ſhall marry hawe no fortune at all, ſo ſhe be 2yell brought 
up, and not over-deformed, I ſhall nat ſcruple to marry 
her ; though, to be *r with you, I ſhould rather 
make choice of one that 2were unhandſome, ſo ſhe were 
ſample, than a handſom one that were not. Ah how 
ſtrangely do you miſapprehend things in my judgment 
ſays the Dutcheſs to him, or, what do you mean,when 
904 ſay, well brought up ? I mean a virtuous 2v0- 
2n1an, and of good reputation, replies he. And how s it 
poſſible a woman that 1 little better than a natural fool 
can be virtuous, ſays the fair Lady, ſmce ſhe knows 
not what wirtue is, nay, w not in a capacity to learn? 
How do you imagine a fool can have any affe&tion for 
you, having not the apprehenſzon to know you * ſhe will 
be wanting to her duty, yet not be ſenſible of it ; where= 
as a woman of underſtanding, in caſe ſhe ſhould be di- 
ſtruſtful of her own wirtue, will make a ſhift to avoid 
the occaſions which may endanger the loſs of it. 

Their conteſtation took up much longer time, 
the Granadine maintaining, that a woman ſhould 
aſpire to no greater knowledge than that of loving 
her husband, being faithful ro him, and careful of 
the government of her houſe and children ; and 
the Dutcheſs on the other ſide defirous to convince 
bim, that a ſimple woman was not able to do any 


thing of all this; nay, that though ſhe were hand- 
ſome, 
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ſome, it would not be long ere ſhe would be 
thought troubleſome. They were both fatisfhed of 
one anothers Wit and Judgment, and the mutual 
good opinion they had conceiv*d one of another, 
was ſoon heightned into an aftection ; nay, I may 
ſay ſomething yet greater. There was not only a 
ditference between the Granadime and the Duke,as 
to age, underſtanding, and perſon, but the for- 
mer was of ſuch an exact compoſure as the world 
haply afforded bur few like him; and if he was 
thought ſich by his Dutcheſs, he in requital 
thought her the handſomeit woman he had ever 
ſeen. He was bold as a Lion, and never had the 
opportunity to be alone with a woman, but he 
made profter of his Service to her. If it were ac- 
cepted'he did the beſt he could; if offence were 
taken, he caſt himſelf on his knees, and calling 
himſelf firſt the preſimpruous Ix;-z, he craved 
pardonſo ingemouſly, and with ſuch exquiſite hy- 
pocriſie, that either his offence was pardoned, or 
haply it would not have been taken amiſs if he 
oftended again. I never thought, ſaid he to the Mag- 
netick Dutcheſs, to have met with a Perſon able to 
have forced me out of an opinion 2vherein ſo many expe- 
riences had confirmed me : but I muſt withal confeſs, T 
never was before oppoſed in it by a perſon extraordinary 
as you are, whoſe Soul alone, 2without making any ad- 
vantage of your beauty ( which yet defies the 2trld to 
parallel it ) may exerciſe what juriſdiction it pleaſes 
over all thoſe ho have apprehenſion enough to acknow- 
ledge, that your excellencies are greater than thoſe of all 
other 2omen put together. You have cured me of one er- 
ror, but ſuffer me to groan under ſomething elſe which 
zs ſo much the more dangerous, and hard to be cured, 
by how much I take greater pleaſure in my ſickneſs, and 


{atisfie 


42 The Fruitleſs Precaution. Nov. 1; | 


ſatisfie, by enduring it, the nobleſt ambition man can be 
capable of. : 

I have now forgot what other hyperboles he 
drew up together, to engage the Dutcheſs's virtu- 
ous inclinations; as alſo what reſerves of patheti- 
cal impertinencies he was forc*d to make uſe of; 
for, he was upon a very hot and dangerous ſer- 
vice of Courtſhip. Nor could I ever learn with 
what countenance the Dutcheſs entertain'd a For- 
lorn of Love and Gallantry ſo confidently brought 
up; whether ſhe receiv'd the amorous charge 
{uitably to the fierceneſs of it ; or made the weak- 
er reſiſtance out of hope of better quarter. Theſe 
particulars, though much deſirous of it, I could 
never -have any account of, and only have it , 
from one of the Dutcheſles Gentlewomen, ſince 
dead in France of the King's Evil, that the Cloſer 
door was lock*d upon them at two of the clock, 
and that they were there together till ſupper-time; 
and beſides what the Gentlewoman ſaid, I know 
my ſelf by experience, that Opportunity makes the 
Thief. Night came on, the indulgent Deity of 
ſtoln Loves; but Doz Pedrc and the Dutcheſs were 
prejudic*d rather than oblig'd by it, for out of a 
regard to Civility, and to keep the Servants from 
talking, ( whoſe jealoufies ever magnifie things to 
the great prejudice of Truth, a Vertue they are 
profeiPd enemies to) they called for lights, which 
being brought, were darkned by the two bright 
eyes Heaven had beſtow?d on the Dutcheſs, and 
which then out-vy*d the Stars with their lively 
ſparkling. Her complexion, which now had dou- 
bled the hue of its native carnation, appeard 
brighter to Don Pedro, than the Sun in a Summers 
day,and his face too had a bttle touch of the violet 
inclining to red. But * 


But as they were beholding one another with 
much confidence and fatisfaction, an alarm came 
to the Dutcheſs, that the Duke her Husband was 
come into the Court. All ſhe could do upon {© 
ſudden notice was, to diſÞoſe her much aſtoniſhed 
Gallant into a Cloſet where ſhe kept her perfu- 
med Waters, and having locked him in, to caſt 
her ſelf on a Bed. The Duke, who was a Man 
of threeſcore Years of Age at leaſt, comes into 
his Ladies Cloſet, and finds her freſh as a Roſe ur 
on the Buſh. He told her, that a Letter he had 
received from the Vice-Roy had occaſioned þ1s 
Return ſooner than he expected. He was grown 
very hungry, and ord:=red to be brought him into 
the Cloſet what there was ready;and the Dutcheſs, 
though ſhe had no great Stomach to eat ary hing 
with him, while her Gallant ſhook, or haply d: q 
ſomething elſe, for fear, yct took a Chair, and 
fare near the Table. She was of a dif Poſen Cx- 
treamly inclined to make ſport, and fo dicrtive, 
as that it, ina manner, r-trieved her old Husband 
into Youth again ; io much.was he pleated at eve- 
ry thing ſhe did. It was an ordinary thing between 
them to lay extravagant Wagers, and that moſt 
commonly when ſhe had ſome occation of hu- 
mour to get Mony out of him, which the fimpie 
Man took great delight to loſe, as one that inex- 
preſſibly doted on ſo excellent a Woman. 

He never admired her ſo much as at this time ; 
She, to heighten his adnuration, told him a hun- 
dred pleaſant ſtories ; at which the good Duke 
was ready to burſt with laughing : for eating with 
a good Stomach, and at the ſame time laughing 
very heartily, he was two or three times ſo near 
choaking, that they were forced to give him {uch 
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thumps on the back, as he would have taken ve- 
ry unkindly at another time : but rhrough God's 
Mercy, he got no hurt, only a Crum or two miſg'd 
their way down his Throat. At laſt, the Dutcheſs, 
who had a malicions humour to make ſport at 
any thing, would needs divert her ſelf at the Coſt 
of her impriſoned Gallant. She told the Duke, 
that it ſeemed a iong time to her ſince they had 
laid any Wager ; and that ſhe would gladly lay 
an hundred Piſtols with him, upon ſach a Match 
and Terms as they ſhould agree upon. The Duke - 
told her he was at her Service, and expected what 
ſhe would propoſe. The Dutcheſs made many 
Propoſals to him, which ſhe was confident he 
would not accept ; and at laſt ſhe asked him,whe- 
ther he would lay any Wager, that he named all 
thoſe things requiſite, about an Houſe, that were 
made of Tron. The Duke took'her up, though 
he thought the Wager very extravagant : and ha- 
ving called for Pen, Ink and Paper, as ſoon as 
they had taken away, and his Almoner ſaid Grace 
( for the Duke was a Man of good example) he 
writ down the names of all the Iron things he 
could think on : But ſich was the Dutcheffes 
good fortune, as that he forgot to ſet down Keys. 
She cauſed him divers times to read over what he 
had writ ; and having asked him whether he had 
any thing to add, ſhe folded up the Paper, and 
told him ſhe would take time to examine it, and 
in the interim acquaint him with an Adventure 
had happened to her, one of the moſt pleaſant he 
had ever heard of. 

I as gotten ( continued ſhe ) preſently after your 
departure, to one of the Balconies of the Caſtle, 20hich 
looks towards the Rogd ; where I had not been long &er 
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T ſpyed paſſing by, mounted on a Mule, a Man of a 
goodly and graceful Preſence, who, by the rate of hs ri- 
ding, ſeemed to be employed upon ſome buſmeſs that re- 
quired more than ordinary expedition. I was very de- 
frrons to know what might be the occaſion of his Lofte 
and thereupon ſent a Page after him to bring him to me. 
I muſt needs acknowledge, I never ſaw an handſomer 
Man, nor one more likely to make the graveſt Matron, 
or ſtrifteſ} Nun, break their Vows of Chaſtity. T asked 
him, Whence he travelled, and What he was ? He gave 
me an Account of hinelf with ſo much Gallantry and 
Ingenuity, that he inflamed me with a deſire of more of 
his Converſation. T prevailed with him ſo far, as that 
he was willing to ſtay the remainder Fi the day in the 
Caſtle, and give me a Relation of his Adventures, which 
muſt needs have been very remarkable, and conſequently 
very pleaſant in the Relation. He acquitted _—__ an- 
ſwerably to my expeFation ; and I muſt confeſs, I was 
never better pleaſed ith any ſtory in my life ; and 1 
ſhall not think it much to let you participate of the plea- 
ſantneſs of it. 

She thereupon acquainted the Duke what had 
happened to Dor Pedro at Granada, Sevil and Ma- 
drid ; whereat the good Man, who made as much 
ſport at a fooliſh {tory, as any Duke within an 
hundred Miles of him, ſpent his Spleen in ſich 
violent and immoderate Laughters, as occaſioned 
thoſe as well of the Dutcheſs, as the chiefeſt of 
the Duke's Menial Servants, with whom he 
innocently lived in great Intimacy and Familia- 
rity. She afterwards acquainted him what had 
happened to her Gallant in Ialy ; which was alto 
very pleaſant, as I have been told, but the par- 
culars I could never learn. Oaly this I knoxy, 
ular the Duke laughed fo heariuty thereat, that 
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Don Pedro himſeif, locked up as he was, could 
hard'y forEzar. - She toid him what an 11] Opt- 
nion he had of all Women that pretended to 
any thing of Wit, the Reaſons which he alledged 
to mairtain it, and thoſe which ſhe had urged m 
oppolition thereto. | 

At lait, having found her. Husband, and all 
that were preſent, nay , Don Pedro himſelf, fo 
muc!i1 {port, that they were weary of it, ſhe rold 
the Duke, that the Gallant of Granada, after the 
Relarion of þ15 Adventures, grew ſo preſumptu- 
O!28, as to make his Applications to her, and had 
done it with to mach Addreſs, that, not knowing 
how to take it amiſs frem a Stranger, that he was 
ſo confiden: 1 his Courtſhip, as to aim at her En- 
jovments, ſhe was fo taken with lum, that it was 
no herd marter for him to perceive it, To be ſhort, 
to kat end ſhou!d I detain yeu longer ( continued the 
Dutcheſs ) juch a perſon may attempt any thing, and 
not be thought too confident. We ſpent moſt part of the 
day regether, to cur mutual ſatisfaction ; and would 
have been together ſtill, had you not come upcn ms when 
T leaſt expetted you : I ſhall not diſſemble with you, T 
was beth iroubled and ſurprized at your Return. My 
levely Stranger ſeemed to be more aſtoniſhed than I was ; 
T, with much precipitation, got him ito my Cloſet of 
perfumed Waters, whence he hears me if he be not dead 
out of fear : but, confident of the influence I have over 
en, and being of my own nature, unwilling to diſſemble, 
eve in thoſe thirgs wherein the freedom of my humour 
might preve prejudicial to me, I would needs frd you 
matter of diverſion at the coſt of that pocr Gentleman, 
whom I will ſer at liberty ſo ſoon as you are departed to 
nour Chamber, and diſmiſs him that he may return to 
Granada, where, he ſays, he gees to find cut a Woman 
" {mple encrgh ro be his brite. Tone 
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The Dutcheſs accompanied her Re'ation with 


ſo much ingenuity, freedom and hkeitncod, thier 
the Duke began to quit his Tfirth, and to tike 
things in good earneſt. He grew pa.:; was 
afraid his Lady had faid no more than watt was 
true ; nay, could not forbear asking hcr fer the 
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fears : He asked her a ſecond time for the Key of 


the Cloſet : She denied to give it him. H2wou d 
needs have it, and ſtarred out of his Chair in a 
great fury. Not ſo faſt, my Lord, not (o faſt (lays 
the Dutcheis to him) Before you ask for Keys (0 haſt i- 
ly, pray have the patience leiſurely to read the Inwntory 
you have given me;ycu have forgotten to ſet dawn KEyS : 
you cannot dn that they are unall'y made of Iron,and that 
gou have liſt your hundred Piſtols avhich I accordmaly ex- 
pect to be immediately paid me : and know withal, hat 
zt was only to convince you that you had loft, as aljo to 
put you into o good an humour, as that you might part 
the more freely with your Mony, that I have enteriained 
you with fo pleaſant a ſtory. Take hecd anther tine 
or be not {o eaſie of belief, ns to receive for true, 21at 
is pure Fiftion and Romance. There is ns probadility, 
that ſo many extraordinary Adventures ſhon!d happen t9 
the ſame Man; and much ls, that Tlnd have rela- 
zea ſuch a ſtory, if it were irue. 

The Dutcheſs ſpoke this with ſich a cond nt 
indifference, that the Dnke was: more eafi:v in- 
duced to beheve all ſh? had ſaid was fabulous, 
than he had been to think it trac. He langhea of 
all, as1if he had been little btcer than out of hi5 
Wits ; he admired the miracnions ingenmey of 
his Wife, and obliged all kis Doraoticks thar wor. 
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preſent.to a ke admiration, who were haply as 
credulous Fools as their Maſter. Do but ſee, for God's 
ſake, faid he, breaking forth into loud exclama- 
tions and laughter, do but ſee, with what Artifices 
the hath ſatisfied me that I had loſt my Wager. The 
Dutcheſs was ready to burſt with laughing, her 
Gentlewomen were not much behind. Dor Pedro 
in the Cloſet was forced to add to the Dutcheſſes 
perfumed Waters, the better to ſmother his joy. 
Ar laſt, having given his Steward order to deliver 
his Lady the hundred Piſtols, he took his leave of 
her, and went to his own Lodgings, often telling 
her, one while, that ſhe was a Female Devil ; 
another, that ſhe had a Wit and Invention beyond 
the Devil. The Servants repeated the ſame thing af- 
ter their Maſter ; ſo that till he was abed and 
aſleep, nothing was talked of about the houſe, 
but the damnable Wit of the Dutchels. 
In the mean time, the Dutcheſs being paid the 
hundred Piſtols by the Steward, cauſed the Cham- 
ber-door to be locked ; and having brought Dor: 
Pedro out of his impriſonment, not fully recove- 
red of the fear ſhe had pur him into, ſhe preſled 
him to acknowledge, that a witty and diſcreet 
Woman may, without prejudice to her Honour, 
falve a misfortune, whereof the very thought 
would make a ſimple one die for fear. She would 
needs have him eat of what her Women had 
brought up for her ſelf. He intreated her to ex- 
cuſe him, and to diſmiſs him as ſoon as might be. 
She gave him the hundred Piſtols ſhe had got of 
her Husband, with a Gold Chain, and her own 
Picture, which amounted to as much, and defired 
him to remember her, and to give her an account 


of his further Adventures, 
Having 
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Having thereupon embraced him with much 
aftection, ſhe recommended him to the Conduct 
ofher Women, who put him and his Mule ſecret- 
ly out at a' Back-door. He thought it no pru- 
dence to lodge in that place, but to ride forward 
two Leagues, to the Town where he thought to 
have dined the day before, when the Dutcheſs re- 
tained him. 

As he rid atong, what had happened to him 
with the amorous Dutcheſs was perpetually pre- 
ſent to his thoughts. He could not ſufficiently 
admire, art leaſt, as he then thought, the read- 
neſs wherewith at firſt ſight ſhe entertained her 
aftection, even before ſhe knew him ; her confi- 
dence to make ſo ſtrange and pleaſant a ſtory to 
the Duke, which yet was but too true ; and laſt- 
ly, her ſubtilty in falving all by applying i it to the 
Wager. He could not alſo but admire the eaſte 
nature and ſimplicity of the Duke ; he pitied him, 
and, after all Accidents and Circumſtances weigh- 
ed, was confirmed more than ever in the opinton, 
that a witty Woman was of a difficult keeping ; 
and thence inferred, that if the Dutcheſs had not 
been over-confident of her own Wit, ſhe would 
not ſo eaſily have executed what ſhe had been ſo 
defirous to do, nor have been guilty of a Preſum- 
ption ſo incredible, as to declare it to her Huſ- 
band. 

In fine, from all the Adventures he had run 
through, and all the Experiences he had of Man- 
kind, he derived a certain confidence, that he 
thould never run the hazard of being _— 
nately married, either by not taking any Wife 
all, or marrying one ſo {imple, as knew no lite 


rence between Love and Averiion. : 
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Amidſt theſe RefieCtions, he arrived at Madrid, 
wher?2 he found his Contin Don Rodrigues polieſled 
of iis Fathers Eſtate, and married to his Couſin. 
He urdcrftood from him, that YViolanta was mar- 
ried, and that the fair Virgmma was gone to the 
Hd::s with her Husband. From Madrid he took 
bis Journey for Granada. He alighted at his Aunts, 
wio entertained him with unexpreſlible kindneſs, 
and acquainted him that Saraphina led a Saint's 
Life in the Nunnery, and that her beloved Ser- 
vant was dead, oat of pure Griefand Indignation 
that he kad not prevailed with her to quit the ho- 
Iy Life ſhe had obliged her ſelf ro, and marry 
him. 

The next day. he went along with his Aunt to 
fee young Laura, Saraphinas Daughter, ſhe had 
been put into a Convent at four Years of Age, 
and might then be about ſixteen or ſeventeen. 
He thought her beautiful as all the Angels toge- 
thor, and withal ſimple beyond all the Nuns that 
came into the Worid without Wit, and were ta- 
ken out of it &er they got any. He viewed her 
very f:rioufly, and was extreamiy taken with her 

eauty. He obliged her to ſpeak, and could 
not but admire her ſimplicity and her innocence. 
He doubted not but-that he had found out what 
he fought : And what made him have a greater 
inelination for Laura was, that he had had a 
great love for Seraphina, and perceived her Daugh- 
ter to be much hike her, though incomparably 
more handome. He acquainted his Aunt that 
ſhe was not his Daughter, and how that he had 
ſome intentions to marry her. His Aunt encou- 
raged h;m in his defign, and acquainted Lawra 
therewith ; who exprefied not anv, either fatiſ- 
faction 
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faction or diſſatisfaction thereat. Den Pedro took 
order for the furniſhing of his Houſe, heark- 
ned out for ſich Men-ſervants as were in ſome 
meaſure remarkable for their fſottiſhneſs ; laid 
out for Maids as {imple as the Viiſtreis that was 
to govern them, and had much ado to find any. 
He made her Cloaths as rich and ſumptuous as 
any could be made in Granada. All the Perſons 
of Quality about the City were at the Wedding, 
and were no lets fatished with Lauras Beauty, 
than ditiatisfied with hr want of Underitanding. 
The Ceremonies of the Wedding were over in ve- 
ry good time, ſo that the new married Couple 
were leſt alone. Don Pedro ordered his Servants 
to go to their Beds, and, having ſent away his 
Wifes Maids, after they had undretied her, locked 
the Chamber-door. 
Having thus ordered things, Den Pedro, out of 
a tranſcendency of Prudence, which was the 
greateſt madneſs in the World, put in execution 
the moſt fantaſtick deſign that could fall into the 
imagination of a Man, who had all his life been 
accounted a Perſon of Underſtanding. Being 
more fool than his Wife was ſimple, he would 
needs try how far he might truſt her ſimplicity. 
He ſet himſelf in a Chair, cauſed his Wife to ſtand 
before him, and faid theſe words to her, or others 
haply no leſs impertinent : Tu are now my Wife, 
a happines for hich I hope T ſhall have cane to ble(s 
Ged as long as 5ve live together. Let it ſink very deep- 
ly into your mind 2what I am going to tell you, anc ob- 
ſerve it exattly os lomo as you lrve, both for fear of of< 
fending God, and di; ſbleaſing ”e me. At all theſe hony- 
ed words the innocent Laura made Very low 


Courteites, whether {eatonably or not, is 20 great 
I 1atre :T, 
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matter, and looked on her Husband as timerouſ- 
ly, as a Boy newly ſent to School would on an 
imperious Pedant. Do you know (continued Dor 
Pedro) what kind of life perſons that are married do 
Jead 2 I know nothing of it (replies Laura, making 
a Courtzy lower than any before) but if you will 
reach it me, T ſhall be as perfect m it as in my Ave- 
mary : (and then another Courtzie.) Don Pedro 
was the moſt ſatisfied Man in the World, to find 
his Wife much more ſimple than he could well 
have expected. He drew out of a Cloſet that 
was in the Chamber, a Suit of Armour, very 
Tich, and very light, which he had ſome time 
worn at a magnificent Reception, which the City 
had made for the King of Spain. He put his Ideot- 
Wiie into them, he put on her head a little gilt 
Head-piece cover'd with a Plume of Feathers, girt 
a ſhort Sword to her ſide; and having put a Lance 
into her hand, told her, that the duty of ſuch 
married Women as would be accounted virtuous, 
was, to watch their Husbands while they {lepr, 
Arm'd all over, as ſhe then was. She made him 
no Anſwer ; but with her ordinary Reverences, 
which had not haply been at an end a good while, 
if he had not commanded her to take two or 
' three turns about the Chamber : which ſhe did 
by chance with ſo much Majeſty (her natural 
Beauty, and Pallas-like Accoutrements contribu- | 
ting much thereto) that the over ſubtil Granadnm 
was in a manner out of himſelf for joy to ſee it. 
He went to Bed, and Laura continued in the po- 
ſture he had left her in, till five in the Morning. 
The moſt prudent and moſt circumſpect of all 
the Husbands that ever were , at leaſt, who 


thought himſelf no lets, got up, put on his Cloaths, 
diſarnrd 


Nov. I. The Fruitleſs Precaution. 53 
difarnvd his wife, help*d her to put off her Cloathe, 
and having diſpogd.her into the Eed out of which 
he aroſe, kiſ#d her over and over, ard wept out 
of pure joy that he had found, as te thought, 
What he look'd for. He order'd her to he in Bed 
till it were very late ; and having commanded the 
Maids not to diſturb her, he went to Mafe, and 
thence about his Occaſions; for I had forgot to 
tell yon, that he had bou oht an Office at Granada, 
ſich as might be that of a perpetual Mayor or 
oheritt. 

The fir} Night of the Nuptia's was ſpert in 
the manner you heard, and the Husband was fich 
a Coxcomb as to make no better uſe of the ſecord. 
But Heaven puniſh*d him according to the vfe he 
made of his Talent. There happerd a buſineſs, 
which oblig'd him, all excuſes iaid aſide, to rake 
Poſt the fame day, and make e1l the expedition he 
could to Court. He had no more t:me al.ewed 
him, -than to ſhift himſelf, to put on other Cloaths, 
and to take leave of kis Wife, whom he comman- 
ded, npon pain of God's dil pleaſi lire, and F153 own, 
exactly to obſerve, in his abſence, the Life that 
married Women were to lead. 

Thoſe who have aiy thing to do at Ciera 
uncertain how long it may be, &er they are IE 
patch'd. Don Pedro thought not to have ſtaid 
abroad above five or ix dave, but his buttneſs 
kept him there hke a Burr, row {ticking to one 
Conrtier,anon to another for four or five Months; 
in the mean time, the fimple Laura neglected not 
her duty, ſpent the Nights according to her Huf- 
band's Order, in Armor r, ard the Davs that ſtic- 
ceeded them in ſuch Works as ſhe bed learrd 
among the Nuns, 

Merch 
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Much about this time came a Gentleman of 
Corduba to proſecute a Law-ſiut at Granada. He 
was, as to his Internals, no Fool ; as to his Exter- 
nals, handlome enough. He often ſaw Laura 
in her Balcony, and thought her very handſome : 
he often paſsd and repaſsgd by her Windows, a 
kind of Courtſhip ordinary in Spain : and Laura, 
on the other ſide, fo let him go to and tro, with- 
out either knowing what it meant, or indeed, 
having any defire to know. A Citizen's W tte, of 
mean Quality, who lived over againſt Dor Pedro? S + 
Houſe, being of a nature extreamly charitable, 
and concermnsg her ſelf much in the Ex1gencies of 
any ſhe faw dittreſ&d, foon took notice both of the 
AtteCtion of the Stranger,and the Inſeniib1uty of her 
fair Neighbour thereof: She was a Woman could 
manage a buſmeſs with abundance of Conduct 
and Circumſpection ; and the principal Quality 
ſhe profelied, was that of making Matches, and 
ſoliciting Venereal Cauſes, whether they were 
juit or unjuſt, 1t matter'd not, fo they brought ; n 
ſomething to make the Pot boyl. And this Em- 
ployment Nature ſeervd to have defied her for, 
as having furniſh'd her with all the Accompliſh- 
ments requiſite in ſuch as would be eminent there- 
in; for ſhe had ſome skill in making of Perukes, 
ſhe had a Penſion from all Chamber-maids and 
Waiting-Gentlewomen, to fell their Ladies Cait 
Cloaths, and their own, and other things, which 
Vvour meaner ſort of G -ntlewomen make a oreat 
ſhew with : ſhe diſtil'd ſeveral torts of Waters : 
ſhe had ſome Secrets for the beautiiying of the 
Body ; and, above all, the had confidence enough 
to pretend to fome Skill in Chyromancy and Aftro- 


logy ; and upon that account lying under ſome 
ſu{picion 
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ſuſpition of being a Witch. She ſo conſtantly ſa- 
lated the Gentleman of Corduba every time he 
paſgd by her Neighbour's Door, that he could 
not but imagine it done out of ſome deſign. He 
retnrnd her Salutation, went to her, and with 
the ſame labour became acquainted with her, 
and improv*d that Acquaintance into Friendſhip : 
he made her privy to his Love, and promisd her 
a very good Reward if ſhe prov*d a. ſucceſsful So- 
licierefs on his behalf to her Neighbour. 

Upon this Encouragement ( Inftructions ſhe 
needed not any) the old piece of Brokery beſtirs 
her ſelf immediately ; ſhe ſoon prevaiPd with the 
{imple Servants to let her in to the Miſtreſs, under 
pretence of ſhewing her ſome Rarities which ſhe 
had to ſell; She commended her Beauty, be- 
moar'd her being deprived 14 ſoon of her Huf- 
band's Company ; and, being left alone with her, 
brought in ſome diſcourſe of the gallant Gentle- 
man who paſgd by her Doors ſo often. She to!d 
her, that he lov'd her beyond his Life, and was 
paſſionately deſirous to become her Servant, if {o 
be ſhe would permit him. Truly, truly, I am very 
much oblig*d to him ( replies the. innocent Laura ) 
and ſhould gladly entertain him into my Serwvice ; bus 
the Houſe» is now full of Servants, and till ſome one of 
them be diſmiſed, 1 dare nit entertain any in my Hu- 
band's Abſence. I will write to him about it, if thas 
Gentleman be defirozs T ſhould, and doubt not but he will 
do any thing IT ſhall preſs him to. 

The tempting Gipſie needed not fo great a di{- 
covery to be fatisfPd, that Laura was little re- 
moved from Simplicity it ſelf. She therefore made 
her apprehend, as well as ſhe could, after what 
manner the Gentieman was defirous to ſerve _ : 

told 
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told her, he wasa Perſon of as great an Eſtate as 
ber Husband ; and that if ſhe was deſirous to 
make any tryal of it, ſhe would bring her, as a 
Preſent from him, Jewels of great value, and 
what elſe ſhe ſhouid defire. Alas, Madam! (fays 
Laura) I have ſo much of hat you ſpeak of, that I 
know not what to dowith them. Nay, if it be ſo (re- 
Pited the Satanical Ambaſſadreſs ) and that you do 
not much care whether he make you any Preſents, do hins 
but the faverr that he may give you a Viſit. That he 
may as when he pleaſes (lays Laura) there's no body 
hinders him. That will do very well (replies the old 
One) but it were better if” none of your Servants knew 
of it. That's no hard matter (replies Laura) for my 
Women lie not in my own Chamber, and I go to Bed 
Without their aſſiſtance, and that very late. Take this 
Key, which opens any Lock about the Houſe, and about 
Eleven at Night he may come in at the Garden-gate, 
where there us a little pair of Stairs that lead to my 
Chamber. 

The old Crone, upon that, took her by the 
hands, and kifs'd them over andover ; telling her, 
ſhe wou'd go and revive the poor Gentleman, 
whom ſhe had left half dead. How comes he to be 
m that cindition ? (cries Laura, not a. little fright- 
ned.) *Tzs you are the occaſim of his Death (replies 
the old Temptrefs.) Laura grew pale, as if ſhe 
had been convicted of a Murther, and would have 
made Proteitations of her Innocence, 1f the wic- 
ked Agent, who thought not fit to make any fur- 
ther rryal of her Ignorance, had not cait her Arms 
about her Neck, afturing her the fick Party 
would not dz, taking leave of her. | 

It may be well imagin'd ſhe was not ſo neglet- 
ful as to leave behind her that miraculous Key, 

which 
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which operrd all Doors. There may haply be 
ſome body. who, upon reading what is here ſaid 
of that Key, will think he hath play*d the Critick 
rarely, when he ſhall ſay, that it was enchanted, 
and that this paſſage betrays ſomething of Fable : 
but whoever he be, let hum know thus much from 
his moſt humble Servant, that the Maſters of Fa- 
miles in Spain have ſuch Keys, which they call 
Miſtreſe-keys ; and accordingly, take heed ano- 
ther time, how he carps at what he underftands 
Tot. Bur now I think oft, let him take what 
falls within his narrow apprehenſion which way j 
he pleaſes : may I be thought as impertinent as | 
he, if everI trouble my head with it. | 
Nor ſhalll care a jor, if he think this very Dt- f 
greſſion impertinent ; let him make a Parentkeſis 
of it, if he will. I know he is impatient to know 
'whar the old Woman does ; ſhe is juſt gone to the 
Amotous Gentleman, who is at her Houſe en- 
tertaining a Daughter of hers ; one, her Mother 
deſigns to be her Succeflor in the Diſcipline of ad- 
vancing the Enjoyments and Accommodations of 
Mankind. Knocking as hard as ſhe conld at the 
Door, the Gentleman began to ſiſpeft he might 
be betray*d ; but the Daughter underſtood it to 
ſrenifie the happy Succeſs of her Mother's Inter- 
ceſſion, as having learnt from her, and ſhe from 
the common Proverb, that, Who brings good News 
3s not afraid to knock at the Door. She comes into 
the Room with an Infernal Smile in her Counte- 
nance, and gave him that account of her furthe- 
rance of the butmets, as made him ready to leap 
out at the Windows forjoy. He rewarded her 
very liberally, and expected Night with much 
impatience. It comes at laſt, thongh never the 
ſooner 
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ſooner for his expectation. He gets into the Gar- 
den, and, with as little noiſe as might be, to Lay- 
ras Chamber-door, while ſhe was walking very 
ſeriouſly up and down the Chamber, all in Ar- 
mour, and a Lance in her hand, according to the 
wiſe InſtruCtions of her extravagant Husband. 
There was one ſmall Light, and that plac'd in a 
remote corner of the Chamber, the Door being 
wide open to receive the Gallant ſhe expected. 
But he ſeeing the glimpſe of a Perſon all in Ar- 
mour, made no doubt but there was ſome Trea- 


chery in the buſineſs. His Fear at that time over- 


maſier'd his Love, how violent ſoever .it might 
be ; fo that he made more haſte to be gone, than 
he had to come thither ; umagining he could hard- 
ly get ſoon enough into the Street. He went to 
his Proxey, and acquainted her what danger he 
had been in. She, to vindicate the fincerity of 
her procedure, went the next Day to Laura, who 
preſently askd her, whether the Gentleman were 
{111 fick, and why he came not according ro-ap- 
pointment ? He zs neither ſick, nor hath fail d to 
come ; (replyed Satan) but fmding a Man all m Ar- 
our walking up and down your Chamber, it frightnea 
him away. Laura, at this, burſt out into a laugh- 
ter, ſhe could not recover her ſelf out for a good 
while, which the old One knew not how to inter- 
pret. At laſt, not able to laugh any longer, and 
making a ſhift to ſpeak, ſhe told her Neighbour, 
that it muſt needs be, the Gentleman was never 


married, and that it was ſhe her ſelf who walk'd 


up and down the Chamber in Armour. 

The old Woman was ſtill to ſeek what Laura 
ſhould mean by that, and for a good while could 
not believe ſhe was well in her Wits ; but after 

abundance 
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abundance of queſtions and aniivers, ſhe appre- 
hended what ſhe could never have beitev'd, as 
well, of the MUPRCHY of a young Maid of [ xtCen 
years of age, that ſhouid know any thing aimoit ; 
as the extravagant Precaution ker husLand kad 
bethought him of to ſecnie his \ wes Honour. 
She thought it her beſt courie to k- -t Laura conti- 
nuve in her error til ſhe were undecerd by her 
expected Gallant, and ſo inſtead of 4 ing her 
ſurprize at the ſtrangeneſs of the ti; nes 1 ihe joviPd 
with Lawura in Ianghing at the fright the by d pur 
che Gentleman into. Arot! 1er appointment Was 
made that he ſhould give his perſonal appears 
ance at her Chamber that night. The 0:04 woma! 
tatizhed rhe Galant, and both admird the tOrtiſh- 
neſs as weil of the Husband as the Wife. 

Night caine on, he g-tsinto the Garden,thenc?2 
up the private Stairs, ard found Eis Lady : 198 
Armour, upon Duty, as i: 


! 
5 ſhe ugd ro be. He em- 
brac'd her, though all clad in Iron, and ſhe er- 
tertaiyd him as if ſhe had known kin from the 
hens day ſhe couid remember. At laſt he: as}. 
her why ſhe was all in Armour? She made ankver 
ſmiling, that ſhe might not put them off Por 
paſs away the night in any other poiture ; and 
cold him, tince he fol wd not to know fo mt 
that it was the adn of Married Women, and tha 
to fail in tne obſervance Tu rot Was a Very grove 
ſin. The crafty Cordrrole bad all the trouble in the 
World to undece I e be r, and tro. perfwads ner 
that ſhe vas abs vU, and trat t2 73 cf Marrid 
Perſons was quite another thing 
_ ER. he Pre vaipd with h 
5 content he ſhow! 
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more commodious and pleaſant than that which 
her Husband made her practiſe, which Laws ac- 
knowledged to be very inconvenient and Wearl- 
fom. He wasnor floarhful in diſarming her, he 
help'd alſo to undreſs her, as not finding her rea- 
dy enough at it, and having ſoon put off his own 
Cloaths, he laid himfeif by her, and made her 
confeſs there was a vaſt difterence between his 


precepts of Marriage, and thoſe her Husband 


had given her; he read her all the Lectures he 
could upon that Subject,and ſhe was ſo far appre- 
henſive of his inſtructions, as that ſhe grew nor 
weary of learning, plying It very hard, as long 
as her Husband contimyd at the Court. At laſt 
ſhe receiv'd a Letter from him, which acquaint- 
ed her that he was upon his return, and that he 
had diſpatch'd his buſineſs at Court : and the Cordu- 
ba Blade having alfo diſpatch'd his at Granadg, the 
crafty Companion return'd: home, without fo 
much as taking his leave of Laura, and I think 
without the leaſt regret for the loſs of her compa- 
ny, nothing being ſo frailas the love a man hath 
for a woman that 1s little better thana natural 
Fool. 

Nor was Laura on the other fide leſs indiffe- 
rent, but receiv'd her Husband with ſo much ſfa- 
tisfaction, and betray'd fo little reſentment for 
the loſs of her Gallant, as if ſhe had never ſeen 
him. Don Pedro and his Wite Supp'd together to 
the great ſatisfaction of both. Bed-time came, 
Don Pedro went into Bed as he was wont to do, 
and was much aſtoniſh*d to ſee his Wite in her 
Smock coming to Iye down by him. He askd 
her ina great Fury, why ſhe was not in Armour ? 


Sol ſhould indeed, ( aid ſhe to him, ) had not anc- 
ther 
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ther Husband taught me a more pleaſant way for a 
Woman to paſs away the night with her Husband. 
It ſeems then you have another Husband replies Don 
Pedro ? Nea,that I havwe,(lays ſhe to him,) [0 pretty 4 
man,and ſo handſom,that you will be raviſtd to ſee bim 
and yet I know not when we ſhall ſee him, for ſimce I re- 
ceiyd the laſt Letter you ſent, I could never ſet Eyes on 
him. 

Don Pedro, ſmothering the trouble of his 
thoughts, ask*d her, whoit was? She could not 
give any further account concernng him, but in 
requital proffer'd Don Pedro to ſhew him whar 


the other Husband had taughr her. The unhap- 


BY man pretended himſelf fick, and 1t's not un- 
likely he was fo, at leaſt in his mind. He there» 
upon turrd from her, and bethinking himſelf 
that he had made choice of an Ideot to be his 
Wife, who had not only done what blemiſf'd his 
Reputation, but thought her ſelf not oblig*d to 
conceal it, he calPd to mind the wholeſom ad- 
vice of the Dutcheſs, who no doubt would have 
been pleas'd with the account of this laſt adven- 
ture of his. He thereupon deteſted his Ercour, 
and was fatisfied,though too late ; that a virtuous 
and diſcreet Woman knows how to obſerve the 
Laws of Honour ; and if out of frailty,ſhe chance 
to break them, that ſhe can conceal her miſcar- 
TIAge. 

At laſt, taking heart, he reſolv*d to ſubmit with 
patience to a misfortune that was not to be re- 
medied. He continued for a time his pretence 
of being indiſpoſed, to ſee whether the Lectures 
of his Lieutenant had done any thing belides 
teaching his Wife what he had done better to have 
taught her himſelf, They Iir2d together for ſome 
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years afterwards ; he had always an eye over 
her Actions, and before he died, (having had no 
Children by her ) he left her his whole Eſtate, 
upon condition, ſhe would become a Nun, and 
£0 into the ſame Convent where Seraphina was, 
whom he acquainted that Laura was her Daugh- 
ter. He writ to Madrid, to his Couſin Den Ro- 
arigues, and ſent him the Hiſtory of his Life and 
Adventures, and acknowledged thit his embra- 
Cing ſo erroneous an opinion had reduc him to 
that misfortune which he feared moit of any, 
and againſt which he thought he had uſed the 
greateſt Pre-caution. | 

He died ; Laura was neither troubled at it, nor 
glad of it; ſhe went into the Nunnery where her 
Mother was, Who finding tie Eſtate left by Der 
Pedro to her Daughter, to be very great ; found- 
ed a Convent, and became the firit Abbeſs of it. 
The Hiſtory of Doz Pedro was divulged after his 
death, and ſerved to fatisfie thoſe that made any 
doubt of it. That without wit, Vertue cannot be per- 
felt ; That a wiity woman may be virtuous of her ſelf; 
and that a ſimple Woman cannot be ſuch, without the 


aſſiſtance and good diretfion of ſome other: 
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7 he Second Novel. 


H E moſt delightful ſeaſon of the 
year was putting the Fields and 
Trees into a verdant Livery, 
when a certain Woman came into 
Tiledo; a City, which, as well 
for its Antiquity, as its Eminence, 

takes place of any in Spamm.The Woman was hand- 

ſome, voung, ſubti], and ſuch a profe(sd enemy 
to Truth, that for whole years together, that Ver- 
tie, came not ſo much as once into her mouth, 
and what 1s much more to be admired, 1s, that 
Truth was never the worſe for it, at leaſt never 
complaurd of it. She had either the artifice, or 
the good fortune to be ever very ſucceſsful in her 
lies; and there is not any thing more certain, 
than chat a action of her drefling hath ſomerimes 
mer with approbatton of th2 {evereſt enemies of 

Falſhood. This was a Sctence, ſhe was ſo great 

a profetlor in, as that her Dictares would have 
| F 1 furm{t'd 
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furniſh*d the beſt cuſtomed Aſtrologers, the Poets, 
and the Mountebanks : in a word, this natural en- 
dowment was ſich in her, that the conjunction of 
it with the beauty of her countenance, in a ſhort 
time got her pieces of gold anſwerably to her in- 
ſinuations, and the crafty deſigns ſhe carried on. 
Her eyes were black, ſiveer, ſprightly, full of 
gallantry, and yet unmerciful Hectors, that had 
been convicted of four or five Murthers ; and 
ſtood charged with the ſiſpition of above fifty, 
which conld not be fully proved againſt them ; 
bur as for the unfortunate wretches whom they 
had wounded, it is hard to gueſs, nay indeed to 
imagine the number of them. For matter of dreſ- 
ſing, ſhe had an excellency and happineſs in it be- 
yond any of her Sex, infomuch that the leaſt 
pin faſtned by her hand wanted not its particu- 
lar-grace. For what eſpecially related. to her 
head, ſhe neither troubled any for either advice 
or aſliſtance; as making her Looking-glaſs, at 
the ſame time, her Council of State, her Coun- 
cil of War, and her Exchequer. How fatal muſt 
it be for any man to ſee ſich a Woman: ſince that 
if he ſaw her, he could not forbear falling in 
love with her, and if he loved her, he could not 
do it long, and be withal long without trouble. 
This Lady, accompliſh'd as I have defcrib'd 
her, came into Toledo, juſt in the cloſe of the 
Evening, much about the time that all the young 
Gentlemen of quality in the City were prepa- 
ring for a Maſque to be repreſented at the Nup- 
. tal folemnity of a ſtrange Lord, who was to be 
married toa Lady of one of the beſt Families in 
the Country. The Windows were become a 


kind of Firmament, by reaſon of the Torches 
which 
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which were placed in them, bur much more in 
reſpect of the Ladies who look'd out at m—— 
the great number of lights having reſtored to the 
{treets that day which the night lad depriv'd them 
of. The Ladies of meaner quality clad in their 
- Mantles, diſcovered to thoſe who beheld them, 
no more than what they thought moit worth the 
looking on. Many Bravoes, or rather (to uſe 
the modern word ) Trapanners » Blades, and 
Hectors, were hunting after ſome prize ; a ſort 
of people thar great Cities, ever Were and will 
be peſtred with ; who trouble themſelves nor 
much whether their good fortunes be real, pro- 
vided they be thought ſuch, or at leait doubted 
of; who never fer npon any, but in confidera- 
ble numbers, and that with infolence enough ; 
and who, upon their good faces, and a ſhort Han- 
ger within their breeches, aſſume ro themſelves 
. a juriſdiction over the lives of others, and think 
to make all the Women die for love, and the 
Men for fear. O what work would this day 
have found the ſoft-headed Complementers and 
Cajollers of Woman kind, and what low and 
pitiful equivocations were there ug! 

But among the reſt, a young man, who, of a 
Scholar, was not long before turd Page, was 
ſo prodigal of his Rhetorical fooleries before our 
Lady errant, as if he had thought beyond all 
language to expreſi how highly he admird her. 
He had ſeen her allight out of the Hackney-Coach 
that brought her, and was fo dazid at the ſight 
of her,that not content with thart,he had followed 
Her to the houſe where ſhe had taken a Cham- 
ber, and thence up and down to all thoſe places 
whither ſhe went, out of a deſire to ſee ſome- 
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thing. Atlaſt the ſtrange Lady having ſeated her 
ſelf m a place ſhe thought convenient to fee the 
Maſquers go bv ; the Eloquent Page, drelFd that 
day all in Linnen, much finer than ordinary, had 
100n faſtned on fjome diſcouvrie with her, he be- 
ing not the firit man ſhe had ever ſeen. Of all 
the Women in the World, ſhe had the beſt facul- 
Ly tO ENSAge a VOUng conceited fool upon many 
1mpertinencies, and that with the greateſt in{inu- 
ation, and moſt unexpected malice that could be. 
Imagine then, if finding this Page a Talker be- 
vond al! confidence, wiether ſhe engaged him 
not to ſpeak much more than he knew. She be- 
fotred kim with flatteries and commendations, 
and afterwards did what ſhe would with him. She 
iearid of him, that he ſerv'd an old Gentleman of 
Andaluzin,Uncie to him who was upon Marriage, 
and upon whoſe account the whole City was in {o- 
femnity ; that he was one of the weaithieſt men 
—_ of his quality ; and that he had not any to 
nake his heir but that Nephew, whom he had a 
Sons tenderneſs for, though he were one of the 
moſt ditolute young men in all Spam, one that 
ic! in love with all the Women he faw ; and, be- 
i:dcs the common Slugs, and ſuch as he con'd 
command u1on the account of his Gallantry or 
his Preſc nts, had ſometimes exerciſed his Satyri- 
cal violences upon Maids, without any regard 
ro tneir qualiries and conditions. To this he ad- 
ded; that his Riots and Extravagancies had made 
him a dear Nephew to his Uncle, and out of that 
refection was he more inclined to ſee him mar- 
ried, to try, if upon a change of his condition 
mere would enive a change of manners. 
Wille the Page was revealing all the ſecrets 
and 
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and concernments of his Maiter to her, ſhe ſtill 
by her ſoothing and admiring interruptions egg?d 
hum on to further diſcoveries, making her remarks 
to thoſe of her companv, W ith what grace and 
Pleaſingneſs he ſpoke handiome things : and, in 
fine, omitting nothing that might contribute 
ought to the endoing Ota young man,who had al- 
ready Cconceiv'd but too g00d an opinion of him- 
ſelf. © Commendations and Applauſes coming 
from an handi/ome Woman that had ſome detign 
in it, are dangcrous,and much to be feared. The 
POOT Page had no feoner acquainted Helenilla 
that he was born at Pai//:d9:, but ſhe preſently 
breaks forth into praiſes of that City, and the In- 
habirants of it, mfomuch that having run her ſeit 
out of breath in the commendations of them, e- 
ven to hyperboles, ſhe toid the befoo?d Page, 
that of all ſhe had known of that Countrey, ſhe 
had not ſeen any ſo handſom and accomplith'd a as 
himſelf. After this laſt touch of her flattery there 
needed no more to make an abſolute fool of him. 
She invited him to ſee her at her lodging, and it 
is not to be queſtioned, whether ſhe gave him 
her hand rather than any other. He fe It in him- 
{-If ſich agitations of joy, as made him do. ſuch 
things as fome wonid have thought him a letle 
crack-braurd ; and he was fully {atisfied, that a 
man ſhou!d never deſpair of a good fortune how 
miſerable foever he were. 

. The Lady being come to her Chamber, cau&gd 
the beſt Chair to be preſented to the Page. He 
was fo beſorted with his imaginary happineſs, in if 
going to tit down before he had well looked 
bout him, he fe!l ſhort of the Chair, his Pritch 
took acquaintance With the ground, he fcattcr* 

is 
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thing. At gi the ſiravge Lady having ſeated her 
{elf ma place ſhe thought convenient to fee the 
M: OUT YO by -- the Eloquent Page, arelPd that 
day all in Linnen, much fer than ordinary, had 
100N taſin=d on ijome difcourie with her, he De- 
ing not the firit man ſhe had ever ſen. Of all 
the Women in the Worid, the had the beſt facul- 
LY TO ENFASE a YOUNg Conceired fool ui -0N many 
inpertinenci?s, and thar with the orcatelt inſing- 
ation, ard molt unexpected malice that could be. 
Imagine then, if finding this Page a Talker be- 
vond al! confidence, wiether ſhe engaged him 
net to ſpeak much more tian he knew. ohe be- 
{otred kim with flatterices and commendations, 
and afterwards did what ſhe would with him. She 
iearivd of hun, that he ferv'd an old Gentieman of 
Andaltg%in,Uncie to rim who was upon Marriage, 
and upon whoſe account the whole City was in {0- 
emnitv ; that he was one of the wealthieſt men 
tere of his quality ; and that he had not any to 
inake his heir but that Nephew, whom he had a 
Preat tenderneſs for, though he were one of the 
HOT os cite young men in all Spain, one that 
i! in love with all the Women he faw ; and, be- 
1:dMcs the Common — and tuch as he could 
command vignthe account of his Gallantry OT 
Hs Preſents, hi 4d ſometimes exerciſed his Satvri- 
cal violenccs upon Maids, without any regard 
ro tneir qualities and conditions. To this he ad- 
ded, that his Riots and Extravagancies had made 
Kim a dear Nephew to his Uncle, and out of that 
refection was he more inclined to ſee him mar- 
ried, to fry, if upon a change of his condition 
tre Would cnive a change of manners. 
W ile the Page was revealing all the ſecrets 
and 
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and concernments of his Mater to her, ſhe ſtill 
by ker ſoothing and adnvring meerruptions eggd 
him on to further diſcover ies,making her remarks 
to thoſe of her companv, with what grace and 
pleaſingneſs be ſpoxe henciome things : and, 1n 
fine, omitting nothi ns that might contribute 
onght to the vndomng Ota young man,who had ai- 
ready Conceiv'd | but too Tc6d an opinion of him- 

ſelf. Commendations and Applauies coning 
from an handſome Woman that had ſome detion 
in it, are dangcrous,and mucl to be feared. ihe 
POOr Page had no fooner Fm Helenitla 
that he was born at 4:79, but ſhe prefentiy 
breaks forth into praiſes of tha t City, and the In- 

habirants of it, infomuch that having run her feit 


out of br reath in the commendations of them, C- 
ven to tYPerbo les, ſhe toid the befoo?Pd Page, 
that of binge iad knoxw nof that Countrev, ſhe 
had no ſeen any ſo hand/om and accompilira as 
Nimſe f Af this lait touch 1 of her tlattery there 
_. more to make an abſolute fool of him. 


ONE 1NVIEE I him to {ee her at her. lodging, and 1t 
is not to be que! tioned, whether ſhe gave him 
ner hand ra ther than any other. He felt in him- 
{-If ſich agitations of joy, as made Iyn do ſnch 
things as ome wan! id have thought him a little 
crack-Eranyd ; and he was fullv ſatished, that a 
man ſhould never defi 22:ir of a good fortune how 

miitcrable { lOEVe een were. | 
The Lady being come to her hamber, causd 
tne beſt Chair to be EM reſented to the Page. He 
was fo beſotted with his imaginary happineſs,the it 
onIing to tit down before he had well looked 2- 
bout him, he {!] ſhort of the Chair, Iis Britci 
took acquaintance with the ground, he fcattcr* 
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his cloak, hat, and gloves about the room, and 
had like to have fallen upon a Dagger that he had, 
which in his fall got out of the ſheath. Helemilla 
run to help him up, making as much ſtir as a 
Tyegreſs robb'd of her young ones: She took up 
the Dagger, and told him, ſhe could not endure 
he ſhould wear it any more that day, after the 
miſchief it was like to have done him. The Page 
got up all he had ler fall, and made many pitiful] 
complements ſiitable to the occaſion and the 
accident. 

In the mean time, Helenilla made as though ſhe 
could not recover her ſelf out of the fright ſhe 
bad been put into, and began to admire the neat=- 
neſs of the Dagger. The Page told her it came 
from his old Maſter, who had ſometime given it 
to his Nephew, together with a Sword, and all 
things belonging thereto, and that he had made 
Choice of it that day before many others that 
were in his Maſters Wardrobe, to wear upon ſome 
extraordinary occaſion. Helena propos'd to the 
Page whether ſhe might not go diſguisdto fee at- 
ter what manner perſons of quality were marrt- 
ed at Toledo. The Page told her the Ceremony 
would not be till midnight, and invited her to a 
Collation in the Steward's Chamber, who was 
very much his friend. He thereupon took occa- 
{ion to curſe his misfortune,and tiat he was oblig'd 
to change the moſt pleaſant company in the World 
for that of his old Maſter, whom the indifpoſition 
incident to age confiwd to his bed. He added, 
that being extreamly troubled with the Gout, he 
would not be at the Wedding,which was kept at a 
houſe in the Ciry far from that of the Count Fu- 


er/alide, Where the old Marqueſs his Maſter liv*d. 
Being 
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Being upon taking his leave, he was pumping for 
ſome handſome complement, when ſome body 
knock*d at the door in as much haſte as if they 
had come for a Midwife. Helenilla ſeemed a lit- 
tle troubled thereat, and deſired the Page tq go 
into a little Cloſer, where ſhe lock*d him up for 
a longer time than he thought of. He who knock'd 
{o confidently at the door, was a Gallant of He- 
lenilla*s, who to blind the World, ſhe made peo- 
ple believe was her Brother. He was privy to all 
her leudnefles and the ordinary inſtrument of her 
ſleighter pleaſures. She immediately gave him 
an account of the Page who was lock*d up in the 
Cloſet, and the defign ſhe had conceiv'd within 
her ſelf to ſqueeze ſome pieces of Gold out of 
his old Maſter, fuch a deſign as whereof the Exe- 

cution required no leſs diligence than fſubrilty. 
Having refolv'd how all things ſhon{d be carri- 
£d, the Coach-man was calPd and order d with 
all expedition to maxe ready his Coach, though 
the poor Beaſts that brought them thither from 
Madrid were ſufficiently tird.All being in readineſs, 
Helenilla and her Retinue (which conſiſted of 
the dreadfiil Mcrrnfar, an o!d Woman called Men- 
dez,, venerable for a weighty pair of Beads, and 
a Matron-like carriage and countenance, and a 
little Pigmey of a Lacquey ) embarqu'd them- 
ſelves in that ſhatrerd Vellel, and gave command 
to drive into the Street, where lived the Moder: 
Chriſtians, Whoſe Faith is of a newer faſhion than 
the cloaths they ſell. The Maskers were abroac 
the ſtreets, infomuch that it happewd the Pride- 
groom difzuis'd as the reſt, met the Coach 
wherein Helenills was, and faw that dangerous 
{travger, who ſeenvd ro him a Vers in triumpi!, 
or. 
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(to ſpeak a little more hyperbolically,)the Sun 
i © GY na Sram He had ſuch a temptation 
tor her, tata {mail matter wou:d have put all 
thoughts of his Wedding out of his head, to go 
anc! endeavour the Conquetk of that unknown 
Peaury ; bur for that time he had ſo much com- 
maid of punſer, as that he ſmotherd a defire 
violent enough though it were but juii ſprung in 
him. He follow d the Maſquers, and tne Hack- 
Coach kept on its way towards the Prokery, 
Where 1n a trice, and Without two Words to the 
bargain, Helemila bought her a ſine of Mourning 
from head to foot,and put the oid woman Mendez, 
h<r Galiant omufar, and her little Lacquey into 
the like,and raking Coach agam, aitghred ar the 
houſe of the Count of Fucnſalide.The litile Lacq! iey 
went in, enquired our the Lodgings of the Mar- 
queis of Villfagran, and demanded audience 
of him for a ttrange Lady come from the 
Mountains of Leo, who had ſome bulinets with 
him of great conſequence. The good man was 
much ſurprizd at the viſit of ſich a Lady, and 
at ſich an unſeaſonable hour. He ſetled himſelf 
1 the Bed the belt he could, orderd his romp 2d 
band, and caus'd to be bruſt unacr his back wo 
cuſhions more _ e-had before, to receive 10 
Important a Vitit Wi th grcatcr CETEMony.. 
This poiture was he in, ak tis eyes faitned 
on tre Chambe F-UOCT, when he perceives, not 
without the great adnuration of his eyes, nor leſs 
diſturbance of his heart, tae diſconfoiate Ifoniu- 
far, m Wiourning cown to the ground, accom- 
panmd with two Women 1n the ſame drets, where- 
of the younger, Whom he led by the band, and 
wo tad ſfoirg part of her face covered LY & 
ein 
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thin Hood, {eenvd to be the moſt fad, and the 
more conliderabie of the two. A Lacquey bore 
up 2cr iran after her, which had 1o much fruit 
11 it, as that being held out with advantage, it 
took UP the beit part of tne Chamber. As foon 
as they were come within the Chamber door, 
they ſaluted the old Marqueſs who lay lick a-bed, 
and gave him a volley of three low revcrences 
not counting that of the little Lacquey, whoſe 
Congey was not worth the remembring. Being 
COIMe to tne  Mudit of tie Chamber, they made 
three Reverc:nces more, all at the ſame time, and 
afterwards three more ere they took 1cats, which 
were bro 2Ugi3t them by a young Page, comrade 
to him whom Helenilla had locked up in w_ 
Chamber : but theſe three laſt Reverences we 
ſuch, as if the former haa been forgotten. The 
ſofter, I mean the kinder part of the o!d mans 
Soul was. itrangely mov*d thereat; the Ladics 
ſate down, and Jontrfar and the.little Lacquey 
withdrew, bare-headed to the Chamber aoor. 
The old man all this while pur himieif to no 
{mall torment to requite their Compiements, and 
was much troubled tor thew being in Mourning, 
before he knew the occaton of it, winch he en- 
treated them to acquaint him with, as alio upon 
what account they honoured him with a vilitat a 
time ſo unſeaſonable for perions of their quality. 
Helenilla, who but too well knew, what com- 
paſſion a weeping Beauty rates in the beholders, 
opens the fluces of her fair eyes, to let out the 
tears which they ſeemed to be burdened with,and 
accompanied them with ſighs, ſometimes loud, 
{ſometimes low, as ſhe thought hr, taking oCcal!- 
on ever and anon to put out her Ivory hand to 
wipe 
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wipe her face, which ſhe alſo thought it not amiſs 
to diſcover,to ſhew it was as troubled,as beautiful. 

The old man expected with much impatience 
thar ſhe ſhould ſpeak, and began to conceive 
ſome hopes of it ; for the Torrent of tears which 
had broke forth at her eyes, was already ſo far 
falPn and drid up, that the Lillies and Roſes it 
had overflown were to be ſeen, when the old 
Mendez,, who thought it became her to go on 
with the doleful part whereof the other had left, 
beſer her ſelf ro weep and ſob with ſo much ear- 


neſtneſs, that it was ſome ſhame to Heleni!la to. 


be out-done by a thing that ſeemed not to have 
ſo much moiſture in her as the tears ſhe ſpilt a- 
mounted to. Nay, the old Woman thought not 
that enough, but to have the advantage of Hele- 
zilla, beyond all diſpute, ſhe conceived a hand- 
ful or two of hair might do well, and prevail 
much npon the auditory. No ſooner thought 
than done; ſhe made a fearful devaſtation upon 
her head; bur the troth ort is, ſhe ſpoiled no- 
thing of her own, or medled with fo much as a 
hair that ever grew there. 

Helenilla and Mendez, were lamenting in this 
manner, as if it had been upon a wager, when 
Montufar and the Lacquey, upon a ſignal agreed 
betwixt them, were heard at the Chamber door 
ſighing and weeping, though not ſo violently as 
thoſe by the Bed-ſide, who yet upon that new 
Conſort, took occaſion to renew their Lamenta- 
tions. The old Marqueſs was out of himſelf to 
ſee ſo much weeping,and not know the occaſion of 
it. He wept too, as well as he could make a ſhift 
to do it ; ſobbÞ'd as vigorouſly as any m the com- 


pany, and intreated the diſtreiled Ladies, for Hea- 
ven's 
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vers ſake,and all in it,to moderate their affliction, 
and to acquaint him with the occaſion thereof; al. 
ſuring them his life ſhould be the leaſt thing he 
would hazard and ſacrifice to ſerve them ; and 
regretting his paſt youth, as being now uncapa- 
ble to give them etiectual demonltrattons of the 
| ſincerity of his good intentions. 

They werea little appeaſed at theſe words,their 
countenances appeared more pleaſant, and they 
thought they had wept enough, becauſe they 
could nor, without ſome violence to themſelves, 
weep any more. Betides, they were thrifty of 
their time,as knowing they had not any to loſe.So 
that the old Woman uncovering her head, to the 
end her venerable and Matron-like countenance 
might give her all the credit ſhe ſtood in need of, 
began her declamation in this manner. May i 
pleaſe God, out of his Ommipotence, to preſerye the 
Right Honourable the Marqueſs of Ville-fagnan, and 
afford him all the health he ſtands in need of ; though 
to ſay truth, what we come to acquaint him" withall 
be ſuch news, as from 2hich he will derive but little 
Joy, which is indeed the flower of Health : but the 
misfortune of our misfortune 1s ſuch, that we muſt 
communicate it to others. The Marqueſs gave him- 
ſelf a thump on the Breaſt with his fiſt, which ac 
the ſame time diſcharg*d it ſelf of a deep figh : 
May it be the pleaſure of Heaven that I am miſtaken, 
(cries he, ) but I fear me, this is ſome new prank, 
or rather, ſome extravagance of my Nephew's,that I am 
like to hear of, go on Madam, go en, and pardon me 
for interruptins you, The old Woman, inſtead of 
making any anſwer, began to weep afreſh, fo 
that Helenilla was forced to go on with the di- 
{courſe. Since you know by experience, ( ſaid _—_ - 

that 
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that your Nephew is a perſon, that of any man, hath 
leaſt command of his paſſucms, and that yeu have been 
often treubled to ſmoiher ihe reports of his vielences, 

ou will be the more eaſily induced to credit that which 


he hath dine me. Beins at Leon the laſt Spring, 
whither I conceive you had jent him, he meets ith 
me in a Church, and upca the firſt fight told me ſuch 
things, as, had they been true, we ſiuld bith have 
continued ſtill im that Church to avoid the hands of 
Fuſtice ; T as a Murdereſs, He as the dead man T had 
killed and made ready to be put into the ground. He 
fold me a hundred times that my eyes had murdered 
him ; nay, he omitted not ihe leaſt of thoſe flatteries 
and inſinuations which are ordinary among Lovers, 
2ho would abuje their ſimplicity upon whom they have 
ſome deſign. He fullowed me to my Lodging, rode 
every day up and down before my Windows, and eve- 
ry night importuwd all the Neighbour-hood with the 
Muſick he mtended only for me. At laſt, perceiving 
that all his amorons addreſſes prevailed nothing, he with 
Preſents corrupted a Negre-ſlawe that I had,and through 
her treachey and advice, ſurprized me in a Garden 2e 
had in the Suburos. I had no bedy with me but the per- 
frdious Slave ; he bad in company with him a man, as 
lewd as himſelf ; and had prom Meney to the Gardi- 
ner to ao of an errand ro the other end of the Town, 
upon pretence of ſome important buſmeſs. what need I 
make many words? He jet his Dagger to my Threat,and 
finding nevertheleſs that I had a greater value for mine 
Honour than my Life, with the aijiſfance of his Complice, 
he did that by wiolence, which all his Courtſbips ſhould 
never have oviamed.The Slave madeno fepail ſtir, and 
the better to diſguiſe her perfideoujneſs, got a flight wound 
im cone of her. hands, and preſently fell iato a feiened 
ſronnd. The Gardiner returns : Tour Nephew fright- 
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ned at the thoughts of his crime, got away over the 
Garden wall with ſo much precipitation that he Jet 
fall his Dagger, hich I took up. Net needed not the 
mnſolent young man have been in ſuch a fear ; being not 
in a capacity to cauſe him to be ſtayd, I might have 
had that command of my: ſuf, as to put a gocd coun- 
tenance on it, and diſſemble the horrid misfortune that * 
bad hapned to me. T did 2hat I could not to appear 
Tore [ad than I 2yas wont to do. : The wicked Slave 
not long after ran quite away. 1 loſt my Mother, and 
I may Ky Thad ich her iT all, of 50 Hunt, who 
3s here come along with me, had not had the goodneſ's 
zo give me entertainment, which ſhe does fo wobl;, as 
that I have the [ame treatment with her 09m to 
excellent Daughters. In her houſe it as, that T heard 
gour Nephew 1s ſo far from thinking of any reparation 
for the 2vrong he hath dene me, that he is upon /Aarri- 
ape in this City. T have made the greateſt baſt 1 could 
hither, to the end that before I go cut of your Chamber 
you ſhould give me m Money cr feels to thouſand 
Crowns, to put wy ſelf mto a _— : for knowmg 
as much as I dz by experience of the dijpoſition of your 
Nephew, I could-never fancy to Marry him, though 
he and all the friends he hath ſhould uſe all the proffers 
and entreaties that may be to periwvade me to it. I know 
be is to be Married this nighr, but Ile break off the 
Match-if I can, at leaſt make a diſturbance he ſhall 
| ſhall hear of 1hile he lives, if you do nat take that 
courſe to prevent it which I propoje to you. And that 
you may be ſatisfied, (added the ) that there cannot 
he any thing more true, than what I tell yori, of the 
violence your Nephew hath d.ne me, bch:1d4 the wery 
Dagger he ſet to my throat ! I wijh Ged had jo pirajed 
be had done ſomewhat more than threatned me with it. 
' Having givenover ſpeaking, ſhe beſet her ſelf 
XTRA — ro 
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to weeping afreſh. Mendez, kept ſtill a note above 
her; and the mulical confort at-the door,whereof 
the little Lacquey made the treble, and Montu- 


far the baſe, was no leſs ambitious to be heard. 


The old Marqueis, who had already given but 
too much credit to what had been ſaid to him, by 
the cratticit of all woman-kind, no ſooner cait his 
Eye on the Dagger,but he immediately knew it to 
be the {kme he had {fometime given his Nephew. 
All therefore his thoughts ran upon, was to pre- 
vent the diſturbance wich might happen at his 
Nephew's Wedding.He wou:d gladly have ſent for 
him, but he was aiiraid ſome body might be ſo in- 
quiſitive as to ask wat ſhouid be the occaſion of 
his ſo doing; and, as it happens, our fears are ex- 


 traordinary when our deſires are ſuch;he no ſooner 


perceiv*d the affiifted Ladies making as if they 
would go and break oif the Match, which it had 
cot him abundance of trouble to bring to the po- 
ſture it was in; but he commands one of the Pages 
to kring a certain Cabinet, and to take out of it 
two thouſand Crowns in pieces of Goid of four 
Piſto!s. Mentufar receiv'd them, and to'd them very 
exactly one after another;whereupon the old Mar. 
queſs having made them promiſe to give him a viſit 
the next day, made a thouſand excuſes to the La. 
dies, that he was not in a condition to wait on them 
to their Coach. They got into it very well ſatisfied 
with their viſit, and made the Coach-man drive. 
back again towards Madrid, bethinking themſelves 
that if they were purſi”d,it would be towards Le- 
en, Their Hoſteſs in the mean time, ſeeing her 
gueſts were vaniſh*d,goes into the Chamber : She 
finds the Page in the Cloſer, who. could not ima- 


gine What reaſon they had to lock him wn there ; 
ſhe 


"NOV. 2. Zhe Hypocrites. 77 


ſhe ſuffer'd him. to go his ways, becauſe ſhe knew 
him, or rather becauſe ſhe found all things as 
ſhouid be in the Chamber. Thofe, who make it 
their profeſſion to Steal,and think of no other way 
of livelihood,ſtand in little fear of God,and there- 
fore are ſo much the mor? atiraid of Men. They 
are of all Countries,and yet are not of any, and 
never have any ſctled habitation. As ſoon as they 
have ſet foot in a place, they make their advan- 
rages, and then ſhift into another. This unhappy 
profeſſion, which is ſo learnt with ſo much pains 
and diligence is ditterent from others : for people 
quit thoſe out of age,or for want of itrengrh ; but 
a man ſeldom quits that of ſtealing, unleſs it be in 
his youth,and for want of longer itfe.It muſt needs 
be that thoſe, who follow it ſo cloſely,find a ftrange 
pleaſure in it, ſince, for thar, they hazard a great 
number of years, which, ſooner, or later, the Exe- 
Cutioner cuts them ſhort of. 
Bur alas ! Helenilla, Mendez, and Montufar, 
ere little troubled with ſich reflections as theſe; 
their thoughts were wholly ſet upon the cruel 
fear they were in of being purſivd. They gavethe 
Coach-man double the rate he demanded, th.t he 
might make the greater haſte, which he honeſtly 
did,anfwerably to his hire ; fo thatit may be ima- 
gird that never did Hackney-Coach make ſich 
ſpegd upon the Road ro Madrid. They had no in- 
clination to ſleep,though the night were far ſpent. 
Montufar was much troubled in mind, and, by his 
frequent ſighing, diſcover'd more remorſe than ſa 
tisfaction. Helenilla , who faw into his very 
thoughts, would needs divert him with a relation 
of the particulars of her life, which till then ſhe 
had kept from him as a great ſecret. Since I ſee 
G 2 thou 
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thou art ſomewhat out of order ( faid ſhe to him, ) 
T will now ſatisfie the deſire thou haſt ever had 
#0 know who I am, and to be informd of the Adven= 
tures that happewd to me before our acquamtance. 
"Tere eaſie for me to tell thee that I am well deſcend- 
ed, and give my ſelf an illuſtrious name, as moſt do: 
but T wil oblerwe that ſmcerity towards thee, as that” 
T will diſcover to thee even the moſt inconſiderable. im- 
perfections of thoſe that brought me into the World. 

Thou art then to know, that my Father was born in 
Galicia, by profeſſion a Lacquey, or, to ſpeak more 
rably of him, a Serving-man, He had a great 
weneration for the memory of the Patriarch Noah, 
for his excellent invention of the Vine, and indeed, as 
bating the inclination he had to the juyce of that noble 
Plant, "it may be ſaid of him, that he card not much 
for the temporal goods of this World. My Mother as 
of Granada, by condition, ( to be free with you ) a 
Slave : but there's no conteſting with the Stars. She 
anſwer'd to the name of Mary, which her Maſter 
had given her,and it 20as indeed the name ſhe receiv at 
ber Baptiſm, but ſhe ould have taken it more kindly, 
if one calPd her-Zara, which was her name before ſhe 
as converted from the Turkiſh Religion ; for ( ſmce 
T muſt tell you all ) ſhe as @ Chriſtian only out of a 
compliance, and conformity, but in her heart a Moor. 
Net ould ſhe often £ to Confeſſion, but rather to diſ- 
cover the fins of her Maſters, than her own; and 
whereas ſhe entertain'd her Confeſſor much more with the 
bardjhips and inconveniences of her Services, than her 
020n imperfettions, and made him belicve Miracles of 
ber Patience ; He, being a very holy mian, and mea- 
furmg others by himſelf, took all for tre that ſhe ſaid, 
. and mſtead of reproving, commended her ; ſo that who 
ſhould have been near my Mother 'at Confeſſion, _— 
ave 
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bave heard nathing but commendations of all ſides. 
You are haply deſirous to know how I came to diſcover 
ſo great a ſecret, and you may well think, I have it 
not from my Mother ; but 1 am naturally inclin'd to 
pry into things, and young as I'was, my Mother never 
"2vent to Confeſſion,but I got as near her as I could to over- 
hear what ſhe ſaid. Though ſhe ere ſwarthy, or rather 
black, yet was there in her coumenance and making, 
ſomewhat that was not unhandjome ; and above ſix 


* Knights, Commanders of white and red Croſſes, have 


courted her favour. She was ſo charitable, that ſhe divi- 
ded among |t them all what was ſo much deſired by every 
. one in particular, and (he as of a nature (o full of ac 
 knowledgment t9wards her Maſters, that, to requite, in 


Sſome-meaſure, the trouble they had been at in her Edu- 


. cation from-her infancy, ſhe did all that lay in her power 
Fo bring them alittle Slave male or female ; but Hea- 


Þ 4 % . . , 
&ven was not. plea#d to further her Hou intentions, for all 


the little balf Negroes died preſe ently after they were born. 


. She was much more fortunate in bringing up the Children 
| of others. Her Maſters, who boſt all their o2n as ſoon as 
they came into the World ade her Nurſe to a Child given 
over by the Phyſitians,who yet in a ſhort time through m1 

Mothers tenderneſs of it, and the goodneſs of her IL, 
diſcover'd ſigns of fe health, and hopes of a long 
life. In requital of this Service, my Mothers Miſtreſs 
gave her liberty when ſhe died. My Mother 3s 
now a free Woman ; ſhe turns Laundreſs, and proves 
ſo excellent at it, that in a fort time, there was not a 
 Courtier m Madrid, ho thought his Linnen well done, 
unleſs it came from the Turkith Lamdreſs. Now had 
ſhe leiſure and opportunities to put in prattice the Lec 
tures that her Mother had fomerime read to ber, about 


— familiarity . with the people of the other World. She 


bad deſifted from that tempting profeſſuon, more out of 
G 3 modeſty, 
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modeſty, and as wearied with the commendations pe6- 


le gave her of being excellent in her Art, than out of 


any fear of the Magiſtrate. But now ſhe made it her 
principal Employment, only to oblige and pleaſure her 
Friends : and in a ſhort time ſhe made ſuch conſiderable 
Acquaintances, and raisd her ſelf to ſuch Credit in the 
Court of Darkneſs, that, to be a Devil of any Reupu- 
' tation, there was a neceſſity of holding a Correſp ondence 
with her. I ſpeak not this out of any Vanity, for I ne- 
wer tell a Lye (added Helemlla) and would not give 
my Mother the Commendations of thoſe Excellencies 
which were not in her ; but indeed, I could do no leſs 
than give this Teſtimony to her Virtue. The Secrets ſhe 
ſold, thoſe ſhe reveaPd, and her Oracular Faculty in 
anſwering Queſt ions (for all which ſhe was pointed at 
as ſhe went along the Streets) were but ordinary Talents 
among thoſe of her Nation, in compariſon of her experi= 
ence in the buſineſs of Maiden-heads. A crack*d Wench, 
after ſhe had been under her hands, went for a better 
Maid than ſhe was before the Miſcarriage, and her 
Maiden-head ſold at a higher rate the ſecond time than 
the firſt. She might be about forty Nears of Age when 
ſhe as married to my Father, honeſ® Rodrigues. 
"Twas the wonder of the whole Luarter, that a Man 
2vho Icv*'d Wine ſo well, ould take a Woman that 
drank not any, as obſerving the Law of Mahomet ; 
and one that had her Hands perpetually in the Water, as 
| being a Laundreſs : But my Father made anſwer, There 

would be the more Wine for himſelf, and that Love 
2nade all things pleaſant. Net long after, he made a 
ſhift to get her with Child, and, when the time came, 
ſhe was brought to Bed of Me. Tha joy continued not 
long mm our Houſe ; for, when I 2as about ſix Nears 
old, a certain Prince would needs put an bundred Lac- 


queys mo Liveries, to Tun down a mad Bull, My Fa- 
ther 
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ther being one of theſe that ere made choice of, be 
drank that Day without any diſcretion ; and g'ing, in 
the Valour of his Drink to oppoſe the paſſage f the furie 
ons Bull, he was by him tojs'd into ſeveral pieces. 

remember there 2were Songs made of him, and that it 
was ſaid upon occaſion of my Father's Death, that 10 
body car'd for thoſe of his Frefeſſum. It was a gyod 
awhile after &er I apprehended it to be a jear put upon 
him, as if he yore Horns as well as the Bull ; but ill 
Tongues will be wagging ; nay, to forbid People to be 
abuſrue, would but make them the more ſuch. My Me- 
ther was priev'd at my Father*s death, I aljo was grievd 
at it ; ſhe took heart and furgot it, I did the like. Not 
long after, my Beauty began to make Feple talk of me. 
There was n0 ſmall Emulation at Madrid, who ſhcu!d. 
take me abroad m a Coach, carry me to Plays, and en- 
tertain me with Collations upon the Banks of the Maia 


' nares. My Mother was as watchful over me as an 


Argos, which I rock wery hemouſiy ; but it was not 
long &er I was convinc'd it was for my advan age. 
Her Severity, and the high Rate ſhe ſet cn me, made 
the Commodity the more valuable, and raid an Emu- 
lation among thoſe hoſe Teeth water'd at me. I was 
to be his that bid moſt ;, yet every one thought he had had 
me before his Rival, and every one imagi”d he found 
that which as gone long before. A rich Geneva Mer- 


- chant, whoſe Addreſſes were only in private, dazled 


my prudent Mothers Eyes with ſo much Gold ; and di/- 
cover'd ſo much Sincerity in his Procedere, that ſhe an- 
ſwer'd his good intentions as he expecſed. He had the 


; precedency of all others in my Favour, but it coſt hin 


dearly. There was a Faithfulneſs objeru'd towards 
him as long as he as diſtruſifid of us ; but as ſoon as 
he ſeen?d perſwaded of our Faith, ve immediately brike 
it, My Mother bad too great a Sympathy fer the Suj= 

G 4 | ferings, 
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ferings of others, not to be nov'd at the continual Com- 
Plaints of my Gallants, all Perſons of .Quality about the 
Court, antl all wery rich. *Tis true, they fquander'd 
ret their Gold away as my Geneva-man did ; but my 
Mother knew how to eſteem great Gains, and yet ſlight= 
ed nct the [mall ; beſides, ſhe was wery obliging out of a 
Principle rather of Charity than Intereſt. The Geneva 
Blade broke, I know not whether 2ve 2vere the cauſe of 
it. There happew'd to be ſome Duarrels upon my ac- 
count ; the Magiſtrates viſited ws, rather out of Civility, 
than otherwiſe : but my Mather, indeed, had an Aver- 
fron for young Lawyers and Scholars, - and hated no tes 
- the Heftors and Self-conceited 'Gallamtilloes, 'who be= 
gan to haunt us. She therefore thought it her beſt courſe 
ro remove to Sevil, made Monty of all her Goods, "and 
took a return'd Hackney-Coach for her ſelf and me.” We 
were baſely betray'd by the Coach-man, rob d of all 
ve had, and my Mother ſo unmercifully beaten, becauſe 
ſhe 2culd not over-readily part with what ſhe bad, but 
opp26d the Villains as much as her ſtrength would per- 
mit, that before we could get to a wretched -Inn,' ſhe 
fairly died at the foot of a Rock. T pluck'd up a good 
heart, though T were yet but very young. T felt all about 
the Folds of my Mothers Cloaths ; but there was nothmp 
to be expected after the exact Searchers that had been 
there before me. T left herto the Mercy of thoſe that 
paſs'd by ; not doubting, but that in a- great Read, ſuch 
as that between Madnd and Sevil, there 2p0uld tome 
by ſome People ſo charitable as to beſtow Butial on her. 

T return'd back again to Madrid ; my Gallants heard of 
r:1y misfortune, made a Contribution to ſet me uf again ; 
fo that in a ſhort time I was got- into Cloaths, and a 
Houſe wery well furniſWd. About this time was it that 

T ſaw thee at a Friends of mine of the ſame Profeſſion, 

and was immediately taken with thy good Endowments 


| 
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I need not groe thee any further account of "my Life, ſinoe 
that 2we have ever 'ſmce Iiv/d together. We came to 
Toledo; we leave 'it all in haſte ; and ſo well fur- 
»iſttd with Monty, that, if thou badſt as much Cou- 
rape as I thought thou hadſt had, thou wouldſt be move 
chearful than thiw art. And ſince the Relation I have 
'mmaide ro thee hath had the wertue to make thee ſleepy, 


'as 'I perceive ” the reiterated yawnings and noddings 
. a 


; Ang. y it in my Lap, and takethy veſt. But 
ow, that whatever there may be 'good and profitable 
tn Fear, before the committing of a Crime, | proves very 
baſe, and wery dangerous when'it us vice committed. 
Fear eoer diſtratis 'the Mind of the guilty Perſon ;' fo 
rhat, inſtead" of avoiding bis Purſuer, he many times 
cafts hinsfelf into his hands. | 
 Miniufar fell aſleep, and the Moming broke 
forth "ſo - pleatanc and 'gay, ' that the Birds, the 
Flowers, ' and the Fountains falured her, each ac- 
cotding to their Mode; the Birds'in 1inging, the 
Flowcrs in perfamuig the Air, and the Fountains 
iv laughing, or making a noiſe, which you pleaſe ; 


one's as good as the other. : 

-In the mean time the Marqueſs of Villefagnan's 
Nephew, the fenfual Don Sancho, 'was thinking to 
getup-trom his new Bride, 'mach' wearied, and 
haply already Cloyd with the Enjoyments of Mar- 
riage. ' His' Imagination was full''of the beautiful 
Stranger, the dangerous Helenilla, whom he had 
ſeen in the Hackney-Coach, and repreſented” her 


to him wholly admirable ; doing thereby a very 


great - Injuitice to' his' Wife, who 'was a Lady fo 
handſbme, and'ſo accompliſtd, thar there' were 
not a few'in Totedo that ſig*d for her, while ſhe 
ſigtd to think on the unkindneſs of her Husband ; 
and he, "fickle: Man-as he was, wiſt'd ME” 

M 
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the Embraces of an infamous Strumper, who 


communicated her ſelf for a ſinall matter to any . 


thar had a mind to her. What a ſtrange Irregu- 
larity is this. of our Appetite ! A Man that hath a 
handſome Wife of his own, hath a greater incli- 
nation to one of his Maids. A Noble Man, who 
hath his Table ordinarily furniſtk*d with Biſques 
and Pheaſants, looks on them with diſdain, and 
calls for a Meſs of Broath, and the plain piece of 
Beef provided for the Servants. Mott People are 
deprav*d in their Taſte as to many things, and 
your great Lords more than any. For, having 
greater Eſtates than they know what to do witha], 
and being .inclun'd fill ro ſeek after what they 
have not, they are drawn in to do that which 1s 
evil, purely out of diverſion : and to compals 
their Enjoyments, they care not much what pains 
they are at, nor what Time and Money they 
ſpend, nor think it much tro be guilty of baſe Im- 
portunities to ſome ſcornful Wench, to obtain 
that of her, which ſhe ſometimes beſtows: on 
others, without ſo much as being intreated to 
do 1t. | Ls 

All this happens through the juſt permiſſion-of Hea- 
wen, to puniſh Mews Inclinations to Evil by the wery 
Inconveniences of the Evil. Ah, unfortunate Dor 
Sancho ! Heaven hath been. pleasd to bleſs thee 
with thoſe two things, which, of ought this World 
affords, can moſt contribute to thy Felicity ; 
Wealth in abundance, and a lovely Perſon to thy 
Wife : Wealth to ſipply thoſe who deſerve, yet 
have it not ; and, becauſe they have it not, are 
many times engag'd in-thoſe unworthy Courles 
to which Poverty reduces the moſt generous Spl- 


rits : And a Wife equal to thee, as to Quality and 
Eitate, 
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Eſtate, accompliſh'd as to both Mind and Body, 
beauriful even in thy Eyes,and much more in thoſe 
of others, who ſee more clearly in the Aﬀairs of 
other People, than they do in their own; and, 
in a word, reſerv'd, modeſt and virtuous. Whar 
doſt thou look for abroad ? Haſt thou nor in thy 
own Houle, thy ſecond Self, a Woman, whoſe 
ingenious Converſation will delight thee, whoſe 
Body is abſolutely at rhy devotion, who 1s tender 
of thy Hononr, careful in managing thy Houle, 


prudent to improve thy Eſtate, furniſhes thee 


with Children, who divert thee in their Youth, 
and will relieve thee m thy Age? What, I fav, 
canſt thou look for abroad ? Pll tell thee in few 
words, what will be thy fortune ; thou wilt rain 
thy ſelf; both as to Eſtate and Repuration ; thou 
wilt loſe the Ref] pect of thy Friends, and wilt raiſe 
thy ſelf many powerful Enemies. Doſt thou think 
thy Honour ſecure, becauſe thou haſt a vertuous 
Woman to thy Wife ? Alas! what little experience 
haſt thou of the things of this World, and how 
little reflect on. Humane Frailty ? The fireſt 
Horſe of his Feet in the World, and the moſt ar 
Command, flips under an anskilful Rider, and 
haply gives him. a fall. A Woman may reſiſt 
ſich and ſach a Temptation to do ſomething 
thats unhandſome; and haply tranſgreſs in the 
higheſt degree, when ſhe thinks her ſelf moſt {e- 
cure. One Miſcarriage is a Trap-door to let in 
ſeveral others after it ; and the diſtance which is 
between Virtue and Vice, is ſometimes but a ſhort 
Days Journey. 

But to what end are we troubled with all theſe 
Moral Truths, and of whar benefit are they ? will 
Some Body fay. And why does that Some Body 

| trouble 
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trouble his-head ſo much ? Let -him make uſe of 
them, or let them alone, as his Convenience ſhall 
adviſe hum ; however, he may think himſelf ob< 
ligd to the Perſon who. gives them for nothing. 
Don Sancho was .thinking to get .up from his 
Wife, when his Uncle*'s Steward brought him a 
Letter, giving him an Account of the ſtrange. La 
dy, who he could not. but think .had trapann'd 
him, becauſe ſhe was not to be heard of in any 
of the Inns about Toledo, where. he had .causd 
'Enquiry to be made after her, and in the. ſame 
Letter intreating him to ler him haye one of bis 
'Mento ſend aſter the Slut towards Madrid, which 
'way he thought ſhe might be gone, for that he 
had ſent People to all the other great Roads that 
went to the. Towns about Toledo, that only to 4g» 
drid excepted. Don Sancho was out of all patience 
at this news : he found himſelf aflaulted in thar 
part of his Soul which was leaſt able to reſiſt, and 
Was elevated to a ſtrange height, . ta find himſelf 
unjuſtly charg'd with . one Weakneſs, though he 
had been convicted of many. The loſs of the Mo- 
ney, and the Cheat put upon his Uncle, . he, was 
equally enraged at. He made a relation of the 
buſineſs to his Wife, and ſome of his: Kindred, 
who were come to viſit him the next Morning 
after his Marriage ; and perſiſting in the reſoly= 
tion he had taken to do what he intended, not- 
withſtanding the intreaties of his Wife and Friends, 
be ſlips on his Cloaths, eats ſomething, then runs 
to his Uncle's; . and thence, after he had learrd 
of the Page who had brought the Ladies into the 
old Marqueſs Chamber,. what kind. of Coach' 
they were in, how many in Company, and by 
what Marks they might be known, he took Foſt 
or 
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for Madrid, attended by two Servants, in whoſe 
Courage he reposd much Confidence. He rode 
on four or five Stages with ſo much ſpeed, that 
he had not the leaſt thought of the beautiful Stran« 
ger : but his Cloſet being a little evaporated by 
ſo violent agitation of his Body, Hekmnilla reals 
ſur?d her former place in his imagination, ſo 
beautiful and attractive, that he was ſeveral times 
ina mind to return to Toledo, to find her out. 
He was a hundred times angry with himſelf that 
he had been 1o far tranſported upon the trick 
put upon his Uncle, and often calPd himſelf an 
undiſcreet perſon, and enemy to his own Enjoy= 
ments, for bruiſing his Body in that manner by 
riding Poſt, mitead of beſtowing his time better 
in ſeeking aftcr a happineſs, the polteſſion where. 
of would, in h15 opinion, raiſe him to the higheſt 
pitch of felicity. 

While he was min his amorous refleftions, he 
Often ſpoke to htmielf, as one diitrafted, and that 
ſo loud, that his Servants, who were a pretty dt. 
ſtance befor: him, makinga ſudden ſtop, would 
turn about, and in much haue rude back to know 
What he wo.''d have. hat reajon # there (would 
he cry ſom-<times) I ſhould leave the place where T 
faw her ? Muſt I not be the moſt unhappy Man m the 
World if this Stranger have left Toiedo before 1 get 
_ back again thither £ *Twere no mere than my affr. 
for offering to turn C:nſtable, and running with an 
Hue and Cry after I know not whim. But if I return 
zo Toledo icontinned he ) without doing any thing, 
what will they [ay of me, who would bawve diverted 
me from ſuch an Enterprize ? Or 'muſt T let a ſort of 
trapunning Rogues go unpuniſlfd, after ſuch an unheard 
of affront p:t upom my Uncle, and my own Reputation 
* fo greacherouſly wounded, | The 
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The diſfolute young Spark was thus ballancing 
of things, when, coming near NXetaffa, his Ser- 
yants diſcover d Helenill/a?s Coach by the marks 


_ that had been given thereof. They preſently 


cryd out to their Maſter, . that they had taken the 
Thieves ; and not ſtaying till he came up to them, 
rods full ſpeed after the Coach with their Swords 
drawn. The Coach-man ſtopp'd , extreamly 
frightned ; Montufar was no lefs. Helenilla caus'd 
him to remove out of the Poot, and fate there 
her ({=If, to ſee what might be done to remedy ſo 
great a misfortune. She ſaw Don Sancho coming 


towards h-r with his Sword drawn, and cou'd + 


perczive nothing in his Countenance whence ſhe 
m:ghr promiſe her ſelf any favour : but the Amo- 
rous Gentleman had no ſooner faitewd his eyes 
on her who had already ſo deeply wounded him, 
but he was immediately perſwaded that his Ser- 
vants were miſtaken : For it is natural for a Man 
to have a good opinion of what he loves ; and 
thereupon, as if he had known Helenillz from his 
Infancy for a Lady not to be charg'd with any 
thing unhandfome, he run upon his Servants, 
ſtriking at them as hard as he could with the flat 


of his Sword. You Raſcals (faid he to them) have 


I not given you ſufficient warning to take heed you were 
not miſtaken ? and do you not deſerve TI ſhould break 
your Arms and Legs for ſo unnannerly ſtopping a La- 
dies Coach, whoſe wery preſence might have ford you 
to more reſpþeft ? The poor Slaves, who had not 
been ſo forward but upon the marks given them 


by the Page, and faw they had to do with a Wo-. 


man extreamly handſome, an Object that raiſes 
Submifons and Reſpþects in the moſt uncivilz*d 


Souls, avoided, by getting out of the way, the 
fury 
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fury of their Maſter, and thought he had reaſon to 
be argry, and that :t was an exceſs of his kind- 
neſs, that he had not ſiifficiently ;oaded them 
with blows. | 

Dom Sancho, having thus diſengag*d his Ser- 
vants, craved pardon of Helenilla, ard told her 
upon what ground his preſimptuous Servants 
were like to have done her ſome violence, which 
ſhe knew as well as himſelf He intreated her to 
conſider how apt a perſon blinded with Choler is 
to be miſtaken. Do but ſee, I beſeech you (ſaid he) 
into what inconveniences Servants may engage their 
Maſters? Had I not been with theſe Vans thats 
came along with me, they had upon wery uncertain ap- 
pearances, put the hole Country into an Hllarm, and 
haring the power in their own bands, would baye 
brought you to Toledo as a Thief: Net indeed but 
that jou are ſuch (added he, compoſing himſcif to 
mildneſs) but the Robberies you are guilty of are ra!her 
thoſe of Hearts than any thing elſe. Helenilla acknow- 
ledg'd the indulgence of Heaven towards her, in 
beſtowing on her a face which pleaded her ex. 
emption from Puniſhment, notw:thſtanding the 
many Lendneſies ſhe was ordirarily gniity of: 
and aſiuming a confidence which baniſh'd the fear 
ſhe had been in, ſhe anſwered Dor Sancho with 
with much modeſty, and in few woras, as know- 
ng that for one to be over-earneſt in diſc:aiming 
a thing laid to his charge increaſes tne ſifpicion 
of his gmlt. Dor Sancho Could not but admire he 
ſhould meet with what he fought, after fo ſtrange 
a manner ; and, beſotted as he was, thonght 
Heaven proſper*d his defigns, ſince it had preven- 
ted him from returning to Toledo,as he had ſeveral 
times thought to have done : which na doubt 


had 
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had been to.avoid that good which he ſought after. 
with ſo much earneſtneſs. He ask*d Helemlla her 
name, and the place of her abode at Madrid, and 
treated her not to take it amiſs if he waited on 
her thither, to confirm the protfers he had made 
- her of his Services. Helenilla gave him ſich an 
account of both, as he was for the preſent ſatiſ- 
fied with ; and told him, ſhe ſhould think her ſelf 
very happy to receive his Viſits. -He proffer'd to 
wait on her all along the way, but ſhe would by 
no means permit it ; repreſenting to him that ſhe . 
was married, and that her Husband was to meet 
her in a Coach ; and whiſper'd him in the ear, 
that ſhe was ſomewhat diſtruſtful of her own Ser- 
yants ; bur, above all, ſtood in fear of the diſplea- 
fare of her Husband. | 

This flight expreſſion of Confidence raisd in Dax 
Sancho an imagination that ſhe had ſome kindneſs 
for him. He took leave of her; and, carried 
more upon his own hopes, than the Poit-horſe he 
had under him, (if I may fo fay ;) he ſet forward 
towards Madrid, He was no ſooner arrv*d, but 
made enquiry after Helenilla and her Habitation, 
according to the directions ſhe had given him. 
His Servants were tird to find her out, and the 
endeavours of his Friends were not ſpar'd ; yet 
all to no purpoſe. Helenilla, Montufar and the 
venerable Mendez, were no ſooner got to Madrid, 
but they were thinking which way to get out of 
it. They were ſenſible they could not avoid the 
Cavalier of Toledo, if they itaid there ; and that if 
they gave him a more particular Account of their 
Perſons and Quality, they ſhonld find him as dan- 
gerous an Enemy , as they thought him then 


their paſſionate Servant. Helewlla put all the 
Goods 
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Goods ſhe had into a ſure hand, and the: very 
next day after her arriva!, putting her {ef and” 
her Train into the habit of Pigrims, ihe rc von her 
way towards Burgos, the place ys pron { Ana 222 W438 
born, and where ſhe had ii:l} a * ©rE, of 
the fame Profeſſion with her -<if. - : 

In the mean time, Don <anch:, o'it of 2111 ODER 


_ of meeting with Helenilla, returos to 7 ed, Wit: 


ſo muchſhame and confuſion, that aen we G:'s 
parture out of Madrid, tl] he came ro þis ©... 8 
Houſe, he was not keard to {>eak ones wr-rd. 4+ 
ter he had ſaluted his Wif2, who crtcrcaiivd 1:77 
with thouſands of Careiies and kanunetics, 1 
gave him ſome Letters from his Prother, wh r-- 
he found that he lay very ſick at one of the C1054... 
Cittes, 11 Spain, Where he pollei&d rhe  groare: 7. 
Dignities of the Cathedral Church, and was 63: 
of the .richeſt Clergy-men 1n that Courtry. Be 
ſtaid but one Nightat Toledo, and the next Miorn- 
ing took Poſt, to-go and ſee his Brother reco-. 
ver'd,: of polleſs himſelf of what he left if he 
died. | 
While Do Sancho i Is 1pon his way to bis Bro- 
ther, Helenilla is upon hers to Burgos, having con- 


 ceiv'd a ditſatisfaftion of Marufar, greater than 


the love ſhe had ſometimes born him- He had. 
expreſsd fo little reſolution when Dow Sancho and 
his Servants ſtopp*d-the Coach, thar ſhe made no 
doubt: but he was an arrant Coward. Our of 
this reflection was he become fo odious to her; 
that it Was with ſome violence to her ſelf; that ſhe 
could endure the ſight of him; inſomuch, that 
her thoughts were wholly taken up ro find out 
ſome Way to be rid of this Domeſtick Tyrant : 
and, till ir were done, comforted - her {elf with 

H _ the 
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the hope of ſeeing her ſelf '&er long at liberty, 
and her own diſpoſal. . This. Advice was given her 
by Mendez, which prevaiPd the more upon her, 
for that it was fortifrd with all the reaſons which: 
her prudence could ſnggeſt. She could-not.'en- 
dure, that in an Houſe, where ſhe was to hve, 
there ſhould be any Montufar to command- her, 
who ſhould have the Miſtreſs of it at His devotion ; 
and, not doing any thing towards it, ſpend what: 
they both had much-adoto get. She perpetually 
'Tepreſented to. Helenilla' the wretchedneſs of her 
condition ; comparing it to: that of. the Slaves 
employ*d 1 in the Mines ; : who, to enrich:their Mas 
ſters with.the Go!d which they took fo: much 
Pains to force out of: the Earth; and, inſtead 'of 
being better treated for their” endeavours,” are- 
many times rewarded with: blows. : She' Would 
be always telling her, that Beauty; is a ' Flower, 
and:conſequently of no long continuancezend that 
her Looking-glaſs, which thenTeprefented':toher-- 
but what was 'moſtamiable, and everffoke to.her - 
advantage, would ſoon entertain her with objetts'» 
ſheſhould he littieſatisfied: with and tefher fiich 
News -as ro ſhowld: not Che] ms es A ſe. 


ſome Wewekle "Fa PP Jhe Male of Time to ſmeSg. Jong | 
Women: old, and to. make old Wamen wrinckled; < It- ry} 
Woman that s 'gnowwn rich,. at the. caſt of: her Mdeieft y 
and. Rc putation, ..meets nevertheleſs: 2ith the Contempt 
and Reyroaches« of the Warld ; what Horrour muſt. ſte 
needs raiſe in Peopie, who, through want -of Condutt, 
xs: reduc*d toboth Powerty and. Infamy ?. Upos' hat 


ground 
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ground can ſhe hope to be relied in her miſery? If 
with the Wealth you have made a ſhift to get, by ſuch 
Courſes, as are not approv'd of by all the World, you 
raig'd the Fortunes of ſome deſerving vertuons Perſon, 
who would in requital marry you, it were an Action 
acceptable in the ſight of God and Men, and the end of 
your Life would expiate the beginning of it. But to 
caſt your ſelf away as you do, by being at the diſpoſal of 
a Raſcal, as lewd as cowardly ; one, whoſe great At- 
chieuments conſiſts in the trappanning of Women, who. 
Jet are never gaiwd by him but with Threats, nor kept 
but by Tyranny gs, methinks,the direct way to bring your 
ſelf to the greateſt extremities imagmable, and to be the 
Author of your own Ruin. Pe 

With theſe and the like Arguments did the judi- 
cious Mendez, who was much better at ſpeaking 
than doing , endeavour to exaſperate Helenilla 
againſt Mortufar, whom ſhe ſtill lov?d, though 
rather becauſe ſhe was accuſtonvd to it, than that 
ſhe could give any reaſon for it ; as indeed ha- 
ving too long experience of his manners, not to 
have found our of her ſeif all the ſpecious mduce- 
ments laid down to her by her 0:d Remembran- 
cer. Yet did they not prove inettectual. Hele- 
7111 took them in very good part ; and the more 
readily, for that Mendez advied her to things 
which ſhe her ſelf would be not a littie the better 
for, if ſhe ſhould put them in execution ; ſo that 
perceiving Montufar Coming up to them, being 
fo go together ro Gzadarrama, Where they were 
to.dine that day,: they pur it off -to another tume 
to conſider of the courſe they ſhould take to 
be rid of him, ſo as never to have a ſight of hun 
agam. 
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All Dinner time he ſeemed to be indiſpogd, 
having no Stomach at all to any thing ; and as he 
roſe from Table, he was taken with a ſhivering, 
and not long after with a violent Fever, Which 
ſtuck cloſe to him the reit of that Day and aſl 
Night ; and the violence of it being anvgmen- 
ted towards the Morning, put Hella and 
Mendez, into good hopes the Fever would do 
them a Courteſie, though it were. only to free 
them from further tronble how to ſhake him 
off, Montufar finding himſelf fo weak that he 
was not able to ſtand, told the Ladies they muſt 
not {tir from Guadarramea ; that a Phyſician muſt 
be had, whatever it coſt; and that all imagt- 
nable care ſhould be taken of him. This was 
faid with ſo much Imperiouſneſs and Authority, 
as if he had ſpoken to Slaves, and that their 
Lives and all things elſe were abſolutely at his 
diſpoſal. His Body in the mean time became 
more and more weak of the Fever, which had 
reduc'd him to ſuch a condition, as that, had it 
not been for his often calling for Drink, he might 
have been given over for a dead Man. 

There was no ſinall itir about the Inn, that a 
Confellor was not all this while brought to him ; 
that he might, as a good Chriſtian, diſcharge his 
Conſcience in this World, before he took his 
Tourney for the next. Ar laſt, while the good 
Man was gone for, Helenilla and "Mendez, making 
no doubt bur the Fever would car ry him away ; 
came to him ; and ſitting down on both ſides of 
his Bed, Helenilla broke her mind to him in theſe 
terms. 
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 F thuu haſt ſo much memory left, deareſt Montatar, 


as to remember after 1what manner thou haſt ever lived 
with me ; that s, how thou haſt behaw/d thy ſelf to- 
wards one who hath laid the greateſt Ovligations ima- 
ginable upon thee : as alſo towards Mendez, a perſon 
venerable upon the account of her Sex, her Age and her 
Virtue ; thou wilt not be ſo fond as to imagine, T ſhould 
importune God Almighty for the Recovery of thy Health : 
but though I were as deſirous of it, as I have reaſon to 
wiſh thy deſtruction, yet zs there a neceſſity we poor Mor- 
tals ſhould comply 2vith his holy diſpoſal of us and ours y 
and that I ſhould offer up, my jelf, what ſometime 
I had moſt doated on, and had been moſt dear to 
me. But to deal freely 2with thee, 2we begin to be ſo 
weary of thy Tyranny, that our Separation Was una- 
woidavle ; and, if God had not brought things to this 
paſs, we ſhould have had that conſideration of our on 
happineſs as to have endeavour'd it otherwiſe. Thou 
art going with all expedition to the other World, we en- 
wy thee not the good Entertainment thou wil; frad there : 
but, hadſt thou been ordai?d to make any longer ſtay 
here, we ſhould, to avoid thy inſupportable Company 
and Behaviour, have remowv'd into [ome part of Spain, 
here we ſhould have thought no more of thee, than if 
there never had been any ſuch thing as thou art in the 
Werld. Thou think'# Life ſweet, but if thou conſider 
well h-w thou haſt Iv'd, thou haſt much reaſon to take 
thy Death kmdly, ſince Heaven, for reaſons unknown, 
to Men, ſends it thee in a more honouravle 2vay than thou 
haſt deſery'd ; permitting a Fever to d» that which 
the Executioner does to perſons leſs wicked than thou haſt 
been ; or Fear,to ſuch white-liver'd cowardly Raſcals as 
; 
Separation, ſpeak to me ſincerely once in thy life, 1s it 
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ire that thou didſt really ”— I fhoutd [Fay here to 1007; 
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to thee, and nurſe thee up? Alas, ſuffer not theſe Va- 
ities to come into thy mind ſonear thy death. So little 
regard have TI of thy welfare, that, ere it to reſtore 
thy hole Race, I would not ſlay a quarter of an hour 
here. Make Friends, and get into the Heſpital, if th 
Diſeaſe do not diſpatch thee the fooner : and ſince all the 
Advice I ever gave thee hath been for thy good, do nat 
ſlight the laſt I amlike to give thee. *Tzs this, my yr 
Montufar ; Not to trouble thy [elf to fend for any Phyſs- 


.cian, as knowing, he will forbid thee the drinking of 


Wine ; which, without any Fever, is enough to make 
an end of thee in four and twenty hours. 


While Helenilla was making this Funeral Ser- 
mon to her once much beloved Mentufar, the 
charitable' Mendez, ever and anon felt his Pulſe, 
and laid her Hand on his Forehead ; and perceiv- 
ing her Miſtreſs had given over ſpeaking, ſhe 
would needs alfo give him a departing Lecture. 
Your Lordjhip's head (aid ſhe to him) burns extream- 
ly; and I am much in fear this unhappy Accident will 
be the occaſion of your marching off to ſee your Friends 
in the other World, without affording you the time to 
come to your ſelf. again. Take therefore this pair of 
Beads (added ſhe) and fall devoutly to your Prayers 
till ſuch time as the Confeſſor comes. You will be ſo far 
in your way, as to the diſcharge of your Conſcience. 
But if Credit may be given to the Hiſtoriographers of 
the Priſon for the Malefattors of Madrid, 2ho have ſo 
often had occaſion to ſpend their Pens in ſetting down 

your Atchieuments, your Lordſhip”s exemplary Life may 
ell exempt you from much Penance : Beſides that,God, 
2who is ery merciful, will, no doubt, put to your Ac- 
count in Heaven the glorious Progreſs you made bare- 


froulder'd through the principal Streets of Sevil, in the 
oo 
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freht of ſo many Peophe, and guarded by Beadles, and 
other Officers of the Garriſon of common Rogues, Cut= 
purles'and Houſe-breakers. You may alſo produce, as 
an Acquittance for your further Diſcharge, the Voyage 
you made by Sea ; during which, viz. for the ſpace of 
ſix Years, you did many things not unpleaſmg to God ; 
taking much pains, eating little, and being ſtill in dan- 
ger, and conſequently the more devout. But what us 
more conſiderable, ws, that you were hardly twenty 
Years of Age, when, to the preat edificatim of your 
Neighbour, you began that holy Pilgrimage. Moree 
over, it is wery probable you will be 2well recompenced 
in the other World for another thing ; which #, your 
care, that the Women who hazve had any dependence on 
you ſhould not be idle, or want ſomething to do ; making 
them work, and live, not only by the Labour of ther 
Hands, but that of their whole Body. To this I may 
add ; that if you die in your. Bed, you will put a plea» 
ſant trick upon the Fudge of Murcia, ho hath ſo- 
lemmly ſworn, he would ſentence you to die upon the 
Wheel, who expetts the [atifattion to ſee it ; and who 
muſt needs be enrag'd when it ſhall be told him, that 
you died of your ſelf, without the aſſiſtance of any third 
Perſon. But I trifle away the day here in talking, and 
never think it xs time to ſet forward on the fourney we 
have a deſire to make. Farewell, dear Friend that 
hath been ; receive thzs laſt Hug as heartily as T beſtow 
i on you, for T think we ſhall never fee one another 
again. With which words, Mendez, caiting her 
Arms about his Neck, embrac'd him with ſo much 
kindneſs, as that, had ſhe usd a little more, it 
had ſtifled him : Helenill/a did the like ; and with 
that Complement left the Chamber ; and, with- 
out calling for any Account, ſoon after, the Inn 
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Montufar, who was 'usd to their Abuſes, who 
Fad 4:0 the facuity to return them as good as 
tiizy brought, and who fondly imagin'd all they 
bad {a:d to him was only for his diverſion, look'd 
on them as they departed trom him, without the 
lea!t tuſpicion ; more 1incliwd ro conceive they 
went to g:ve ord<r for his Broths. He ſoon after, 
o':t Of ptre SECUrity, fell intoa little Drowlſineſs, 
which he.d him to long, as that the two Gentle- 
women m1ght w<ll be gotten a League or better 
in their way, before he was perfectly awake. 
He ask*d the Holteſs for them ; who told him, 
thcy were gone abroad, and. had given order he 
ſhou:d nat be diturb'd, for that he wanted Sleep 
very much, having not closgd his Eyes all the 
Nigit Þ eſore. 

U pon this Account of them, Montufar began to 
believe the Ladies had ſpoken to him 1n good ear- 
neit, He ſwore at ſuch a rate, as would have 
made ſome think the Earth might open and ſwal- 
low down the Inn, and all in it : he threatned, 
even to the very Way they travelPd on, and the 
Sun that lighted them. He would needs get up 
to put on his Cloaths, and had almoſt broke his 
Neck in attempting it, ſuch was his weakneſs. 
The Hoſteſs endeavour'd to excuſe the Ladies, 
and did it the beſt ſhe could, but with ſuch im- 
pertinent Reaſons, that the ſick Man was the 
more enrag'd, and fell out with her. He was fo 
incensd, that for four and twenty hours, nothing 

-nt down his Throat ; -and that Diet, with abun- 
dance of Rage and Fury proved fo effettual, that, 
after tie taking of a certain Broth, he found him- 
{elf itrong enough to purſie his Fugitive Slaves. 
They were got as far before him as they __ 
able 
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able to travel in two Days ; but two Hackney- 
Mules he fortunately met with, upon their re- 
turn to Burgos, contributed as much to his deſign, 
as it prov'd fatal to that of the two counterfeit 
Pilgrims. Fe overtook them within fix or ſeven 
Leagues of Burgos. They grew pale, and then 
bluſh'd when they faw him, and excugsd them- 
ſelves, if any ſich thing could be done. Montu- 
far ſmother'd his anger, for very joy that he had 


found them, which he conld not forbear expreſ- 


ſing in his very Countenance. He firſt broke 
forth into a Laughter ar the trick they had put 
upon him ; and raisd them to ſiich Security, that 
they thought him the verieſt Sot they had ever 
met with. He thereupon made them believe 
they wer? out of the way to Burgos ; and having 
(to bring them into it) led them among Rocks 
and Precipices, ſuch places as he knew no Man 
travelPd through, he drew a long Dagger, an 
Inſtrument, for which they had ever had a great 
reſpect ; and commanded them very imperiouſly 
to make preſent delivery of what Gold, Silver 
and Jewels they had. They thought at firſt with 
their Tears to have pacifrd him fo far as to bring 
the buſineſs to ſome Compoſition. Helemilla was 
very prodigal of them for her part, caſting withal 
her Arms about his Neck : but the unmerciful 
He&for grew 1o infolent upon their Submiſſions, 


| that he would not hear of any thing by way of 


Treaty, and once more gave them the perem- 
ptory Word of Command, allowing them bur 
half a quarter of an Hour to reſolve whether they 
woukd deliver or no. There was no way but to 
:acritice their Purſes to the ſafety of their Perſons ; 
ſo that, with much regret, they parted with what 

was 
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was dearer. to. them than their very Entrails. 
Yet was not Meontufar's Revenge ſatisfied with 
that. He pulPd out of his Pocket a parcel of 
Whip-cord which he had bought on purpoſe for 
ſuch an Execution ; and having tied them to ſeve- 
ral Trees, one againſt the orizer, he told them, 
with a treacherous Smile, that, out of a certain 
knowledge he had of their negligence in doing 
Penance from time to time for their' Sins; he 
would, for the good of their Souls, give them a 
little Diſcipline with his own hanas, that they 
might remember him in their Prayers. The Sen- 
tence pronounc'd was immediately put in execu- 
cution, with Branches of green Broom that grew 
thereabouts in abundance, he having ſo much 
Mercy in his Juſtice, as not to do it with the 
Whip-cord, whereof he had had himſelf experi- 
ence both of the weight and ſmart, notwithſtand- 
ing the grave reproaches of Mendez, not long 
before, to that purpoſe. 

Having diſcipiurd them till he grew weary, at 
the coſt of their poor Skins, he fate him down be- 
tween the two Patients ; and, turning himſelf to 
Helenilla , entertaind her ſomewhat to this ef- 
fect. | 


My deareſt Helenilla (faid he) be not ſo much diſ- 
plead with me for what hath happewd between ws, 
rill thou haſt confided my good mtention m it, and 
thereupon refletted, that every one w oblig*d in Con- 
ſcience to follow his Vocation : it 3s thine to commit leud 
Attions, and to be miſchievorrs ; it 3s mine (the World 
conſiſting of Good and Ewvil) to puniſh Lendneſs and 
Miſchief where I meet with them. Thou know bet- 


ter than any one, whether I diſcharge my duty as an 
honeſt 
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honeſt Man ſhould.; and thou art to aſſure thy ſelf, 
fence I chaſtiſe thee ſo heartily, that T owe thee no Iefs. 
IVere it not that it 1s more pardonable in me to be tender 
of my duty, than mcln?d to compaſſion, I ſhould not 
leave a Gentlewoman, ſo well deſcended, and {0 wer- 
tuorrs, ſtark naked, tied to a Tree, at the mercy of the 
firſt that paſſes by. Thy illuſtrious Birth, which thou, 
not long ſince, gaveſt me an account of, deſerves ano 
rher Deſtiny : but be ingenuos, and acknowledae thou 
ouldſt do no leſs thy ſelf, if thou wert m my place. 
What will prove thy greateſt misfortune, ts, that, ha- 
wing been ſo common as thou haſt, it will net be Ion 

&er thou art known ; ard then, it as to be fear'd, that 
out of a Maxim of Policy, to the perpetual terrcar of 
publick Sinners, order ill be given for the burning of 
this miſchievons Tree, whereto thou art, as it were, 
incorporated, together with the wicked Fruit that grows 
on it : But, im recompence, if thou haſt only a fear of 
all the Ewils thou bringeſt on thy ſelf, thou wilt one 
day make wery pleaſant relations of thy Adryemtures ; 
and have this to add, that, by the patient ſuffering of 
one hard Night, thou ſhalt hawe acquir'd an Excellen= 
cy, which will be much talk'd of, amongſt the many 
others thou art Miſtreſs of already ; and that is, my 
dear Quondam-Acquaintance, the knack of being able 


to ſleep ſtanding. 


But the charitable Mendez might juſtly quarrel at 
my mctvuility, if I ſhould continue my di;courſe any 
longer to thee, without ſo much as turning my face to- 
wards her, who was ſo free of her Advice and Aſſi- 
ſtance in my Sickneſs : and I ſhould be much wanting, 
as to the duty I owe my Neighbour, if T ſhould not, cut 
of a like Motive of Charity, give her ſome Advice 
ſuitable to the preſent poſture of her Affairs, They are, 


indeed, 
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mdeed (added he, turning towards Mendez) im a 
much 2orſe condition than you haply imagine : recom- 
mend your [elf therefore earneſtly to the goodneſs of God, 
though it be the firſt time you ever did it : Let your 
many Wrinkles be as many Remembrancers of the de- 
cays of your Microcoſm, and your mability to overcome 
this days Perſecution : were it the pleaſure of Heaven 
you might have a Confeſſor as eaſily as you ſtand im 
need of one. Not but that you may derive much quiet 
of Thought and Con'cience from the exemplary Life you 
have led, ſince you have always been ſo exceſſively 
charitable, that, inſtead of repining at the imperfe£ti- 
ons and milcarriages of others, you have repaird thoſe 
of an infinite number of young Maids. Beſides, ſhall 
there be no Account made for the pains you have taken 
in ſtudying the moſt occult Sciences ? Tis true, the In- 
quiſition How'd you never the better for it ; nay be- 
ſtow?d on you ſome publick marks of its diſaffection : 
but you know, it conſiſts of knowing Men, and that 
there is ever an Envy and Emulaticn between Perſons 
of the ſame Profeſſion. Nay, they do much more, that 
&, they are far from any confidence of your Salvation : 
but it matters not. Cuſtom makes all things tolerable, 
even in Hell it ſelf, where it cannot be but that you 
wnſs expect great kindneſs from the Inhabitants of the 
place, us having held a great Correſpondence with 
them during your living here. TI have but a word 
1more to tell you ; which is, that I might have cha- 


[tid you mnuch after another manner ; but it came in« 


fo my thoughts, that it # ordinary with old People to 
become Children again ; that you are old enough to be 
returnd to your firſt State of Innocence, and conſe- 
auently, that a Red was a more proper Inſtrument 
io puniſh you for the Raſcally Childiſh Trick you put 
wow me, than any other, And ſo Itake my leave, 

YECOITT + 
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recommending the care of your Perſons to your on dear 


ſelves. 


Having thus had the ſatisfaction to return their 
Abuſes. he went his ways, and left them rather 
dead than living, not ſo much through the grie- 
vouſneſs of the Chaſtiſement they had recerv'd, as 
that he had carried with him all they had, and left 
them alone, bound to their good behaviour, ina 
place, where, for ought they knew, they mighe 
become Food for the Wolves. 

They were very mournfully looking one upon 
the other, without ſaving any thing, when there 
palies by between them an Hare, which had not 
gone far &er they perceiv'd a Dog i in purſtut of 
her ; and at ſome diitance atter the Dog, a 
Gentleman on Horſe-back, and that no other 
than Don Sancho of Villefagnan, who was come to 
Burgos, to ſee his Brother, whom he heard to 


| havelayn ſick, and with whom he then ſojourr'd 


at a Country-houte he had not tar off thence, 
whither he was come to take the Air. He thoughr 
it a ſtrange Spectacle ro ſee two Women bound 
in that manner to Trees; and was much 


farpriz'd when he found in the Countenance of 


one of them, that of the beauriful Stranger he 
had ſeen at Toledo, whom he had made ſo much 
enquiry after at Madrid, and who was perpetu- 
ally preſent to his imagination. But whereas he 
had, upon the firſt ſight of her , conceived a 
ſtrong impreſſion that ſhe wasa Woman of Qua- 
lity, and married, he contimr'd for a while in 
ſome doubt wherher it were ſhe : as finding it an 
hard matter to be convinc'd, that ſhe durſt pre- 
{ume to come {ſo far in fo poor an Equipage, as 

| he 
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he might perceive by her Cloaths : but the Coun- 


tenance of Helenilla, which, though caſt down, 
and betraying a certain fright, had. loſt nothing 
of its Beauty, ſatisfied him at length that he had 
found what had coit him ſo many deſires and 
diſturbances. He lifted himſelf up upon the Stir- 
rTups, and lookd all about him to ſee if he were 
all alone, and he was ſimple enough to fear, it 
was ſome Diabolical I!lufion (God ſo permitting 
it) ſent to pum'ſh him for his Debauches and Sen- 
ſualiry. Helenilla, tor her part, had a reftection 
that was not much "better ; and was no leſs in 
fear, that Heaven had made choice of that day, 
ro bring about her all thoſe who had any thing 
ro call her to an Account for. Don Sancho beheld 
Helenil/a with much aſtoniſhment ; ſhe him with 


much diſtraction, each of them expecting. the 


other ſhould firit ſpeak ; and Dor Sancho.was at 
laſt going to fall into ſome diſcourſe with her, 
when” he perceives one of the Pages coming in 


full ſpeed towards him, whereupon advancing . 
to know what the matter was ; the other told 


him, thar the young Gentlemen, his Couſins, 

were rogether by the Ears;ready to kill one: ano- 
ther. He made all the haſte he conid, follow®d 
by the Page, ro the place where he had left his 


Company, and finds four or five of them in the _ 


heat of their Drink, railing one at another with 
met Swords drawn. and, at ſome diſtance, em- 
P.oying their drunken V alour in Cuts and Slaſhee, 
WHICH Colt ſome of the adjacent Trees the 1oſs of 

many a fair and hopeful Branch. | 
Den Sencho, enraghd at his being depriv 4 of the 
Picaſant: Viſion he had 'o t, Upon ſo frivoious an 
occaſion, did what he con!d to appeaſe thoſe 1r- 
Fecon- 


= A OS UL EL 


Nov. 2. The Hypocrites: IO5 


reconcileable, yet not very dreadful Enemj es ; 
but his 'Arguments, his Intreaties, and his Me- 
naces had prevaiPd bur littie with them, if the 
wearineſs they were'in, and the Wine which di- 
ſturb*d their Brains had not laid them ſo often on 
the Ground, as at laſt faiten'd them to it, and ſet 
them a ſnorting as peaceably, as they had at firſt 
with too much violence fallen our. . 

Leaving them ſo quieted of. themſelves, Dex 
Sancho took way back again towards the happy 
Tree, unto which he had left the Idol of his heart 
in a manner metamorphogd ; but his aſtonifh- 
ment, not'to. find there what he ſought for, was 
greater thar it had been upon the ſight of her be- 
fore. He: rode abort it ſeveral times, to ſee if 
with earneſt looking he might find what was nor 
there ; ard, not fatisfhed with that , look*d all. 
about him, yet could diſcover nothing but a fad 
Wilderneſs. He rode up'and down to all the places 


| thereabouts , and returns again to 'the Tree : 


which dull Plant as it was;'-never itirr” d for all the 
trouble he put himſelf to. 

' Doi Santho; 'as-T' tbid yon, had ſuch a Devo- 
tion for the Fertiale” Sex, that he conld love any 
Woman at'the firſt ſight: but, to compaſs his de- 
fires, if Money would not do, he wou'!d ſpare 
no Courtſhip,” no Addrefles, no Submiſſion, no 
derVICes;- no Importunity to do it. This you'll 
lay was the on! ty way to make a Man a Poet, if 
he: were capable of it. Dow Sancho indeed could 
do' pretty well at it; and was very happy in the 
bumouring of any Accident, good or bad : and 


. - | whereas the odneſs of the Subject given a Poet 


heightens his Fancy, if he have it any thing ſtrong, 
be thought the Adventure had happerrd: to him ſo 
| ſtrange 
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ſtrange, that it would have been inſenſibility in- 
him, great as that of the Tree it ſelf, not to fay- 


ſomething to it. Having . therefore alighted , 
he diſcoverd his Poetry to. it in theſe words, 
if it be true at leaſt, that. he was as.great a 
Fool as Iam told he was... © mf happy, and 
moſt to be envied Tree ! ſince thou haſt been felicified 
with the Embraces of her whom. 1 love, though I have 
220 preat knowledge of her, and whom I would not 


know but to love her , may thy Leaves be mingled 


among the Stars ; may the Sacrilegious Ax never offer 


the leaſt wiolence to thy ſacred and tender Bark ; may 


the Thunder bear a reſpett to. thy Boughs, and the 


Worms of the Earth to thy Roots ; may the harſh Win- 
ter ſpare thee, the Spring enrich thee ; may theloftieſt 
Pines ewvy thee ; and, to conclude, may Heaven pro- 


zeft thee. 


While the vertnous Gentleman was exhauſt- 


ing himſelf in fruitleſs Regrets, or, if you will, - 
in bemoaning Poetical Ejaculations, which are of 


greater importance than, any other, and which 
it 1s too Violent an Exerciſe for. a Man to:'make 


uſe of every day ; his Servants, who knew not - 


what was become of him, after a good, whiles 
ſearch, found him, and came about-him. He 
returned-to his Brothers very melancholly ; and, 
if I am not miſtaken in whar I have been told, he 

went to Bed Supperlels.-- ,. | 
But ris not eaſily credible, how many Irons 
one that tells a Story, or writes - a Novel, may 
have in the Fire at once : He that tells the Story, 
it being ſuppoſed he ſpeaks to more than one, 1s 
troubled many times to gueſs at what Crrcum- 
ſtances of it the greateſt part. of his Auditory 
: ſticks, 
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ſticks, and 1s impatient to have it profecured-; 
the other, though it may happen he hath to do. 
but with one at a time ( for , .now the wor'd 
grows more and more learnz d, peop:e think it. 
more edifying to read things of that nature them- 
ſelves) is ſubject to The ſame inconvenierces, not 
knowing where the Reader wou'd have the de- 
ſign protecured, where interrupted by fore un- 
thought-of accident. This broughr into my 
thoughts, that the Reader I have now to. do 
with, may think I leave him too long in ſuſpence, 
as being haply impatient to know, "by what en- 
chantment Helenilla and Mendez had been inat- 
ched away from the light of the amorous [DO N 
SANCHO. Let him have but ever fo: little 
patience ; I am juit going to tell him. 

Montufar upon his departure. from them. was 
much pleagd in himſelf at the piece of juſtice he 
had done ; bur as ſoon as the fury of his revenge 
began to admit remiſſion, .his Love was propor- 
tionably re-inftlanvd , and repreſented Helemilla 
to his imagination more beauniful than ever he 
had ſeen her. He concluded from her great pa- 
rience in recelving ſo cruel a chaltiſement (when 
ſhe ſaw there was no remedy but to endure it ) 
that ſhe muſt needs be of an excellent and trac- 
rable diſpoſition , and much inc:uvd to forger 
and forgive injuries. He conſider'd with him(clf, 
that whar he. had taken away trom them,wouid 
be ſoon ſpent, and that her Beauty was a. ſfetled 
and conſtant revenue to him, while he continu*d 
in her favour, the want of whoſe company he al- 
ready chought in{upportabie. Upon thele conft- 
derations, he made all the haſte he could back, 


_ and rhe tame barbarous hands winch had with 1o 


| litrle 
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little remorſe faſtned to the Trees the two Fugi- 
tives, and had afterwards ſo unmercifully ſwept 
their back-ſides with good green Broom, knock*d 
oft their Chains, I would fay , cut afunder, or 
unty*d their Cords, and ſet them at liberty, while 
Don Sancho was Chriſtianly employ*d in reconci- 


ling thoſe of his Drunken company who were 


fallen our. 

 Montifar, Helenilla, and Mendez, became good 
Friends again as they went along, and having re- 
ciprocally promigd to forget all diflatisfactions 
and differences, embrac*d one another with: as 
much tenderneſs for their reconcihation, as re- 
gret for what was paſt ; doing juſt as the Great 
ones do, . who neither love nor hate any thing , 
and who accommodate thoſe two contrary pal\- 


fions to their advantages, and the preſent ſtate. 


of their affairs. They held a Council concerning 
the way they ſhould take. Their Politicks ad- 
visd 'them to forbear going to Burgos , Where 
they might be in danger to meet with the Gen- 
tleman of Toledo : They therefore made choice 
of Sewil for their retreat, and it ſeemed to them 
thar fortune ſeconded their defign, fince that, as 
they came into Madrid Road, they met with a 
Mule-driver, who had three returrd Mules he 
could diſpoſe of, and which he was glad to let 
them have to carry them to Sew, upon the firſt 
propoſition made by Montufar to that purpoſe. 
He treated the Ladies upon the way very civilly, 
to make'them forget the 111 treatment they had 
received from him. They at firſt were ſome- 
what diſtruſtful of his infinuation , and reſolved 


to be reveng*d on him upon the firſt opportu- 


nity : bur at laſt, more out of policy than any 
Con- 
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conſideration of vertue , ley becarhe greater 
friends than ever. They ber ought themſelves; 
chat Diſcord Had rifined' the orcateſt Empires , 
_ and were convine'd , that, in "all appearance 
they were botn one for another. They play'd 
not any trick of their profeſſion in their journey 
to Sevil; for having their thoughts ſuthciently 
taken up with their removal ont of a Country 
where enquiry might be made after them, they- 
were afraid to rut themſelves into tiew inconve- 
niencies, which might hinder their going to Se- 
vil, where they had great deſigns to carry 
ON. 
They alighted a League ſhort of the City, and 

having farisf?d the Mule-driver, made their en- 
trance into it ar the cloſe of the evening, and 
took up their LOR m the firſt Inn they'came 
to. Montufar took 'an Houſe, furniſhed 1t, bur 
meanly enough , and put himſelf into a black 
Suit, a Caſlock, and a long Cloak. Helmilla put 
her {2lf into the habi of a Religious Woman, ha- 

ving her hair ſocfoſely imprifor'd, as there was 
not ought to be ſeen; and Mendes, ; clad like a 
devout Matron, got her a pair of Beads, of ſich 
bigneſs as might well ſerve as Cafe ſhot for a 

inal piece of Ordnance. . For ſome days im- 
mediately after their arrival ; Meontufar walked 
up and down the Streets, habired , as I have de-, 
ſcribed him , with his Arms a:Croſs , and caſting 
down his Eyes when ever'he met with any of rhs' 
female Sex. He' cry*d out ever and 'anon, with' 
a voice that would break the very Stones: Blef-' 

ſed be the maſt bleſſed Sacrament of the Altar , and 
the ever-happy Conception of the immaculate Virgin, 


with ſeveral other Exclamations of the fame kind: 
2 He 
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He caug'd the ſame things to be repeated by the 
Children he met with in the Streets, and got 
them together many times to make them ſing 
Hymns and godly Songs, and to teach them 
their Catechiſm. He often vitited the Priſons, 
preached to the Priſoners, comforted ſome, mi- 
niſtred to others, bringing them Victuals , and 
many times carrying from the Market an heavy 
Basket filled with ſich things as he had either 
begg*d or provided for them. Oh deteſtable 
Rogue ! it ſeems there wanted only thy turning 
Hypocrite , to make thee the moſt accompliſhed 
Villain the Earth ever groan'd under ! 

Theſe vertuous actions , done by the greateſt 
enemy to Vertue of all mankind, in a ſhort time 
rais'd him into the reputation of a Saint. Hele- 
ulla and Mendez, for their parts, did ſuch things 
as made people begin to talk of their Canoniza- 
tion. One pretended to be Mother, the other, 
Siſter of the bleſſed Brother Martm. They went 


_ every day to the Hoſpitals ; waited on the fick, 


made their beds, waſt'd their Linnen , and, if 
they wanted, accommodated them at their own 
Charge. 

Thus were the three moſt vicious Pefſons in 
all Spain become the admiration of Sevil. Much 
about this time there happened to come thither a 
Gentleman of Madrid, about ſome occaſions of 
his -own. He had been one of the acquaintances 
of Helenilla ; for ſuch Women as turn common, 
ſupply many in their time : ;he knew Mendez to 
be no better than ſhe ſhou!d be, and had ſo much 
experience of Montufar, as to take him for no 
other than a dangerous cheat and a Pandar. One 
day, as they were coming all three together from 


Church 
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Church, followed by a great number of Perſons, 
who kif?d their Veitmienrs , and intreated them: 
to be mindful of them in their Prayers , they* 
were diſcover'd by the' Gentlerrian'I ſpoke of ;/ 
who, upon ſight of them being inflanyd with a 
Chriſtian zeal, and not able to:endure that three 
pertfons {6 tranſcendently wicked ſhould abuſe 
the credulity of a whole City, broke through' 
che multitude, and coming up'to Montufar gave 
him an hearty blow -over the face: Abominable- 
Cheats ! cries he to them ; Do you neither fear 
God nor Man ? He would have ſaid ſomething 
Elſc :'btit his good 1ntention met not with the ſuc- 
ceſs it deſervd, it: beifg not only imprudent, bur 
d: nzerous,- to be ? over-precipitate- ig the diſco-i 
very of any thing. All the people-feſt npon him;” 
looking on him\'as one that had committed Sacri- 
ledge'in his iricivility towards their Saint. HE: 
was ſooh laid on the gronnd, loaden with blows 
and kicks, and no'Youbr' kad lott his Life among 
them, if Maontofar, through a miraculons read. 
neſs of wit, had not taken him into his protec»: 
tion, covering him with his body, thruſting away 
the moſt earneſt to beat him, nay, expoting him. 
ſIf to their fury and blows. My deareſt Brethren, 
Crys he as loud as he: conld, ler him alone for the 
_ Feſus Jake ; fer the Bleſſed Virgins ſake, be mot IC 
UV10LCNT. 

Theſe few words laid that great Tempeſt ; and 
the people, as eaſily quieted as they had been 
{irred up, made way for B. Martm, who came 
up to the unfortunate Gentleman , glad in his 
Soul to ſee him fo treated, but diſcovering in his 
countenance a great trouble thereat. He raiſed 
him up from the ground where he tumbled over 

t 43 and _ 
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and over, embrac'd him,, and kiffd him, though 
py blood and-dirt, and repraved the people: very 

arply tor their rudeneſs, I indeed, the wicked 
wretch, ſaid he to thoſe: whp had any. deſire to 
hear him, -1 am the Fog oh I ar be that never did 
any thing pleaſing in the ſight of God. Do. you ima- 
gine, continued:he, becauſe, yogs; ſee me- now clad like 
ax-hoeft, Mpn, that 1 hawe not been all my Life a 
” *.4 ſcandal to ala (1:09 ruin 9 Let 
WE OC tbe. ohject of -Your- Inj WF'1ES, ; ; tas at 4e yoh ought 
za caſt, Diri, aud Stapes 5 # # My Blood Jour Swords 
rligſe after. | 

© Having faid, theſe. wards. with a perſonated 
mildneſs, and thereby abſolutely. quieted the peo- 
ple, he went ,. with a zeal.yet more cqunterfeir, 
and caſt bi alt at the feet of his Enemy , and 
Kiſſing them, he not only askd him, pardon, but 
got, him again his ; Sword, C loak, and Hart, which, 
had been loft in the Tumlt.. He put them about: 
him, ard,bqving led him-by, the.hand. to the:end 
of the. ſtregt. parted from, ing ,} after he had be- 
frow'd, on hira.many embragcge,end 45 many be- 
nedictians. ., 

"Lhe. pogr. Man was all BA while as if. be had 
been inchanted, ſo aſtoniſhed; was he at what he 
had ſeen, -and what had been-done to him, and 
conceiv'd ſa. much ſhameat the fadnelſs of, the ad- 
venture, that he was never ſeen in the Streets af- 
rerwards, thongh his buſineſs deraiwd him"! wthe 
City fore time, longer. 

In the mean. time, Montufar, by this aft of 
counterfeit humilzy had gain'd the hearts of the 
whole City. The people looked on him with ad- 
miration, many came the oftner to Church pur- 


poſely to ſee him, and the Children crv'd after 
him 
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him a Saint, a Saint, as they would 4 Fox, a Fox, 
had they met his Enemy in the Streets. From 
this time he- began to live the happieſt Life of 
any Man alive. The great Lord, the Gentle- 
man , the Magiſtrate , the Prelate courted him 
every day to their Tables, and, happy thoughr 
he himſelf, whom he honour'd with an accep- 
tance of his entertainment. If any one askd his 
Name, he made anſwer, that he was the Animal, 
the Beaſt , fir only to carry Burthens , the Com- 
mon-ſhore of filthineſs, the Veſſel of i inquity, and 
ſuch other Attributes as his ſtudied Devotion fur- 
niſhed him withal. - He ſpent the day in ſome 
publick places with the Ladies of the City, im- 
portuning them with perpetual complaints of his 
own Iuke-warmneſs : telling them that he was 
not ſufficiently annihilated in Spirit, that he was 
guilty of too much Self-centreity , and wanted 
thoſe recolle&tions which ſhould confine his 
thoughts to celeſtial contemplations , and divert 
them from being diſorder'd by the vanities of this 
World; in a word, never entertaining them 
with any thing but what was wrapt up in this 
fuſtian Language : So great a Proficient had 
a ſhort time made him in Sycophancy and Hy- 
poctiſte: 
Of the great Alms daily beſtowed in Sewi/ , 
there paſt moſt through his hands, or through 
thoſe of Helenilla, and Mendez ; who, as to what 
might be expected from them, acted their parts 
to the heighth, and whoſe names made no leſs 
haſte to get into the Calender , than did that of 
Montufar. A certain Widow, a Lady of Quality, 
and inexpreſlibly beſotted with Devotion, ſent 
them every day two diſhes of Meat for their Din- 
I 4 ner , 
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ner, and as many for their Supper, and thoſe 
ſuch-as had been ordered by one.of the beſt Cooks 
about the City. ' At laſt , the Houſe they liv'd in 
grew too little for the preat number of preſents 
that were brought. in from all parts, and to en- 
tertain the Ladies that came to. viſit him. If a 
Woman was deſirous to be with Child, her only 
way was to put her Petition into their hands, 
that they might. preſent it at the Tribunal of God, 
_ bring her a ſpeedy and farisfattory anſwer of 
She that had a Son in the Þ»dies, took the 
c ;me courſe ; and fo did ſhe allo who had a. Bro- 
ther, Frien d., or Couſin , in Slavery at Algiers. 
And the poor | Widow, who had a cauſe depend- 
ing before an.ignorant Judge, againlt a powerful 
Adverfary, doubred not of its gaing with her, 
ſince ſhe had made them a preſent according 
to her gore: itv. Some preſented them with Sweet- 
meats, others with Pictures and. Ornaments for 
their npggas, Sometimes there were ſent them 
in, all torts of clean Linnen and Cloaths for poor 
pcople that were aſhamed of their neceſlities, and 
often, conſiderable fums of Money, to be diſtri- 
buted as they ſhould think fitting. No body came 
empty handed to them, nor did any body doubt 
of their future Canomzation. Nay it grew to 
that height, that ſome Gdetired ther advice in 
things doubtful, and to come. Helenilia, who 
had a Diabo'ical. wit, managed the bufinefs of 
Anſivers ; and the cunning Giptie would be ſure 
to deliver her Oracles, in few words, and in 
terms ambigiions ard capable of ſeveral inter- 
PTerations, Their Beds, ſimple n appearance, 
were all the day covered Witn Mats, but at Night 
with zood Down-beds a and Quilts, and good Cos 
yeriets ; 
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verlets; the Houſe being fill of all manner of 
Houſhold-ſtuff, ſent in by ſome or other, for a 
charitable ſiipply of ſome Widow, whoſe Goods 
had been taken in Execution, or to furniſh the 
Houſe of a young Maid Married without any Por- 


tion. Their doors, in Winter, were ſhut up at 


five of the clock, in Summer , at ſeven, as pun- 
Ctually as if their Houſe had been a well regu- 
lared Convent ; and then the Spits went, the Houſe 
was perfunvd , the Fowls went to the Fire, - the 
Tables were neatly covered,and the Hypocritical 
Triumvirate, fed without any remorſe, and va- 
liantly drank to their own good Healths, and 
ſometimes remembered theirs whom they made 
ſuch Fools. Montufar and Helenilla lay together, 
for fear of the Spirits ; and their Man and their 
Maid, who were of the ſame Conſtitution, imita- 
ted them in their manner of paſling away the 
night. But for the Matron Mendez, ſhe always 
lay alone, and was more contemplative than 
active, ever ſince ſhe had given her mind to the 
black Art. 

Thus did they ſpend their time , when the be- 
ſotted Inhabitants of Sew thought they were at 
their mental prayers, or diſciplining themſelves. 
It is not to be asked, whether they were in good 
caſe, as ro the body, living at this rate. Every 
one bletied God for it, and it was in a manner the 
general wonder, that a ſort of people who exer- 
cisd ſo great auſterities, were of a better com- 
plexion, than thoſe who lived in the heighth of 
Inxury and abundance. During the ſpace of 
three years that they led all the people of Sew/ 
Ly the noſes, receiving preſents from all parts, 
and converting moſt of the alms that paſt through 

their 
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their hands to their own uſe, what' a number of 
good yellow pieces they got together, i will not 
eaſily be credited. What ever happer'd ſucceſs- 
fully, was attributed to the effect of their pray- 


ers. They ſtood for all the Children that were 


chriſtned, they were: the makers up of -all Mat- 
ches, and the Arhitrators of all differences. Ar 
laſt, God grew weary of ſuftering their wicked 
kind of living. AMontufar, who was much inclin'd 
to choler, uſed, often to beat his. man ; he, on 
the other ſide, being high fed, and living at eaſe, 
receiv'd his chaſtiſement with a great deal of in- 
dignation, and would many times: have left his 
ſervice upon it, if Helenilla, much more polirick 
in that than her Gallant, had not ever and anon 
appeas'd him with kindneſles and prefents. He 
one day corrected him a. little too ſeverely for 4 
trivial fanlr., The young fellow got out of doors, 
and, blinded by his paſſion, went. and: gave no- 
tice to the Magiſtrates of Sew of the hypocriſie 
of theſe three blefſed perſons. Some evil ſpirit 
ſuggeſted ir into Heleni/la, that the fellow would 
do the miſchief ſhe fear?d. She adviſed: Montufar 
£0 take all the Gold, whereof they had a contt- 
derable quantity, and to avoid 'the tempeſt ſhe 
was afraid would fall upon them. No ſooner faid 
than done. They took about them what they 
had of greateſt value, and putting a good face 
ore in the itreets, went out at one of the City 
gates, and came in agai at another, to blind 
thoſe that might follow them. 


Montufar had infinuated himſelf into the favour 


of a certain Widow, as lewd, and as very an hy- 
pocrite, as himſelf; He had made Helenilla ac- 


quainted with a!l that paſied between them, who 
took 
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took nat any thing amiſs, no more than Montufar 
would have done at her familiarity with a Gallant 
that had been profitable to the Community. To 
her. houſe they made their retreat, and there they 
were: ſecretly kept, and entertained to their own 
wiſhes ; the Widow having an attection for 1on- 
tufar, tar. his own fake, and for Helenilla upon 
Moninfar's accou 

In the. mean _ Magiſtrate , conducted 
by Montufar's revengeful ſervant, was gotten in- 
to the houſe of our Hypocrites, and made ſearch 


for the bleſſed Children and their glorious Mo- 


ther, and.neither meeting with them nor any ti= 
dings of them, the Servant-maid not knowing 
where they . were, nor whither they were gone, 
had canvd all the trunks to be ſealed up, and an 
Inventory to be taken ofall that was in the houſe. 
The Officers found in. the Kitchin what to enter- 
rain themſelves withal. for above one day, and 
left not -in danger to be loſt any thing they could 
handſomely make their own. While things were 
in this poſture comes the old Mendez into the 
houſe, having not the leaſt imagination of what 
they were doing there. The Officers laid hold 
on her, and hurried her to Priſon with a great. 
concourſe of people at her heels. The Man and 
the Maid were ſent thither alſo to keep her com- 
pany, and having ſpoke ſomewhat too much as 
well as ſhe, were condemrd, as ſhe was, to 
the embraces of the Whipping-poſt, and there to 
receive two hundred laſhes. Mendez, dyes of it 
within three days after, as being too old to over-. 
come ſo rigorous a chaſtiſement, and the Man 
and the Maid were baniſtvd Sei! for their lives ; 
ſo that the prudent Helenilla , by her fore-ſight , L 
kept 
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kept her dear -Montufar and her ſelf out 'of the 
hands of the Magiſtrate, who ſought after them, 
but in vain, both within and without the City. 
The people were aſhanrd they had been ſo abu- 
ſed ; and the Ballad-ſingers, who were grown 
hoarſe in celebrating their commendations at all 
corners of the Streets, ſet their muddy Poets at 
work to write as much in raiſe of the coun- 
terfeit Saints, - Theſe InſetsSW\ Parnaſſus, exhau- 
ſted, upon this occaſion , . their fatyrical vein ; 
and the: Songs: they made, to cry dawn thoſe 
whom not long before the peaple had made 
their Idols, , are to this day fung up and down at 
Sewil. 

Montuf, ar and Helenilla reflecting on the fad Tra- 
gedy of Meordez,, thought it their beſt conrſe to 
take a countcr-march ro Madrid, which they did 
as ſoon as they durſt venture with ſafery;* bring- 
ing thither with them munch wealth, and being 
allo married together. They immediately made 
enquiry after what news there might be of Dor 
Sancho of Vill:fagnan, and baving underſtood that 
he was not at Madrid, they appeard publickly ; 
he, as well c'oatl'd as any Gentleman about the 
Court, and ſhe, aſter the rate of a Lady of qua- 
lity,, ; and beautiful as an Angel. Before the trea- 
ty of marriave was concluded between them, 
there were ccrtain Articles drawn up, with a 
mutual promiſe for the punctualobſervance there- 
of ; among others, theſe; That Mintufar as an 
Husband of much diſcretion and great "patience, 
ſhould not hz any way troubled ar ſuch viſits as 
upon the account of her beauty ſhould be made 
to her; ſhe on the other ſide being oblig*d not 
to entertain any kr what were beneficial, 


ney 
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They had not been there long, ere thoſe Wo- 
men , who between the Sexes of Mankiwd are 
much of the ſame predicament with Horſe-cour- 
ſers in matter of Horſes , ſuch as may otherwiſe 
be called the Pablick Intelligencers in the atfairs 
of Pleaſure, otherwiſe, Haglers, and Caterers in 
humane fleſh ; in the vulgar language, Bauds ; 
or, to ſpeak more honourably of them, Women 
off Deſigns, began to beat the Market abour 
Helenilla. They made her appear one day at a 
Play, another in the Park, and ſometimes in the 
great Street of Madrid, ſeated in the boot of a 
Coach, whence , looking on ſome, ſmiling on. 
others, taking notice of all, ſhe could on a ſtid- 
den muſter ſuch a number of tranſported Lovers 
as might paſs for a conſiderable Regiment. Her 
dear husband very punctually obſerv'd the Arti- 
cles agreed on at the Contract ; ſuch as were 
baſhfui mn their addreſſes he , by his inimnuating 
behaviour, incourag'd into greater confidence, 
and did in a manner lead them by the hand to 
his wife, being ſo full of compliance and ſo 
ready to further their enjoyment, as never to 
want ſome urgent occaſions, purpoſely to af- 
ford them the freedom of her company alone. 
He . made acquaintances Which none but ſuch 
as had money enough , and card as little how 
they ſpent it, and never came into his own 
houſe ere he had been atiurd by a fignal thar 
appeard in the window, when the Miſtreſs 
of the houſe was buſje, that he might come in 
without hindring any ſport; and , if the fignal 
were ſuch as forbad him entrance, he went his 
way as well fatished as a perſon whoſe buſineſs 
is done in his abſence, and paſft away an hour 

Or 
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or two in ſome Gaming-houſe, where all were 
glad to entertain him for his Wifes ſake. _ 
Among thoſe whom Helenilla i had made her 
tributary Vaſlals, there was a certain Gentleman 
of Granada, who furpaſled all his Comperitors 
both in the excels of his love and his expence. He 
was deſcended out of ſo noble an Houſe, that the 
Titles of his Nobility might be found among the 
Antiquities of the Capital City of Judza, and 
thoſe who had a particular knowledge of his 
race, affirmd, that his Anceſtors had kept the 
Books for Arraignment of MalefaCtors at Feruſa- 
lem before and after the time of Ca/aphas. The 
love he had to Helenilla made him in a ſhort time 
releaſe a great number of good Pieces which he 
had impriford haply one by one. By this means 
came Helenilla*s houſe ro be one of the beſt fur- 
niſted about Madrid. A Coach, whereof ſhe knew 
neither the price, nor was at the charge of main- 
taining the Horſes that drew it, waited every 
morning at the door, to receive her commands, 
and rolPd up and down till night, as ſhe was 
pleagd to order it. This prodigal Lover took a 
Box for her at the Play-houſe by the year, and 
there hardly paſgd a day but he entertauvd, with 
ſome magnificent Collation, her and ſome others 
of the Sex, in the houſes of recreation that are 
about the City. Theſe entertainments were a 


certain Paradiſe to Montufar, who accordingly | 


ſariated his natural gluttony thereat ; and being 
cloatt”d like a Prince, and as full of cafh as if he 
had been a Treaſurer, he fed every day like a 
French-man, and drank like a German. He had 


very great compliances for the liberal Granadzme, 
and 
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and was not ſparing of his acknowledgments to 
Fortune her ſelf. | 
But the wind turns of a ſudden, and brings 
with it an horrible ſtorm. Helenilla entertain'd 
the viſits of a certain young Hector , one of the 
Danger-fields of the City ; who never durſt ſhew 
their faces in the field ; who live at the charge of 
ſome wretched Curtezan whom they tyrannize 
over ; Whp go every day to Plays to make tu- 
mults,and defeat poor Cirizens of hats and cloaks ; 
and who every night beat their innocent Swords 
againſt the Walls, that they may have ſome co- 
lour to ſivear in the morning, that they had a fu- 
rious encounter with ſome enemies. Montufar 
had many times given Helemilla notice , that he 
was not pleasd with that unprofitable acquain- 
tance of hers. Notwithſtanding all his remon- 
ſtrances, ſhe ſtill kept him company. MAontufar 
was incensd thereat, inſomuch that, to fatisfie 
himſelf, he gave Helemlla the fame chaſtiſement, 
as the deceagd Mendez, and ſhe, had ſometimes 
receiv'd from him in the mountains of Burgos. He- 
lenilla pretended her ſelf reconciPd to him upon 
the firſt acknowledgments of his paſlion | but 
was refolv'd to be reveng'd. | The better to com- 
paſs her deſign, ſhe for eight days together treat- 
ed him with ſich unuſual kindnetfes, that Meontu- 
far was abſolutely fatisfd : ſhe was one of thoſe 
Women, who adore their Tyrants, and exerciſe 
their cruelty on their adorers. One day, the Gen- 
tleman of Granada had order'd an excellent Sup- 
per to be provided, intending to make the third 
perſon at it himſelf; but ſome buſineſs ſo fell our, 
that he could not come. Montufar and Helenilla 
drank hand to hand to the health of their Bene- 
factor. 


I 22 The Hypecrites. Nov. 2. 


factor. Montufar , according to his ordinary 
courſe, made a ſhift to get drunk, and as they 
were taking away the cloth would needs taſte of 
a Bottle of perfunvd Hypocras, which the Gra- 
nadine had ſent in, as a thing extraordinary. It 
was never diſcover'd, whether Helenilla, who had 
oper'd it before Supper, had put into the Bottle 
a dram of ſomerhing more than ſhould be : This 
is certain, that not long after Mcotufar had raken 
it off, he felt a ſtrange hear in his intrails. and, 
preſently after, inſupportable pains and gripings. 
He had ſome ſuſÞhition of his being poyſored, and 
ran to get his Sword, which Helnilla perceiving, 
got in that interval out of the room to avoid his 
fury. Montufar went to her Chamber whither 
he thought ſhe had been gone to hide her 1elf, 
and ſearching after her in the herigth of his fury, 
he diſcovers , as he took up a Piece of Tapiltry, 
Helenill”s young Gallant , who immediately run 
him with his fword through the body. AMontufar, 
chough half dead, made a ſhift to get him by the 
throat. Upon the 1thrieks of the Servants, who 
made an helliſh noiſe, the Magiſtrate comes into 
the houſe, juſt as the Murtherer was 1n hopes to 
make his eſcape, having put Mcntufar out of all 
pain with a ſharp dagger he had. | 

In the mean time Heleni/la, who was got into 
the Street, and knew not whither ſhe went, en- 
ters the firſt door ſhe mer with open. She per- 
ceived a light in a low room, and a Gentleman 
walking up and down in it. She went and caſt 
her ſelf at his feet imploring his aſſiſtance and 
protection, and was much aftoniſÞd to find him 
to be Don Sancho, of Villefagnan, who was no les 
ſurpriz'd to meet with, in her, the Idol of his 
| _ heart, 
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heart, which now appeard to him the fourth 
time. Don Sancho had , ſome rime before, had 
ſome differences with his Wife, and thoſe were 
come to ſuch height, as that they were there- 
upon abſolutely parted, ſhe finding it impoſltble 
to live with him, by reaſon of his ill treatments 
of her, and his debauches. He had procur'd from 
the Court a Commiſſion to plant a new Colony 
in the Idies, and was within a ſhort time to take 
ſhipping at Sevil. While Helenilla entertains him 
with a thouſand forg*d ſtories, and that he 1s 
over-joy*d to find her willing to accompany him 
in his voyage; the Magittrate condemns the 
young Gallant to be hang'd for the murthering 
of Mentufar, makes a ſearch after Helenilla all 
over Madrid, and ſeiz?d of all that was in the 
houſe. Don Sancho and Helenilla had a proſperous 
voyage to the dies, Where there have happerd 
to them ſtranger adventures than any have been 
related yet. Some particulars have been brought 
over, but more are ſtill expected. Thoſe that 
are lately come out of thoſe parts give an ac- 
count of Helezilla as being yet alive, in great 
proſperity, and Governeſs of a vait Country : 
She and Dun Sancho living as happily and as lo- 
vingly as any couple in the wor.d. She er- 
gagd him to marry herere he could have his de- 
tires of her ; which when he made ſome difficu!- 
ty to do, ſhe fartisfed him with this, that, i {eve - 
ral worlds, it was lawful for a man to have {e- 
veral Wives. There are ſeveral Bookſellers, who 
with the laſt Ship that went to thoſe parts, fent 
over a young man to get the Copy of her and her 
Indian Husband's adventure, before i comes to 
my peruſal ; but though they do, I do hereby let 

I then 
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them know, they muſt have my hand in it before 
it be printed, becauſe I have all the ſtories where- 
with ſhe entertaind Don Sancho at her fo ſidden 
meeting with him at Madrid, ready for the Preſs, 


which, conſidering the ſurprize and confuſion ſhe - 


muſt needs be in ar fo fatal an accident, and the 
preſence of ſpirit ſhe had to invent them, will ac- 
cordingly be thought the greateſt miracle of fe- 
male invention that ever was. I intend to put 
out all together, ( not including what is already 
publiſh'd ) under the Title of THE COM- 
PLEAT CURTEZAN, or THE MO- 
DERN LAIS. In the mean time, forbidding 
all manner of perſons to trouble either Book-ſe!. 
ters or Friends to ſend them Books ;under ſuch 
names, till they find theſe Titles at the beginning 
of the Book which they now meet with at the 
end, or hear further trom their bumble SCTr- 
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The Third Novel. 


H E Court of Spain was at Vailla- 
dolid, and conſequentiy the in- 
conveniencies of thoſe that were 
obliged to attend it, were the 
greater, ( it'being a pace as fa- 
| mous for the dirtineſs of it as 

Pars,if we may believe an eminent Spaniſh Poet, 
Who hath given us that account thereof) when 
in one of the coldeſt Nights of a Winter that had 
been more ſharp than ordinary , and about the 
hour that moſt of the Monaſteries toll their Bell 
to Mattms, a young Gentleman, named Den Gar 
cas, "ſlip'd out of a Houſe where'he had ſpent the 
day in ſome Company , or haply at Gaming; 
which, however we may be ſenſible cf the other 
lofles conſequent thereto, makes us little mind 
that of our Time, though hap:y the greateit. 
Thongh the nighr were dark, yer had he not any 


light with him ; whether his Lacquey bad throagh 
K 2 Nl2epineis 
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MNeepineſs loſt his Link, or that his Maſter card 
not much whether he had any ; and was juſt pa. 
ſing into the Street where his Lodging was, when, 
at a door, opened of a ſudden, a certain perfor 
was thruſt out with ſuch rudeneſs and violence, 
that the party fell at his feet, on the other ſide 
of the way, as he walF*d along. 

He was much ſtartled at the ſtrangeneſs of the 
adventure ; much more, when. going to give his 
band to the perſon he thought fo unworthily 
treated,he perceiv'd, he was ſtript to the Shirt, and 
heard him ſighing and bemoaning himſelf, with- 
out endeavouring in the leaſt to get up. Thence 
he inferr'd he had hurt himſelf in his fall, and 
thereupon, having, with the help of his Lacquey 
which was come up to him, ſet him on his feer, 
he ask'd him, Wherem he nnghr do him any ſer- 
vice. Tou may ſave my Life, and ſecure my Honour, 
replies the unknown Perſon, with a Voice inter- 
rupted with ſighs, and which convinc'd him of 
the miſtake he had been in all the while, and 
that it was a Woman he had found ſo barbarouſly 
ford out of doors at fo unſeaſonable a time. T7 
beſeech you, added ſhe, by the ſame generoſity which 
makes you ſo ready to aſiſt me m my mufortune, to 
diſpoſe of me into ſome place, where I may remam con- 


ceaÞd, provided none know of it but your ſelf, and. 


ſuch as you ſhall be confident of their fidelity. 
Don Garcias put his cloak about her, and com- 


manding his Lacquey to hold her by the arm-on 


one ſide as he did on the other, he ſoon brought 
her to his Lodging, where all were m their Bede, 
but one Maid, who opened the door, curſing and 
bitterly railing at thoſe who made her ſit up 16 


late : The Lacquey, whether ypon the directions 
ot 
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of his Maſter, or the pleaſure thoſe of his qua- 


lity take in the doing of miſchief, made her no 
other anſwer than that of blowing our her Can- 
dle, and while ſhe was gon to light it again, cal- 
ling him a hundred Rogues, and Skip-kennels, 
Don Garcias, conducted, or indeed rather Car- 
ried to his Chamber , ( which was but one pair 
of Stairs ) the diſtreſſed Lady, who with much 
ado kept on her feet. | 

The Lacquey having brought up a light , Dor 
Garcias perceived he had mer with a very extra- 
ordinary adventure,having brought into his Lodg- 


Ig one of the handiomeſt Women in all Spam , 


and one who wmmediately raigd im him both Love 
and Compaſſion. Her hair was black, but withal 
of a brightneſs out-vying that of Jer; her Com- 


 plexion, a miraculous mixture of Lilhes and Ro- 


ſes; her Eyes, to ſpeak modeſtly of them, fo 
many 9uns ; her Breaſt lovely, beyond all com- 
pariſon ; her Arms admirable ; her Hands yer 
much more to be admired ; and her Stature ſich 


as a Man that were a great Monarch ſhould wiſh 


in her whom he calPd his Queen ! Bur that deli- 
cate black Hair was all in diforder ; that attrac- 
tive Complexion was pale and diſcolour'd ; thoſe 
ſparkling Eyes were full of tears ; that incompa- 
rable Breaſt all bruisd ; thoſe Arms and Hands 
were not in a much better condition ; in a word, 
that lovely Body, of ſo gracetull a proportion, 
was full of black and bloody places, as if the 
Owner had been beaten with Stirrap-leathers , a 
Girdle, or ſomething elſe, no leſs unfit to be em- 
ployed on fo much tenderneſs and delicacy. If 
Don Garcias were infinitely plea&d to look on fo 
beautiful a perion, the ſame beantiful perſon was 
= 3 no 
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no leſs troubled to ſee her ſelf reduc'd to the con+ 
dition ſhe was in ; at the diſpoſal of a Man, ſhe 
had. not the leaſt knowledge of, and one that 
ſeenyd not to be five and twenty years of age. 
He took notice of her diſturbance, and did all he 
could to perſivade her, that ſhe ſhould be far 
from fearing any thing unhandſome from a Gen- 
tleman who would think himſelf happy to ſerve 
her, though with the hazard of his Life. 

In the mean time, his Lacquey kindled a little 
Char-coal fire ; for in Spain there's bur little other 
Fuel ; but for that, all Countries mutt be content 
with what proviſion Nature hath been plea&d to 
make them ; though ſhe be ever ſo much a Step- 
mother, there's no repining at her diſpoſal of 

things. He alſo laid clean ſheets, or ſhould have 
done if he had any, on his Maſter's bed, who, 

having bidden the Lady good-night, left her in 
poſſeſſion of his Chamber , double-locking the 
door upon her, and went to Bed, I know not up- 
on-what pretence, to 4 Gentleman of his acquain- 
tance that had a Chamber in the ſame Houte. He 
flept in al! likelihood berter in his Friends, than 
the Lady he had recommended to his own Eed 
did in his ; he never drew bit, till the cries abont 
the Streets awoke him ; ſhe ceasd not weeping 
and bewailing her ſelf all night long. Don Garcias 
got up,. rubb'd and powder'd, and made himſelf 
as ſpronce and as youthful as he could. Being 
coms to his own Chamber-door, he lay*d his Ear 
to the Rey-hole, and having heard the poor Lady 
{til bemoaning her ſelf, he made no difficulty to 
g0 In to her, His preſence heightned the v1io- 
lence of h. 7 affliction, and not able to look on 


him with any command of her grief; Tou ſee , 
ſaid 
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faid ſhe to him, a Woman, who was, no longer fince 
than yeſterday, the moſt eſteern'd of any in Vaillado- 
lid, but at preſent the moſt deſpicable, and moſt} infa- 
mos, and in a condition now much more likely to 
raiſe compaſſion , than ſhe hath ſometime been to cauſe 
envy. But how great ſoever the misfortune may be 
awhereto I am reduced , the ſeaſonable kindneſs T re- 
ceiv'd from you, may yet in ſome meaſure remeay it , 
if after you have afforded me the Santtuary of your 
Chamber till night, you get me convey'd thence, either 
n a Sedan or Coach, to a Convent which I ſhall name 
z0 you. But may 1, added ſhe, after all the Obliga- 
tions you have caſt ow me, mtreat you to be at the 
trouble to go to my Houſe, to enquire what w ſaid and 
done there ; and, in fme , to inform your ſelf, what 
diſcourſe there is about the Court and City, concerning 
the unhappy Woman, whom you have ſo generouſly ta- 
ken into your protection. 


Don Garcias proffter'd himſelf to go where ever 
ſhe pleasd to defire him, and receiv*d her com+ 
mands , with that earnelitneſs and alacrity , as a 
perſon newly fallen in Love, would do thoſe of 
the Beauty he was become an adorer of. She 
gave him ſich direCtions, as were neceflary ; he 
left her, upon engagement to make a ſpeedy re- 
curn, and ſhe immediately fell to ſuch lamenta- 
tions, as if ſhe had but newly begun. It was not 
an hour ere Don Garcias returi?d ; and upon his 
coming into the room, perceiving his fair Gueſt 
much alarm?d , as if ſhe had had a preſentment 


of the ill news he brought her : Madam, ſaid he 


to her , if you are Eugenia , Wife of Don Sancho, 
T have ſomewhat to tell you which wery much concerns 
you ; Eugenia zs not to be heard of, aud Don Sancho 
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in priſon, charg'd with the death of his Brother, Don 
Lewis. Don Sancho x mnoecent , ſaid ſhe, I am 
the unfortunate Eugenia , and Don Lewis vas rhe 
lewdeſt man in the world. 


Her tears , Which thereupon broke their way 
with too much violence, and her ſfobs admitting 
very little intermiſſion, ſitter*'d her not ro ſpeak 
any more ; and I think Don Garcias was not in 
the mean time a little troubled to compoſe him- 
ſelf to ſadneſs, and to expreſs how ſenſible he was - 
of her affliction. At laſt, as we find that violent 
things are ſeldom of long continuance, Eugema's 
grief admitted ſome moderation ; ſhe wip*'d her 
eyes and face, and went on with the diicourſe, 
which, 2s I faid, her tears and ſighs had inter- 
Tupted. © It amounts not to much, ſaid ſhe to him, 
© that you know the name and quality of the un- 
* fortunate Woman , you have in fo ſhort a time 
© fo highly oblig'd ; you may well expect ſhe 
© ſhonid acquaint you with the particulars of her 
* Life, and, by that confidence repo&d in you, 
* make ſome kind of acknowledgment of the ex- 
© traordinary obligation you have caſt on her. 
©I am come out of one of the beſt houſes in Vail- 
© laddlid. | was born to a great fortune, and Na- 
* ture hath been ſo indulgert to me, as to mat- 
* ter of Beauty , that, had I been proud of it , I 
© needed not to have fear'd the checks and cen- 
* {tres of any : The accompliſhments of my per- 
* ſon brought me more Gallants than the great- 
* neſs of my Eſtate ; and the reputation of both 
* together raid me Adorers in the moſt remote 
* Cities of Spain. Among thoſe who propos'd to 
* themſelves the felicity of my enjoyments, Dor 

Sancho, 
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© Sancho, and Dcn Lew, two Brothers,equal both 
* as to the goods of Fortune and Nature , were 
© the moſt remarkable , as well for the violence 
of their paſſion, as the emulation they expreſgd 
who ſhouid do me the moſt, and moſt confide- 
rable . tervices. My Friends countenanc'd the 
pretenſions of Dez Sancho, who was the elder of 
*the two, and my Inclinations were conſonant 
"to their choice, and diſÞogd me to a man turn'd 
* of forty years of age, who, by the mildneſs and 
* complance of his diſpoſition, and the extraor- 
* dinary care he took to pleaſe me, got a greater 
* Intereſt in my {ſoul , than won'd haply have 
* done a perſon whoſe age had been more ſita- 
* ble ro mine. The two Prothers, though the 
© had been Rivals, had nevertheleſs lived fo friend- 
*ly together as never to have any difference ; 
* and Der Sancho , upon his gaining of me , loſt - 
* not the friendſhip of his Brother Do Lewss. 
* Their Houſes joyrd together , or rather were 
* but one Houſe , ſince the common Wall that 
* ſeparated them, had a Door in it , which , by 
* joynt-conſent was not lock*d of either ſide. Dow 
* Lewts Was not ſhie, even before his Brother, to 
* make the ſame addrefles to me as he was nsd 
* to do whilſt he was his Rival ; and Don Sancho , 
* whoſe attection was heightned by his enjoy- 
* ment , and who lov'd me beyond his own Lite, 
* look?d on his Conrtſhips as the expreſſions of an 
* innocent gayneſs and ciwlity. He calPd me 
* himſelf his Brother's Miſtreſs , who for his part 
© palliated a real love with ſo mnch elnſion and 
* artifice, that I was not the only perfon deceived 
*init. In fine, having a while accuitonv'd him- 
* {If to entertain. me publickly with his paſſion, 
not 
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© not minding who were preſent, he came at laſt 
© to make ſome diſcoveries of it to me in private, 
«< with ſo much importunity, and fo little reipeCt, 
© that I was no longer to doubt of his unworthy 
© deligns upon me. Though I was but very 
< young, yet had 1 prudence enough to put him 
< off with ſuch Retorts, as whence he might have 
« taken occaſion to ler all things paſs as if he ill 
© oniy perſonated the paſſionate Lover. I took 
© in jeit whatever he ſaid to me ſeriouſly, and 
© though to my remembranc2 I never was more 
© angry than at thar time; yet I never c14 my 
© ſelf greater violence, to forbear doing any thing 
« inconſiſtent with the ordinary indiirerence of 
© my humour. This he was fo far from making 
< his advantage of, that it incen&d him ; and g1- 
© vin3 me a frightfull look , wherein his wick-d 
© intentions were but too viſible : ; No, no, Ma- 
© dam, ſaid he ro me, lam not ſo much a coun- 
« rerfair ſince I loſt you, as I was while I had yer 
© hopes to gain you :: and though your rigour be 
E great enough ſoon to free you from a Love and 
© Addreſſes which you think troubleſome, you 
© have ſo accuſtomed me to ſutter, that it will 
© be muci better done of you to---- Forhear ever 
© being alone with you , ſaid 1, mterrupting him. 
£ Upon which one of my Women, coming ito 
5 my Chamber , prevented Jim , from making 
© further diſcoveries of his inſolence , and me , 
* from expreſſing my reſentment thereof, as: high- 
C 8-4 as the occalion requir'd, and I found my feif 
* incliyd to do. I was very glad ſince, Irhad not 
* done it, upon this account of my Husband, and 
* was 1N hops that wicked Brother wou!d have af- 


* forded me leis of his love & more of lus eſteem ; 
but 
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f but he ſtiſl contimned both his prevarica- 
* tions before people, and his 1mportunities 
* in private. To elude his Tranſportations and 
© ſerious Addreſles, I put on the greateſt ſeverity 
£1 could, fo far as to threaten to give his Bro- 
* ther notice of 1s behaviour towards me : I 
* made uſe of all the ways I couid think on, to 
* make him ſenſible of his miſcarriage. I en- 
<treated, I wept, I promied to love him as a 
. Frother : but he wouid needs h#ve that place 
*1n my affetion which Lovers only pretend to. 
* In fine, ſometimes born with, ſometimes ſharp. 
* Iy rreated, and ftill no leſs amorous than ab- 
* horyd he would have made me tbe molt unfor. 
* tunate Woman in Spain, if my conſcience, which 
* could not upbraid me with any thirg , had nor 
* eſtabliſt®d and preſerv*d the tranquil lity of my 
* mind. Bur at laſt my vertue, which had ſtood 
© out the aflaults of fo dangerous an enemy, for- 
*ſook me; and I became a prey to one 1 little 
y ' thought of , becauſe I forſook 1t. The Court 
* Came to Vailladilid, and brought with it that 
* gallantry which makes Ladies that are vnac- 
© cuſtor'd. to it, entertain other thoughts than 
* they had before. There is ſomewhat more than 
* ordinary pleaſing in all new tnings ; our Ladies 
* tzonghr they ſaw ſomething in the Courrtiers 
© which they obſerv'd not in thoſe who amon9!t 
© us went for the greateſt Gallants; and the 
© Courtiers on the other ſide endeavourd to 
© pleaſe our Ladies, and to infimate into their fa- 
. vour, though they thought them little berter 
* than certain Conqueſts. Among the Gallants 
© that follow*d the Court,in hopes of ſome prefer- 
* ment in time for their attendance; a Portnguez., 
© Named 
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© nam2d Andrado, was much taken notice of, for 
© the ſharpneſs of his wit, the gracefulneſs of his 
- perſon and countenance, and more particularly 
* for the greatneſs of his expences, a charm that 
* hath a {range power upon unexperienc'd La- 
* dies, who meaſure the excellency of the ſoul, 
x - by the magnificence of a mans retinue and his 
" Cloaths. Wealth he had not nyuch, bur Gaming 
* brought that, which was haply ſuperfluous with 
* others, to further his Accommodations ; and 
" the advantages he made of it were {> conſidera- 
© ble, that he liv'd at as high a rate as the richeſt 
"and moſt ſumptuous about the Court. I was fo 
| - Unha PPpy as to be thought worth his liking, and 
* When, through my own vanity and his court- 
ſhip, 1 was perſwaded that he was taken with 
| fomething in me, I rhonght my ſelf the happieſt 
* woman of my quality in the world. I ſhonid 
ind it no ſmall difficulty to expreſs what artifi- 
*ces he had to force himſelf into a womans af- 
* fetions, and anſ{wverably thereto, what an ex- 
 Ceſlive fove I had for him. That Husband , 
* whom not long before-I thought ſo kind , ſo 
dear, and ſo worthy my reſpedts, was grown, 
*in mv apprehenſion, as deſpicable, as odious. 
7Þ 'or Don Lews | had a greater averſion than e- 
EE nothing pleagd m2 but Andraao ; I could 
"lo: 'E no man but him, and where-ever I came 
*and had not the fight of him, I aſtoniſf'd all 
- people with my diſtractions and diſquiets. Nor 
* was A::dradys attettion to me leſs violent. His 
- predominant paſſion of Gaming gave way to 
" that of his Love; his preſents "Tain'd my Wo- 
* men, his Letters and Sonnets took me infinite- 
*ly, and the Muſick he was ſomewhat over-pro- 
* digal 
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* digal of, gave all the Husbands that liv'd in my 
* ſtreet occaſion to be thinking. In fine, he char- 
* ged me ſo home, or I made ſuch weak reſs 
* {tance, that I was wholly at his devotion. I pro- 
* mid him all he could deſire, infomuch thar all 
* the trouble we were at, was about the place 
* and the time. My Husband was to make one” 
*at a Hunting-match, which was to have kept 
* him 1n the Conntry for ſeveral days together. 
* I ſent notice of it to my dear Portuguez, and we 
- appointed the execution of our amorous deſigns 

* to be the very night after my Husbana's going 

* out of Town, I was, at a certain hour agreed 
* on between us, to leave the back-door of our 
* Garden open, and , nnder pretence of paſling 
* away ſome part of the night there, by rea- 
* ſon of the extraordinary heat, to fer up a field- 
* bedina little wainſcor Bower, open of all ſides, 
*and ſurrounded with Orange-tr ces and Jefle- 
* mine. In fine, my Husband left Vailadil:d in 
the morning : bur from thar to night ſeenvd to 
* me the longeſt day of my life. Night came ar 
© laſt, and my Women having ſet up a bed inthe 
"0 zarden, I pretended before them an extraordi- 
*naty ſleepineſs , fo thatas ſoon as they had un- 

* drel8d me, I bid them go to their beds, one 
_ only excepted who was privy to my deſign. I 

* was hardly got into bed, and the ma: 'd chat 

* ſtaid with me, whole name was 2farina , had 
* but lock*d thar door of the Garden which came 
* from the houſe, and open'd the back-door ; 
© when my Women came in all haſte ro tell me 
* that my Husband was returned. I had bur fo 

* much time as to get that door lock'd , which I 

* had cans'd to be oped ro let in Andr ads. My 
© Husband 


c 
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© Husband came to me with his ordinary careſles; 
*and I leave it to you to imagine how I enter- 
*taid them. He told me the occaſion of his ſo 
*ſoſudden return, was, that the Gentleman who 
* had invited him to Hunting, had been thrown 
© by his Horſe and broke a Leg ; and having ad- 
*ded to that an account of what elſe had hap- 
* pened that day, he commended my ingenuity 
* in making choice of a place to avoid the incon- 
© vemiences of the heat, and would needs paſs 
* away the night with me. He immediately pur 
© off his cloaths and came into bed to me. All I 
* could do was to put on the beſt countenance I 


* could, and to ſmother the trouble I was in at - 


© his return, and to afſure him, by ſome forc'd 
*careſles of mine, that I was not inſenſible of his. 
© Andrado, in the mean time, came according to 
* the appointment, and finding that door lock'd 
* which he ſhould have found open, he with the 
* aſfiſtance of his Lacquey made a ſhift to get 
* over the Garden-wall, with hopes , notwith- 
* {tanding that obſtacle, to paſs away the might 
*with me. He hath avow'd to me fince, that 
*his ingaging himſelf in fo preſumptuous and 
*dangerous a deſign proceeded meerly from a 
* motive of jealonſie, as being in a manner con- 
* fident, that ſome Rival, more in my favour 
* than himſeIf, was admitted to thoſe enjoyments 
* which he had been put into hopes of. The ima- 
* gination he had, that haply I had pur a trick 
* upon him; put him into ſach a fury, that he 
* was fully reſolvd to be even with me in caſe 
* what he ſuſpected ſhould prove true , and to 
© exerciſe the greateſt revenge he could think of; 


© upon the Gallant he ſhould find polle(&d of the 
© place 
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* place he had promisd himſelf. He made his ap- 
* proaches to the Bower where we were a-bed, 
* with as little noiſe as he could. It was a clear 
* Moon-ſhine night, ſo that I both perceiv'd him 
* coming in, and knew him. He faw I was 
* frightned, and obſerved the ſigns I made to 
* him to withdraw. He could not of a ſudden 
* diſcern whether the perſon who lay by me was 
* my Husband or ſome other ; bur perceiving in 
* my countenance no leſs aſtoniſhment, than con- 
* fiiſton and ſhame, and finding upon the Table 
* the Cloaths and Plume of Feathers, which he 
© had feen my Husband in, that morning, he 
* was fatisfd it could be no other than Dew Saw 
* cho who was a-bed with me, and further con- 
* firyyd in that belief, by finding him ſleeping 
* more ſecurely than a Gallant could have done, 
* had any been in his place. However he would 
*needs come to that ſide of the bed which I lay 
* on, and giv2 me a kifs, which I durſt not deny 
; him for fear of awaking my Husband. He for- 
* bore putring me into any further fright , bur 
* went away, lifting up his eyes, ſhtinking up his 
* ſhoulders, and doing ſich actions as betray*d 
* the regret he conceiv*d at his being ſo unhappily 
: diſappointed, and immediately got out of the 
* Garden with the ſame facility as be had got in- 
*to 1k. 
© The next morning berimes, I receiv'd a Let- 
*ter from him, the moſt paſſionate I had EVer 
(read, and an excellent Paper of Veries upon ti 


* eyranny of Husbands. He had ſpent 1n COMEo- 


*\ing them the remainder of the might after he, 
* had left me ; and for the whole day after I had 
'Tecerv*d them [did nothing almoſt but FEAQY them 
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* over and over, when I could do it without any 
© bodies obſerving it : nay, ſo far were we either 
© of us from reflecting on the danger we had been 
© in, that our thoughts were buſted to contrive 
* how we might run into the fame hazard again, 
* And for my part, though I. had not of my ſelf 
© been ſufficiently incliwd to grant him any thing 
© he defir'd of me, nor lov'd Andrado ſo much as 
©T did, or had not yielded my ſelf up to the 
* charms of his Letters ; yet could I not have 
* withſtood the perſwaſions of my Woman, who 
© perpetually ſollicited me on his behalf. She re- 
© proach*d me, that, ſince I had fo little confi- 
* dence, it argwd1 had bur little Love for Andra- 
© do, and entertaind me with ſtories of the paſ- 
* ſton he had for me, with no leſs earneſtneſs than 
*ifſhe had been to repreſent to ſome Gallant of 
© her own what ſhe her ſelf had for him. I under- 
* ſtood by that carriage of hers, that ſhe was as 
© perfect as needed in the part ſhe was to act, 
* and withal of what importance 1t was to be 
© careful in the choice of fuch perſons as are plac'd 
* about thoſe of my age and quality. But I had 
* reſolved to ruin my ſelf; and if ſhe had been 
© more virtuous than ſhe was, I ſhould not have 
* truſted her ſo far. In fine, ſhe got me to con- 
* ſent, that ſhe ſhould receive Andrado into a 
* Wardrobe adjoining to my Chamber where ſhe 
© lay alone: and we had ordered things ſo , as 
* that as ſoon as my Husband were fallen aſleep , 
* ſhe ſhould go into my bed to ſupply my place, 
* while I paſgd away the night with Andrado. He 
* was accordingly hid in my Wardrobe, my Hus- 
© band fell aſleep, and I was preparing my elf to 


* £0 to him, with the earneſtneſs uſual in perſons 
C * ' 
* who 
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* who are violent in their defires, yet have much 
© to fear; when a horrid confuſion of Voices dole- 
* fully crying out fire, fire, ſtruck my ear, an.l 
* awakened my Husband ; and immediately my 
© Chamber was full of ſmoak, and looking to- 
* wards the WindoW, me-thought the Air was all 
©ina flame. A Negro wench that belong*d to 
© the Kitchin had in her drink ſer the Houle on 
* fire, and being fallen aſleep it was not per- 


© ceiv'd, till rhar, having made its way to ſome 


* dry Wood, arid thence faſtening on certain Sta- 


© bles, it began to break rhrough rhe flobr of my 


* Lodging. My Husband was a Man very mnch 
© beloved. Of a ſudden, the: Houſe was full of 
© Neighbours, who came to do what good they 
* could. My Brother-in-law, Doz Lews, whom 
* the common danger made more diligent than 
* any other, came immediately in to out affiftance 
* with all his people, and ammated by his pai- 


© fion, makes a fſhiſt tro come to my Chamber , 


*even through the flames: which had already 


© taken hold of the Stair-caſe. He had made fach 


© haſte that he had nothing about him but his 
* Night-gown, which having wrapped me in, he 
* took me up in his Arms, rather dead than i- 
* ving ; but more out of a Reflection on the dan- 
* ger Andrado was exposg'd to, thart what I was jn 
* my ſelf, carried me to his own Houte*througit 
* the door that was common between ns, and 
* having put me into his own Bed, lett me with 
* ſome of my Women to keep me company. In 
* the mean time, my Husband , with cheir aili- 
* ſtance, who concerrd themſelves in the acc:- 
* dent happened to us, order'd things fo wel: , 
* that the fire was extingutfhed after it had done 
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- much miſchief. Andrado found it no hard matr- 
* ter to make his eſcape amidit the confuſion and 
* thronging of thoſe who were Come either to help 
*Us, or to ſteal ; and you may imagine to your 
4 ſelf how joytiilly I rccer *d tat good news from 
* Marina, H2 writ to me the next day {ome 


* things that were infinitely ingemious ard hand-. 


s _ lome, upon tie ſtrangeneſs of our diſappoint- 
* ment, Which I an:wered as 1 couid, and: io we 
© alleviated, by mutual Letters, the trouble we 

© both equally conceiv*d, not to ſee one ano- 
* ther. 

© The miſchief which the fire had done, being 
© 1n ſome mealire repair'd, ſo that 1t was thought 
© fit I ſhouid remove from Don Lewes Lodgings 

*to my own; 1t prov'd no hard matter for 47 

* drado to gain my conſent to try the ſame way 

© once more, as being confident it would then 

* rave t2ken 1ts ctieCt , if by ſo an extraordinary 

* an accident it had not been prevented. Bur 1t 

*ſo happer?d, that that very night wherein we 

: — had appointed to recover what fuch unforeſeen 

emergencies had depriv*d us of, a Gentleman 

* of my Husbands acquaintance, bein g in ſome 
© trouble about a Duel he had been ergagd in, 

* and thinking himſelf not fafe at an Ambaliador? : 

* wh ere he had taken refuge, was forCd to be- 

hink him of ſome piace where he might be 1n 

© lets danger of falling into the hands of Juſtice. 

* My Husband brought him ſecretly to our Houfe, 

*and commandcd the Keys to be carried up to 

* his own Chamber after he had causd the doors 

* to be lock*d in his preſence, for fear ſome trea- 

* ChErous or Careieſs Servart might prove the oC- 

* caſion of his Friend's diſcovery. 

* This 
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© This order, whereat I was both ſurpriz'd and 
© extreamly troubled, was but juſt put in execu- 
© tion, When Andrado gave the ſignal agreed on 
© between him and Marma, to let her know he 
© waited in the {ſtreer for admifſion. She, much 
© at a loſs what to do with him, made a fhitt to 
* ſignifie to him that he ſhould tay a little. We 
* conſilted together , ſhe and I , and not finding 
© any poſlibility to get him into the Ftouſe ar the 
© door, ſhe went to the window, and ſpeaking as 
© low as that he cou'd bur hear her, acquainted 
© him with the new obitacle that had int. rver?d , 
*and propogd it to him, as the beit expedient 
© ſhe could think on, to expect till all were a-bed, 
© and then to get in at a little window in the Kit- 
© chin, which ſhe would open for him. Andrade, 
© to ſatisfie his love, thought nothing too hazar- 
© dous to attempt. My Husband faw his Friend 
© a-bed, and upon my pcriwaſion went 1n very 
* good time to his own ; all the Servants did the 
© like, and Marina, when ſhe thought all out of 
© the way, ſetopen the little window for Andrade; 
© who immediately got half way in ; but with {o 
© little care, and ſo unfortunately to himſelf, that 
© after much ſtriving, which rather hindred than 
© furthered his getting in, he was fo lock*d in a- 
© bout the middle between the Iron bars of the 
© window, that he could get neith:r forwards nor 
© backwards. His man, who ſtood all the while 
© in the Street, could do him no ſervice ; Marina 
© from the place ſhe ſtood in as little, withour 
* the help of ſome other perſon. She went and 
© got out of her Bed one of the Maids whom ſhe 
© was very intimate with, telling her, that being 
© to receive a kindneſs that night from a Sweet- 
L 2 heart 
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© heart ofhers, one ſhe loved very well, and was 
' ſhortly to be married to, ſhe had endeavour'd 
*to get him in at the Kitchin window, and thar 
© he had faſter'd himſelf between two Bars ſo 
ſtrangely, that it was impoſſible to get him out 
* without either filing them off, or removing 
' them out of their places. She defir'd her to 
* come and help her, which the other was ſoon 
- perſiwaded to; but wanting a Hammer or ſome 
© other Iron-tool fir for ſich a purpoſe, the aſliſt- 
© ance of thoſe two Maids had done Arndrado but 
© little good, if he had not himſelf bethought him 
* of his Dagger, which they made uſe of to effec- 
© tually, that, after abundance of pains, the bars 
* were got looſe out of the wall, and the bold 
- advent! 1rer put out of the fear he was in of be- 
*ing found ſo ſhamefully faſtewd in a place, 
© where, to eſcape beſt, he could have been Jook*d 
© on no otherwiſe than as a Breaker of Houſes. 
© This could not be done with ſo little noiſe, but 
© that ſome of our Servants over-heard it, and 
* thereupon were looking into the ſtreet, when 
© Andrado , carrying along with him that piece 
* of the Grate into which his Body bad entred 
* with ſome violence, was running away as faſt 
* as he could, follow*d by his man. The Neigh- 
© bours, and our people cry*d out, Thieves, and 
*1t was taken for granted, that it was only ſome 
* Rogues that would have broken into Don San- 
* cho's Houſe where they perceiv'd the Grate bro- 
© ken. Andrado in the mean time being come to 
* his Lodging, was forc'd to get the Iron grate 
* which he had carried away about lim, filed oft; 
© he and his man, with all their ſtriving and en- 
* deavours, being not able otherwiſe toſhift him 
* of that troubleſome girdle, * This 
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© This third accident put him out of hnmour 
* extremely, as I have underitood ſince : bur for 
* my part, I entertauvd it otherwiſe, and while 
© Marma, almoſt frighted out of her little wits , 
* gave me the relation of it , I thought I ſhould 
* have burſt with Laughing. Yer upon fecond 
* thoughts could I not be leſs troubled than An- 
* drado was, at the ill ſucceſs of our enterpriſes : 
© but fo far were our deſires from being cooPd” 
* thereby, that they grew the more violent, and 
* permitted us not to delay the ſatisfaction 
* thereof, any longer than to the next day after 
© this pleaſant and unhappy adventure. My Hus- 
* band was gone into the City, to compoſe the 
* attairs of his Friend about the Duel), and, in all 
© likelihood, to have been-employ'd the remain- 
« der of that day. I ſent Marina to Andrado's 
* Lodging; which was not far from my Houſe.” 
* ohe found him a-bed, having not yet o'recome 
* the wearineſs of his night-adventure, and ſo dit-' 
* couragd at the diſappointments of his fove , 
* that Marina was not a little troubled to ce, with 
* what inditference he entertauvd my furtherance 
© of my deſires, and the little impatience he ex- 
* preſ&d to come to me ; though ſhe ſufhciently 
* repreſented to him the opportunity which then 
© repreſented it ſelf, and-was not to be flighted. 
* Ar laſt, after much'perſivaſion and many remon- 
*ſtrances he came to me, and I received him with 
* that excels of joy and arisfaction, a perſon ab- 
* ſolutely ar the command of her paſſion could be 
* guilty of I was fo blinded therewith, that I 


© obſerv?d not ſo much as Marin with what cold- 
* neſs he took my kindnetiles, though It were bur 
* too too remarkable. 


At laſt the importunity of 
L 3 my 
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* my careſles ford from him ſome diſcoveries of 
© his. Our murtua, joy was grown to that height, 
* as not to be expr=1fd otherwiſe than by our fi- 
© lence; and the very thought of what we both de- 
*ſu*d with equal carneitneſs , had rais'd in me a 
© baſhfaineſs which made me avoid the looks of 
* Andrado,and might have gwen him a confidence 
* to do what he plea'ed with me, when Marma, 
* who was gone out of the room, as well to ſtand 
© Sentinel without, as to leave us to the privacy 
* of our enjoyments , comes in with a ſudden 
© alarm that my Husband was in the Houſe. She 
* dragged Andrado, rathey dead than living, into 
© my wardrob-, as being, upon a ſidden reflec- 
© tion on the precedent dangers he had ſo narrow- 
© ly eſcaped, ar a gr-at-r loſs than I was who 
© had more reaſon to be frightz2d. My Husband 
* had ſome buſinets to put his Servants upon, be- 
* fore he came up into my Chamber. The time 
* that took him up below atforded me the leiſure 
© to put my ſelf into order, while Marma was bu- 
© fied in emptying a great trunk-to make a lodg- 
*ing for Andrado, She had hardly lock*d it by 
© that time my Husband was come into my Cham- 
* ber, who, having onely kiſled me at his coming 
*in, Without making any ſtay with me , went 
© {trait into my wardrobe, and lighting on a Play- 
© book there, fate down and fell a reading, He 
© pitch*d upon ſome paliage he thought pleaſant, 
* and conſequently would have kept him reading 
*a long time ( for he was very Bookifh ) if, by 
© the advice of Marina, I had not gone into the 
* wardrobe, and, ob:iging him to lay aſide his 
* Book, brought him thence into, my own Cham- 


* ber, My misfortune was not at an end wp 
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* this ; Dor Sancho taking notice of my being me- 
© lancholy and troubled in mind, as indeed I had 
.© reaſon to be, endeavour®d to put me into a het- 
* ter hnmour by th2 mo,t divertive diſcourſ-s he 
* could think on. He never made it ſo earneitly 
© his buſineſs to pleaſe me , and never diſpleasd 
© me more, nor Was more burthenſome to me. I 
* entreated him to leave my Chamber, preterding 
* an extraordinary inclination to ſlzep: but he, on 
© the other ſide, out of an exceſſive deſire ro ſee 
© me out of the ſadneſs he thought me burtherrd 
* with, kept me.company, much againſt my will, 
© long-r than I couid have wiſhed ; and thovgh 
* he wzre naturally a p-rſon the moſt cqmplarant 
* of any in the World, I tkought him ſo importu- 
*naf2 then, that I was ford to hunt him our of 
* the room. He would, out of his kindngſs, have 
© returrPd into my wardrobe, that he might þe 
* nzar me, but, upon ſome private reaſon I gave 
* him why it was not convenient, he was perſiva- 
*ded to go to his Chamber. As ſoon as I had 
* locked my door, I ran to my Wardrobe to de- 
© liver 2drado out of his cloſe impriionment. Ma- 
*rm1a made all the haite ſhe' conid to open the 
* trunk, and was little better than dead, as well 
*as my ſelf; when we found him in a manner 
© breathleſs, not diſcovering either by puiſe or 
{ ſtirring, any ſign, whence we might think he 
© was alive. Do but imagine what a terrible loſs 
*I muſt be at, and whar I conld bethink my ſelf 
*todo in ſich an extremity : I did as women do 
* in ſuch occvrrences ; I wept, Itore my hair, I 
* grew deſperat-, ard I think I ſhonld not have 
* wanted coiirz7e enongh to run Andrado's d2g- 
* ger into My preait, ii tae greatnets of my attlic. 
| L 4. © tion 
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_ tion had not reduc'd me to ſuch. weakneſs as, 
that I was for&d_.to lay my ſelf down on Mari- 


* nas bed. She for. her part, thoiigh troubled 


- as much as any could be, had a greater.com-, 
* mand of her Judgment in our common misfor- . 


* tune, and endeavour to find out thoſe reme- 
* dies, Which , weak as I was, I ſhould never 


© have made uſe of, though I ſhould have kept ſo. 


* mich diſcretion abont we as to do it. She told 


* me, that Andrado might onely be in a ſound, 
* and that a Chyrurgeon, either by letting him | 
* bloud, or ſome other way, might recover him 


*1into the life he ſeenvd to have loſt. I looked on 


* her without making any anſwer, my grief ha- 


- ving reduc*d me to ſenſleſneſs and ſtupidity. Ma- 
* ra loſt no more time in conſulting me any fur- 


_ ther; the went to put in execution what ſhe had. 


© propos *d to me; but as ſhe opened the door to 
* get out, who ſhould meet her but my Brother- 


in-law Don Lews, coming, after he had look'd. 
* for me in my Chamber, to the Wardrobe, where 


* he concluded I muſt be, having been told by my 


* hnasband that I was in no good humour. This 
* ſecond misfortune we thought more terrible 


* than the former. Had not Andrado's body been 
* expo&#d to his ſight, as it unhappily was, there 
* needed no more than the confuſion and aſtomſh- 
* ment waich he might have obſerv'd in our Coun-, 


— FENAanCes, to raiſe in him a ſuſpicion that we, 


* were upon ſome ſtrange defign, which no doubt 


© but he would have diſcoverd, as one that con- 


* cerd himſelf nuich in my actions, not only as 


* a Brother-in-law, but alſo as a Lover. Unavoid- 
* able therefore it was that I ſhould caſt my ſelf at 


* the feer of a perſon, whomI had fo often ſeen 
© proſtrate 
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* proſtrate at my own ; and that, deriving a con- 
* ftidence from the attection he had for me, and 
* that generoſity which ought to be inſeparable 
*from the quality of a Gentleman , recommend 
© to his abſolute diſpoſal what was deareſt to me. 
* He did what he could to raife me up; bur I, on 
* the other ſide, refolv*d not to {tir off my knees, 
* with all-fincerity, as well as my tears and ſobs 
* would give me leave, gave him an account of 
© the.cruel accident that had betallen me, where- 
© at I doubtnor bur in his ſoul he conceivd an EX= 
* traordinary ſatisfaction. Don Lewzs, ſaid I to 
* him, 1 do not implore thy generolity to prolong 
* my lite for ſome few days; no, my misfortunes 
©render it ſo contemptible to me, that I ſhould 
* not want the courage to be my executioner , 
*did'T not fear my deſpair would caſt ſome ble- 
* miſh on my honour , from which that of Dez 
* Sancho, nay indeed, his life , are haply inſepa- 
* rable. * Thou mayit haply think the diſtains 1 
© have had for thee, were the effects of my aver- 
, fon rather than my vertne ; thou mayſt rejoyce 
© at my diſgrace, nay haply make it contribute 
* to thy revenge: but wilt thou have the preſump- 
*rton to impute the crime to me Which thou 
* wouldit have taught me, or wilt thou be {o un- 
* grateful as not to expreſs Some indulgence to- 
* wards one that hath had ſo much for thee'? Dor 
* Lewis not ſuffering me to proceed any firther, 
* You ſee, Madam, ſaid he to ne, how jult Heaven 
*.1s in puniſhing you, for having been fo indiſcreer 
*m'the choice of what you ſhould have loved and 
© what you onght to hate : bur I have nothing to 
© loſe, as being to make it appear, by my freeing 


* you ontof the preſent trouble you are in, thar 
« VO! 
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© you have not a better friznd in the worid than 
© Don Lewis. He thereupon left me, and retuens 
© preiently again, with two Porters, whom he 
© had ſent one of his Servants for. Maria and I 
© in the interim had made a ſhift ro get Andrad/s 
© bodv into the Trunk again : Don Lewis himſelf 
© help*d the two fellows to get it on their ſhoul- 
© ders between them, and cauvd it to be carried 
*to a fricnd of his, whom he acquainted with the 
* adventur2, having already made him privy to 
* the iove he had for me. 
* Having, as foon as it was brought in, taken 
* Andradys body out of the Trunk, Dm Lewis 
*caus&'d it to be laid all along upon a Table, and 
* as they were pulling of his cioaths, feeling his 
© pulſe, and laying his hand upon that part of the 
* body where the beating of the heart is felt, he 
* found him to be not quite dead. Wirh all expe- 
© dition a Chyrurgeon was ſent for, wire in the 
* mean time they put him into bed, and ug d all 
* the means they cou:id think on to bring him to 
* life. Ar laſt, he came to himſelf; he was let 
*bloud ; a Lacquey was left to wait on him ; and 
© the room was clear'd, that ſo nature and reſt 
- Might perfect what art and induſtry had be- 
F gun. 
*You may well imagine what aſtoniſhment 
© Andrado was in, when after this long Trance, 
© he found himſelf in a bed, not able to call any 
© thing to mind but the fear he had been in, and 
* that he had been put into a Trunk, not knowing 
© where he was, nor what he had either to hope 
© or fear. He was in this terrible diitraction when 
© he heard the Chamber door open, and after the 
* curtains were drawn, by the light of the age 
that 
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© that had been Lrought in, percervd Don Lewis, 
* whom he knew to be my Brother-in-law, and 
© who having taken a Chair ſpoke to him in theſe 
© terms : Do you know me, Seignior Andrade ? 
© {aid be to him, And do you not withal know I 
© am Brother to Don Sancho ? | do indeed know 
* you, repl?d Andrado, and withal to be Brother 
*to Don Sancho. And have you any rcemem- 
© brance, ſays Don Lewis, of what happer'd to you 
* this day at his houſe ? But whether you do or 
* no, continwd he, allure your ſelf, that if ever I 
© hear of any further deſigns you have upon my 
© Siſter, or are ſo much as ſeen in the ſtreet where 
© ſhe lives, I ſhall be indebted to you a miſchief, 
© and will be ſire to pay it, notwithſtanding all 
* your caution ; and know , you had been ere 
* this among your acquaintances in the other 
* World, had I not too much pity and compliance 
* for an impudent and unfortunate Woman, who 
© hath repos'd this confidence in me ; and were 
* not afſured, that the criminal deſigns you have 
* laid together againſt my Brother's honour, had 
* not their effect. I adviſe you therefore to change 
© your lodging, and flatter not your ſelf with 
* any hope you can elude my reſentment, if you 
* perform not the promiſe I expect you ſhould 
* make me todo it. Andrado wou'd giadiy have 
© engag*d himſelf to much more. He mzde the 
* moſt unworthy ſubmiſſions ro him he could 
*think on; and acknowledged he ought him a 
* life which it was in his power to have taken a» 
* way from him. His weakneſs was ſich as might 
* well confine him to his Bed ; bur the cruel fear 
* he had been in, fſirengthned him to get up. He 
* thereupon conceiy'd an averſion for me, prowns 

| than 
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© than the love he had ſometimes born me, inſo- 
k - much, that it was a horrour to him but to hear 
* me named; *'T was in the mean time no {inall. 
* trouble; to know what was become of him, yer 
* had not the confidence-to make any enquiry af- 
* ter him of Don Lewis, nor indeed to look with 
* any afſurance upon him. - I ſent AMarma to An- 
© dradys Lodging, whither ſhe came, not long af- 
* ter he had got thither himſelf, and while he was 
* packing up his things to be gone to a lodging 
© he had taken in another quarter of the City. As 
© ſoon as ever he ſaw her, he told her that if ſhe 
© had any meſlage from me, ſhe might carry it 
© to ſome body elſe, and having given her a ſhort 
* account of what had paſ9d between him and 
© Don: Lewwis, he closd his relation with this cha- 
* racter of me,. that I was the moſt ungrateful , 
* and moſt perfidious woman 1in the world ; that 
© he look*d on me no otherwiſe than as one that 
© had plotted his ruin, and that I ſhonld no 
* more think of him, than as if I had never r {cen 
© him. 
© With theſe words he diſmiſ&d "9 : buc 
* notwithſtanding the aſtoniſhment ſhe was in at 
\ ſuch a ſharp entertainment , ſhe had the wit to 
* follow him at a diitance, and to obſerve the 
Place where his things were carried, and by that 
* means diſcoverd the new lodging he had taken. 
© The trouble it was to me'to be Charg*d with an 
* act of maliceI was no way guilty of, and to be 
© hated by a perſon I lov'd fo well, and for whoſe 
© ſikeI had hazarded my life and my honour, fuf- 
* ferd me not to give way to all the joy which 
* I ſhould have conceiv'd at his being our of dan- 
© ger. I fell into a deep melancholy, which ſoon 
7 * turd 
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*rurr'd to a ſickneſs, and thar being ſuch as the 


© Phyſitians could not well -give any account of, 
* my husband was extreamly troubled thereat. 
© To heighten my misfortune, Don Lewis began 
© to preſs, and make his advantages of the extra- 
* ordinary ſervice he had done me, inceflantly im- 
* portuning me to grant him that which I was 
© content Andrado ſhould have had, and reproach- 
*1ng me with the love I had for my Gallant,when 
© ever I repreſented to him the duty I ought a 
© Husband, and what he ought a Brother. Thus, 

© hated by what 1 lovd, loved by what I hated; 
* depriv*d of the ſight of £4ndrado, too often rrou- 
* bled with that of Don Lew:s, and tormented with 
* perpetual reflections on my ingratitude to the 
© beſt Husband in the world, who thought no- 
© thing too much to pleaſe me , and was more 
* troubled at my indiſpoſition than I was my ſelf, 
* when, had he known the truth, he might juſtly 
* have taken away my life ; inceſſantly baited 
* with the unſipportable remonſtrances of my 
© conſcience, and rack*d between the rwo mott 
* contrary paſſions, Love and Hatred ; I kept 
* my bed for two months, expecting death with 
* gladneſs : but it was Heaverrs pleaſure to re- 
* ſerve me to greater misfortunes. The ſtrength 
* of my age, much againſt my will, overcame 
* and diſpÞelPd the ſadneſs which I thought onty 
* death conld have put a period to. - I recover*! 
* my health, and Don Lewss rencw*d his pcrfecu- 
© tions with greater infolence than beforco. I had 
* given my women order, and particularly 13- 

*r9a, that they ſhould never leave me alone with 
« him. Being enrag*d at that obitacle, and wea- 
* ried out with my perpetual reſiſtances, he re- 
* (Olval 
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© folv'd to obtain, by the moſt horrid piece of 
© treachery, that ever came into the mind of a 
© perſon conſummateiy wicked, what I had de- 
* ned him with ſo much conſtancy. 

© I have already told you that between his 
© houſe and ours there was a door, ſeldom lock*d 
© of either tide. Having ſet a night wherein he 
© thought to put his damnable deſign in execu- 
© tion, ard ſtaying t11 all, as well at our houſe 
*as his, Wcr2 abed, he comes in at the door; 
© operrvd that of our houſe winch was to the ſtreet, 
© and going to our Stable let looſe all the horſes, 
© whereof rhcre was a conſiderable number, and 
* drove them into the Court, wherice they got 


© into the itreet. The noiie they made ſoon a- ' 


© wakerrd thoſe who had the Care of them, and 
* their buſthng abour the houſe awakened my 
© husband. He was a great lover of Horſes ; and 
© had no ſooner heard that his own wcre gotten 
* into the i{treets, but putting on his Night-gown, 
© he runs out after them, very much incensd ar 
© his Grooms, and the Forter for being 1o care. 
© leſs as not to make fait the great Gate. Dor 
* Law's, who had hid himſeifin the room next my 
* chamber, and had ſcen my husband when he 
* went out, flipp*d down into the court ſome 
* time after him, and having made fait the ſtreer 
* door, and expected ſome littie while ro avoid 
* my ſuſpicion had he come immediately upon 
* me, he came at laſt and laid himſelf down by 
* me, acting the part of my husband m every 
* thing ſo well, thar it is not much to be wondred 
©at if I were miſtaken in him. He ſtanding 1o 
* long in his ſhirt had made him very co!d ; fo 


« thar as ke came into bed : Good Lord ſweet- 
© heart, 
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© heart, ſaid I to him, how cold you are: How 
* can I be otherwiſe, replfd be, counterfeiting bis 
* voice; *r:'s cold itarding in the ſtreets. And for 
© your hories, /aid I, are they taken ? My people 
* are gone aft=r rhem, replPd he. And thereupon 
*coming c'oſe to me, as it were to warm him- 


*felf; amidit his embraces and kindnelies he had 


© his deſi Ign upon me, and diſhonord his Prother. 
© That Heaven was pi-a&gd to permit it, might 
© haply be,tiat I ſhouid be a future initrument to 
- purzſh lo enormous a crime, that my honour 
- might be re-2:tabliſh*d by my ſelf, and MY 1N-= 
© nocence publickly acknowledg?d. 
* Having done what he came for, he preterded 
* to be much troubled abour his horſes; he got up 
* from me, went and oper'd the ſtreet door, and 
withdrew to his own lodgings : not a little cle- 
vated ar the crime he had committed, and hug- 
ging himſclf hap!y in the reflection of what was 
to | rove the occaſion of his ruin. My husband 
comes in -reſently after, and having caſt him- 
*ſelf irto bed, turd to me, frozen, as he was, 
* and ob.1g%d me by careſles, "which 1 thought ex- 
| fraordinary, to beg of him, that he would let 
* me flzep. He thought it very ſtrange; I won- 


i 
o 
« 
Cc 
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*dred much he ſhou'd; and thereupon made no | 


* further doubt of my being betray'd. The very 


| thought of it would not ſuffer me to c!oſe my 


* eyes till it was day. I got up much earlier than 
*I was usd to do.. I went to Maſs, and there 
© met with Don Lewis drefg#d as if he had been for 
* ſome extraordinary entertainment, with a coun- 
© tenarc2 as cheartil as mine was ſad and deject- 
*ed He prcofented me with holy Water ; I re- 


© cely'd it With much indifference at his hands , 
« which 


LR 
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* which he obſerving, and looking on me with a 
© malicious ſmile ; Good Lord, Madam , {aid he, 
* how cold you are ? At theſe words, being the 
*ſame I had ſaid to him, and enough to fſarisfie 
*me who was the Author of my misfortune, I 
* grew pale, and immediately bluſh*d, upon 
* thought that I had grown pale. He might have 
* obſery'd in my Eyes, and by the diſorder into 
* which thoſe words. had put me, how highly I 
* was offended at his infolence. I went away 
© without ſo much as looking on him. What di- 
* ſtractions I was in all Maſs-time, you may eaſ}- 
*ly imagine ; as alſo how intinitely my husband 
© mult needs be troubled, when he obſerv*d that 
* all dinner time, and all day after, I minded nor 
© what was faid or done, and could not forbear 
* ſighing and diſcovering the diſturbance of my 
* mind, though I endeavoured all I could to ſmo- 
* therit. I withdrew to my chamber tooner than 
*I was ug&d to do, pretending to be ſomewhat in- 
* diſpos'd,. I bethought my ſelf of a hundred ſe- 
* veral ways to be reveng'd ; but at laſt my fury 
*{uggeſted one to me whichlI fix*d upon. When 
* bed-time was come, I went to bed at the ſame 
* rime with my Husband. I pretended to be aſleep, 
' © to oblige him to do the like ; and finding him 
* faſt enough, and confident all the ſervants were 
*no leſs, I got up, took his dagger, and ( beſot- 
* ted and blinded as I was by my paſlion) it proved 
* nevertheleſs ſo ſure a guide to me, that through 
* the ſame door, and by the ſame way that my 
* enemy got into my bed, I got to the tide of his. 
* My fury, though violent, made me nor do any 
: king precipitately ; with the hand I had tree | 


* felt for his heart, and when by the bearing | 


© theroot 


. 


m_ 


}f ] 


Nov. 3s The Thnocent Adultery. I5F5 


* thereof I had diſcover'd it, the fear of miſ- 
* fing my blow made not that hand to tremble 
* which held the Dagger; bur, with all the cir- 
* cumſpection imaginable, I thruſt it twice into 
© the heart of the dereſtable Dow Lewis, and to 

* puni{ſ”d him with a gentler death than he had 
© deſerved. And doubting thoſe two might not do 
* my work, I gave him five or fix ſtabs more, and 
* fo return'd to my Chamber, with a tranquility : 
* whence I inter d my ſelf, that I had never done 
* any thing, from the doing whereof I ſhould 

* derive greater ſatisfaction. I returrd my 

© Husbands Dagger all bloody , as It was, into 
« the ſheath ; I put on my Cloaths with as much 
© haſte and hs little noiſe as I could ; I took a- 
© long with me what Jewels and Money I had : 
* and, no leſs diſtracted by my love than trou+- 
© bled at what I had done, I left a Husband who 
© loved me beyond his own life, to cait my {ſelf 
* upon the conrteſie of a young man, who rot 
© long before had ſent me word that he had nor 
© the leait reſpect for me. The fearfulneſs incident 
© to my Sex,was ſo ſtrangely fortifted by the im- 

* petuous Paſſions I was hurried withal ; thar, 
© alone, and in the night tim2, I walked from 
, * My own Houſe to Andrad/s Lodgings, with as 

* mach confidence, as if Ihad done a good ation, 

© at noon day. I knock*d at the door, and was 


© anſ{iwered, that Andrads was not within, being 


© engag*d ara Play at a friends not far off. His 

* Servants who knew me,and Were not a iIttle fur- 
* priz?d to ſee me, entertaird me with much re- 
* ſpect, and got mea fire in their Maſter's cham- 
* ber. It was not long ere he came in himſelf, and 
*.] betteve 1t was the leaſt -of his thoughts to find 
M me 


r-4 The Innocent Adultery. Nov. Ze 


* INE Waiting for him in his Chamber. He no ſooner 
, * cait his eye on me, bur betraying his Aitoniſh- 
ent in the wiidneſs of his looks: Madam Euge- 

© ria, ( ſaith he, ) whar buſineſs hath brought you 
© hither 2 Whar can you expect more froma per- 
* ſon, you wonld have Sacrifid to the jeaioulte 
* of a Prother-in-law you are deſperately in love 

* with? Ah Andrado! (3 eply'd I,) do you make that 
© conſtruction of an unavoidable Accident, which 
* fored me to make ſubmiſſion to. that man 
* whom of all the World I was moſt afraid of be- 
* ingoblig'd to? And ſhould you paſs iodiſadvan- 
tageous a judgment on a perſon that hath given 

* you ſuch extraordinary demonſtrations of her 
« Affection? I expected ſomething elſe than Re- 
* proaches at your hands. If I am guiity of any 

* Crime, it is not againit you that I have com- 
© mitted i it, but againſt a Husband that ſhould 
have been dear to me; Proving ungrateful to 
* him becauſe I would not be fo to vou, and 
* fortaking him to come to a cruel man whoſe 
* entertainment of me is as unworthy as my 

* kindneites to him are great. When your death, 
* Which 1 thought really >, had pur me into that 

* deſpair, wherein aWoman,perpetu.. ily expecting 

* the minute of being ſarprized by her Husband, 

* might be; and when therenpon Dox Lewts came 
*upon me in that depiorable condition, what 
*couid I do leſs than truſt my ſelf to his genero- 
Ity and the love he had for me? he hath trea- 
*cheroully made hisadvantages of the contidence, 
*tothe lo!S of roy kenour; butPris my far<tiction, 
* that te hath bought his enjoy ments Wit the 

* Price of his 1iv, which I have now taken away 

* trom him; and tiat, my dear 4ndrado, 1s the 
OCccal.on 


Nov. 3: ZThe Innocent Adultery. 57 


© occaſion of my coming hither. I muſt keep out 
© of the hands of Juſtice, till tich time as it be 
*known, what Crime Don Lew:s 1s guilty of,and 

© what misfortune hath befullen me. I have Mos 
* ney and Jewels good ſtore,upon which you may 
© live handſomely mn any part of Spa, whither 

* you ſhall chink fit to accompany my nusfortine; 
© while Time ſhall make all the World ſenſible, 
© that I am much more to be piried than blamed, 
© and my future carriage fatishe you in particu- 
© lar, that it was not without reaſon I did whar I 
© have done. Very likely, ( interrupted he, ) you 

© have great Apologies to make for your ſelf, and 
* I ſhall ſupply the place of Dec Lewrs, tilt thoi 
* art weary of me, and then be kilPd, as he was, 

* to make way for another. Anh Woman 1 fariably 
: « luſtful | (contimed be: ) What couid I cx pect 

© more than this latt wickedneſs of thine to be 

* coniirny'd in the pertiwationI had, that it was thy 
* deſign to Sacrifice me to thy Gallant? Putthou 

© mutt not think to eſcape with bare Reproacies; 

* no, I will rather be the Executioner ro punt th 
, thy Crime, than be thy Compuce 1 in 1t. 

With thoſe words he violen ty tore off my 
cloaths, and, with a craelty, which rais'd hor- 
ror even 11 his own Servants,gave me a hunared 

lows, naked as I was, and having fſatiated his 
rage, till chat he was grown weary, he thruſt me 
out into the ſtreet, where, 1 vou had not fortt- 
nately lighted upon me, Iſhonld citter have been 
dead, or their hands who hap'y are ivarciung at- 
ter me. 

Having given over ſp2aking, ſhe ſhewd Den 
Garcias her arms all black and blew, as allo her 
breaſt, and what other parts of Ber Bo, dy Civility 

M 2 PUTmeted 
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permitted her to diſcover,which were inthe fame 
condition. Whereupon re-afſuming her diſcourſe: 
* Thus have you heard, generous Don Garcias, 
: 4 ſaid ſbe to him, ) the deplorable Hiſtory of the 
© unfortunate Eugenia. Let me beg your advice ; 
* if ſo there be any for an inexpreſlible unhappy 
' Woman, that hath been the occaſion of ſo ma- 
* ny faral accidents. Ah Madam, ( replies Den 
/ — Garclas, ) were it but as eaſie for me to adviſe 
© you what is to be done, as it will be to -puniſh 
* Andrade, if you give me leave ! Deny me not 
* the honour tobe the Revenger of your quarrel; 
© and be not ſhie 11 employing upon any deſign, 
© you would have to be undertaken, a perſon 
* who 1s no les tenfible of your misfortune, than 
* of the Irjury hath been done you. 
Dor Garcias iaid this to her, with an earneſt- 
neis, which fatisPd Eugenia, that the Compaſſion 


was not ſo great as the Love he ſeenrd to have 


for her.She made the moſt obliging acknowledg- 
ments of his kindneſles which her civility and gra- 
titude could inſpire her with : and further in- 


treated him to take the pains to go once more to 
ner houſe to be more particularly inforn”d of 


what was faid concerning her departure, and the 
Death of Don Les. 
He got thither, as they were carrying to Pri- 
ſon Den Sancho, his Servants, and thoſe of Dez 
Lewis, Who had taken their Oaths that their Ma- 
iter had been in love with Eugenia. The Common 
door, which was found open, and Den Sanche's 
Dagszer ttill bloody, gave much ſuſpition of his 
being euilty of his Brother death, whereof he was 
no leſs innocent than troubled at it. The ſidden 
i-parture of his Wife, and her taking away her 
Jewels 
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Jewels &Money, put him into ſuch an amazement, 
as out of which he conld not recover himſelf, and 
troubled him more than his Imprifonment and 
the proceedings of Juſtice againſt him. Don Garctas 
was in much impatience to give Eugenia an aC- 
count of theſe things : but it ſo hapned he could 
not do it fo ſoon as he wiſted. Meeting in the 
{treet with a friend who had ſome buſineſs with 
him, he kept hima good while in diſcourſe not far 
from his own Lodging: and, as unlucky fortune 
would have it , over againſt that of Andrado, 
whence he faw coming out a Servant, booted, 

carrying a Portmanteau. He followd him at a 
a diſtance accompany*d by his friend; and having 
obſerv*d his going to the Poſt-honſe, he went in 
after him, and found him taking up three horſes, 
to be made ready within half an hour. Don Gar- 
cias ſiffer'd him to go his ways, and beſpoke the 
ſame number of Horſes to be ready at the ſame 
time. His friend ask'd him what he meant to do 
with them ? he promis'd to tell him if he would 
g0 along with him : whereto the other conſented, 


- without troubling himſelf any further what his 


deſign might be. Don Gartias entreated him to 
go and pat on his Boots, and expe him ar the 
Poſt-hoyſe, while he rooka turn to his Lodging. 
They thereupon parted, and Don Garcias went 
to Eugewa, to acquaint her with what he knew 
of her affairs, and to give his Lanlady, a woman 
tat might ſafely be truſted with a fecret of thar 
importance, order to get Eugenia Cloaths and all 
things necellary, that ſhe might be convey'd that 
very night into a Convent, whereof rhe Abbets 
was her kinſwoman and very much her friend. 
Having ſo done, he whiſper'd his Lacquey in the 
M43 2AT 1 
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ear, and bid him carry to that Friend's Lodging 
whom he a little before parted with, his Riding 
Suit and Eoots : and having entreated his Landla- 
dy to be my carefu of Eugenia, and to keepher 

from the fight of all people, he went to his friend, 
and ſoon atter aiong with him to the Pott-houle, 
where they had not been long ere Andrado came 
ally. Don Garcias ask2'd him which way he tra- 
velPd? he made anſiver,to Seu: Then one Poſt- 
boy will ſerve us both, ( [ays don Garcias to him ) 
Andrado was content, and hap'y look*'d on Dor 
Garcias and Iis friend, no otherwiſe than as two 
ſimple Culhes, whoſe money he thought ſo far due 
to him, as that he would not have given mucChto 
enſtre it. They left Vailladolid all together, and 
rode on a good while not thinking of any thing 
bur riding, there being indeed bur little conver- 
ſation between People that ride Poſt. At laſt co- 
ming intoa Champuan far from any Houſes, Dor: 
Garcias thought it a place fit for his deſign. He 
rid a little before, and turning about of a ſudden, 
he bid Andradoitand. Andrado ask*d him his mean- 
ing. © My intentions afe, ( replied Don Garcias, ) 
* to fight with vou, to revenge, if I can, the quar- 
* rel of Eugenia, whom you have injur”d beyond 
all hope of forgiveneſs, in treating her after 

* the baſelt and moſt UROreny manner, that 

* conld poſſibly fall into the imagination of a 
* perian of Quality. I am not forry for what I 
* have cone, (replies Andrado with much confidence, 
* not ſeeming to be in the leaſs ſurpriz'd at the acci= 
dent ;) but you may haptly repent your for- 
* wardneſs to do what you are now engaged in. 
He wasa Perſon that had Valour; he aitlighted 
at the {ame twne with Dor Garciaz, there having 
na 
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no more words paſsd between them; and they 
had their Swords ready to fall on ; when Dow 
Garcias'3 Friend tells tnem, th-y {hon 25t fight 
without, and proffterd to mea't:r2 +45  2apon 
with Anrady*'s man, who was a fellow wiom his 
counteraince and proportion would ot have be- 
tray'd for a Coward. Andrado protciced, that 
tho he had to his Second the grc nie Gator 
in all Spam, he would not figlt crerwi than 
ſingly one to one. His man not ;-uch minding 
the Proteſtation of his Maiter, proteſted tor his 
own part, tnat he wouid not fight with any man 
upon terms at all. So that Doy Garcia;'s Friend 
was forc*d to be openly a Spectator, or God-ia- 
father to the Combatants, which 1s no new tang 
in Spain. The Duel laſted not long : Heaven was 
pleagd ro favour the jutt Cauſe Dow Garcias was 
engag?d in, ſo far, as that his Adveriary making 
at him with greater vioience than skill, ruin np- 
on his Weapon, and fell at his feet with 'oſs 
of blood and life. Andradss man, and the 
Poſt-boy, as fearful one as the other, ca{t them- 
ſelves at Do Garciars feet, who intended trem 
not any hurt. He commanded Andrado's man to 
open the Portmanteau, and to take out of it all 
his Maſter had taken from Eugenia. He immedi- 
ately obey*d, and deliver d Don Garcias, a Mane 
tle, a Gown, and Coar, all very Rich, and a 
little Cabinet, whereof the weight diſcover'd it 
was not empty. The fellow found the Key of it 
in his Maſter*s Pocket, and gave it Doz Gor-/2 5, 
who thereupon d:iimiſling him, toid him he m1gh! 
diſpoſe of his Maiters Body as he pieagd, 41: 
threatned he would be the death of him, it 2vcr 
he were ſeen at Vailladolid, He commande:t ©: 
M 4. Pcit-ooy 
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Poſt-boy not to come into the the City till after 
night, and promis'd him he ſhould find at the 
Poſt-houſe the two Horſes he and his friend had 
takenup.I am apt to beheve he was punctually o- 
bey*d by theſe two Perſons: who thought them- 
ſelves very much oblig*d to him, that ke had not 
kill them as he had done A»drade. It was ne- 
ver heard what his man did with his Body ; and 
for his cloaths, and what ejſe he had, there is but 
too much probability, he became Maſter there- 
of. Nor was it ever known how the Poſt-boy 
behav*d himſelf in the buſineſs. 

Doan Garctas and his Friend made all the ſpeed 
thy could to Failladolid. They allighted at an Em- 
batfadours of the Emperour, where they - had 
Friends: and continu'd there ol after night. Der 
Garec/as ſent for his man, who told him that Euge- 
714 was much troubled ſhe could not ſze him. The 
Horſes were ſent to the Poſt-houſe by an unknown 
perſon, who having deliver'd them to one that 
belonged to the Stable, immediately ſlunk away. 
There was no more talk in /Vail[adolid of the death 
of Andrado than as of a thing winch it was un- 
certain whether it were1o or not; orif any fpoke 
of him, *rwas only as of a Gentleman kill'd by 
{ome ſecret Enemy, or by High-way-men. ' Don 
Garcias Went tO his Lodging, where he found 
Eugenia put into flich cioaths as his Landlady had 
provided for her ; ſuch I believe as were taken 

Up at the Prokers: tor in Spam perions of very 
good Quality think it no Dit) paragement to take 
uP Cloaths, and to Furniſh their Houſes that way, 
no more tian other people of leſs Account. He ſe- 
cretly return'd Eugenia her own Cloaths andJew- 
els,and gavc heran /2Ccount aiter what manner he - 

. Was 
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was reveng*d of Andrado. The Relation he made 
to her wrought in her a compaſlion for the un- 
fortunate end of a perſon whom ſhe had dearly 
lov'd; and,the thought ofher being the occaſion of 
ſo many Tragical Accidents,cauſing in her no lets 
affliction than the remembrance of her own miſ- 
tortunes, ſhe fell a weeping as bitterly as at any 
time before. 

But what added not a little to her affliction, 
was, that Proclamation had been made that day 
all over Vailladolid, prohibiting all Perſons to en- 
tertain Eugenia, and that whoever brought tidings 
of her ſhould have rwo hundred Crowns. This 
made her reſolve to get into a Convent fo ſoon 
as ſhe could. She paſgd away that night in Don 
Garcias's Chamber with as little Tranquility as 
the precedent. The next morning at break of day 
he went to the Superiour of the Convent, who 
was a Kiniwoman of Exgenia's: Who, notwith- 
{tanding the Proclamation, promis'd to receive 
her, and to keep her undi{cover*d as much as lay 
in her power. Having left her, he went and took 
up a Coach, and order*d it to wait for him at a 
place not much frequented near his Lodging, 
whither he conducted Zygena, accompanied by 
by his Landlady. The Coach brought them to a 
place they had appointed the Coach-man to ſtop 
at, where they allighted, that he might have no 
knowledge ot the Convent, whither Eugenia was 
to retire. She was kindly entertaurd by her Kinſ- 
woman ; Don Garciasgs Land!lady took leave of - 
her, and rent to inform her fe:t what poſture the 
atiairs of Do Sancho were in. She underſtood it 
went hard with him, and that there was ſome 
talk of putting him to the Rack. Don Garei- 

as 
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as gave an account of all pallagesto Eugenia,who 
was fo tronbled to ſce her Husband in danger to 
futier for a Crime he had not Committed, that ſhe 
cooka reſolution to caſt her ſelf into the hands 
Fuſtice. Doz Garcias perſwaded her to forbear a 
while, and advisd her to write to the Judge, to 
acquaint him that ſhe only could give an account 
of tae Murther of Don Lewis : The Judge, by 
good fortune cnanc'd to be of ſome Kin to her, 
came to ſpeak with her, together with others 
that wer? to be his Afſiitants in the tryal of Don 
Sancho. Eugenia confelsd that ſhe had kilPd Don 
£ewts: gave them a particular Relation of the 
juit morive ſhe had to engage her ſeif in an acti- 
on that ſ2er'd fo violent in a Woman, omitted 
thing of wiat had paſf9d between Dom Lewis 
and her ſelf; what concern'd th2 love of Andrado 
on'y exc2pted. Her Confeſſion was written down 
and a report thereof was made to his Catholick 
Majeſty; who, taking into contideration the 
greatneſs of Don Lewis's Crime, the juſt reſent- 
ment of Ergenia, her courage and procedure 
chereupon, the innocence of Don Sancho and his 
Servants, ſer them at liberty ; and, upon the 1n- 
treaties of the whole Court mediating on her 
behaif, granted Ezzenia her Pardon. Her Hus- 
band was not difÞleagd at her for the death of 
his Brother, and, it may be, lov'd her the bettzr 
for wat ſhe had done. He went to ſee her as 
ſoonas he got out of Priſon, and ugd all the en- 
treaties and pertwations he cou:d to get her home 
agam ; but all prov'd inetfectual. She doubted 
not bur that he had concery'd ſuch a reſentment 
for the death of Dorn Lewis as he ought to have 
done ; that be had made fome diſcoveries of 

Vial 
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whar had paſt between her and the Portupueze ; 
and thence concluded, that the leait ſuſpition a 
Woman gives in point of Honour may ſoon be 
heightned into a Jea:outte in the apprehenſfions of 
a Husband, and will tooner or later diliolve the 
{tricteit ties of Conjugal Love. 

While things ttood thus, poor Don Sancho vilt- 
ted her often; and, by the rendereit demontitra- 
tions of an exccilive Love, endeavour d to ger 
her out of the Convent, to be once more the ab- 
ſolute Miltreſs of his Eltate and himſelf. Bur ſhe 
on the other ſide contimyed conitant to her reſo- 
lution. She gor him to allow her a Penſion: pro- 

«Portionable to her quality, and the fortune ſhe 
brongat; and, abating only her obitinacy in de- 
ny ng to Ive with him, ſhe behav'd her ſelf fo 

obligingly towards that kind Husband, that he 
had all thereaſon in the World to be ſarisfi'd with 
her. 

But all ſhe did in the Convent to pleaſe and hu- 
mour him, heightned the regret he conceiv*d that 
he could not get her thence. Heat lait took it fo 
much to heart that it brought him intoa Sickneſs, 
and that Sickneſs proved ſuch, as more than threat- 
ned the ſhortning of his days. He ſent to Eugenia, 
begging the atisfation to ſee her once at his 
Houſe before he took his final leave of her. She 
con'd not denv thar fatal kindneſs to a Husband 
raat had been fo dear to her, and whote affecti- 
on towards her was then no leſs violent than it 
had ever been. She went to ſee him expire, and 
had almoſt, out of very grief, died with him, ſee- 
ing him diſcover no leſs fatisfaCtion 'thar he had 
had but a ſight of her, than if ſhe had reſtord him 


the Life he was upon the point to quit: Nor did 
this 
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this goodneſs of Eugenia 20 unrewarded ; he left 
her his whole Eſtate, and conſequently, one of 
the moſt beautiful and richeſt Widows in Spain, 
after her ſo near being one of the moſt unfortu- 
nate Women in the World. The affliction ſhe con- 
ceiv'd at the death of her Husband,was great,and 
not perſonated : She gave order for his Funeral 
Solemnities, poſleſs'd her {elf of his Eſtate, and 
returied to her Convent, refolv'd to ſpend the 
remainder of her Life.there. Her Friends pro- 
pogd to her the belt matches in all Spazn: She | 
preferr'd her own quiet before their ambition, 
and troubled no leſs at their importunate Re- 
monſtrances than perſecuted with the Addrelles 
of no ſmall number of Pretenders, which her 
Beauty and Wealth drew daily to the outer Room 
of the Convent where ſhe was ; She at laſt would 
not be feen, nor ſpeak vith any but Don Garcas. 
This voung Gentleman had done her {o ſeaſona- 
ble a ſervice, in an emergency ſo important,and 
with fuch earneſtneſs, that ſhe conld not ſee him, 
without bethinking her ſelf, that ſhe ought h m 
fomewhat beyond civilities and acknowledge- 
ments. She had obſerv'd by his Rerinne and E- 
quipage, that he was not Rich, and ſhe was ge- 
nerous enough to prolfer him the aſliftances 
which a neceſlitous perſon may without ſhame 
receive from another that is more wealthy : but 
1m that ſmall time ſhe had ſpent in kis Loaging, 
and bv the frequent diſconrles he had with her, 
he had difcovered a Noble Soul elevated above 
the common, and abſolutely diſengag'd from all 
manner of Intereits, thoſe only of honour except- 
ed. This rais\4 a fear in her hs might take it un- 
kind'y, if ſhe made him a Preſent not ſuitable to 
the 
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the greatneſs of her eſtate and mind; and ſhe was 
afraid,on the other ſide, he ſhould think her wanc- 
ng in point of gratitude, if ſhe made not ſome 
diſcoveries of her liberality. 

But if her thoughts were in this diſtraction for 
Dor Garctas, his were in no leſs, as to what con- 
cerrd her. He was inſentibly fallen in love with 
her; but though the reſpect he had forher, and 
the lowneſs of his Fortunes ſhould not have de- 
ter'd him from making any ſuch propoſal; whar 
preſumption would it have been in him to ſpeak 
of love to a Woman, whom only Love had ex- 
pog'd to ſo great misfortune? and that while the 
ſadneſs of her countenance, and her frequent 
weeping, argwd her ſoul too full of grief to be 
capable of any other paſlion. 

Among thoſe who viſited Exgenia, as her moſt 
humble Slaves, with defign to become atter- 
wards her Maſters, and thole not eaſie to pleaſe, 
among thoſe, I mean, who made their Addretles 
toher, and whom ſhe ſhook off with abſolute de- 
nial, one Don Diego was remarkable tor his ob- 
ſtinacy as having not any thing elſe in him worth 
notice. He was as arrant a Coxcomb, as it was 
poſſible a young man cou!d be; and , what 
is conſequent to that, fintaſtick R and, what 
to that, imlufferably "humourſome. Beſides 
all this, the imperfeCtions of his body were flita- 
ble to thoſe of his mind; and as to the goods of 
fortune, he was as poor, as greedy of taem: but 
deſcending our of one of the beſt Houſes in Sparn : 
and being of near Kin to one of the principal 
Miniſters of State, which only mede him 
1ſo much the more ifolent, there was a certain 


compliance had for him here ever he came 
tt |- an 
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upon the account of his quality, though it had 
not the leaſt recommendation of any thing of 
worth. 

This fame Dor Drego, ſuch as I have deſcribed 
him, thought he had found in Ergenia, 'all he 
could have wiſhed in a Wife, and imagurvd it no 
hard matter to obtain her, by rhe aſllitances of 
his Friends at Court, whoſe encouragements put 
im into great hopes of it. But Eugenia was not 
{© cafily perfwaded to a buſineis of that impor- 
tance, as they had flattered themſelves ſhe would 
have been, and the Court would not, to favour 
2 private perſon, do a violence that ſhould be of 
ill example to the publick. Eugenes retiring in- 
to a Convent, her refolution ro continue there, 
her avoiding of all viſits, and the backwardneſs 
of rhoſe who had encourag*d Den Diego in his 
+: 0-1 to her, blaſted the hopes he had con- 

41d of obtaining her without trouble. He 
"+a fore reloivd to force the Convent, and to 
carry her away; an attempt the moit Highly 
Criminal in Spain, and fuch as wherein only an 
extravagant fool, ſuch as he was, wouid engage 
himſelf w. He four d, for Money, People as 
mad as himſelf; he gave order for the laving of 
Horſes ar ſeveral places between Vailads did an d 
a Certain Sea-port, Where a Vetlel was to expect 
hm ready to ſet Sail. He forc'd the Convent; 
carricd away FEngenia; and that unfortunate La- 
dv was to become the prey of the moit worth- 
icſs Perſon im the Worid, if Heaven hed not 
Erangety renevd hor, when ſhe leaſt look'd for 
If. One tingle perion, who, upon the cries of 
Enrera, met the Raviſhers, ferc'd them to a 
tdi | at, and chard with fo much Valour, 

that 
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that, upon the firſt meeting, he wounded Duzz 
Diego ard divers of his Complices,and kept them 
in action till the Citizens making head, and ſe- 
conded by the Officers of publick Juitice, had 
reduc*d Doz Diego and his Party to thoſe extre- 
mities, that they 1 muſt either be kilPd or taken. 
Thus was Eugenia reſewd; but before ſhe 
would be corducted back to her Convent, ſhe 
would needs know who that gallant Perion was, 
who had ſo generoufly expos +1 his Life to ſerve 
her. He was found, wounded in ſeveral Places, 
and, through loſs of abundance of blood, in a 
manner dead. Erpgenia defid to ſee Inm, and 
had no ſooner caſt her eyes on his Countenarce, 
but ſhe knew him to be Don Garcazs. Her com- 
paſſion was grzat as her aſtoniſhment, and ſhe 
made ſuch paſſionate diſcoveries thereof as 
might have bzen interpreted to her diſadvantage 
if tEere had nor been otherwiſe a juit ground of 
her affliction. She prevai?d fo far, with much 
Intreaty, as that they wou'd not carry to Priſon 
her generous Reitever : whom Don Drego EXE 
ring, ard hs Complices, ac! knowledg/t Not to 
be of their Party, but the Ferfon who kad oppo- 
ſed their defign. He was carried to the next 
Honie, w::ch by gocd fortune happer'd to te 
that wiiCl: ad tometine been Dep 'Sanchi S, Was 
now Enris, and W'.ire ſhe had left all her 
Ho..thoid-itnr and foine Servants. He was rc- 
commended to the care of the be!t Surgeons 'on 
both Court and Cry. Eugenia returirPd to the 
Convent, and the 1ext dav was forc'd t ieave 
it, and Comme 9 her oOW.1 Houlz, UPon £38 pub- 
liſhing of @ F: +..41r.at on, that no C-cular PEr- 
ſons thouid be i ortaard into Numnnerics. the 
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next day Don Diego dyes, and 'his friends had 
much ado to hinder a Tr yal to paſs upon him, 
though Dead : but his Complices were puniſh'd 
according to their deſerts. Eugenia in the mean 
time was almoſt out of her feif to ſee ſo little 
hopes of Den Garcias's recovery ; ſhe impiord 
the aſliitanc2 of Heaven; She protier'd the Sur- 
geons to reward them beyond what they would 
have ask*d her ; but their Art was at a loſs, and 
all their kop2 was in God and the Yourhful _ 
{titation of the ſick perſon. Eugmia firrd ng 
from his Bed-fide, and her atterdances on "I 
day and night was fo afſiduous, that they mig!:r 
at laſt have reduc*d her to a neceſlity of having 
others beſides her ſe!f: She often heard him pro- 
nounce her name in the tranfportations of hits 
Fever, and among things incoherent, which his 
diitracted imagination made him ſpeak, he was 
often heard talking of Love,and diſcouring with 
bim{elf, as one that were fighting or quarrel- 
ling. Art- laſt, Nature, fortify*d by remedies, 
overcame the violence of his diſeaſe; his Fever 
remitted ; his wounds appeared 1n a better con- 
dition ; and the Surgeons allurd Eugenia of his 
recovery, provided no other accident happerd 
to hum. She made them very great pretents, 
and cauſed kim to be pray'd for, in all the 
Churcies of Vailladolid. Then was it that Der 
Garetas underirood from Eugen, that it was ſhe 
whom he had reicivd, and the was told by him 
how it came to paſs, thar he happer'd to relieve 
her ſo ſeatonabiv, being upon his return into the 
City after he had been to ee a friend of his out 
of Town. She could not, even in his preſence, 
torbcar acknowiedging how highly ſhe thou gi 
er 
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her ſelf obligd to him; and he could as lit- 
tle ſmother the extraordinary ſatisfaction he 
conceiv'd to have done her ſo conſiderable a 
ſervice : but there was vet another thing of 
greater importance he had to acquaint her 
withal. 

One day, ſhe being alone with him, and in- 
treating him not to ſuffer her to be any longer 
ungrareful, bur to make uſe of her in ſomething 
of conſequence, he took that opportunity to di{- 
cover to her the true ſentiments he had tor her. 
The very thought of what he was about to do, 
made him ſigh ; he grew pale: and the diſtur- 
bance of his mind was fo viſible in his counte- 
nance, that Exgenia was afraid he was in ſome 
great torment. She ask*d him what poſture his 
Wounds were in. © Ah Madam: ( repl”d be, ) 

* my Wounds are not my greateſt Afriiction. 
* What is it then that troubles you, ( ſaith ſhe to 
* him much frightned? ) A misfortune, (ſays he, 
* incapable of any remedy. It was indeed, (7e- 
© plies Eugenia) a £reat misfortune to be ſo dange- 
* rouſly wounded for a perſon you neither knew, 
* nor deſerv'd vou ſhould hazard your Life 
* for her ; but this is not beyond remedy, fince 
© your Surgeons doubt not but you will ſoon re- 
* cover it. And that it I am to. complain of, 
* cries Don Garcias : . Had I loſt my Lite in your 


© Service, ( continwd be, ) I had brought it to a 


© glorious period, whereas I mult now lve a- 
* gainſt my will, and be a long time the molt 
© unfortunate man in the World. | Paing a per- 
* ſon fo excellently- qualittd as you-are, I think 
* vou are not ſomifortunare as you would make 

* your elf, ( replies Eugenia.) How Madam, 
N *( {aid 
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©( ſaidhe,) do you not account that man un- 
* fortunate, who being fatisf?d of your worth, 
© having a greater eſteem for you than any other 
< whatever, loving you beyond his own Life, 
< muſt nevertheleſs come ſhort of deſerving you, 
* though Fortune ſhould prove as indulgent to 
him as ſhe hath ever been malicious ? 
© You ſtrangely ſurprize me, ſaid ſhe (bluſhing : ) 
© but the obligations you have caſt upon me, 
© give youa priviledge, which in the condition 1 
* am in,I ſhould not grant any other. I pray you 
© above all things endeavour your own recovery 
*and aſſure your ſelf, your misfortunes ſhall 
© not continne long, when it ſhall come into the 
* power of Eugenia to put a period thereto. 

She ſtard not to hear what Reply he would 
make, and by that means ſpared him abundance 
of complements, which haply he would bur 
poorly have acquitted himſelf of, becauſe he 
would have overſtraa”d himſelf to make them 
very good ones. She calPd thoſe Servants of 
hers who were to attend him,and went out of the 
room juſt as the Surgeons were coming in to 
viſit him. The Satisfaction of the mind is the 
ſovereign remedy to recover a ſick body. Dor 
Garcias derived ſich hopes of the advancement 
of his Love, from what Eugenia had ſaid to him, 
that his Soul, which before, as that of a Lover 
without hope, was overpreſsd with ſadneſs, dt- 
Tated it ſelf for the entertainment of joy, and 
that joy contributed more to his recovery than 
all the Remedies of Chirurgery. He came to 
perfect Health. He out of Civility went from 
Eugenia*'s Houſe, but carried with him, and con- 


cinrd the pretenſions he had to her _—_ 
e 
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She had promiſed. to love him, provided he made 
no publick diſcoveries thereaf, and it may be ſhe 
lov'd him no lefs than he lov'd her: but having 
ſo lately loſt a Husband, and been engag'd in 
adventures, which had made her the Table-Talk 
of all Companies in Court and City, ſhe thought 
it no prudence fo ſoon to expoſe her ſelf ro raſh 
Cenſures, by running upon a Marriage with too 
much precipitation. Art laſt Don Garcias, by the 
exceſs of his merit and conſtancy, overcame all 
theſe difficulties. He was, as to Iis Perſon, 
ſo accompliſt?d, as might makea Rival run mad 
to think on't. He was a younger Brother of 
one of the beſt Houſes of Arragon, and though 
he had done no great things in the Wars, he 
might juſtly, from the long Services his Father 
had done Span, derive ſome hopes of a Recom- 
pence from the-Court, as advantageons-as her 
nourable. Emgenia could no longer hold out a- 
gainſt ſo many excellent qualities, nor be longer 
oblig?d to him for all he had done and ſuffered 
upon her account. She was married to him. 
Court and City approved her choice; and that 
ſhe might not have the leaſt occaſion to repent 
her of it, it happer'd, that, not long atter their 
Marriage, the King of Spam beſtow'd on Dorz 
Garcias one of the Commanderies of St. ames. 
Another thing which had already happer'd, 
was, that he had fatisf?d his dear Eygema the very 
firſt night of their Marriage,that he was much a- 
nother Bed-fellow than Doz Sancho, and that ſhe 
had found in him, what ſhe would not have mer 
within the Portuguez Andrade. Children they had 
many, becauſe they took more than ordinary 
pains to get them ; and the Hiſtory of. their Loves 

N 2 and 


I74 The Innocent Adultery. Nov. '# 


and Adventures 1s to this day related at Vailla- 
dolid, not only among thoſe that knew them, 
but toſtrangers who occaſionally travel that way. 
For my part, I travelPd not thither for it, but 
finding 1t Printed, made no doubt of the truth of 
it, and expect the ſame confidence in thoſe who 
ſhall receive it from me. 
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The Judge in his own Cauſe. 
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The Fourth Novel. 
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Rince Mule; , Son to the King of 
Morocco,having loſt the company with 
whom he had ſpent the day in hunt- 
ing, was got alone, and that in the 
night-time, among certain Rocks on 

the Sea-ſide,not above an hours gentle 

walking from the City of Fez. The Sky was not 
over-calt with the leaſt Cloud ; The Sea glaz'd up 

in an undifturb*d calm, and ſo might ſerve for a 


Mirror to the Moonand Stars, which ſeenvd to 
N 3 ſparkle 
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ſparkle no leſs there, than in their proper Ele. 
ment : infine, it was one of the plealanteſt nighrs 
of thoſe warmer Countries, which exceed "he 
faireſt days of our colder Regions. The Prince 
gallopping gently along the River fide, diverted 
himſelf in conſidering the emulation between the 
Conſtellations above in the Firmament, and thoſe 
which ſeem*d to be on the ſurface of the Water, 
When the ſad accents of ſome doleful ſhrieking 
Piercing hisears, raigd in him a Curioſity to go 
to the place whence he concervd it might pro- 
ceed. After a little riding, he found, among rhe 
Rocks, a woman, who, as much as her ſtrength 
would permit , made her party good againſt 
a man, who violently endeavour'd to blind her 
hands, while another woman was employ*d to 
ftop her mouth with a Linnen cloth. 

The Arrwal of the young Prince prevented the 
Actors of that violence to proceed any further 
therein, and gave her a little reſpit, whom they 
intended totrear ſo unworthily. * Mule; askd her, 


what might occaſion her crying out, and the 
othcrs,what they would have done to her? Bur in- 


ſtead of any reply , the man comes up to hun 
with his Cimitar drawn , and would have dange- 
rouſly wounded him , had henot , by the nimble- 
nefs of his Horſe , avoided the blow: How now, 
impious wretch , favs Mulei to him; dareft thou 
offer violence to | the Prince of Fez ? 1 knew thee 
very well to be my Prince, (replies the Moor :) nay 
tis becauſe thouart my Prince , and that it 1s in 
thy Power to puniſh me, that I mult either have 
thy life , or loſe my own. 
With thoſe words he made at Mulei with ſuch 
2 deſperate fury, thar the Prince, though _—_ 
am' 
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fanvd for his valour, was reduC'd to a neceſſity 


. not ſo much of aſlaulting, as ſecuring himſelf 


againſt ſo dangerous an enemy. The two women 
in the mean time were very ſeriouſly engag?*d, and 
ſhe who a little before gave her ſelf over for loſt, 
kept the other from running away , as if ſhe 
doubted not but her Champion would obtain the 
victory : Deſpair ſomtimes heightens a mans 
courage , nay ſometimes drives it to thoſe who 
have leaſt of it. Though the Prince's valour was 
incomparably beyond thatof his Adverfary, and 
maintair?d by a more than ordinary skill and vi- 
gour,yet the puniſhment which the Adoor's crime 
deſerv'd, made himhazard all, and gave him ſo 
much courage and force that the victory was a 
great while in ſuſpence betweenthe Prince and 
him; but Heaven,which commonly protetCts thoſe 
it raiſes above others , fortunately direCted the 
Prince's retinue , which he had loſt the evening 
before, to paſs ſo near the place, as to hearthe 
noiſe of the Combatants, and the cries of the 
Women. They made all the ſpeed they could 
thither , and came 1n juſt as their Maſter having . 
worſted his bold Adverſfary , had laid him on the 
ground, where he would not kill him, but reſerve 
him for a more exemplary puniſhment. He there- 
upon order'd ſome of his people to bind him to 
a horſe-tail, ſoas that he might not attempt ought 
againſt himſelf or any other. Two Gentlemen took 
uP the two women behind them,and fo Mule: and 
his Retinue got to Fez, juſt with the break of 
day. This young Prince goverr'd abſolutely m 
Fez, asif he had been already King of it. He 
order'd the Moor to be brought before him, his 
name was Amer, and he was Son to one of the 

| N 4 weal- 
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wealthieſt Inhabitants of Fez. The two women 
were not known by any, in regard the Moors, 
the moſt jealous of all mankind, are extremely 
careful in keeping their wivesand flaves from 
the ſight of all others. 

The Woman, whom the Prince had rehtiev'd , 
ſurpriz?d both him and all his Court with the 
tranſcendency of her beauty, which was ſich as 
had not been before in Africk , and alſo with a 
Majeſtick Air , which the wrethed habit of a 
flave could not hide from their eyes whoadmir'd 
her. The other was clad as thoſe women of the 
Country are, whoſe quality is ſomewhat above 
the ordinary rate, and might pats for handilome 
though much leſs than the former. But though 
ſhe might enter into competition with her as ro 
beauty, yet the paleneſs which through a certain 
Fear had fetled in her countenance depriv*d ir 
of ſo much ofits luſtre, as that of the former 
receiv'd advantage from that lively redneſs 
which a modeſt bluſh had gently ſpread over it. 
The Moor appear before Mule; with the coun- 
tenance and deportment of a Criminal, having 
his eyes continually faſted on the ground. Mule: 
commanded him to acknowledge his crime, or 
expect to die in the greateſt torments. © I know 
© well enough what is prepar'd for me, and what 
<I have deſerv'd, replies the undaunted Moor, and 
©as1t Will beof little advantage to me to confeſs 
*any thing, ſo are there not any torments thar 
*ſhall make me do it. I cannot avoid dearh, ſince 
©T would have given it thee, and I would have 
© thee know, that the rage I am 1, that I could 
*not diſpatch thee, rorments me beyond all that 
*Can be inflicted on me by the moſt inventive 

* Executioners. 
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* executioners.Theſe women,Spanzards by deſcent, 
* were my Slaves;one of them hath done as I wiſh- 
* edher, and complyd with her fortune, by mar- 
* rving my Brother Zaides ; the other would ne- 
* ver change her Religion, nor make the leaſt 
* kind return to the love I had for ner. 
This-was all could be gotten out of him. A1u/ez 
order d him to be put into a Dungeon loaden 
with chains ; The Renegado wife of Zaides was 
difpogd into another priſon , and the beautiful 
Slave was conducted to a Moor's houſe , ramed 
Zulema, a nerſon of quality, originally a Spaniard 
who had left Spain , becauſe he could not find un 
Jtis conſcience to embrace the Chritttan Religion. 
He was deſcendedof the illuſtrious Houſe,ot Zegr:s 
heretofore ſo famous in Granada, and bis wite 
Zoraidia, who was of the ſame Houle, had the 
reputation to be the faireſt, and withal, the 
vicreſt woman in Fez. She was immediately 
taken with the beauty of the Chriſtian Slave, and 
upon the firſt converſation they had together , 
was no leſs with her ingenuity. Had this fair 
Chriſtian been capable of conſolation : ſhe would 
have found it in the carefies -of Zoraida; but as 
if ſhe purpoſely avoided whatever might allevi- 
ate her gnef, ſhe endeavour'd as much as ſhe 
could to. be alone, that ſhe might aftlict her 
{elf the more, mſomuch that , when ſhe was 11 
company with Zuraidz, ſhe did her felt no tmal 
violence, to ſmother her ſighs, and Keep in her 
tears betore her. | 
Prince Mule in the mean time was extremeiy 
cdetirons to have an account of her adventures. 
He had diſcover d ſo much to Zulema, who bers 
4 perton he mich conhded m, be withal acknow- 
Iced 
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ledg?d, that he had ſome inclinations for that fair 
Chriſtian, and that he had made a diſcovery 
thereof to her, had he not inferrd , from her 
extraordinary affliction , that he might have an 
unknown Rival in Spain , who , though at a 
great diſtance , might prevent his being happy, 
even in the Country where he was an abſolute 
Prince. Zulema thereupon gave his wite order 
co enquire of the Chriſtian the particulars of her 
Life, and by what accident ſhe came to be a 
Slave to Amet. Zoraida was as deſirous to do it 
as the Prince, and found it no hard matter to 
induce the Spaniſh Slave to fatisfie her ; the other 
not knowing how to refuſe any thing to a perſon, 
from whom ſhe had receiv*d ſo many aſlurances . 
of tenderneſs and friendſhip; She tould Zoraida, 
that ſhe would fſatisfhe her curiofity when ſhe 
pleagd , but thar, having only misfortunes to 
acquaint her with, ſhe fear*d the account thereof 
would be very tedious to her. © You will find 
*1t otherwiſe, (replies Zoraida,) by the attention 
©I ſhall give you, and my concerns therein will 
* fatisfie you, that you may ſafely entruſt the 
© ſecret thereof to a perſon who infinitely loves 
*you. Embracing her with theſe words, ſhe 
entreated her not to put off any longer the 
ſatisfaction ſhe defir'd of her. They were all 
alone, and the fair Slave, having wip'd off the 
tears which the memory of her misfortunes 
drew into her eyes, ſhe thus began the relation 
thereof. | 

* My name is Sophia, (ſaid ſhe,) Tama Spaniard, 
© born at Valentia, and brought up with all the 
© care and tenderneſs which perſons of quality, 


* ſich as were my Father and Mother, could ex- 
© preſs 
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* preſs towards a Daughter who was the firſt 
© fruits of their Marriage , and ſoon appear'd 
* worthy of their affection. I had a Brother, 
* vounger than my ſelf by an year, as lovely a 
© Child as could be ſeen ; he lowd me as much 
© as ITlovd him, and our mutual friendſhip grew 
*up to ſuch a height, that when we were not 
* together , there might be obſerv'd in our 
© countenances , ſuch a ſadneſs and diſquiet as 
© the moſt pleaſant divertifſements of perſons of 
© our Age were not able to diſperſe. Order was 
* thereupon taken that we ſhould not be aſun- 
*der : We learrd together Whatever 1s 
* commonly taughr Children, well deſcended, of 
© both ſexes, and fo it happeryd , to the great 
* aſtoniſhment of all, thar I came to be as 
* skilful and dextrous as he , in all the violent 
* exerciſes of a Cavalier , and he as ingenious in 
* what-ever is performed by young Gentlewo- 
*men. This extraordinary kind of Education 
*took ſo much with a Gentleman , an intimate 
* acquaintance of my Fathers, that he deſir'd 
* his Children might be brought up: with us. 
* The buſineſs was propos'd to my Friends, who 
* approved thereof , and the nearneſs of their 
* Houſes promoted the Deſign of both Parties. 
© That Gentleman was not inferiour to my 
* Father, either as to Quality or Wealth. He 
© had* alſo only a Son anda Daughter , much 
* about my Brothers age and mine , infomuch 
*that it was not donbred , but the two houſes 
* would be united one day by a double Marri- 
age. Don Carlos and Lucia (fo were the Brother 
*and Siſter calPd) were equally amible : my 
© Brother loved Lucia ard ſhe him ; Don _ 

ov'd 


u/ 
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© loved me : I, him z- as much. Our Parents knew 


© it, and were fo far from being diſpleagd therear, 


© that had we not been too young , they would 
* then have ſeen us married together. 

* But the happy ltate of our innocent Loves 
* was diſturb'd by the Deati of my lovely Bro- 
*tner; a violent Fever ſhatcl”d hum from hence 
*10 eighr days, and this was the firſt of my 
* Misfortunes. Lucia was fo troubled thereat , 
* that no Perſwafions could keep her from em- 
* bracing a Religious Life. I was ſick to Death,and 
* DoaCarlos was 1o far given over, as that his Fa- 
© ther began to fear he ſhould ſee himſelf with- 
* out Iljue , ſo great a grief did he conceive at 
* the loſs of:my Brother , whom he lov'd , the 
* Danger Iwas in, and his Siſters Reſolution. Dor 
4 Carlos Father dy*d ſoon after,leaving his Son a 
*vaſtEſtate. Now was he in a condition to diſco- 
* ver the Nobleneſs of his nature ; the Gallantries 
*he invented to pleaſe me prevaiPd on my Vanity, 
* made his Love more publick, and added much 
* to mine. Don Carlos often addreſs'd himſelf to 
*my Parents, . deſiring them to conſummate his 
* Happineſs by beſtowing their Daughter on him. 
*He in the mean time continu*®d his extraordinary 
* expences ,, Which my Father perceiving , and 
* conſidering his Eſtate could not hold out long 
© at that Rate , reſolv'd we ſhould be married ! 
* He therefore put Don Carlos in hope , that 
* he ſhould ere long be his Son-in-Law, at which 
* News he diſcover'd ſich an extraordinary Joy, 
* as would have perſwaded me that he lov'd me 
© above his own Life , though I had not been ſo 


* fully afſurd of it as I was. He appointed a Bill Z 


* for me, and invited all the Gallantry of the 


City 
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© City tot + but to his misfortune and mine, there 
© happer'd to be at it a Neapolitan Count, whom 
* ſome affairs of importance had brought into 
* Spais, He thought me handiſom enough to fall 
*jn Lovewith, and having enquired what qua- 


_ © lity my Father was of, he went, and without any 


© other Ceremony , demanded me of him in - 
* Marriage. My Father dazled at the Wealth 
*and Quality of this Stranger, promigd him 

* whathedetir*d,and that very day ſent Dor Carlos 
*word, that he might forbear all further 

© Addrefles to his Daughter, forbad me to receive 

© Viſits, and commanded me to look on the 1alron 

© Count , as the Perſon I ſhould be married to, 
* as ſoon as he were returr'd from Madrid. I 
* difſembled my Afiction before my Father ; 
© but as ſoon as I was got alone, Dow Carlos 

* preſented himſelf to my Imagination, as the 

© moſt Amiable Perſon in the World. I reflected - 
© onall could be quarePd at in the Tralinn Connt; 
*©I conceiv'd an implacable Avertion againſt him, 
*and I felt my ſelf ſo potleſ9d with the love of 
© Don Carlos, that it was equally impoiÞble for 

* meto live without him, and to be happv with 

* his Rival. My Recourle was to my Tears, bur 

*what Remedy were they 1n ſo great a Misfor- 

© tune. 

*Whule I was in this Dittraction , Don Carles 
© comes into my Chamber , without firſt de- 
* manding my Permition , as he was wont to do. _ 
©Hefound me as it were ditlolv*d into Fears , nor 
* conld he forbear his, though he ſeervd wilhns 
* to conceal what lay heavy on his Soul , till he 
*had diſcovered the true ſentiments of mine. He 
* caſt himſelf at my feer , and taking me by the 

© hands, 
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*hands, which he bedew'd with his tears, I muſt 
© then loſe you Sophia : and aſtranger,whom you 
© hardly know, ſhall be happier thanI, becauſe 
© heis ſome-what richer. He will be poſſeſs'd of 
*you,Sophia:and you conſent thereto; you whom 
*t have fo infinitely loved ; you , who would 
* perſwade me that you lovd me, and were 
* promis'd me by a Father , but alas ! an unjuſt 
* Father, an intereſgd Father, and one that hath 
© baſely recoyPd from his word ! If you are , 
© (contmwd he, ) a Jewel that may be ſet at any 
© Price , *tis only my fidelity that can purchaſe 


*you,, and it 1s upon the account of that , you 


© ſhould be yet mine rather than any Mans ; if 
* you have nor forgotten that you have promiſed 
* me the like. But, (cries he,) do you imagine 
© that a perſon who had the courage to raiſe his 
c deſires to you, wants 1t to be reveng*d of one 
« you prefer before him; or will you think it 
e ſtrange, that a Wretch who hath loſt all, ſhould 
« not undertake any thing ? If you are content 
«that I alone ſhould periſh, this fortunate Rival 
« {hall live, ſince he 1s ſo happy as to pleaſe you, 
« and youthink him worthy your protection: but 
« Don Carlos, who is now become odious to you, 
. and whom you have given over to his deſpair, 
. will dye of a death cruel enough to ſatiate the 
- hatred you have for him, | 

* Don Carlos, (repl#d T) do you joyn forces with 
, an unjuſt Father, and a perſon whom I never 
* could fancy, to perſecute me, and impute to 
© me, as a particular crime, a misfortune, which 
*15 Common tous both?Y ou may rather bemoan 
© than accuſe me , and bethink your ſelf of the 


"means to preſerve me yours , than Pierce my 
Ye) 
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* Soul withundeſervd reproaches. I could make 
© more juſt ones to you; and force you to acknow- 
© ledge, that you never ſufficiently lovd me, 
© fince you never ſufficiently knew me. Bur we 
© have no time to loſe in fruitleſs Remonſtrances. 
© Carry me where you pleaſe , Ple follow you, 
© and therefore I give you leave to attempt any 
* thing, and promiſe to ſecond you 11 1t, ſo that 
© 1 may ever be yours. 
© Don Carlos was fo revivd at theſe Words, 
© that he was as much traniported with Joy, as 
* he had been before with grief. He begg'd a thon- 
* ſand Pardons for his having chargd me with 
* the Injuſtice he thought done him,and having ſa- 
" tisfy” d me , that unleſs I were remov*d thence, 
*1t was impoſlible I ſhould avoid compiying 
© with my Fathers Will, I referr'd my ſelf wholly 
© to his Diſpoſal , and promisd him that the 
© ſecond night after » I would be ready to go 
- along with him. Dor Carlos ſpent the next Day 
*1n ſetting his Aﬀairs in order, made provition 
© of Money, and a Bark , which was to ſet Sail, 
© whenever he ſent orders to that purpoſe. in 
*the mean time I made up all my Jewels, and 
* what Money , Ihad, and, being a Perſon fo 
* young as I was, ſo well diſlembled my Deſign, 
* that no body had the leaſt Suſpition of it. 1 
* was not obſerv'd by any, ſo that I might tafely 
© take my way out atthe Garden-door, where I 
* found Claudio, a Page, whom Don Cary los had a 
* kind of Fondneſs for, upon the Account of his 
* skill in Singing, which was as excellent as his 
© Voice, and rhat in his manner of Speaking, and 
* all his Actions, he diſcover a greater Pitch of 
© Ingenuity , Underitanding, and Gentiene!s of 
© Carriage, 
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] Carriage, than the condition of a Page 1s com- 
. monly obſery'd to have. He told me, that his 
_ Maſter had ſent him before, to conduct me tro 
. the Bark, and that hecould not come himſelf, 
* for ſome reaſonsI ſhould know when I ſaw him, 
'A Slave of Don Carlos, whom I allo knew very 
- well, ſoon after came to us. We got out of 
the City without any trouble , and were not 
© £one far from it ere we perceiv'd a Veſlel in the 
* Road, and ſoon after a Shallop that waited for 
US at the water-ſide. They told me , that my 
_ dear Don Carlos would come very ſiddenly, and 
" that in the mean time I ſhould go to the Vellel. 
" The Slave carry'd me into the Shallop, and 
* ſeveral Men, whom I had obſerv*don the ſhore 
" and took for Mariners , forc'd Claudio allo to 
' get into the Shallop, who {ſeenvd to make ſome 
reſiſtance, toavoid coming mto it. This added 
* to the trouble I was already in, for the abſence 
* of Don Carlos. lask'd the Slave where he was ; 
* he roundly anfwer'd , I was not to expect any 
* Don Carlos there. 

*In the mean time, I could hear Claudio cry- 
*1ng out as loud as he could, and burſting forth 
* into tears, ſaying to the Slave, Treacherous 
© Amet ! Is 1t thus thou keep*it thy promiſe with 

* me, and by removing my Rival out of the way, 
© leaviit me with my Lover ? Imprudent Claudio ! 
© (replies the Slave) is a Man oblig'd to keep his 
* word with a pertidious perſon, or could Iexpect 
* that one that hath betray'd his own Mater , 
* ſhould not terve me the like trick , by giving 
: notice to thoſe who have the over-tight of the 
* Coalts, to make out after me, and deprive me 


* of Sophia, w nom I love beyond my own Life ? 
© Theſe 
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© Theſe words ſpoken to a woman, whom 1 
© took all the while to be a Man, and whereof I 
* could not underſtand the meaning, cauſ'd me fo 
* great an Afﬀictionythat I fell down ina manner 
* dead in the armes of the perfidious Moor, who 
"had not ſtirrd from me. I contin'd a 200d 
* While in the ſound, which when I had reco- 
*vered, I found my elf in one of the Cabbins of 
* the Veſlel, which was now got a good way to 
* Sea. Imagine to your ſelf what detpair it muſt 
* bein, finding my ſelf without my Dor Carlos, 
*and among the profeſsed enemies of my Reli- 
* gion ,, for 1 ſoon perceiv'd that I was in the 
* power of the Moors ; that the Slave Amet had 
* ablokite power over them, and that his Brother 
* Zaides was Maſter of the Veſlel. The infolent 
* Villain no ſooner ſaw me in a cordition to hear 
* what he might ſay, but in few words he told 
{ me, that he had a long time had an afteciion for 
* me, and that his Paſſion forc*d him to carry me 
* thus away by violence, and to bring me to Fez, 
© where it ſhould be my own faulr, if TI were nor 
* as happy as I might be in Spain, as it ſhould be 
* his, 1fT there had any occaſion to regret the loſs 
© of Don Carlos. I made a ſhift tro cloſe with 
© kim, notwithſtanding the weakneſs I was in by 
* reaſon of my former (wounding, and by a vi- 
© Yorous attempt, which he thought not of, and 
* which, as I told you before, I had learnt when l 
* was a Child ; 1 drew out his Cymitar, and bad 
* puniſhed him tor his pertidtiouſheſs, it his Bro- 
*ther Zaides had not ſeafonably, laid boid on my 
; Arm, and fo ſaved his lite. It was no hard mar- 

* ter to diſarm me, for having miſsd my blow, 
©I forbore making any furcher vain attempts, 
* againſt 
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* againſt ſo great a number of enemies. Amer, 
" who had been frightned at my reſolution , or- 
* der'd all to withdraw out of the room where he 
* had diſpos&d me, and left me in an affliction not 
"eaſily to be imagir'd , after the cruel change 
* Which had happened in my fortunes. Iſpent the 
* whole night in bemoaning my ſelf, nor did the 
* next day bring any remiſlion of my grief. Time, 
* Which many times alleviates ſuch troubles, could 
* do nothing on mine, infomuch that the ſecond 
* day after our ſetting out to Sea, I was ig a great- 
*erdiſtraction, thanThad been that unlucky night, 
* when, with my liberty, I loſt the hope of ever 
* ſeeing Dom Carlos again, and ever having a mi- 
* nute of enjoyment While I livd. Amer had 
* found me ſo terrible, when ever he preſumed to 
* appear before me thathe came no more into my 
* fight. At certaintimes, ſomewhat was brought 
* me to eat, butIſo obſtinately refus4 it, that the 
* barbarons Moor began to fear he had brought 
* me away to no purpole. 
*In the interim , the Veſſel had paſ?d the 
* Streight, and was nor far from the Coaſt of Fez 
* when C/aud;o comes into my Cabbin. As ſoon 
* asI perceiv\d him, unhappy miſcreant, who haſt 
* thus betray'd me (ſaid I to him,) what had 1 
* done to thee, that thou ſhould'ſt make me the 
* molt wretched perſon in the world, and deprive 
* me of Dox Carlos? You were too much belov'd 
* of him (replzes be) and ſince I loved him as well 
*as you did, I have commuted ro great crime , 
* in endeavouring to remove a Rival, as far asI 
* could from him : but 1f I have betray'd. you , 
* Amet hath alſo betray*d me , and I'ſhould baply 
"be no leſs tronbPd than youare, did I not find 
ſome 
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* ſome comfort in this Towideration, that I am 
* not miſerable alone. Prethee, let me underſtand 
* this Riddle , (/aid Ito him) and know who thou 
* art, and, conſequently, whether 1 have, in thee 
*a Friend, or an Enemy. 
* Know then, Sophza, ſaid he to me, thatI am 
* of the ſame Sex as your ſelf, and, as well as 
*yon, I have alſo been in love with Den Carlos ; 
* but if we have ſuttered by the ſame flame , it 
© hath not been with the ſame (ucceſs. Don Carlos 
* hath ever lov'd you,and hath ever believed thar 
* you lov'd him, whereas, on the contrary, he 
"never lov'd me, nor could ever imagine that 
© 1 ſhould love him, as having not known me to 
* be what I truly was. Iam of Yalentia , as you 
*are, and my quality and fortunes are ſuch , 
* that if Don Carlos had married me, he needed 
© not to have fear'd the reproachs made to thoſe 
* who under-ally themſelves. Bur the affection 
* hehad for you wholly took him up, ard it ſeems 
"he had eyes only ſor you. Not but that mine 
* did what they could, to fave my mouth the 
© labour of making a ſhameful discovery of my 
* weakneſs. 1 went to all places where I thought 
© to meet him ; I plac'd my ſelf where he nught 
* fee me, and I did all things for him, which he 
<ſhould have done for me, had he loved me, as I 
© loy'dd him. I had the diſpoſal of my felf and 
* eſtate, as having been left an Orphan while I 
* wasyet very young ; and there were often 
© propos d to me matches equal to my condition, 
© but the hopel ftil} cheriftd, that I might at 
: * length engage Don Carlos, to love me, hindred 
* me from complying with any. Inſtead of being 


* diſcouraged by the unhappy fate of my love, 
So O 2 ©AaS 
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*as any other wowld; who as I had ſufficient 
© perfeCtions not to be ſlighted , I was the rather 
* excited to the Love of Dun Carlos, by the 
* difficulty I found to infinuate my felf into his 
* affections. In fine, to avoid the ſelf reproach, 
* that I ſhould neglect any thing which might 
* promote my deſign I caus'd my hair to be cur, 
* and having diſguigd my ſelf in Mans cloaths, 1 
* got my ſelf preſented to Din Carlos by an old 
* menial Servant of my own, who went under 


* the name of my Father, a poor Gentleman of 


* the Mountains of Toledo. My Countenance 
*and Meen your Lover lik'd fo well, that he was 
* ſoon induced to take me into his ſervice. He 
* knew me not again, though he had ſeen me {© 
*.many times, and he was as ſoon fatisfy*d with 
* my ingenuity as taken with my voice, and my 
* Skill in ſinging , and playing on all thoſe 
* inſtruments, on which perſons of quality may 
* without diſparagement , divert themſelves. He 
* {oon found: in me thoſe endowments which are 
* not commonly ſeen in Pages, and I gave him 
*fo many demonſtrations of my fidelity and 
* diſcretion, that he treated me rather as a Con- 
* fident, than a domeſtick ſervant. You know 
* beſt of any, whether I am to be credited in 
* whatI ſay. You have a hundred times com- 
* mended me to Dun Carlos,even in my preſence, 
*and done many good offices , but what vex'd 
* me to the heart, was that I recervd them from 
* a Rival, and while they made me more accept- 
* able ro Dor Carlos, they render*d you the more 
* hatefn!l to the unhappy Claudio, (for fo 1am 
* called ) In the mean time, the treaty of your 
* marriage went forward, my hopes backward ; 

* that 
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© that was concluded, theſe were loſt. The [alin 
* Count who about that time,fell in love with you, 
*and whoſe Titles and Eſtate as much dazled your 
* Father's eyes,as his warp'd countenance ahd his 
* imperfeCtions gave you occaſion to ſlight him, 
© procur'd me at leaſt the pleaſure, to ſee you a 
* little traversd in your loves,and my ſoul began 
* to flatter it ſelf with thoſe fond hopes,which the 
* unforunate are over-apt to drive from viciſſi- 
* tude. In fine, your Father preferr'd the ſtranger, 
* whom you-fancy*d not, before Dox Carlos whom 
* you did. SoIſaw her, who causgd my unhappl- 
* neſs, in her turn, unhappy her ſelf, and a Rival 
* whom I hated, more unfortunate than my ſelf, 
* ſince] loſt nothing in a man , who had never 
* been mine,whereas you loſt Don Carlos who was 
* wholly yours,and yet that loſs,how great ſoever 
*it might be, was haply to you aleller misfor- 
*rune than to have, for your perpetual Tyrant, 
a man, whom you could not love. 

* But my proſperity , or, to ſay better my 
* hope, prov'd not long-livd. I underitood 
* from Don Carlos, that vou were refolv\d to 
* follow him, and I was employ*d to ſet things in 
* order to the deſign he had to carry you to 
* Barcelona, and thence to croſs over into ſome 
* part of France or Italy. All the force I had had 
*till then to endure my croſs fortune left me 
* upon this ſo ſharp an attanlt, it being a reſolution 
*I was the more ſurprizd with, the lets I had 
* apprehended any ſach misfortune. The trouble 
*I concerv'd thereat caſt me into a ſickneſs, and 
*that confivd me to my bed. One day, as1I 
* was bemoaning my fad deſtiny, and that my 


' preſumption of not being over-heard by any 
Q 3 made 
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: * made me break forth into as loud expoſtulations, 
* as if Thad ſpoken to ſome Confident, who knew 
© the ſecret of my loves, 1 perceiv'd ſtanding 

* before me the Moor, Amet, who had heard me ; 

* having recover d the trouble his unexpected 

* preſence had put me into, he addreſgd himſelf 

* ro me in theſe words. 

*1 know thee very well , Claudia, and that 

* even before thou hadfſt diſpuig'd thy ſex, to be- 

© come a Page to Don Carlosand that I never dit- 
* coverd this my knowledge of thee, proceeded 
© hence, that I had a deſignas well as thou hadlſt. 
© I have heard what deſperate refolutions thou 
* art ready to take ; thou wilt diſcover thy ſelf 
© to thy Maſter to be a young Maid deeply in 

* love with him, and yet hopeſt not any from 

* him, and then thou” wile kill thy felf in his 

* preferce, ſo to deſerve the regrets of him , 
* whoſe love thon couldeſt not gain. Wretched 

* Laſs! what will be the eftect of thy own lelf- 
* murther, but to give Sophia a further affurance 
* ofher Don Carlos ? Thave a better advice for thee 
* if thou art able to rake it. Deprive thy Rival 
* of her Servant ; 1t,may eaſily be done , if thou 
* credit me, and though it requires much reſo- 
lution , yet no mere than thou haſt already 
* expreſ(fd , in puttins on mans habit ; and 
* hazarding thy honour, to ſartisfhe thy love. 
© Hear me then attentively , continu'd the Moor, 
© I will acquaint thee with a ſecret, which I never 
* diſcover*d ta any, and if thou likeſt not what 
© I ſhall propoſe to thee, it will be at thy own 
* chaice, whether thou follow it or not. I am 
* of Fez, a perion of qualiry m my Country ; 


* my misfortune made me ſlave to Dox Carles , 
, and 
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* and Sophia s beauty,hers. I have told thee much 
* in few words. Thou think'ſt thy miſery rem- 
* edileſs , becauſe thy lover carries away his 
; Miſtriſs , and is bound for Barceloza. Tis both 
* thy happineſs and mine, if thou canſt make thy 
© advantage of the opportunity. Ihavetreated 
* about my ranſome, and paid it. A Galeot 
*.of Africk waits for me in the road , not far 
© from the place where Dox Carlos hath one ready 
* for the execution of his deſign. He hath pur 
: It off for one day ; let us prevent him with as 
* much diligence as ſubtilty. Go and tell Sophia 
* from thy Maſter , that ſhe ſhould make ready 
*to come away this night, at the time thou 
* ſhalt come for her ; condutt her to my Veſlel, 
*1I will carry her into Afﬀrick , and thou ſhalt 
* continue alone at YValentia, to enjoy thy Lover, 
* who haply would have Jovd thee as ſoon as 
* Sophia, had he but known that thou hadſt lov'd 
© him. 
* At theſe laſt words of Claudia, I was ſo over- 
* come with grief, that with a deep ſigh , I fell 
* into another ſound, without any f1gns of life. 
© The out-cries of Claudia , who haply then began 
*to repent her that ſhe had made me ſo unfortun. 
* nate,vet was nevertheleſs ſuch as brought Amer 
© and his Brother into the room whereI was. 
© They applyd all the remedies they could, till 
* at laſt I recover'd, and might hear Claudia {ti!1 
* reproaching the Moor with his Perfidiousneſs : 
© Infidel Dog : {aid ſhe to him, why haſt thou ad- 
* vid me to reduce this beauty to the deplorable 
* condition thou ſe&it her in, if thou hadit no 
* minde to leave me with the perſon] lov'd ? And 
* why haſt thou can'd me to commit againſt & 
O 4 PCT.ON 
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© perſon ſodear to me,a treachery whichproves as 
* hurtful ro me as to him 2 How dar'ſt thou fay 
© thou art of noble Birthin tayCountry,whenthou 
© art the moſt perfidious 8 baſeſt of all men? Hold 
* thy peace ſimple Maid , replies Amet , reproach 
© me not With a crime , wherein thou art my 
* Complice. I have already told thee that he 
© who could betray a Maſter as thou haſt done , 
© very well deſerv*d to be betrard, and that take- 
© irg theealong with me, I onely ſecure my own 
* Life, and haply Sophis's, ſince ſhe might have 
© drd of pure grief, upon the knowledge of thy 
* ſtaying behind with Don Carlos. 

* Ar theſe words, the noiſe made by the Mar- 
© riners, who were ready to enter into the Port of 
* Salley, and the ſhooting oft of ſome Guns , 
* which were anſwered by the Artillery. of the 
* Port, interrupted the reproaches reciprocally 
* made to one the other, by Amet and Claudzs , 
© and for a while eagd me of the ſight of thoſe two 
© odiqus perſons. We got a ſhore; Claudia and 
©] had veils pnt over our faecs, and we were 
© lodg*d with the perfidious Amer, at a Moors, 
* one of his kindred. The next day, we were 
* diſposd intoa Cloſe Chariot, and conducted to 
« Fez, Where, if Amer were receiv'd by lis Father 
* with nanch joy , I came in, the moſt afflicted 
* and moit deſperate perſon in the world. For 
* Claudia, ſhe ſoon provided for her ſelf, re- 
*nouncing Chriſtianity , and marrying Zazdes , 
* brother to the treacherous Amer. The wicked 
* woman usgd all the artifices imaginable ro 
*indace me to change my Rehbgion, and to 

* marry Amet :as the had done Zazdes, and fo ſhe 


* became tne moſt cruel of 1:.y Tyrants , even 
Ed? 
while 
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© while, after they had in. vain try'd to draw 
* mein by kindneſs, fair promiſes, and treatments, 
* Amet and all his beople exercis'd on me all the 
© barbariſm they could. My Confſtancy was ſuffi- 
* ciently exercicisgd, againſt ſo many enemies , 
*and I was more able to endure my troubles 
© than I couldhave wiſt'd my (If, when I began 
* to imagine that Claudia repented her, that ſhe 
© had been ſo wicked.Before others ſhe ſeemy'd to 
* perſecute me with greater animoſity then any , 
* but privately ſhe did me ſome good offices , 
*which made me look on her as a perſon who 
* might have been virtuous, had her education 
* been accordingly. | 
* For one day, While all the reſt of the women 
© were gone to the publick Baths, as You Mahbu- 
* metans are Wont to do, ſhe came tome, and 
* finding me very fad , ſhe ſpoke to me to this 
* Purpoſe. Faireſt Sophia: I have heretofore 
* thought I had ſome reaſon to hate you , bur 
© now that hatred is at an end, fince I have loſt 
© the hope of ever enjoying him , who lov*d not 
* me enough , becauſe he lov'd you too much. 
* It grieves me to the ſoul, that I have occaſiond 
your miſfortune , and forſaken my God for 
* fear of men. The leaſt of theſe ſtings were 
© enough to make me undertake things beyond 
* my ſex. I can no longer live at this diſtance 
* from Spam, and all the Chriſtian Part of the 
* world,with theſe Infidels,among whomlI know it 
*15 impoſlible I ſhould ever work out my falvation 
* either here orhereafter. You may allure your 
* ſelf of my repentance by the ſecret I ſhall ac- 
* quaint you with , which putting my life at your 
* diſpoſal, vou may revenge your ſelf of all the 
* miſchiets 
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* miſchieſs I have been forc'd to do you. Ihave 
* corrupted fifty Chriſtian Slaves, moſt Spanzards, 
*and all perſons fit to undertake ſome great in- 
© terpriſe. With the money TI have ſecretly given 
*them, they have ſecurd a Bark ready to waft 
© us over into Spain, if it pleaſe God to favour fo 
* good a deſign. All you have to do 1s to joyn for- 
* tunes with me, and ſo eſcape ifI do,or,periſhing 
*with me,get out of the hands of your cruel ene- 
* mies,and puta period to-ſo unfortunate a life as 
*yours 1s. Reſolve therefore,Sophia,and while we 
* cannot be ſuſpected guilty af deſign, let us, 
* without loſs of any time, conſider of the moſt 
*1mportant action of your life and mine. 
© Icaſt my ſelfat Claudia*s feet , and meaſuring 
© her by my felf, I never queſtion her ſincerity. 
* I was at a little loſs togive her ſuſlicient thanks, 
*and atlure her of the g:eat reſentments I had 
© ofthe favour which I conceiv'd ſhe would do me. 
*We appointed a day for oux eſcape , towards a 
© place on the Sea fide, where ſhe tould me that 
*our Bark lay, under certain Rocks, Theday , 
* which I thought would prove ſo happy , came; 
* we very happily got out of the houſe and Ci- 
*ty. I admird the goodneſs of Heaven in the 
* eafneſs we found in compaſsing our deſign , 
* and I inceſsantly ble(8d God for it. But the 
* end of my misfortunes was not ſo near as! 
thought it. Claudia did all this by order from 
© the Perfidious Amet ; nay , exceeding him in 
< Perfidiouſnels. The end cf her bringing me to 
* ſuch a ſolitary place , and that in the night 
* time, was only to leave me to the violence 
*ofthe Moor, who durſt not have attempted 
ought againit my Chaſtity in his Father's houſe, 
© Who, 
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* who, though a Mahnmetan, was yet a morally 
© honeſt man, I innocently follow'd her, who led 
* me to deſtruction,& I thonght 1 ſhould never be 
© {ifficiently thankful to her, for the liberty Iwas 
* in hope ere long to obtain by her means.I could 
* rot be weary of giving her thanks, nor yet of 
* going a good pace, inrough ways encompaſgd 
* with Rocks, where ſhe told me that her people 
© expected her ; when hearing a certain noiſe be- 
© hind me, and turning my head , I perceiv*d 4- 
* met With his Cymitar drawn. You infamons 
* Slaves (ſaid he) is it thus you run away from 
* you Maſter ? I had not the leiſure to anſwer 
* him. Claudia held my hands faſt behind , and A- 
© met letting fall his Cymitar, came up to the Re- 
*negado, and both of them together did what 
© they could to bind my hands with cords, which 
* they had provided for that purpoſe. Having a 
* greater ſtrength and activity than women com- 
*monly have,l a good while refiſted the attempts 
* of thoſe two wicked perſons : but at length I 
* grew weak, and my only recourſe was to my 
* Cries, which might draw ſome Paſſenger into 
* that ſolitary place, where rather hoped not for 
* any relief, when Prince Mute: came in to my 
* reſcue. You have heard how he ſaved my ho- 
* nour, nay Imay ſay my life, ſince I had afſured- 
*ly died of grief, if thedeteſtable Amer had had 
* hisdefires on me. 

Thus did Sophis conclude the relation ofher ad- 
ventures,and the amiable Zoraida encouraged her 
to expect from the generoſity of the Prince, that 
ſome courſe would be taken for her return into 
Spain ; whereupon ſhe acquainted her Husband 
with all ſhe had heard. from Sophzz , A” 

e 
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he afterwards gave Prince Mule; an account, 
Though all thar had been related to him of the 
fortunes of the fair Chriſtian , flatter*d not the 
paſſion he had for her, yet was he glad, being a 
perion nobly inclir'd to vertue, to receiveſome 
knowledge thereof, and find that her affeftion 
was engaged in her own Country , that fo he 
might not attempt a cenſurable a&tion out of a 
vain hope of finding it eaſily compaſs'd. He 
had an eſteem for the virtue of Sophia, and was 
incliwd , by his own , to endeavour a remiſſion 
of her misfortune. He ſent her word by Zoraida 
that he would give order for her return into 
Spain, When ſhe pleagd, and, having once 
' taken that reſolution , he forbore to viſit her, 
out of a diſtruſt ofhis own vertue, and the beauty 
of that amiable Perſon. She was not a little 
troubled to find out a ſecure way for her return, 
*twas ſomewhat a tedious volage , into Spazn, 
whoſe Merchants traded not to Fez ; and though 
ſhe might have mer with a Chriſtian veſſel, yet 
being fair and young, as ſhe was, ſhe might 
| find, among thoſe of her own Religion , what 
ſhe had been afraid to meet with among the 
Moors. Honeſty is not often found aboard a 
ſhip; fincerity 1s as little obſerv'd there as in 


war, and wherever beauty and inocence are 


at the weakeſt, the inſolence of the wicked will 
not fail to take its advantage to thruſt them 
to the wall. Zaraida advied Sophia to put 
on Mans cloaths, fince her advantagious Stature, 
beyond that of other women much furtherd her 
diſguiſe. She told her it was the advice of Prince 
Aulei, who knew nor any perſon at Fez to 


whom he might ſafely truit her , and ſhe told 
her 
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her withal, that he had had the goodneſs to pro- 
vide for the ſafety of her Sex, by afligning her 
a Companion of the ſame, of her ownFaith, and 
diſguigd-as her ſelf, and that ſo ſhe might avoid 
the Diſquiet it would be to her, to ſee her ſelf 
alone , aboard a Vellel , among Souldiers and 
Mariners. | | 
Prince Mulei had bought of a Pyrate a Prize 

which he had taken at Sea ;*twas a Veſlel belong- 
ing to the Governour of Oran, which had aboard 
her the whole Family of a Spaniſh Gentleman, 
whom the Governour, upon ſome ditguſt , ſent 
over a Priſoner into Spain. Mule; had heard that 
the ſaid Gentleman was-one of the beſt Hunt(- 
men in the world, and Hunting being an Exer- 
iſe the Prince was moſt: of any inchin'd to, he 
would needs have himto be hisSlave, 6% to make 
the more ſure of him, would not have him ſepa- 
rated from his Wife, his Son, and Daughter. In 
the ſpace of two years that he hved at Fez, in 
tae Prince's Service, he taught him how he mighr 
take any thing with a Gun, whether it were on 
the Earth, or in the Air, and ſhew*d him ſeveral 
other Games unknown to the Moors. By theſe 
ways, he had ſo infinuated himſelf into the 
Prince*'s Favour , and was become {ſo neceliary 
in his Divertiſements, that he would nor hear of 
any Ranſom for him, but endeavour'd by all the 
obligations he could lay on him, to make him 
forget his own Countrey. But the regret he con- 
ceiv*d, that he ſhould not once more lee it, put 
him into a Melancholy,which ſoon after ended in 
his Death, to which it was not long ere his Wife 
tollow'd. bim. Mule; felr ſuch a certain remorſe, 


that he had not ſet him at Liberty , rogerher with 
bis 
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his Relations, ſincethey had by their Services de- 
ferv'd it,and ſo refolv'd to repair towards theit 
Children, the injury he thoughthe had done the 
Parents. The Daughter was named Dorotea, much 
about the ſame Age with Sophia, handſom and 


witty. Her Brother was not above fifteen years -_ 


of Age, and his Name Sancho. Mule: pitch'd 
on them to accompany Sophia , and took that 
opportnnity to ſend them together into Spazy. 
The buſineſs was kept very ſecret ; Mens cloaths, 
according to the Spaniſh mode , were made for 
the two Gentlewomen and little Sancho. Mule; 
ihewd his Magnitficence in the great quantity of 
Jewels he beftow*d on Sophia. He alſo beſtow*d 
very noble Preſents on Dorotea, which added to 
thoſe her Father had  receriv'd from the Prince's 
Liberality , made her a-very conſiderable For- 
tune.  - 
About this time, Charles the Fifth was engag'd 

ina War in Afick, and had beſieg'd the City of 
Tunis. He had ſent an Ambaſlador to Mule, to 
treat about the ranſom of certain Spaniards , per- 
ſons of Quality, who had been caſt away on the 
Coaſt of - Morocco. To this Ambaſlador did 144- 
lei recommend Sophia, under the Name of Dor 
. Fernand, a Gentleman of Quality, who defir'd 
not to be known by his own Name ; and Doreo- 
tea and her Brother were to be his Retinue , one 
as a Gentleman waiting on him, the other as a 
Page. Sophia and Zoraida could not part without 
regret, and many tears were ſhed on both ſides. 
Zoraidabeſtow'd on the fair Chrittiana Neck-lace 
of Pear], fo rich, that ſhe would not have re- 
ceiv'd it, if the obliging Moor , and her Hus- 
band Zulema , who had as great a kindneſs for 
B Sophia, 
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. * Sophia as his Wife, had not aflurd her, that ſhe 
* could not diſoblige them in any thing ſo much as 
© the refuſal of that pledge of their friendſhip. 

| © Zoraida made Sophia promiſe that ſhe ſhould 

© hear from her, by the way of Tangzers, Oran, or 

* ſomeother places which the Emperour was poſ- 

© fefS8'd of in Africk. 

* The Chriſtian Ambatladour took Shipping at 

> - Salley, having along with him Sophia, whom we 
* muſt henceforth call Dez Fernand. He came to 

' the Emperours Army , while it was yet before 

* Tunis. Our diſgnisd Spaniſh Lady was preſented 
*to him as a Gentleman of Andaluſia, who had 

* ſome time been aSlave to the Prince of Fez; ſhe 

* had no great reaſon to be ſo fond of her Life, as 

* to be afraid of engaging in the War, and being 

* now to act the part of Cavalier,ſhe could not,in 

© honour,avoid the performance of duty , as other 

© gallant perſons did , whereof the Emperours 

* Army was full. She thereupon liſted her ſelf 

* among the Voluntiers, miſsd no deſign that 

* was undertaken, and ſignaliz'd her feifupon all 

* occaſions, ſo as the Emperour came to hear 

; " much of the counterfeit Don Fernand. Nay, ſuch 
* was her good fortune, that ſhe happer'd to be 
* near him, when in the heat of an engagement, 
© Wherein the diſadvantage was on the Chriſttan 

* ſide, he fell into an ambuſcado of Moors, was 

* forſaken by bis party, and encompaſ'd by the 

* Infidels, and inall probability he kad been kil'd 
* there, his Horſe having already recciv*d thar 

* fate under him; ifour Amazon bad not mounted 

*him on hers, and ſeconding his Valour with 

* unexpreſlible efforts,given the Chriſtians time to 

* ſce their errour, and to come in to the rehefof 

that 
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that Valiant Emperour. So ſignal an aCtion was 
not unrecompenled ; the Emperour beſtow?*d on 
the unknown ' Dex Fernand a Commandery of 
Saint Fames,of a vaſt Revenue ,and the Regim- 
ent of Horſe of a certain Spaniſh Lord, who had 
been kilPd in the laſt Engagement. He alſo be- 
{tow?*d on him the equipage of a perſon of Quality 
and from thenceforward, there was not a Perſon 
in the whole Army more highly eſteen”d or more 
conſiderable than this Valiant Virago. All the aCti- 
ons of man were ſo natural to her ; her Coun- 
tenance was ſo fair,and made her ſeem ſo young; 
her Valour was-to admirable confidering her 
youth ; and her Prudence and Conduct ſo re- 
markable, that there was not any perſon of 
Quality or Command in the Army, but courted 
her Friendſhip. Ir is not therefore much to be 
admird, if all pleading for her, but eſpecially 
her noble and heroick Actions, ſhe” came in a 
ſhore time to be her Maſters greateſt Favourite. 

About this time,there came over ſome Recruits 
from Spazn, in thoſe Veſſels which brought over 
Money and Ammunition for the Army. The 
Emperour would needs ſee them himſelf in their 
Arms, accompany*d by the chiefeſt Commanders, 
among whom was our Amazon. Looking very 
_ earneſtly on theſe Recruits, ſhe imagir'd that ſhe 
had ſeen Doz Carlos, nor was ſhe nuitaken. She 
could not be at reſt all that day ; ſheſent to 

find him out among the new Levies, but he could 
not be found, in regard he had chang'd his name. 


ſhe flept not all night, got up with the San, to 


find out, her ſelt', - that dear Lover which had 
coſt her ſo many tears. She found him, and was 
not known by him, ſhe being grown ſomewhat 
taller , 
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ta{ler, and the ſultry heat of 4frick having a litt!E 
 Chang*d the complexion of her Countenance. She 
pretended to take him for another ofher acquaint- 
ance, and ask*d him what news from Sev, and 
how ſuch a perſon did, naming the firſt came into 
her mind. Don Carlos told her ſhe had miitaken 
him, that he had never beenar Sewz/, and that he . 
was of Valentia.' * You are extremely like''s 
perſon I lovd: very ' well, ( ſays Sophia, I would 
ſay, Dom Fernand) and- for that reſemblance=, T 
*will be your Friend, if you find in your ſelfno 
*ayerſion to become mine. The ſame reafon , 
© ( rephes Don Carlos,) which obliges you to profter 
* me your friendſhip, had already enfurd mime? to 
* you, if:1t be worth your acceptance. You are 
* ſomewhat like a perſon I have a long time. been 
*m love: with; you have her Countenance and 
Voice, but you are not of the ſame Sex, ard 
*certainly, added he with a deep ſigh, you are 
*not of her Humour. Sophia could not forbear 
bluſhing at thoſe words of Dew Carlos, which he 
took no notice of haply, by reaſon iis eyes, Which 
began to be moiſtned with tears, could not well 
perceive the alterations of Sophia's countenance. 
She was troubled, and not able at the preſent to 
diſſemble it, ſhe deſired Dor Carics to come to 
her Tent, where ſhe would expect him, and o left 
him, after he had deſcrib'd his Quarter, and to:d 
him that he was known in the Army by the name 
of Don Fernand, one of the | 
At the hearing of that Dez 
Carlos was afraid he had not renderd him the re- 
ſpect due to his Quality. He had already heard 
what eſteem he was in with the Emperour, and 
that he was as niich m favour with him as ary 
F* -: about 
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about-the Court. , He ſoon found out his Quarter 
and.Tent, which any one could direct him to, and 
he was as well receiv'd by him,as a ſimple Carvali- 
er could expect to be,by one of the chiefeſt Field- 
Officers. He again. imagin'd he diſcover*d Sophia's 
countenance, in that of Don Fernand ; was more 
aſtoniſhed at ir;/than he had been before, and that 
much more at the ſound of his Voice, which en- 
tred into his very Soul, aud there renew*d the re- 
membrance of that perſon, for whom, of all the 
world, -he had had the oreateſt affection. 

In the mean tume, Sophia, undiſcoverd by her 
Lover, entertains him at dinner, which done, ſhe 
commands all the Servants to with-draw, and ha- 
ving:given order that none ſhould viſit her, was 
told a-ſecond time, by that Gentleman, that he 
was of Valentia, and afterwards very patiently | 
heard him relate whar ſhe knewas well as himſelf 
of their common adventures, tothe day that he 
intended to have carried her away., * Could: you 

* 1magine, Sir ( {aid Don Carlos to her ,) that a 
« Gentlewoman of ſich Quality, who had re- 
* ceiy?d ſo many allurances of my Love, and had 

* given me as many of hers, ſhould be wanting 
« in. point of fidelity and. honour ; ſhould have 
the ſiabrilty to ſmother ſuch great failings, and 
* be {© blinded in her choice, as to prefer, beſore 

{Mme, a young Page I had, who carried her away 

* from me, the day before 1 ſhould have done it. 
© Bur are you fully convinc'd it is ſo, ( /ays Sophia 

*;o bim.) All things are in the diſpoſal of 
© Chance which ſometimes is in an humour to 

* Confourd our ratiocinations. by ſuch efiects., 

*-We leaſt expect. *Tis poſlible , your I Miſtreb 


3ay have been forc*d to that ſeparation from you 
© and 
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© andit may be, is rather unfortunate, than charge- 
*able with any miſcarriage. O that it were the 
* pleaſire of the Gods replies Dex Carlos, T could 
* make the leaſt queſtion of it, I ſhould comfor- 
* tably endure all the loſſes and misfortunes it hath 
*caus'd me, nay, I ſhould nor think my ſelf un- 
© fortunate could I but imagine that ſhe were 
* ſtill faithfull ro me ; but ſhe 1s only ſuch to the 
© perfidious Claudio, and never preterded love 
© to the wretched Don Carlos, but to ruine him. 
* Methinks, it may beinferrd from what you ſay, 
© (replies Sophia,) that you never had any great atte- 
*ction for her, when your charge againſt her ts 
* without your hearing what ſhe may have to al- 
© ledge for her ſelf, and you repreſent her, not 
© only as an unconſtant, bur alſo as a wicked per- 
*{on. And could any one have been a more wicked 
* than ſhe hath prov*d, ( cries Den Carlos, ) when , 
* to elude the ſuſpition of having been carried a- 
* way by the Page, ſhe left in her Chamber the 
* very night ſhe vaniſf'd trom her Fathers, a Let- 
© ter, writ with the greateſt malice imaginable , 
* which hath reduc'd me to more ſenſible mileries, 
© that than it ſhould ever get out of my memory 
© When you have heard it, you will hapiy beable 
*to judge What Sycophancy ſo vourg a Ins 
* could be guilty of. 


THE LETTER. 


SIR, 
O @V ſhould not have forbidden me to 
love Don Carlos, after you had once 
laid your C ommands on me to do it. 2 file> 
| ” 4 rit 


by 
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rit ſo great as his muſt needs have raisd in 
me an Afﬀetion for him proportionable theres, 
to, aud when the mind of a young Perſon 
is prepoſſeſs d with ſuch a paſſion , it is ſo 
- fill d,that there is no place for intereſt. Know 
then , that I go hence with him ; whom you 
were pleas d 1 ſhould affeft, eveu from my 
& Infancy , and without whom it were as in- 
"poſſible for me to Live , as it would be , not 
to dye a thouſand times a day, with a Stran- 
ger, whom I cannot any way fancy , even 

| though he were much richer than he is. Oar 
offence , if it be any , deſerves your pardon ; 
which if you grant us , we will return to re- 
ceive it, with greater ſpeed, they we are now 
forcd to, to avoid the unjuſt violence you 


would do us. 
SOPHIA. 


© You may eaſily imagine(continu'd Don Carlos,) 

* the extreme grief which Sophia*'s Parents con- 
*cerv*d at the reading of this Letter. They were in 
* hopes I might be ſtill with their Davghter,either 
*1n/alentia, or not far from it. They Gi{coverd 
* not their loſs to any but the Vice-Roy ,who was 
© their. Kinſfran , and it was hardly light the nexr 
* iNCrning , When ſome Officers coming into my 
* room found me aſleep. I was, as well I mighr, 
* very much ſtartled at fuch a viſit, and when,at- 
*rer they bad asKkd me where Sophia was, I alſo 
* made 


— 
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* made the ſame queſtion to them, my adverſaries 
* were incensd, and violently dragg*d me to pri- © * 
| "fon. I was examir'd, and could make no plea - 
1 * for my ſelfagainit Sophiz's Letter. It was clear , 
* that I had a deſign to have carried her way ; but 
| * it appeared withal, that my Page had vaniſfd at 
B * the ſame time with her. Sophia*s Parents ſent 
| * people to find her out, and my friends,on the 0- 
* ther ſide , made. diligent ſearch where the Page 
* might diſpoſe of her.This was the only means to 
* clear me; but we never could hear any thing of” 
* theſe Fugitive Lovers , whereupon my enemies 
*clrarg'd me with the death of them both. Ar 
| *laſt, injuſtice, back'd with power, carrrd it 
, * againſt oppreſs9d innocence. Notice was given 
, * me that I ſhould ſoon receive my ſentence, and 


* that it would be that of death. I hoped not that 
© Heaven would do any miracles on my account, 
*and fo I thought 1t my beſt way to endeavour 
* the recovery of my liberty by an Act of deſpair. 
* I joyr'd my ſelf to certain Bandits , who were 
* priſoners as well as my ſelf, and all perſons of 
| * reſolution. We for©d the Priſon-doors , and , 
* aſſiſted by our Friends , got into the Mountains 
| * about Valentia,ere the Vice-Roy had any notice 


* of our eſcape. We continw'd a long time Maſters 
* of the Field. Sophia's inconſtancy , the proſe- 
* cution of her Friends, the injuſticeI thought done 
* me by the Vice-Roy,and in fine, the loſs of my 
* eſtate, put me into ſuch deſpair,chat I hazzarded 
* my Life in all the engagements wherein my Ca- 
* merades and my ſelf mer with any reſiſtance ; 
* and by that means I got intoſuch reputation with 
* them, that they.made me their Chief. I benavd 
* my If in that charge ſo ſucceſsfully, that our 

© Party 
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* Party became dreadful to the Kingdoms of 
* Arragon and Valentia, and we grew o infolent , 
* as to impoſe a Contribution on thoſe Countries. 
* There make a dangerous diſcovery to you, but 
© the honour you do me, and my own inclination, 
* do fo far enſlave me to you, that I am willing 
* to put my life into your hands, by accquainting 
* you With the greateſt ſecrets of it. Ar laſt, I 
* grew weary of that lewd courſe of life ; I got 
© away from my Camerades, when they leaſt ſuſ- 
* pected I ſhould, and took my way to Barcelona, 
*wherel was entertauwd only as a private Gen- 
*tleman, in the Recruits ready to be tranſported 
*into Africk , which have ſince joyrd with the 
*Army. I bave no creat reaſon to ben love with 
* my life, and having been guilty of ſuch a mil- 
*Expence thereof, I cannot employ it better than 
* againſt the enemics of my Religion, and to ſerve 
* you, fincethe gooaneis you are plea&d to exprels 
© towards me, hath given me theonly joy, my 
* foul hath been capable of, ever ſince the mot 
* urgrateful woman 1in the world hath made ine 
*tne moſt unhappy of all men. 

Sophia , undiſcover'd, took the part. of Sophia 
unjuitly accuſed, and omitted nothing that might 
induce her Lover, to forbear judging his Mittris fo 
rigorouſly, till he were more fully fatisfd of her 


oitence. She told the unfortunate Cavalier, that ſhe 


conceryd her ſelf very much in his misfortunes ; 
that ſhe wifh'd it in her power to alleviate them , 
& to give greater expretiſions thereof than words; 
that ſhe defir'd him to except ofa relation to her, 
and when occation ſerved, ſhe would employ all 
the credit ſhe had with the Emperour, and the in- 
tereſt of all her Friends,” te reſcue him from the 

PIO 
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proſecution of Sophia's, and the Vice-roy of Va- 
lentia. | | 

Don Carlos would not admit of any thing urgd 
by the counterfeit Don - Fernand, in the vindica- 
tion of Sophia, but accepted of the entertainment 
he proferrd him. That very day, that conſtant 
Miſtreſs ſpoke to the Commander, under whom 
Dox Carlos was, that being a Kinfman of hers, he 
might be under her command. Thus is our unfor- 
tunate Lover receiv?d into the ſervice of his Mi- 
ſtreſs, whom he thought, either dead,or had for- 
ſaken him. He finds himſelf, as ſoon as entertaind 
very highly in his favour whom he thonghthis Ma- 
iter, and wonders how hz comes, 19 ſuddenly to 
be ſo much loved. He is immediatelv made his 
Treaſurer, Secretary and Confident. The reſt of 
the ſervants reſpect him .little leſs then Dor Fer. 
and himſelf, and no doubt he might be happy, in 
the love of a Maſter that ſeems ſo amtable to him, 
and whom a ſecret inſtinct forces him to love, if 
loſt Sophia, if unconſtant Sophia, did not perpetu- 
ally preſent her ſelf to his imagination, and gave 
hima ſadne(s, which the Caretles of fo dear2a Ma- 
ſter and his better'd fortune were not able to 
ſmother . Though Sop/za had a tendernets for him, 
ver was ſhe not diſÞleas'd to {ee him troubled, nor 
doubting but ſhe was the canſe of his affliction, 
She often diſcoursd with hin concerning Sophza , 
and ſometimes with ſo much earnitneſs, nay, 1- 
dignation and bitterneſs, vindicared her whom Doz 
Carlos ehargd with no lefsa crime than a forienure 
of faith and honour, that at laſt he imaginvd,rhac 
Don Fernand, who would be {till harping on tie 
ſame ſtring had ſometime been a ſervant to Sophig 


and haply was till. 
4 The 
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The War in Africk came to the period men- 
tiowd in the Hiſtory thereof. The Emperour car- 

ried it on afterwards in Germany, Traly, Flanders , 
re other places. Our Female Warrior, under 
the name of Den Fernand, added to the reputation 
ſhe had before of a valiant and experienc'd Com- 
mander, by many Gallant encounters,wherem ſhe 
ſhewd no leſs valour than condutt , though the 
latter of thoſe qualities be feldom found in a perſon 
{o young, as her Sex maae her appear. The Em- 
Perour was obiig'd to £0 into Flanders , and to 
tat End, to deſire the King of France to give him 
paſtage through his Countries The great Monarch 
who then reigwd, would needs, in generoſity and 
confidence, ſurpaſs a mortal enzmy,who had ever 
ſurpaifd him in good fertune,whereof he had not 
at a!l times made gocd uſe. Charles the Fifth was 
Teceiv*d into Paris, as if he had been King of 
France, The fair Don Fernand was one of rhe 
fnall number of perſons of wr who accompa- 
ned bim ; andif bis Maſter had made a longer ſtay 
m that gallant rnd the beauriti:) Spamijh Lady 
tiken for a man , had raisd love in many of the 
French Ladies , and jiealoutic in ſome cf the mott 
accom p.1h"d Countrics. 

in the mean rime , the Vice-Rov cf Valentia 
QteE IN Spa: im. Dez Fern and, encouraged by the at- 
ſ.Cuon bis Maſter bore him , and the ſervices he 
had 6on2, prefunrd to dem and rhat important 
Cargo, and obraird It, Witnont much envy. He 
{o0n ACquamnte da Dor: Carles wi !th rhe. good ſucces, 
ang put Fim in hop<s,rhat,as ſoonas he had taken 
polieffion of the Government of Valentia, he 
wou'd accommodare tro ditierence berween o 11 
and rhe Relations of Sophia ; Procure his pardan 
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from the Emperour, for having been chief Com 
mander among the Bandits,and endeavour to pu 
him into poſſeſſion of his Eſtate. 

Don Carlos might have derived ſome comfort 
from all theſe noble promiſes , had not the mis- 
fortune of his Love made him abſolutely diſconſo- 
late. The Emperour came into Span, and went 
ſtreight to Madrid. and Don Fernand went to 
take poſſeſſion of his Government. The next day 
after his arrival at Valentia , Sophia*'s Relations 
preſented a Petition againſt Don Carlos, who was 
Steward and Secretary to the Vice-Roy. The * 
Vice-Roy promisd them juſtice; and Don Carlos , 
that he would protect his innocence. A new In- 
dictment was put in againſt him ; the Witneſſes 
were examiiPd a fecond time, and in fine, So- 
phia*s Reiations,exeſpzrated at the loſs of her,and 
out of a deiire of revenge, which they conceiv*'d 
juſt, folcited the buſineſs fo earneſtly,that,in five 
or {ix days it was ready for judgment. They de- 
{1114 ttat the perion indicted might be ſent to pri- 
ſon ; the Vice-Rovy gave them his word, that he 
ſhould not ſtir out of his houſe,and ſer down a day 
to paſs judgment on him. 

The Eve of that fatal day,which held the whole 
City of Valentia in ſufpence, Dom Carlos defird 
a private audience of the Vice-Roy , which was 
?ranted him. Caſting himſelf at his feer, © May it 
* p:eaſe your Highnels, (faid he to him) to morrow 
*15 the time, that you are to ſatisfie all the world 
* of my innocency, Though the witneſſes I have 
* prodnc'd abſolutely clear me of the crime laid 
* tO my charge, yet I now come to afinre your 
* Highne's with as much fincerity , as if I were in 
* ke preſznce of God, that I had not only no 

* hand 
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* hand in the carrying away of S»phza, but withal, 
* that, the day before ſhe was carried away, Idid 
*not ſo much as ſee her, nor ever heard of her 
* ſince. True it is, that I ſhould have carried her 
* away, but a misfortune,to me yet unknown, re- 
* mov'd her hence, either to my ruine, or her 
© own. 

: £ No more , no more, Don Carlos, { ſays the 
Vice-Roy to him, )go thy ways, and take thy reſt 

* ſecurely ; I amthy Maiter and Friend, and better 
* infornyd of thy innocence than thou doſt ima- 
* gine ; nay, though I might doubt of it, yet ſhould 
* I not be oblig'd to be too exact to fatiste my 
* ſeif, ſince thou artin my houte, and of my houſe, - 
* and that thou camef{t not hither with me , bur 
* upon the promiſe I mad? to protect thee. Dor 
Carlos rendred his thanks to fo obliging a Maiter 
with all the eloquence he was maſter of. He wenr 
to bed, and the impatience he was in to ſee him- 
ſeifclear'd, would not ſutfer him to ſteep. He gor 
Up at the break of day, and having dreſgd himſelf 
ſomewhat above his ordinary garb, waited at the 
riſing of his Matter. Burt hold a little, I am mi- 
ſtaken, he went not into his Chamber till all his 
Cioatis were on ; for from th2 time that Sop5ia 
had diſzuigd her Sex, only Dorotea, the confident 
of her diſgutte, lay in her Cuamber ; and did all 
tioſe ſervices, which done by another might have 
diſcover'd what ſhe would have kept conczard. 
Den Carlos therefire entred into the Vice-Roys 
Chamber, as ſoon as Dororea had oper'd it for all 
viſitants ; and tre Vice-Roy no looner law him , 

but he reproact'd him with his early riting, being 

a perſon accugd who wou!d have himſelf thought 

innocent, and to!d him. that a perſon who co12.- 


not ſleep betray*d ſomething that lay heavy on his 
| Conſcience. 
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Conſcience. Don Carlos a little troubled, made 
him anſwer, that it was not ſo much the fear of 
being found guilty, as the hope of detying the fur- 
ther proſecutions of his enemies, by the juſtice 
he expected from his Highneſs, that had hindred 
him ſrom ſleeping. © But you are very neatly 
* dre{sd , and gallant, ( ſays the Vice-Roy to him, ) 
*andI find you very calm, conſidering your life 
*1s in ſo greata hazard. I am now at a loſs what 
; KG... think of the crime wherewith you ſtand 
* charg'd. As often as we fall into diſcourſe Con- 
* cerning Sophia, you ſpeak of her with leſs ear- 
* neſtneis and more indifference than I do; and 
*yetI am not charg'd, as you are, to have ever 
© been lov'd by her, and to have murther'd her : 
* and poſſibly young Claudia too , on whom you 
* would caſt the charge of her conv eyance away. 
* You affirnvd that you have lov'd her, ( continwd 
* the Vice-Roy, Yand yet you live after you had loſt 
© her, and you have omitted nothing that could 
* bedone in order to vour diſcharge and quiet ; 
* you, who ſhould rather bz weary of your life , 
* and hate whatever might tend to the 'preſerva- 
* tion of it. Ah! unconſtant Dez Carlos, it muſt 
* needs be that ſome other Love hath induc'd you 
© to forget the inclinations you had for loſt S0- 
* phia, if ſo be you ever truly lov'd her , when 
* ſhe was wholly yours, and durſt do any thing for 


* your ſake. 


Don Carlos, half dead at theſe words of the 
gg any , Would have made ſome reply there- 
, but he would by no means pernut him. 
CO. come, hold your peace, ( /aid he to him, 

* with a ſevere countenance ,) and reſerve your 
eioquence for Your Jidges ; for my part, [ ſhall 

* not 
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© not be ſurpriz'd therewith, nor, on the account 
* of one of my menial ſervants, raiſe in the Em- 
© perour an !!l opinion of my integrity. And there- 
© fore in the mean time, ( added the Vice-Roy , 
* turning to the Captain of the Guard, ) let him be 
©ſecurd ; he,who broke priſon, may much rather 
© his promiſe , when he finds there are no other 
* hopes of impunity,than what may be had by an 
© eſcape. 

Immediately Dox Carloss Sword was taken 
from him, which rais'd a great compaſſion 1n all 
thoſe who ſaw him encompas'd by the Guards , 
caſt down and difcourag*d, and having much ado 
to keep in his tears. While the poor Gentleman 
was repenting himſelf, that he had not been fſut- 
ficiently diſtruitful of the unconſtant humour of 
CGrandees; the Judges, before whom he was to be 
tried,entred the room, and took their places, after 
the Vice-Roy had taken his.. The [aſian Count, 
wno had continu'd all this time at Valentia , and 
the Father and Mother of Sophia appear d , and 
produc'd their witnefles againſt the Prifoner, who 
was now at ich a loſs , that he hardly had tne 
courage to plead for himſelf. They ſhew®d him 
the Letters which he had ſometimes written to 
Sophia ; the Neighbours were brought 1n,and the 
Domeſticx of Sophizs houſe , and at laſt there 
was produced againſt him the Letter ſhe had left 
in her Chamber, the day he had deſigifd to carry 
her away. The Priſoner brought in- his Dome- 
ſticks, wao depos'd, that they had ſeen their Ma- 
ſter in B-q ; but he might have got up after he 
had mad? ti2m believe he was aſleep. For his 
own part, he ſwore very liberally,that he had nor 
carried away Smpoir, ard repreiented 1t to the 

Judges, 
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Judges, that it was the moſt improbable thing im 
the world,that he ſhould carry her away,ſoon after 
to be ſeparated from her : but a further charge 
againſt him was, that he had murtherd her, and 
alſo the Page,the confident of his Loves. There 
remain'd only to paſs the Sentence, and no doubt 
it would have been that of dea th,when the Vice- 
Roy order him to approach,and ſpoke to him in 
theſe words. 

* Unfortunate Don Carlos! Thou maiſt well 
* conclude , after all the demonſtrations of af- 
* fection thou haſt received from me, that, if I 
*could have but ſuſpected thee guilty of the 
* crime laid to thy charge I ſhould. not have 
* brought thee to YValentia., There's no way tor 
© me but to condemn thee , unleſs I would begin 
* the exerciſe of my charge by an Injuſtice , and 
* thou maiſt Jadge how much1lam troubled at thy 
* misfortune,by the tears I ſhed tor thee. ?I were 
* poſlible thy adverſaries might be fatisfy*d, were 
* they of a Lower Quality, or leſs reſolv*d upon 
* thy deſtruction, In a-word , if Sephia appears 
* nor her ſelf to vindicate thee , prepare thy ſelf 
* for death. 

Don Carlos, at this, deſpairing of all ſafety,caft 
bimfelf at the Vice-Roy's feet , and ſaid to him. 
* Your Highneſs may be pleasd to remember , 
* that, in Africk , even from the firſt time I had 
* the honour to be entertain'd into your ſervice , 
* and whenever your Highneſs engag*d me in the 
* tedious relation of my misfortunes ; I ever re- 
' lated them in the ſame manner ,and you mighr 
* preſume, tnat, in thoſe Countries,and all other 
* Pzaces, I ſhould not have affirnid to a Maiter , 
* who io tighly konour'd me with his affection , 

* what 
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* what I ſhould here deny before a Judge. Iever 
* told your Highneſs the naked Truthas ſincerely 
*as to my God, andI tell you ſtill, that I lovd , 
* that I ador'd Sophia, How ! fay that thou 
* ador'lt her , ungrateful Man ? ( ſays the Vice-roy 
* to him ſurpriſmng all the Aſſembly Þy his Aion. ) 
*Yes, I do adore her, replies ( Don Carlos , very 
* much , aſtoniſh'd at what the Vice-Roy had 
© ſpoken.)1 promis'd to marry her, ( continuw'd he, ) 
* and we agreed together, that I ſhould carry her 
*away to Barcelona. But if I did etteCtually 
* convey her hence, if I know where ſhe is, let 
* me be put to the moſt cruel death can be ima- 
*gi?d, -I cannot avoid it ; bur I ſhalldye in- 
* nocently , unleſs it may be ſaid I have deſerv'd 
* death, for loving , even beyond my own Life , 
*an unconſtant and perftidious creature. But 
* what is become of this perfidious Creature and 
*thy Page, ( cries the Vice-Roy, with a furious 
* Countenance? ) Are they gone up into Heaven ? 
* Are they ſink down under the Earth ? The Page 
* was a Gallant, ( replies Don Carlos, ) ſhe was 
© handſome ; he was a Man, ſhe was a Woman, 
* Ah Traitor! (ſaid the Vice-Roy to him,) how haſt 
* thou now diſcover'd thy baſe ſuſpitions,and the 
* little eſteem thou hadſt for the unfortunate 
© Sophia ! Curſed be the Woman that ſuffers her 
© felf to be cajolPd by the promiſes of Men , and 
© comes afterwards to be ſhghted for her cre- 
* dulity ! Neither was Sophia a Woman of ordi- 
© nary virtue,wicked Man ! nor thy Page Claudio 
* a Man. - Sophia was conſtant to thee ; and thy 
© Page was a diſtracted Woman in love with thee, 
© and robb*'d thee of Sophia, whom ſhe betray*d 


*as a Rival, Iam Sophia,unworthy , ungrateful 
© Lover 
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© Lover! Iam Sophia, who have ſuffered unima- 
© ginable miſeries,for a Man, that deſerv'd notto 
* be lov'd, and one who thought me guilty of the 
* greateſt infamy I could fall into. 

Sophia could ſay no more , her Father , who 
knew her,took her into his arms. Her Mother fell 
into a {wound , on the one ſide ; and Dex Carlos 
on the other. Sophia diſ-engag'd her ſelf from 
her Father , to goto the relief of the two per- 
ſons who had {wounded,but ſoon recover*d them- 
ſelves, while ſhe was in ſiſpence to whether of 
the two ſhe Thould rnn. Her Mother wept over 
her, ſhe did the like over her Mother. She em- 
brac'd, with all the tenderneſs imaginable,her dear 
Don Carlos, who had almoſt fallen into another 
ſound. Burt with mach ado he kept upon his 
teet, and not preſiming yer to kiſs Sophig's lips , 
as he could have wiſt'd , he reveng*d himfſeif on 
her hands, which he kifgd a thonſand times one 
after another. Sophia was hardly able to return 
all the embraces ſhe receid,and all the comple- 
ments that were made to her. The 1:alian Count, 
making his among the reft, would have entertain'd 
her with the pretenſions he had to her, as having 
been promis'd him by her Father and Mother. 
Don Carlos, who heard him ; quitted one of S0o- 
ph1a*s hands, which he was then greediiy kifling,, 
and drawing his Sword, which had been deliver d 
ro him, {et himſelf into {11ch a poſture, as put the 
whole ailembly into a fright and ſwearing after 
the rate of millions,made it -appear, that no hu- 
mane force ſhould deprive him of Sophia, if ſhe 
ner felf forbad him not to think of her. But ſhe 
dcclard,that ſhe would never have any other Hus- - 
band than her dear Don Car/os, and intreated her 

| Father 
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Father and Mother to conſent thereto, or reſolve 
to ſee her ſhut up in a Manaſtery for the remain- 
der of her Life. Her Parents gave her liberty to 
make her own choice,and the tahkay Count took 
Poſt that very day, for [aly,or ſome other place 
where he had a mind to go. 

Sophia diſmiſgd not the Afſembly , till ſhe had 
given them a relation of her adventures, which 
were admir'd by all. A perſon was diſpatch'd 


away expreſs to carry the news of this miracle to. 


the Emperour, who continrd to Don Carlos, after 
he had married Sophia, the Vice-Royalty and Go- 
vernment of Valentia; and all the kindnelles 
Which that Virago had deſervd under the name 
of Don Fernand,and beſtow*®d on that happy Lover 
a Principality , which his Poſterity enjoys to this 
day. The folemnities of the Nuptials were extra- 
ordinary, diſcharg'd by the City of Yalentia;and 
| Dorotea , who-put on Mary's Cloaths at the ſame 
time as Sophia, was alſo, at the ſame time, mar- 
ried to a Cavalier, a near Kinſman to Dor Carlos. 
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Orothea and Feliciana were the two 
moſt beautiful and moſt amiable La- 
dies: of any about the famous City 
of Sewil;; but though they had not 
been ſuch, their quality and great 
Fortunes were ſo conſiderable as 
might well engage all thoſe, who were deſirous to 


ve adyanta giouſly match'd,to make their addreſſes 
to 
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to them. It is not then to be doubted, but that, of 
Sutors, there was a pretty Catalogue,yet had not 
Don Manuel, their Father , declar'd himſelf in fa. 
vour of any Mar's pretenſions:and Dorethea,who, 
being the eider,ſhonld by the courſe ofthe Cards, 
be married firit; had,as well as her ſiſter, been fo 
reſerv'd in her demeanour and actions , that the 
moſt preſumptious of her humble Servants were 
in ſome doubt,whether their ſervices were kindly 
or unkindly received. Theſe two Beauties never 
went publickly to Maſs, -but they were attended 
by a number of the greateſt Gallants about the Ci- 
ty, wherein the Miracle was, that ſo many diffe- 
rent pretenſions ſhonld agree ſo well, and that in 
a ſuperſtitious Country young Gentlemen ſhould 
be guilty of any devotion, beſides that they have 
for their Miſtreſſes. Before they could get off 
their gloves to take a little Holy-water , other 
hands, ſome fair , ſome otherwiſe beſtow*d on 
them more than they needed, Their fair eyes were 
no ſooner off their Prayer-b6oks, but they were 
the centre of I know not how many immodeſt 
lnoks : and every ſtep , as they went out of the 
Church, they had falutations to return. 

Bur if they were thus importurd with court- 
ſhip in Churches, and publick places,where peo- 
ple conceive themfelves oblig?d to:'obſerve ſhme 
reſerv*dneſs , -thev wanted it not at Wofne, For, 
their Father's houſe being in the midſt 6f a ſpacious 
Plain;there paſgd not a day without ſome of rthofe 
divertiſements , whereby Lovers would infinuate 
themſelves into rhe favour. of their Miſtretles. 
And theſe our young Ladies took the more kindly, 
r-that they rade that reſtraint, which the tyrare 
meal cuſtom of the Country impoſes on their w 
the 
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the more ſupportable to them. In the day time, 
Cavalcades, Tilring,and ſuch exerciſes were their 
entertainment , every night ſeveral forts of Mu- 
ſick. One day above the reſt, there came an un- 
known Perſon who did ſuch things as aſtoniſh*d 
all the beholders, and had been particularly ob- 
ſerved by the two fair Siſters, to be one ſo neatly 
made;as if Nature had intended him for a pattern. 
Several Gentlemen of Sevil, who had known him 
in Flanders, where he had the command of a Re- 
giment of Horſe, invited him to make one at their 
ſport of Tilting, which he did, habited as a Soul- 
dier. | 

Not long after, there happened to be at Sewil, 
the ceremony of the Conſecration of a Biſhop. 
The ſtranger we ſpoke of before,who went under 
the name of Dox Sancho de Sylva , came into that 
Church where it was to be performed, with ſeve- 
ral others the greateſt Gallants about the City , 
and the two fair Siſters, Dorothea and Felicina de 
Monſaluo were alſo there among divers Ladies,all 
diſguis'd according to the mode of Sewvil , with 
mantles of a thick ſtuff, and hats with plumes of 
feathers in them. It was Don Sancho's fortune to 
ſtand between the two Siſters, and another Lady, 
with whom he would have enter'd into fome diſ- 
courſe, bur ſhe civilly intreated him , to forbear 
ſpeaking to her, and to reſign the place he was in, 
to a perſon ſhe expected, to meet her there. Ds; 
Sancho complrd with her deſires , and thereupon 
turning about , he makes towards Dorothea de 
Afon[alvo, who ſtood nearer him than her Siſter, 
and had obſerved what complements had paid 
between him and the other Lady. ©1 was in 
hopes Madam, ſaid he, addreſmg himſelf to ker , 
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* that, being a ſtranger in this place, the Lady to 
* whom 1 would have ſj poken, would have vouch- 
* {aPd me her converſation ; but ſhe hath puniſh'd 
the confidence I had to think that mine was not 
to be ſhghted. I acknowledge my overſight, and 
© I ſhall be more diſtruſtful of my ſelf another 
time. And therefore, be you plezſed, Madam 
to expreſs le{s rigour towards a Stranger, whom 
vou have ſeen treated with ſo much aiſreſpect , 
and, for the honour of the Sewil};an Ladies, to 
give him occaſion to make ſome acknowledg- 
ment of their kindneſs. You rather give me 
* OCcafjon to treat you with as much contempt as 
the other Lady did, repizes Dorothea , ſince your 
© applications ro me are the effects of her refuſal 
y - of them: bur that you may not have too great 
* cauſe to complain of the Ladies of this Country, 
* Iam content to: diſcourſe onely with you, as 
© Long as this Ceremony ſhall laſt , and thence , 
© beſides the kindneſs you may conceive done to 
* your ſelf, you may infer,that Thave not appoint- 
£d any one to meet me here. Being ſo excel- 
lent a perſon as I imagine you to be,/ays Don 
* Sancho, I cannot forbare wondering at it, but 
© mult withal conclude, that you are much tobe - 
*fear'd, or that the Gallants of this City are ve- 
* Iy Umorous,or rather that he,whoſe place I have 
raken UP, May be abſent. And do you think , 
" OIr , ſays Derothea to him , that] am ſo ignoranr 
1 The matter of loving | that, in the ablence of 
BY a Fallane , I cod nor forbare gOINg to an Al. 
*1embiy, Where 1 ſhoutd nor fail meeting with 
© {oOmM< other ? Take heed another time how you 
* pals fo raſh a cenſure,of a perion you know 
not. You would find, hiadam, replies Don San- 
CV, 
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; ch», that what you call my Cenſure 1s more to 
your advantage than you think, if you permit me 
* toſerve you anſwerably to the inclinations I have 
* for you. Our firſt motions are violent, and there- 
© fore not always to be follow'd, ſays Dorothea to 
*him ; beſides there is a great difficulty in what 
* you propoſe to me. Not any ſo great , replies 
© Don Sancho bur I ſhall be able to overcome, 
© when the reward of it is to become vour Ser- 
* vant. *Tis not a deſign to be compatled in few 
* days, ſays Dorothea ; 1 find you a perſon will be 
* ealily tranſported, in that you ſeem to have for- 
* gotten, that you only take Sev in your way 
* to ſome other place, and perhaps are yer tolearn, 
© that I ſhould nor take it kindly any man lovd 
© me, er paſſant, that is, by the way. Be you bur 
© pleaſed , Madam, ſaid he , to grant me what I 
© deſire, and I promiſe you not to go any further 
© than Sevil while I live. There 1s a great deal of 
* Spirit and Gallantry in what you ſay, replies Do- 
© rothea , -and thence I wonder much , that a per- 
* ſon who 1s able to fay ſich things , hath not ai- 
* ready made choice of a Lady, on whom he mighr 
© beſtow his gallantries. Proceeds it hence that he 
© thinks them not worth his trouble ? No, but ra- 
*ther out of a diſtruſt of his own ſtrength, ſays 
* Don Sancho. Anſwer me preciſely to what I 
* ask you, ſays Dorothea, and confidently tell me, 
* which of our Ladies is Mittreis of thoſe charms 
© that might force your ſtay at Sevil. TI have al- 
* ready told you, that it is in your pow2r ta doit 
* if you pleaſe, replies Dm Sancho. You never 
* ſaw m2, ſays Dorothea; it muit needs be ſom2 
* one that you have ſeen, therefore name ſome 
* other, Sinc2 you preſs ſo much upon m2, ſay; 
| fo = * Nan 
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© Don Sancho to ber, I muſt acknowledge , Ma- 
© dam, that if the Lady Dorotbea Manſalvo were 
* as ingenious as you are , I ſhould account that 
* man happy, Whoſe merit ſhe might value, and 
© whoſe ſervices ſhe might allow of. There are in 
* Sevil many Ladies as handſome as ſhe is , nay 
* many exceed her, ſays Dorothea, both in beauty 
* and wit, but ſince you are pleagd to pitch upon 
* her,pray tell me ſeriouſly,did you never hear it 
* reported, that ſhe favour'd any one of her Gal- 
© lants particularly above all the reſt? Finding my 
© ſelfata great diſtance from deſerving her , ſays 
* Dons Sancho , I never made it my buſineſs to en- 
© quire. And why do you think you might nor de- 
* ſerve her as well as another , ſays Dorothea ? 1 
© took you to be aperſon of greater courage than 
© to betray ſo great a diſtruſt of your ſelf. Had you 
© ſtud?d Ladies as much as I imagin'd you might 
© have done, you would have found them mighty 
© bumourſom and fantaſtick and that many times 
© the firſt onſet of a new comer makes a greater 
© progreſs in their affections, than ſeveral years 
© of ſervices rendred by thoſe Gallants, who are 
© never out of their ſight.From the character you 
© give thoſe Ladies, Madam ſays Don Sancho, 1 
© may infer you would be loth to be included in 
© the number, and ſo you take an ingenious way 
©*to rid your hands of me by encouraging me to 
* love ſome other Lady , and 1 clearly ſee , you 
*would have bur little regard of the ſervices for a 
© freſh Gallant, to the prejudice of one to whom 
* you had been long before engagd,though *twere 
* aut of ro other reaſon than that you would not 
© be thought humourous or fantaſtick. Take heed 
* how you entertain any ſuch thing in your imas 

* gination, 
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* gination, replies Dorothea, but rather -perſivade 
y your felf, that F am not to eaſily induCd to re- 
© ceive a witty complement for an aſſurance of a 
© growing inclination toward me, from a perſon 
* who never faw me. If there wants only that to 
* make way forthe amorous inclination I have for 
© you, replies Don Sancho, conceal not your ſelf 
; any longer,from a perfon,who,though a ſtranger 
* to you,is already infinitely taken with your wit. 
* I's poſſible you might not be ſo much with my 
* countenance , ſays the Lady. Ah Madam, ſays 
© Don Sancho, its impoſſible you ſhould be other- 
* wiſe than very beautiful when you ſo ingeni- 
© ouſly acknowledge that you are not ; and now I 
© am fully farisf\d you would be rid of me, either 
© becauſe you think me troubleſome,or that your 
© heart 1s already taken up. ?Twere therefore 
© unjuſt,the goodneſs oblig'd you to bear with me 
* thus far, ſhould be any longer preſsd upon, only 
© be pleagd to affure your ſelf, that what I have 
© ſaid was nor merely to paſs away the time with 
© you, but to make a ſincere proffer of that of my 
© whole life to ferve you. To fatisfie you, Sir re- 
* plies Dorothea , that I would not have that 
* thought loſt which 1 have ſpent in diſcourſing 
* with you, I ſhall be glad,ere we part, to know 
© wha you are. I can do no leſs than obey you , 
© replies he ; know then, Madam, whom I think 
*ſo amiable, though I have not ſeen, that I am 
© known by the name of Sylva ; that My Father 
*ls Governor of 2uztto in Peru ; and that by order 
© from him I am come to Sew ; and that I have 
© ſpent moſt part of my Life in Flanders, where 
© I have, by my Services, attain'd to the higheſt 


* Commands in the Army, and gotten a Com- 
Q 4 © mander 
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© mandery of Saint Fames. This is a ſhort account 
© of What I now am ; What I would be while I 
© live,it lies on you, Madam, to give me leave, in 
* ſome leſs publick placethanthis is,to aſſure yo. 
© That ſhall be as ſoon as I may conveniently do 
© it,replies Dorothea ; in the mean time, trouble nor 
© your ſelf to get any further knowledge of ms, 
© unleſs you will run the hazzard of never know. 
* ing me for your friend : only take this for your 
<, preſent ſarisfaCtion, that I am a perſon of quality, 
© and that my face is ſuch as will not frighten any 
* body. | 
F. Do Sancho was fatisfy'd , and having , with a 
low Congee.,taken his leave of her, he thruſt bhim- 
ſelf in among a great number of fine Gallants , 
who were very ſeriouſly diſcourſing together : 
There are a ſort of ſevere Ladies, who may be 
More particularly known by the character I ſhall 
here give of them, to wit, ſich as extremely con- 
cern themſelves in the conduct and demeanour of 
others, and are very ſecure as to their own ; who 
imagine themſelves the only fit Judges of what 
1s well or ill done, though there may be good wa- 
gers laid of their virtue, as a thing whereof there 
3s no great certainty, and think that upon the di(- 
covery of a little brutiſh rudeneſs, they. may pre- 
tend to ſupererogation in point of Honour, thongh 
the miſcarriages of their greener years gave more 
ſcandal, than their wrinkles will ever good exam- 
-Ple. Theſe-Ladies, I fay , who are very ſhort- 
ſighted in the ordinary occurrences of humane 
Life, will take occaſion to quarrel at the Author, 
.and affirm, that Madam Dorcthea was guilty.of a 
great want of reſerv*dneſs, and indiſcretion, nat 
only in being ſo over-free to favour a perſon 
| whonz 
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whom ſhe only knew by ſight, bur: alſo in per- 
mitting him to ſpeak ther of Love, and that if a 
young Gentlewoman , over whom they had any 
power,had done as much, ſhe ſhould make nolong 
abode in this world. But let theſe yet-to-be- 
taught Ladies learn from me, that every Country 
hath its particular cuſtoms, and that it in France, 
England, and ſome other parts, married Women 
and Maids, who are truſted to go any: where upon 
the ſecurity of their own good behaviour, are of- 
fended, or at leaſt ſhould be fo, at any the leaft 
expreſſion of Love; in Spain where they are 
kept in as Nuns, they rake it not amiis that an 
one ſhould tell them they love them, thongh rhe 
perſon that ſhould tell them ſo, had not any thing 
for which he might expect a return of his Love . 
Nay,they do much more they are the Ladies com- 
monly that make the fir!t overtures, and are fir't 
taken, in aſmuch as they are the laſt icen, ty tl iy 
Gallants , whom they have the advantage to ſee 
daily, in Churches, and other publick places, and 
ſometimes from their Balcomies and Chamber- 
windows. 

Dorothea acquainted her Siſter Fe{icina with 
the diſcourſe had paſgd between her and Pc 
Sancho, and made no mga. nl to tell her, that fc 
was more taken with the Stranger, than with afl 


the Gallants of Sevil, and her Siſter approved tire 


deſign ſhe had upon her Liderty. Therenpon the 
two fair Siſters bada great deal of ſerious di{conr(e 
together, concerning the advantagions priviieds.s 
Which the Men have above the Women , _ 
were ſeldom marricd without the content of ther 
Friends which many times happerd contrary to 
their __ , Whereas the Men were at liberty to 
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make choice, where they beſt fancied. © For my 
© part , ſays Dorothea to , her Siiter, I am conh- 
© dent, Love ſhall never be able to make me do 
© any thing contrary to my duty; butT am on the 
© other ſide fully reſolv*d never to be mezrried to 
© a Man, who ſhall not alone be polieſsd of what- 
© everl could wiſh in ſeveral others, and I had 
« rather ſpend my Life in a Monaitry, than in the 
* company of a Husband I couid not affect. Fe. 
liciana told her Siſter, that ſhe had taken the ſame 
reſolution, and they confirm*d one the other 
therein, with all the fine argumeuts, which their 
ingenuity could furniſh them with,upon that oc- 
caſion. Dorothea found it ſome difficu-ty to make 
gond the promiſe ſhe had made Don Sancho , of 
diſcovering her ſelf to him, and acquainted her 
Siſter how much ſhe was troubled thereat ; bur 
Feliciana , who was very fortunate in finding out 
expedients, put her Siſter in mind, that a certain 
Lady , a Kinſwoman of theirs , and one of their 
moſt intimate friends (for all of ones Kindred 
are not ſuch) would do her all the ſervice lay in 
her power, in a buſineſs wherein her quiet was fo 
much concern'd. * You know , ſays this beſt 
* natur'd Siſter in the world, that Marma, who 
* hath livd with ſo many years, 1s now married 
*to a Surgeon,who hath taken of our Kinſwoman 
f a little Houſe adjoyning to her own , and that 
* there is a common Entry between both. The 
* place where they ſtand is a remore ſtreet not 
* much frequented , and though it ſhould be ob- 
*ſerv'd , that we viſited our Kinſwoman oftner 
* than we had been wont, there would be no no- 
tice taken of Don Sancho*'s going into a SUTr- 


* geons,belides that the buſineſs may be ſo con- 
© triv*d, 
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: triv'd, that he may come thither onely in the 
night, and diſguigd. 

While Dorothea , with the aſliſtance of her 
Siſter , was Contriving how to compals this amo- 
rous interview ; while ſhe was diſpoſing her Kinſ: 
woman to ſerve her, and preparing Inſtructions 
for Marina, Don Sancho's thoughts were wholly 
taken up with the unknown Lady. One while he 
Is in ſuſpence whether the promiſe ſhe had made 
him, that he ſhould hear from her, were not an 
abuſe ; another he,imagin'd,that there was ſome- 
what in her laſt words which diſcover'd a certain 
kindneſs towards him. He ſaw her every day , 
though he knew her not,in the Churches or ſome. 
other publick places, receiving the odorations of 
her Gallants,who were all his intimate acquaint- 
ances, and the greateſt friends he had in Sev. 
He was one morning putting on his cloaths, his 
thoughts full of his unknown Miſtreſs, when a 
meſlage was brought, that there was a woman de- 
ſ1rd to ſpeake with him. Being conducted to his 
chamber,, he received from her this 


LEFT FER 


Hat you heard not ſooner from me, At, 
tribute not to any remiſſion of tat 

kindneſs T expreſsd to you at our firſt meet-= 
ing, but purely to want of convenience. 1f 
you ſtill perſiſt in a defire to be better known 
to me, receive direftions from the Bearer , 
. where you are to meet her in the evening, aud 
(he will condut you to the place, where 1 


{ball be ready to receive you. : | 
t 
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It may be eaſily imagin'd how gladly he enter- 
taind this meſſage , his tranſportation was ſuch , 
that he could not forbear embracing that happy 
Ambaſſadreſs , and he preſented her with a Gold 
Chain, which, after ſome ceremony, ſhe receiv*'d 
from him. She a ppointed him to meet her at a 
certain place in the dusk of the Evening, leaving 
him the moſt fatisfy*'d, but withal the moſt im- 
patient man in the world. At laſt night came ; 
he went to the place where the morning Ambaſla- 
dreſs expected him, trick'd np and perfunrd as if 
he had ſpent the whole day about it. He was con- 
ducted by her to a little obſcure Houſe , which 
looked ſomewhar ſuſpitionſly , and thence into a 
noble large Room, where he found three Ladies, 
all veiPd. He diſcover'd his unknown Miſtreſs by 
her Stature, and immediately broke forth into 
complaints , that ſhe would not vouchſafe to un- 
veil her ſelf. She ſtaid not for any further intrea- 
ties, whereupon ſhe and her Siſter uncovering 
their faces Don Sancho knew them to be the fair 
Siſters, Doroth:ia and Feliciana de Monſalwvo. 
© You are now convinc'd, ſays the Elder to him, 
* rakinx off her Ve, that 1 cold you bur truth, 
© when I afſur'd vou, that a Stranger might ſome- 
* times obtain that in a minute , which thoſe Gal- 
* lants whom a Lady ſees every day ſhould not 
* deſerve in many years : butI would have you 
* withal conſider with your ſelf, that you will be 
tie mo! nngratetul of all Men, 1f you do not 
* highly eitcem the favour I ſhew you, or paſs any 
*ceniur2 of it to my diſadvantage, though I told 
*you ſuch things migat be the effect of a fan- 
; * Cal tick humour. I ſhall ever value what I re- 


eive from you, aS1f it were ſent me from Hea- 
c 
ven 


Lg * 
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*ven, ſays the paſſionate Don Sancho, and you 
* ſhall ftind,by the care I ſhall take to preſerve 
* the kindneſs you do me, that if Iever loſe it, 
* it will not be my negligence , but my misfor- 
© tunes. 

This ſharp onſet was as eagerly pur{wd on both 
ſide, to the mutual ſatisfaction of the two Lo- 
vers ; Which the Miſtreſs of the houſe and Fel:- 
ciana perceiving, took occaſion to ſtand at a con- 
ſiderable diſtance from them, and ſo they had all 
the convenience they could have wiftyd, to coun- 
ter-Charge one the other with amorous comple- 
ments, and heighten the flames they had already 
raisd in each other ; nay, though the Love there 
was between them, might be accounted, conſider- 
ing the little time of their: acquaintance, very 
great,yet would they appoint another day,to make 
ſome additionals thereto, if any might be admit- 
ted. Dorothea promis'd Den Sancho that ſhe would. 
endeavour to ſee him as often as ſhe could : he re- 
turd her his moſt humble thanks, with all the 
Rhetorick he was Matter of. | 

Upon this Cellation of Diſcourſe, the two other 
Ladies came up to them , and they fell into it a- 
freſh, and continw'd the kind engagement,fo long, 
that Adarina thought it time to mind them of 
cher departure. Derothea was troubled at that 
aiarm, and Don Sancho grew pale and iitent ; but 
there was a neceility of parting. The tranſported 
Cavalier took occaſion the next day, - to write a 
Letter to his Miſtreſs, and fent it by the common 
Ambatiadrefs Marina , and ſhe returrd him ſuch 
an Anſwer thereto , as he could have wiftfd. 1 
{hall torbear inferring their amorous Epiitles here, 
Lecauſe there never came any of them to my 

Hands, 
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hands, and I am loth to foiſt in any of my own 
dreſling , out of a fear they might not prove as 
£00d as theirs. They had many interviews after- 
wards at the ſame place, and they ſpent the time, 
as they had done at the firſt, and ſo by a continued 
progreſs, their Loves came up to that fervency , 
that, abating their not ſhedding their blood as 
Pyramus and Thisbe are recorded to have done, 
they were not behind them, as to a violent tender- 
neſs one for another; *Tis commonly ſaid, that 
Love, Fire, and Money cannot be long conceaPd. 
Dorothea, who was in a manner tranſported with 
continual thoughts of her lovely Stranger,could 
not ſpeake of him with any moderation, ray, ſhe 
commended him ſo highly beyond all the Gentle- 
men of Sevil, that ſome Ladies, who would have 
carried on their defigns,ſecretly as ſhe did,hearing 
her incellantly ſpeaking of Don Sancho, and pres 
ferring him ſo as to call a certain contempt on 
thoſe they fancied, took notice of it; and were 
offended. Feliciana had often privately advis'd 
her , to ſpeak of him with more caution and res 
ſerv*dneſs ; nay many times, in company, when 
ſhe ſaw her tranſported with the pleaſure ſhe took 
in diſcourſing of her Gallant,had trod on her foot 
ſo hard as to make her cry out,arid find ſomewhat 
eiſe to talk of. 
Theſe diſcoveries were at laſt ſo obſerv'd, that 
a certain Cavalier, a Suitor of Dorothea's, had 
notice given him thereof, by a Lady he was inti- 
mately acquainted with. He was the more eaſily 
induc'd to believe, that Dorothea had a more than 
ordinary kindneſs for Den Sancho, When he con- 
fiderd,that ever ſince the coming of that Stranger 
to the City, thote who accounted themſelves the 
Slaves 
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thought himſelf the moſt heavily chain'd, had not 
received the leaſt favourable look from her. This 
Rival of Don Sancho's. was 4 perſon of great 
wealth, delcended of a noble Houſe,and much in 
favour with Don Manuel , who yet was the more 
backward to preſs his Daughter to marry him,in 
regard that when ever he ſpoke to her of it, her 
aniwer was,that ſhe wanted two or three years of 
beirg ripe for that ſtate. 

' This fame young Gentleman {( now his name 
comes into my head , Don Diego) before he en- 
gagd himſelf in an ation which might be charg'd 
with imprudence,thought it requiſite to be fully 
aſlurd of a thing, which yet he did only ſuſpect. 
He had a very ſpruce fellow that waited on him in 
his Chamber, one of thoſe inſolent attendants 
who think it is for their Maſters credit that they 
wear as. good Linnen as themſelves,or at leaſt 
wear theirs ; ard all, that they may be the more 
gracious in the eyes of the waiting women. This 
Servants name was Guzaman; he pretended much 
to ingenuity, out of a conceit that it had been de- 
riv'd to him fram that Country-man of his, whoſe 
adventuresare fo famous ;'but having.among other 
Endowments, a ſmattering in Poetry , he em- 
ploy*d his Talent in compoſing ſuch Romances as 
in other Countries are known by the name of Bak 
lads. He ſung them playing on his Gitthar, but 
ſo wretched!y,that his wry mouths and the ſtret©h- 
ing out of his tongue , ſpoiPd the diſcord,at leaſt 
to thoſe that look'd on him. He had alſo the 
graceful knack of dancing a Sarabrand,and never 
went without his Caitagnets. He had once ſome 
intentions to turri Comedian, but ſomewhat 1n his 


humour was not IiKd,for he was very much addi- 
ed 


ns 
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Ged to; Vapouring and Hedtorſhip ; - and to give 


you-a true-Charadcter of him,there was ſome ſuſpi- 


rion of his 'noQurnat atcheivments ; as being one 
yho.waquld bid people:ftand with as much confi- 


dence as a Conſtable, but, with this greater civili- 


Iv, that he would difmiſs their, perſons,and ſecure 


only what he found'abdut them. 
All theſe excellent Talents; heightr'd by a little 
eloquence, which reach'd: only fo far as he had 


read,and what he heard from his Maſter made atl- 


tne Waiting-Wemen , even thoſe who pretended 
to ſomewhat of Beauty, took on him as'the blank 
(1fT may make thar compariſon ) of their amo- 
Tous deſires. Dom Diezo gave him inftrifttions to 
£o and court Tfabella, a young Maid who waited 
on the two beautiful Siſters. "He went, and inft- 
nuated himſelf fo far into T/abella's favour;hat ſhe 
thought her ſelf the happieſt creature in the world 
fo be lovd by Guzman , nay., the kindneſs they 
had one for another grew to ſucha degree,that he 
became very earneſt inthe continuance of what he 
had begun. only to obey his Maſt>r. Tabella had 


fo well feather*d her Neft in her ſervice, thar ſhe 


might well be accounted a good fortune,for'the 
proudeft attendant of any in Span. Her Miſtreſſes 
treated her very kindly, andWere very liberal to 
ker,beſides ſomewhat ſhe had to expect from her 


Father, who was an honeſt Tradeſman. In fine, 
* "RANGE thought ic his beft courſe to make ſure of 


her,by propoling a match ;ſhe was as willing as he 
Was, ard took him at his word ; they made one 

another mutual promiſes of marriage, and ever 
after liv'd together as it ror CEremonies had paſgd 


Lerween then. 


: Things 


 . ER 
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Things ſtanding thus, Iſabella began to con- 
ceive an extream indignation againſt Marins, the 
Surgeons Wife, at whoſe houſe, Don Sancho ang 
Dorothea had their private meetings, and it trou- 
bled her much, that though ſhe had liy'd with her 
Miſtreſs before 'her, ſhe ſhould ſtill be her Confi- 
dent in a buſineſs of that nature, wherein the 1- 
berality of a favour'd Lover is very conſiderable. 


| She had heard of the Gold chain which Dox San- 


cho had beſtow'd on Marina, 'as allo of ſeveral 
other preſents he had made her, and imagin'd ſhe 
might have received many more, which ſhe knew 
nothing of. This raid a deadly hatred in her 
againſt Adarina, which. makes me think, that the 
pretty Gentlewoman was not a little troubled. 
It is not therefore to be ary: if, upon the 
firſt Interrogatories which Guzanan made to her, 
and particularly this, whether it were true that 
Dorothea was in love with any one, ſhe . ſhould diſ- 
cover the ſecrets of her Miſtreſs, to a perſon, 
whom ſhe look*d on as part of her ſelf. She ac- 
quainted him with all ſhe knew of the defigns of 
our young Lovers, Don Sancho's. liberality to Ma- 
74142, Whom he enrich'd by his continual preſents, 
till at laſt ſhe broke forth into down-right railing 
at her, as one that made thoſe advantages, which 
ſhould rather have been receiv'd by a Servant that 
livd in the houſe. Guzman intreated her to give 
him notice of the next meeting they were to have 
there. She did fo, and he failPd not to give his 
Maſter an account of it, as alſo of all had been rold 
hum by the perfidious Tiabella. 

Upon this intelligence Doz Diego put kimlſelt 
into the habit of a Beggar, and laid himſelf down 


in the fireet not far from Marina's door, into 
R Which 
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which he ſaw his Rival enter ; and not long after 
came a Coach, our of which alighted Dorothea, 
and her Siſter, and went into the ſame Houſe, 
leaving Don Diego in a great rage, to ſee what he 
could not then remedy. He went home, and re- 
folv'd to rid himfelf of fo formidable a Rival. 
Having hir'd ſome of thoſe, whoſe profeſſion it is 
to murther any that are ſet upon, (a ſort of peo- 
Ple may be as eafily procur'd in Spazn, as Porters 
in other places) he expected Dor Sancho ſeveral 
nights together, and at laſt meeting with him, 
he ſer upon him, ſeconded by two of thoſe mer. 
cenary HeCtors, as well arm'd as himſelf. Dox 
Sancho, on the other ſide, was reaſonably well 
Provided for them, as having abour him, beſides 
Sword and Poniard, a caſe of Piſtols charg*d. He 
defended himſelf at firſt as a Lion, and found that 
his enemies had this-advantage of him, thar they 
defrd any thing he could do with his Sword. Duz 
Diego preſs&d upon him more than the others, who, 
being hir'd men, behav'd themſelves accordmely. 
He retreated ſtill all he conld;to remove the noife 
of the engagement farther from the houſe where 
his Dorothea was ; but at laſt fearing to endanger 
himſelf too far, and finding Don Dzego ſtill vio- 
lently purſinng him, he diſcharg'd one of his Pi- 
ſtols upon which he fell down half dead, and calPd 
as lond as he could for a Confeflor, and the rwo 
HeCtors' immediately vaniſh'd. Don Sancho got 
to his own lodging, and the neighbours came out 
into the ſtreet and found Don Diege, whom they 
knew, ready todepart this life, and charging Dor 
Sancho with his death. He had ſoon notice of it 
by his friends, who told him, that though he might 
Cicar himſeif upon the judical proceedings which 

might 
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might be brought againſt him, yet Daz Diego's 
Friends would be ſure to revenge his death, and 
find out ſome way or other to kill him. Heyretir'd 
into a Monaſtery, whence he gave his Miſtreſsan 
account how his affairs ſtood, and ſet all things in 
order to his departure from Sewz/, as ſoon as he 
might do it ſafely. A ſtrict ſearch was made for 
Don Sancho, but he could not be found. The heat 
of it being over, and all perſivaded that he had 
made an eſcape. Dorothea and her Siſter, under 
pretence of ſome Devotion, were conducted by 
their Kinſwoman, at whoſe houſe they had mer, to 
the Monaſtery, where Don Sancho was, and there, 
by the means of one of the Religious men, the two 
Lovers had an enterview ina private Chappel. Af- 
ter ſome diſcourſe, they made mutual promiſes 
one to the other ofa conſtant fidelity, and parted 
with ſo much regret, andſuch melting expreſlions, 
that her Siſter, her Kinſwoman, and the Religious 
man, which were witneſles thereof, not only wept 
then, but could never fince think of it without 

tears. | 
Having deliverd certain Letters to his Fathers 
Factor, to be ſent to him to the Indies, he left Se- 
vil, in a diſguiſe. In rhoſe Letters he acquainted 
him with the accident, which had occation'd his 
departure from Sewz/, and that he intended for 
Naples. He got well thither , and was nobly en- 
tertaid by the Vice-Roy, who, among the many 
favours he did him, honourd him with a near re- 
lation to his perſon. Bur the main fatisfaftion was 
| wanting, that of hearing from his dear Dorothea, 
{o that withina year he grew weary of the kindnels 
of his entertainment, and wifh'd for ſome oppor- 
runity to leave Naples. He expected not long; for 
R 2 | the 
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the Vice Roy being to ſend out a ſmall Squadron 
of ſix Gallies againſt the Turk, Don Sanchos cou- 
rage would not let ſlip fo fair an occaſion to 
exerciſe it ſel He was receiv'd tothe great ſatis- 
faction of the Commander, who was glad to have 
a perſon of his worth and quality aboard him. This 


Squadron of Naples met with eight Turkiſh Gal- 


lies, almoſt in ſight of Meſſma, and engag'd them. 
Afﬀtera long fight, the Chriſtian Galhes took three 
of the enemies, and fink two. The Admiral of 
the Chriſtian Gallies was engag*'d againſt that of 
the Turks, which being better arn?d and mand 
than any of the reſt, had accordingly made the 
greater reſiſtance. In the mean time, the wind 
began to riſe and the ſea to grow rough, ſo that 
both Chriſtians and Turks thought it concernd 
them more to ſecure themſelves againſt the Tem- 
peſt; than any further to proſecute the Engage- 
ment. They jointly loosd the' Grapling-Irons, 
whereby the two Gallies were faſtned together, 
and the Turkiſh Admiral parted from the Chri- 
ſtian, juſt as Don Sancho had caſt himſelf into it, 
not follow'd by any body. Finding kimfelf all 
aioneamongit his enemies, he thought death to be 
preierrd before ſlavery, and, what ever might be 
the conſequence of it, caft himſelf into the Sea 
hoping to recover the Chriſtian Galhies by ſivin- 
ming. Bur the weather prov*d ſuch, that he could 
not be perceiv'd, though the Chriſtian General 
Wito had been witneſs of Dow Sanchos ation, ard 
was extremely enrag\lathis loſs, which he thoughr 
unavoidable, causgd rhe Gally to tack abour to- 
wards the plec2 where he had caſt himſelf over- 
boerd. In the mean time Dez S-ncho made his 
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way towards the ſhore, aſſiſted by the wind and 
tide, he fortunately lighted on a plank of one of 
the Turkiſh Gallies, and with the help of it got 
to land on the coaſt of Szcily. Having return'd 
God his humble thanks for ſo great adeliverance, 
he madetowards a little hamler inhabited by ſome 
Poor Fiſher-men, who gave him the beſt enter- 
tainment they could. The extraordinary actions he 
had done in the engagement, what he had ſutter*d 
in the Sea, and the cold he endur'd, and his walk- 
ing afterwards in his wet cloaths, brought him 1n- 
to a violent Fever, which forc*d him to keep his 
bed for many days ; yet at laſt, without any tron- 
ble of Phyſicians, he recoverd his former health. 
During his ſickneſs, he made a reſolution ro conti- 
nue the world in the perſwaſion of his death ; as 
well that he might be in leſs fear of his enemies, 
the Relations of Don Dzego, as make a further rial 
of the fidelity of his Dororhea. 

During the time of his aboad in Flanders, he 
had contracted an intimate friendſhip with a $z- 
cilian Marqueſs, of the houſe of Montalto,. whoſe 
name was Fabiano, He fent one of the F iſhermen 
to Meſſma, where he liv'd, to enquire whether he 
were then in the Country ; and anſwer being 
brought him, that he was there, he went thither, 
habited as a Fiſherman, and, in the night, goes to 
the Marqueſss houſe, who, with all others ta 
whom he was known, bewaiPd his death, The 
Marqueſs was over joy*d to meet witlra Friend, 
whom he had givenover for loſt. Dez Sancho gave 
himan account how miraculouſly he had eſcaped, 
as alloof his adventures at Sev, and particularly 
the violent paſſion he had for the Lady Dorothea 
de Monſalyvo, The Sicilian Marqueſs proffter'd ta 
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£0 along with him into Spa, and to bring away 
Derothea, if ſhe would conſent, into Sicily. Dor 
Sancho was extremely well pleaſed with the pro- 
pofal, yet would not receive from his friend ſo dan- 
gerous demonſtrations of his friendſhip, telling him 
that he wortd be infinitely glad of his company 
into Spain, but for what might bethe conſequence 
of it he would remit all to fortune. 

Don Sancho had a ſervant, of whofe fidelity he 
had had many years experience. This fellow, 
whole name was Sanchez, , took his Maſters loſs 


fo heavily, that when the Chriftian Gallies, which 


had been in the former Engagement againſt the 
Tarks, put in at Meſſina, to refreſh themſelves, 
he came aſhore and got into a Moraſtery, with a 
reſo]ntion to ſpend the remainder of his days there. 
The Marqueſs Fabiano having heard of the relati- 
on he ſometimes had to Don Sancho, ſent to rhe 
Superiour of the Monaſtery, (who indeed had en- 
tertatnd him upon the recommendation of that 
Sicilian Lord) deſiring he might be diſmiſs, 
which was eaſily granted, in regard he had not yer 
pur on the habit of the Religion. Sanchez not 
knowing what might be rhe occaſton of his difmiſ- 
ſton, made ſome difficuity to come out ; but when 
he was brought into the preſence of his dear Ma- 
fter,his ſon! was too narrow for his joy,for having 
cait himſelf ar his feer, there was a neceſlity of 
ſome aſliitance to help him np again. 

Some days aſter, he was fent by Don Sancho into 
S52:n, to make preparations for his coming thi- 
ther, and particularly ro give him an account of 
Deorothen, who, in the mean time, was perſwaded, ' 
with all others, that Don Sancho was dead. Nay 
&e reparr of his death foon flew into the Iams. 

| | "I. 
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Dox Sancho's father drd out of grief, not long af- 
ter he had receiv*d that fad news, and left another 
Son he had four hundred thouſand Crowns, con- 
ditionally, that his Brother ſhould have the one 
moiety of that ſamme, in caſe the news of his 
death ſhould prove falſe. This Brother of Dor 
Sancho's was called Dons Fuban de Peralto. He 
cook ſhipping for Spam, with this vaſt ſumme of 
money ; beſides abundance of rare I4;ay commo- 
dities, ſutable to the magmiicence of a perſon, who 
had been Governour of a conſiderable place in 
thoſe parts, aud arrived ſafely at Sev, about a 
year after the accident, which had happened ro 
Don Sancho. Going under a name much diiterent 
from his Brother, 1t was eafie for him to conceal 
the relation he had to him, beſides the parrcicular 
concernment he had to keep irc ſecrer, by reaſon 
ofthe long ſtay his occaſions might oblige him to 
make in a City, where his Brother had ſo many 
enemies. He chanc*d to have a ſight of Dorothea, 
and fell in love with her, as his Brother had done, 
bur with this difference, that ſhe made him no re- 
turn of his love. That afflicted beauty could fancy 
nothing after the loſs of her dear Don Sancho : 
whatever was done by Don 7uhan de Paralto, inſtead 
of pleaſing, was the greateſt trouble in the world 
tohear,nay ſhedaily ret1sd the beit Matches abour 
Sevil, which were earneſtly propos'd to her by her 
Father Don Manuel. 

Much abourt'that time Sanchez comes to Sewil, 
and, according to the inſtructions he had re» 
cerv'd from his Maſter, ſecrerly made the beſt en- 


quiry he could, how the Lady Dorothea had be- 


hav*d her ſelf, ſince their departure thence. He 
was-ſoon infoxrm'd by common report,that a young; 
R 4 Gentle- 
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Gentleman, of very great wealth, lately come 
from the dies, was fallen in love with her, and 
made the moſt magnificent diſcoveries of his af. 
fection that a paſſionate Sutor could imagine. He 
writ to his Maſter, repreſenting things much worſe 
than they were, and his Maſter imagurd them yet 
worſe than his Man had repreſented him. He 
communicated the whole buſineſs to the Marqueſs, 
expreſſing ſo great a diſtraction at the acconnt he 
receivd of his Miſtreſs, that he was in ſome ſuſ- 
pence whether he ſhould ſee her any more. His 
friend comforted him the beſt he could, telling 
him, thatit was not impoſlible but his man might be 
mis-inform'd, and that the atfairs of his love mighr 
be in a much better poſture than he expected. The 
reaſons urg'd by the Marqueſs, together with his 
own reflections on the mutual promiſes of fidelity 
that.had paſsd between them, eſpecially the en= 
dearing expreſſions at their parting, diſpelPd thoſe 
clouds of ſuſpicton, and repreſented his Dorothea 
as faithful and conſtant to him as ſhe had engaged 
to be. They thereupon refolva for Spain, and 
embark'd themſelves at Meſſma in ſome Spaniſh 
Gallies, and: in a ſhort time happily arrived at 
Saint Lucar's, Whence they took poſt for Sev. 
They came into the City after night, and alighted 
ar the hauſe which Sanchez, had taken for them. 
They fſtirrd not -onrt all the next day, but as ſoon 
as it was night, Don Sancho and the Marqueſs 
went their rounds,. about the place where Dor 
Adanuet livd. They heard ſome people ſetting 
their Initruments 1n tun2, under Dorothea*'s Win- 
dows, and-.foon after vey excellent Muſick, and 
that having ceagd, a ſingle Voice joyrwd to a 
Theorbo, made heavy complaints of the cruelty 

Of 
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of a Tygrels diſpguigd into an Angel. Don Sancho 
felt ſome temptations within himſelf to ſpoil all 
the harmony of the Serenade, and to ſend away 

the- Muficians with fleas in their ears : but the 
Marqueſs prevaiPd with him to forbear, repre- 
ſenting to him that he could have done no more 
if his Miſtreſs had appear'd in the Balcony , to aſ- 
ſure his Rival, that ſhe was not difpleasd with 
hys Courtſhips; or the words of the Air, which had 
been ſung, were acknowledgments of kindnetles 
receivd, rather than camplaints of a dis-ſatisfrd 
Lover. The Author of the Senerade, and his 
Company, wentaway, inall probability, not over- 
ſatisf”d with what they had done, as having nor 
ſo muchas the ſtirring of a dog, to aſſure them that 
any body regarded their Muſick: and Dow Sancho 
and the Marques, finding the coaſt clear, return'd 
ro their quarters, where they had a long debate 

what conſtruction they ſhould make of the preten- 
ſions of this new Sutor. Don Sancho was inclin'd 

to a perſwaſion, that his Dorothea mignt have ſore: 
ſecret kindneſs for him, though, for ſome reaſons 
which hindred her from making any ſhew of it at 
that time, ſhe ſeenvd to take no notice of. h1s 

Courtſhip, eſpecially when he confiderd, that ſhe 

might, with all others, be atlur'd of his deati. 

On the contrary, the Marqueſs entreated him to 
ſuſpend his belief of her being engag'd to any 
other, till he had made ſome fuller diſcoveries 


_ thereof. 


Don Sancho ſubmitted to the remonſtrances of 
his friend, and that therather, when it came into 
his mind, that the greateſt expreſſions of Courtſhip» 
made by one, whoſe perſon is not atiecied, are fo 


much the more impartunate, And indeed ſo were 
thoſe 
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thoſe of the Indian Cavalier, to the fair Dorothea, 
who was ſo far from giving him any encourage- 
ment by her acceptance, that he could not but per- 
ceive they were more and more troubleſome to 
her. Her Father Dow Manuel! was extremely de- 
firous to fee her diſpoſed in marriage, and ſhe 
doubted not, but that if the Þ:4;an Cavalier, Dor 
Fuhan de Peralts, being a perſon ſo well deſcended, 
and fo wealthy, ſhould proffer himſelf for a Son- 
m-law, he would be preferr'd before all others, 

and ſhe more earneſtly preſsd by her Father to 
accepr of him than ſhe had been. | | 
The next day after the Serenade , whereof the 
Marqueſs Fabiana and Don Sancho had had their 
part, Dorothea took occaſion to confer notes with 
her Siſter, concerning Don Fuban, and his Court- 
ſhip, and toid her, that ſhe could not brook the 
gallantries of that conceited Indian, and thought it 
the ſtrangeſt thing in the world, he ſhould make 
ſuch publick demonitrations of his love to her, be- 
fore he had made any overtures thereof to her 
Father. ** Tis ſach a kind of procedure, ſays Fe- 
© ticiana to her, as Iſhould never approve of, and if 
* your caſe were min? I ſhonld give him ſuch an 
* © entertainment, upon the firſt opportunity that 
© preſented it ſelf, as might immediatety daſh all 
* the hopes,he had conceiv'd of ever pleaſing you. 
* For my own part, continued ſhe, 1 conld never 
* fancy his perſon ; he has not that delicacy, and 
* infinuation of carriage, which 1s acquirable on- 
<ly at Court, and the vaſt expences he 1s at here 
* in Sevil, argne not ſo much the noblenels of his 
* diſpoſition, as the extravagant and ſalvage hu- 
© mour of that yet unciviiz'd part of the worid 
© whence he cam?. It ts obſerv*d, that thoie parts 
f of 
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_ © ofthe world which ſupply us with gold and filver» 
© are moſt barren as to the other productions of 
© nature ; ſo thoſe people that inhabir them, think 
© they need no other recommendation, than whar 
© they derive from the entrails of certain almoſt 
© inacceſſible Mountains, created only for the 
* puniſhment of Slaves and Malefattors. All your 
* Servants aCtions ſmell fo ſtrongly of the Indian, 
© that he muſt be allow'd ſome years,torefine the 
* barbariſm of the Climare he hath liv*d in fo long, 
© before he can be reduc'd to the civility of this, 
* wherein we have had our education. If ever you 
* grant him the favour to ſpeak toyou, adviſe him 
* to ſtudy the courting of a Lady after another 
* manner than he hath been taught among the 7o- 
* ptnambous, and then you may promiſe to hear 
* what he ſhall have to ſay for himfelf. 

This was partly the character ſhe gave Dor 
Fuban de Peralto, which ſhe deliver'd with ſuch 
bitterneſs and deriſion, that Dorothea could do 
no leſs than wonder ar it. It ſeems the ſcornful 
young Lady had clearly forgotten, that upon his 
firſt appearance ar Sewil, fhe had confeſ&d to her 
Siſter, that ſhe 11k?d him well enough, and when 
ever ſhe had occaſion to ſpake*of him, ſhe was as *' 
liberal of her commendations, as ſhe was now of 
her reproaches. Dorothea obſerving her Siſter fo 
much chang?d, or at leaſt ſeeming to be, as to the 
ſentiments ſhe ſometimes had for the Indian 
Cavalier, immediately imagurd, that her inclina- 
tion towards him might be the greater, the more 
earneſt ſhe ſeed to have it thoughr, thatſhe had 
not any. To be more fully afſur'd of it, ſhe told 
Feliciana, that ſhe was not difpleard with the 


gallantries of Don Fuban, out of any averſion ſhe 
| had 
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had for his perſon, nay,on the contrary, obſerving 
in his countenance ſomewhat of the air of Dex 
Sancho's, ſhe might prefer him before any other 
Cavilier about Sewz/ ; beſides ſhe doubted not, but 
that, having all the advantages of birth and for- 
tune, he would eaftly get her Father's conſent. 
© But to what end, continwd ſhe , ſhould I fancy to 
< my ſelf theſe imaginary pleaſures ? I have loſt 
© Don Sancho, and ſince it was not my fortune to 
© be his wife, I am reſolvd never to be any other 
© marrs, and therefore, to avoid all future ad- 
© dreſſes, my onely courſe will be to ſpend the 
* reſt of my days in ſome Monaſtery. Ah Siſter, 
_ * ſays Feliciana, though you were not fully re- 
* folvd upon ſo ſtrang a defign, yet could you 
* not give me a ſtranger affliction than by telling 
* me of it. That I am fo reſolv*d, Siſter, you may 
© be atjur'd, replies Dorothea ; but for your part, 
* you have the leſs reaſon to be troubled at it, in 
* regard it will be to your advantage, for by that 
* means, you Will be the moſt conſiderable fortune 
© about Sevi/, Upon this account 1t was, that I 
© had a deſire to ſee Don Fuhan, that I might per- 
* {wade him, to addreſsthat courtſhip to you,which 
© he vainly beſtows.on me, after Ihave convinc*d 
© him of the impoſlibility there is, that we ſhould 
* ever be married together. What may be the 
* conſequences of his applications to you, Time 
* only can diſcover ; Love is full of viciſſitudes, 
* and there 1snot ſo great a diſtance between af- 
© fection and averſjon, but that one of them may 
* tread on the heels of the other. Nay, to deal 
< fiſterly, that is, freely, with you, Iam not a little 
* troubled, to find you expreſs ſo much of the Jat- 
* ter, towards a perſon, who 1s ſo tar from de- 
$ ſerving 


— T0" OPRAH TIO 7 OO Og et 0 8 V 


aca fa as ei den þ PRO AT ; 


Nov. 5. The Rival-Brothers. 247 
© ſerving it, that he might juftly expect ſomewhar 
© of kindneſs from you, both as a Stranger, and 
© one that hath not run the hazard of diſplea- 
© ſing you, by any prefumptuous demonſtration 
© of his love. Think what you pleaſe of my judg- 
* ment in this caſe, but this it 1s, that I do not ſee 
* any perſon about Sevi/, with whom you might 
© be more advantageouſly tnatch'd than with him. 
© 1 muſt confeſs, I look on hitn, rather with a cer- 
* tain! indifference than averſion, ſays Feliciana, 
* and when 1 told you, thatI could not fancy him, 
© it was more out of complatſance to you, than 
© any real prejudice I had againſt him. Nay if it be 
* ſo, Siſter, replzes Dorothea, you are rather to 
* acknowledge , that you deal not ingenuouſly 
* with me, and that when you expreſSd the little 
© eſteem you had for Dox Fuban, it was Clearly out 
© of your mind, that you had ſometime very highly 
© commended him to me; or I am to conclude, 
* thatwhar you have faid ſince,betrard not ſo much 
© your own diſlike of him, as your fear of his being 
© too well hk'd by me. g 
 Feliciana bluſt'd at theſe laſt words of her Si- 
ſter, and was vex*d to the heart. Her thoughts 
were in ſuch a diſtraction, that ſhe ſpoke abun- 
dance of things, which rather berrard her guiir, 
then contributed ought to ker vindication ; ſo that 
at laſt ſhe was forc'd to confeſs, that {the had a 
more than ordinary kindneſs for Dow Fuban, Doro- 
thea encouraged her to contunie it, and promis'd 
co aſliſt her al! ſhe could in the proſecution of her 
love. Having thus brougat her to acknowledge 
whar ſhe before but ſyſpected, the took compaſit- 
0!) of her, ard forbore all fiirthner reproaches 
That very dav, Pabe/s, who had ciicarded, hex 
belcyed 
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beloved Guzman, ever ſince the unhappy accident 
that had happer'd to Doy Sancho, receiv'd orders 
from her Miſtreſs Dorothea, to go to Don Fuban de 
Peralto, deliver him the key of one of the garden 
doors of Don Manuel, and to tell him, that ſhe and 
ber Siſter would expect him there, with a charge, 
that he ſhould not fail to be at the place appoint- 
ed, at mid-night, before which time, it was likely 
their Father would be a bed. T/abella, who had 
been already corrupted by Don Fuban, and done 
all lay in her power, to bring him into her Mi- 
{treſſes favour, but to no purpoſe, was extremely 
ſirpris'd to ſee her humour ſo chang'd, and not a 
little glad, to be the meſſenger of ſich good news 
Toa perſon, of whom, though ſhe had not brought 
him any before, ſhe had yet receiv'd many great 
preſents. No doubt then but ſhe made all the 
haſte ſhe could to the lodgings of the amorous Ca- 
valer, who had receiv*d fo little encouragement 
before, that he could hardly have believ'd his own 
good fortune, had it not been for the convincing 
aſſurance of the key, which ſhe deliver'd him. Thar 
key operda placeit was never intended it ſhould, 


] mean the breaſt of the amorous Gallant, who 


preſented his faithful Sollicitreſs with a perfum'd 
purſe lind with a hundred good yellow pieces, 
which glorious fight rais'd in her as much fatisfa- 
ction as ſhe had brought him. 

Were there a Conſtant current of good fortune, 
that 1s, no viciſſitude in humane affairs, and thar 
what ever were fortunately begun might, without 
any rub or diſaſter, be brought to its period of 
happineſs, there ſhould be much leſs work for 
thoſe who write Romances and Novels, and ſo the 
world wguld be depriv'd of a great deal of that 


pleaſure . 


| 
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pleaſare which is deriv'd from endeavours of that 
kind. But their delight wholly conſiſting in a 
certain conflit, and interfering of unexpeRted 
accidents, *tis likely there will be a conſtant ſupply 
of ſuch things, as long as mortals ſhall walk on 
this Mole-lill, as on a Chets-board, perpetually 
contriving how to croſs the deſigns of one ano- 
ther. 

Whoever ſhall ſeriouſly conſider this grave ad- 
vertiſement, will not think it ſtrange, that, the 
very ſame night, Dez 7uhan was to come into Den 
ManuePs Garden, to meet with the two Siſters, 
Don Sancho, accompany*d by his friend, the Mar- 
queſs, ſhould be walking their rounds about Doro- 
thea*s Lodgings, to be more fully fatisfy*'d of the 
deſigns of his Rival. It was no otherwiſe, and it 
will ever be a maxim, That one mar*s misfortune 
makes another man's ſport. About eleven that 
night, the Marqueſs and he being gotten into that 
ſtreet, where Dorothea lived, four men well arm'd 
came up and poſted themſelves cloſe by them. 
The jealous Don Sancho preſently imagir'd it was 
his Rival, where upon coming nearer them, he told 
them that the Poſt they had taken up, was very 
convenient for him, in order to the compaſling of 
a deſign he was then engag*d in, and ſo defied 
them to quit it. © We ſhould do it, Sir, rephy*d 
© one of them, without much intreaty, if the ſame 
© Poſt, you are fo defirous of, were not abſolutely 
* necellary for the carrying on ofa delign that 
© we alſo have, and will be ſo ſoon diſpatcird, 
* that it will not much. retard the execution of 
* Yours. 

Don Sancho was as much enrag'd at this, as it 
it had beenthe moſt uncivil anſwer that could have 
been 
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been given upon ſich an occaſion : to draw there- 
fore, and to charge perſons, whom he thought fo 
difobliging, was the fame thing with him. Thar 
unexpected aflault of Don Sancho's, ſurpris'd and 
pur them into diſorder, and the Marqueſs beha- 
ving himſelf no leſs gallantly than his Frietid had 
done, they defended themſelves ſo poorly, that 
they were in a trice beaten out of the ſtreet. Dor 
Sancho receiv'd a ſlight wound in his arm, and 
run him who had given it him ſo heartily through 
the body, that it was a good while ere he could 
get out his Sword again, and doubted not but he 
had diſpatclvd him. The Marqueſs in the mean 
time was in purſuit of the others, who ran away 
as faſt as they could, as ſoon as they ſaw their 
Camerade laid on the ground. 

Having rid themſelves of thoſe ſpies, Don San- 
& look'd abour Lim, and perceiv*d at one end of 
the ſtreet ſome people with a Light, coming up 
cowards them, upon the noiſe of their engage- 

2ht. He was afraid it might be the Magittrate 
wita his Officers, and it was no other. He made 
all the haſte he could into the ſtreet, where they 
began to fight, and thence into another, in the 
midit whereof he met full butt with an old Gentle- 
man, who hada Lantern with him, and had drawn 
his Sword upon the noife which Don Sa-mcho made 
by running towards him. The old Gentleman 
was Don Manuel, who had been at a Neighbour's 
tHouſeat play, as he was wont to do every day, and 
was then going to his own, by the Garden-door, 
which was not far from the place where he mer 
Dcz Sancho. Re calPd out to the amorous Cave- 
er, Who gozs there? *A man, replies Den 

* Sancho, Whom it concerns to make all the haſre 
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© he can away, and therefore deftres you would 
- © not- hinder him. It may be, {ays Don IAanuel, 
* there is ſome. accident happer'd, which obliges 
* you to ſeek out for ſanctuary ; fear nothing, my 
< Houſe, which is here hard by, may ſerve your 
* turn. *Tis very true, replies Don Sancho, I am 
* ſomewhat at a loſs how to avoid the purſuit of 
© the Magiſtrate, who it may be is now making a 
© ſearch for me ; butſince you are ſo generous as 
* to proffer nie, though a Stranger to you, a re- 
*.ception upon ſo dangerous a ſcore as this, I ac- 
* cept of your kindneſs, and entruſt you with my 
* fafety, with this promiſe, never to forget the 
* favour you do me, and to preſs it no farther, 
* than till ſach time as thoſe who look after me 
* are paſ#d by. 

. They were by this ime come to the Garden- 
door ; Don Manuel oper'd it with a Key he had 
about him, and having brought in Dor Sancho, he 
diſpogd him into a cloſe Arbour, while he went 
into the Houſe to take order for his more ſecret 
retirement, ſo as that none might know of his 
being there. Doz Sancho had not been long in the 
Arbour, when he perceives coming towards lim a 
Woman, who approaching ſpoke ſoftly to him, 
* O Sir, are you come, my - Miſtreſs Dorothea 
* ſtays for you. From that word Don Sancho 
Imagird that he mighr be in the houſe of his Mi- 
ſtreſs, and that the old Gentleman, who had 
brought himin thither, was her Father. ' He pre- 
- ſently ſuſpeCted that Dorothea had appointed his\ 
Rivall to meet her there, and follow'd T/abella, 
more tormented with jealouſfie than troubled about 
the purſuit of the Magiſtratec | 


In the mean time Dom Fuhan came, according 
ro 
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to his appointment, preciſely at the hour aſfign'd 
him, opened the Garden-dgor with the Key he 


had receiv'd from 7abella, and 'went inta the fame 


Arbour, out of which Doz Sancho was but newly 
gone. He had not been there long, ere he per- 
ceives a Man coming ſtreight towards him ; he 


pur himſelf into a: poſture of defence, for tear he 


might be affaulred, and was nat a little ſurpris'd, 


when he tound thar Man ta be Don Manaet, who 


bid him follow him, afluring him he ſhonld be fo 
diſpogd of, as that he need not fear being diſco- 
verd. Don Fubau concluded from Don MangeÞs' 
words, that he might poſltibiy have recery'd into 
his Garden fome Gentieman puriifd by the Offii- 


cers of Fuijtice. He could do-no lets than follow 


him, giving him thanks all along as they. went for 
the favour he ſhew'd him; bur it may be withal 
conjecturd, tnat he was not fo miich troubled, at 


the hazard he was running into, as the obſtruction 


whereby his amorous deſign was diſappointed. 
Don Mamel brought him into his own Chamber, 
and, having left him there, went out, and or- 
dered a Bed to be made for himfelf, in another 
room. | | 
We will leave him lock*d up where he:1s, ex- 
txemely troubled, yet not daring to make the leaſt 
diſcovery of it, and ſee, what 1s become. of his 
Brother Do Sancho de Sylva. TJabella brought 
him into a Ground-room, which look*d into the 
Garden, where the two Siſters Dorothea and Fe- 
licianua expefted Den Ffuhan de Peralto; one, as a 
Lover, whom ſhe was very deſirous to pleaſe ; 
the other, to aſſure him that ſhe could not have 
any kindneſs for him, and to perſwade him he 
would do better to make his applications to her 

| Silter. 
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Siſter. Don Sancho entets the room where the. 
two fair Siſters were ; they were frightned at his. 
appearance. Derothes ſtood like a farue, as if ſhe 
had not been able to ſtir froth the place; bur 
her Siſter fearing ſhe could not continue long in 
that poſture, diſpegd her into a Chair, leſt ſhe 
might have fallen down all along.” Don Sancho 
after he had fixg?d his Eyes on them, ſtuck to the 
place he was in: T/abella was ready to ſink into 
the ground for fear, and imagitrd it might be the 
Ghoſt of Don Sancho, that appear'd to them, to 
revenge the injury his Miſtreſs did him. Fel;- 
ciana, though much ſtartled to ſee him riſen from 
the dead, was yet more troubled at what had hap- 
pened to her Siſter, who being come to her ſelf, 
Don Sancho took her by the hand, and made this 
diſcourſe ro her. 
© Ungrarefil Dororhea ! If the Report winc! 
© hath been ſpread of my death did not in ſome 
* meaſure excuſe your inconſtancy, the affliftion 
©I conceive thereat would not allow me Life 
* enough to make you the deſerv*d reproaches of 
*1t. I was willing the world ſhould be per{wa- 
* ded that I was dead, that I might be forgotren 
, - by my enemies, not by you, who had engagd 
* your ſelf not to love any other beſides m2. But 
* how have you broken that promiſe: I ſee there 
* needs onely but a common Report of ſome un- 
© fortunate accident, to make a Woman forget all 
* engagements of fidelity, even to that perſon, 
* whom, of all the world, ſhe onely pretended to 
* fancy. I might eaſily be revene'd, and make 
* ſo great noiſe by my complaints and expoituia- 
* tions, as ſhould awake your Father, and give 


© him directions how to find out the favourd 
S 2 n Goeila! rt, 
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: ' Gallant, whom you have difpos'd into ſome 
ſecret place about his Houſe : but beſotted 
_ Man thatIam! I feel in my felfftill a certain 

; * fear to diſpleaſe you, and am more troubled at 
. the neceſſity you give me, not to love you any 
* longer, than at the diſcovery I have made of 

- your being in love with another. Make much 
*.of your dear Lover, O as falſe as fair Woman ! 
" make much of him 1 fay, and fear no more di- 
* ſturbances in your enjoyments, for you ſhall ere 
| long be rid of a Man, who mighr, while you 
 liv'd, have reproach*d your proving treacherous. 
' to him, even while he hazarded his Life to wait 
" on You. 

With theſe words Dom Sancho would have 
quitted the room : but Dorothea ſtays him, and 
was going to vindicate her ſelf, when T/abella 
comes running nn to tell her, that her Matter, Den 
AManucl, was coming after her. Den Sancho had 
onely rime enough to get behind the door, and, 
while the Old man was chiding his Daughters that 
they had not been a bed, and had his back towards 
the Chambex-door, made a ſhift to get out, and 
going back the ſame way into the Garden, went 
into the ſame Arbour where he had been before, 
and where preparing himſelf for what ever mighr 
happen, he expected a favourable opportunity to 
make his eſcape thence. 

There are, no doubt, thoſe, who think Love the 
pleaſanteit thing in the world. But far is it from 
their imagination, that a Lover's conſtant Colirt- 
ſhips and adorations may art laſt be requited with | 
contempt, ſcorns, frowne, and elufions, which 
requirean extraordinary = of patience; and 
vocd nature. to endure them. Little do they ap- 

preherd, 
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prehend,that a young Spark,after many years con- 
tinuwd addreſſes, even when he thinks himſelf as 
. it were, within a bars length of felicity, may, by 
ſome unexpected obſtruftions and diſappoint- 
ments, be tumbled into eternal diſgrace, and all 
this occaſion'd, not ſo much by any kackwardneſs 
of his Miſtreſs , as his own unhappy miſappre- 
henſions. 
Theſe were the reflections of the unfortunate 
Don Sancho, while Don Manuel had gone into h + 
Daughter's chamber to fetch a Light, to _ ': 
the Officers who were imperiouſly knocking **':.- 
Garden-door, upon the information they h2-. 
ceiy'd, that Dow Manuel had entertair*d into *:- 
Houſe one of thoſe who had been fighting in the 
ſtreet. Dow Manuel made no difficulty to let 
them in, to ſearch his Houſe, out of an atlurance 
they would be ſo civil as not to look into his own 
Chamber, and that the Gentleman whom they 
expected to find, was ſafely lock?d in there. Dor 
Sancho perceiving out of the Arbour, that it was 
impoſſible for him to eſcape the ſearch of ſo many 
Officers as were ſcatterd up and down the Gar- 
den, comes out to Dov Manuel, and whiſpers him 
in the ear, that a perſon of Honour would be more 
tender of his promiſe then to abandon one whom 
he had taken into his proteftion. Don Manuel, 
who was much ſurprisd to find him there, entrea- 
ted the chief Officer, to leave Don Sancho in his 
cuſtody, till the next morning ; which requeſt was 
ſoon granted him, as well out of a reſpect to his 
quality, as for that the party, whom Dor Sancho ' 
Imagird he had kilPd, was not very dangerouſly 
wounded. 
The Officers, having receivd ſomewhat to- | 
9 3 wards 


256 The Rival-Brothers. Nov. 5. 


wards a morning's draught, too their leave, and 
departed ; and Don Adanuel, having diſcover'd 
by the fame diſcourſe which had paſsd between 
him and Dozx Saxcho, when he firſt met him, that 
he muſt needs be the Perſon whom he had receiv*d 
into his Gargen, doubted not, but that the other 
was ſome Gallant, brought into the Houſe, exther 
by Tabella, or his Dughters, To be more fully 
fatisfy*d of it, he condutted Dorn Sancho de Sylva 
into a room by himſelf, and defirdd him to ſtay 
there till he return'd aggin. He went to that place 
where he had left Dow Fuban de Peralto, to whom 
he told a feigned ſtory, that his man was come ito 
the Houſe along with the Officers, and waited be- 
low to ſpeak with him. Don Tuban knew that his 
man lay very ſick at that time, and not in a con- 
dition to come to him, though he had known where 
he was, which he did not. He was therefore 
ſomewhat troubled at what Dov Manuel had faid 
to him, and ſo he had no other anſwer to make 
him, than that his man ſhould go and ſtay for him 
at his Lodging. 

By this diſcourſe and ſome others Don Manuel 
found him to be that young Gentleman lately 
come from the Indjesr, who was ſo much talk'd of 
about Sewil, and, being ſuffictently informed as to 
his quality and eſtate refolvd, he ſhould not ga 
out of the Houſe ere he had married that Daugh- 
rer of his, ro whom he had ever 1o little addreſsd 
himſelf. He ſpent ſome further time in diſcourſe 
with him, to. be more fully fatisfy*d as. to fome 
doubts, which then burthen'd his mind. Tabella 
ſtood all the while at the door, and over-heard 
them, and gave an account of all to her Miſtreſſes. 


Don. Mane had a glimpſe. of her, and —_ 
he 
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ſhe was come with ſome meſſage to Don Fuban, 
from one of his Daughters. He left him,. to run 
after her, juſt as the Wax-lighr, which was in the 
room, being at an end, went our of it ſelf. While 
the Old man is groping to find out Tabella, ſhe 
acquaints Dorothea and Feliciana, that Don Sancho 
was in their Father's chamber, and-that ſhe had 
ſeen them talking together. The two Siſters ran 
thither upon her word, Dorothea betng not afraid 
to find her dear Dor Sancho with her Father , re- 
folwd, as ſhe was, to acknowledge, that ſhe Iov*d' 
him, and that ſhe had been lovd by him, and 
wichal to tell him, upon what motives ſhe had 
appointed Dor Fuban co come thither that night. 
She therefore goes1into the room, which was with- 
out any light, and having met with Don Tuban, 
juſt as he was coming out, ſhe rook him fer Der 
Sancho, and having bim fait by the arm, ſhe thus 
expoſtulated with hin. © Way doft thou avoid 
© me, tygre-hearted Dow Sancho! and wny 
* wouldit thou not hear what anſwer I ſhonld 


© make to the undeſervd reproaches thou haſt 


© made me! | muſt confeſs, thou could*ſt nor 
* bethink thy {ſelf of any too great for me, if I 
* were as guilty as thou haſt ſome grounds ro 

- Imagine: bat thou art not to learn, that there 

* are ſome falſe things, which have many times 
© more likelihood of truth than truth it felf, and 
* that this latter is-ever diſcover'd by time. Al- 
* low me but ſo much, as may ſhew thee that 
* which will recover thee out of the confuſion, 
* in which thy. own misfortune, and mine, and 
© haply that of divers others, hath involv\d us 
* both. Aſſiſt me to vindicate my ſelf, and run 
* not the hazard of _ urjait, by an OVER 
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© haſtineſs to condemn me, before thou haſt found 
* me really guilty. *Tis poſſible thou maiſt have 
© heard, that a'certain Gentleman loves me ; but 
© haſt thou heard that I made any return tn his 
© love? Thou maift have met him here; for it 
* 3s true, that his coming hither was by my ap- 
* pointment ;' but when thou ſhalt underſtand 
* what deſign Thad in it, I am confident thou 
< wilt have a cruel remorſe, that thon ſhouldſt 
© injure me, whilel give the greateſt aflurance of 
* fidelity I conld. O that this importunate and 
© troubleſome Servant of mine were here before 
© thee! thou ſhouldeſt find by the treatmentl gave 
* him, whether heever had any ground to affirm, 
© that I loved him, nay, whether he could ever fo 
© much as tell me that he lov*d me, or that I ever 
* vouchſafd even the reading of any Letter that 
© came ſrom him. But that misfortune of mine, 
© which always procur'd me the ſight of him, 
* when it ſhould prejudice me, will not permit 
* me to ſee him, when he might help to undeceive 
"Mee. 

Don 7uhan had the patience to ſuffer Dorothea 
to ſpeak, without offering to interrupt her, that 
he might learn ſomewnat more than ſhe had yer 
difcoverd to him. But perceiving ſhe had given 
over, and expected ſome return from him, he was 
goINg to give her a ſharp anſwer, when Don San- 
co, Who was looking for the way into the Garden, 
and heard Dorothea ſpeaking to Don Fuban, comes 
np cloſe to her, making the leaſt noiſe he could, 
yet not fo as but that he was perceiv'd by Dor 
Fuhan and the two Siſters. They had not the time 
rt ſpake one to another, ere Don Manuel! comes 
1 £2 the room With a Light, which fome of his 

| Servants 
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Servants carried before him. The two Rival- 
Brothers look*®d one on the orher, and were ob- 
ſerv*d to be in a poſture ready to fall one upon 
the other, as having their hands on the hilts of their 
Swords. Doz Mannel ſteps in between them, 
and commanded his Daughter to make choice of 
one of them for her Husband, that he might fight 
with the other. Do» Fuhan told him, that for his 
part he was ready to quit all manner of preten- 
ſions, if he might have any, and ſibmitted him- 
ſelf to the Cavalier he faw before him. Dc 
Sancho ſaid the ſame thing with this addition, that 
ſince Don Juhan had been brought into Dow Ma- 
2»4ePs houſe by one of his Daughters, it was pro- 
bable they had a mutual affection one for the 
other, and that for his part he would rather dye a 
thouſand times, than enter into the ſtate of Ma- 
trimony with the leaſt ſcruple. Dorothea caſt her 
ſelf at her Father's feet, beſeeching him to give 
her audience, and he ſhould know how all things 
ſtood. She related to him all that paſt between 
her and Doz Sancho de Sylua, before he had, in 
her quarrel kilPd Doz Dzego. She acquainted him 
that Don Fuhan de Peralto fell afterwards in love 
with her ; as alſo with the deſign ſhe had engag'd 
her ſelf in, to undeceive him, and to advite h:m 
to demand her Siſter in marriage, and at laſt con- 
cluded her diſcourſe with this proteſtation, that 
if ſhe could not ſatisfie Dor Sancho of her inno- 
cency, and the continuance of her affection ro 
him, ſhe would that very day enter into a Mona- 
ſtery, whence no perſiaſions in the world ſhould 

ever ger her out again. | 
Don Sancho was ſoon fatisfy*d with the account 
Dorothea had given of her fidelity towards him, 
| and 
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and immediately demanded her in . marriage of 
Don Manuel. By fome paſlages of her diſcourſe 
concerning Don Fuhan, particularly by the time 
of his firſt appearance at Sev}, the place whence 
he came in the Indies, and the Relations he had 
there, the two Rival-Brothers came to know one 
the other. Dor Juban finding alſo by ſome cri- 
cumitances of Dorathea's diſcourſe, the affection 
which her Siſter Feliciana had for him, humbly 
addreſ(#d himſelf to her, aſſuring her that if ſhe 
{till perſiſted in the ſame ſentiments, he ſhould 
think himſelf the happieſt man in the world. He 
thereupon demanded her in marriage. of Der 
Manuel, who receiv'd them both for his Sons-in- 
law, with a ſatisfaction that cannot well be ex- 
preſs'd. 

As ſoon as it was day, Dox Sancho ſent for the 
Marqueſs Fabiano, who came to participate of his 
triend*s joy, after he had ſpent the night in di- 
ſtrated thoughts what ſhould have become of 
him, The whole buſineſs was kept ſecret, till 
Don Manuel and the Marqueſs had diſpos'd a 
Coutin of Don Dzego, to. whom his Eſtate, upon 
the others Death, had faln, ro forget his Kinſ- 
mans misfortune, and accommodate himſelf with 
Don Sancho. During this negotiation, the Mar- 
queſs fell in love with a Siſter of that Gentlemans, 
and demanded her of him in Marriage. He gladly 
entertauv'd a propoſal fo advantageous to his S1- 
{ter, and thereupon was content to accept or any 
ting they could offer on the behalf of Dor Sancho, 
Thethree marriges were ſolemmzed the ſame day, 
with ſo great content of all parties, as was not 
oaly remarkable at that time, but contunrd many 


years alter. 
Scarron's 
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The Inviſible Miſtreſs. 


The Sixth Novel. 


ON Carlos of Arragon was a young 
Gentleman of an illuſtrious Fami- 
ly, well known in Spain under 
that name ; his perſon ſach, that 
a curious eye might have obſerv*d 
ſomewhat in him tranſcending all 

deſcriptions of the moſt elaborate Romances, yer 


not comparable to the noble accompliſhments of 
his 
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character we have to giveof bim, 1s, that,at certain 
Showes, wherewith the Vice-Roy of Naples enter- 
taind the populace, upon occaſion of the Nuptial 
ſolemnities of Phil;p, the ſecond, third, or fourth, 
of Spain, (I cannot now well call ro mind) he 
did things beyond their belief, who only receiv'd 
them by relation. The next day after a famous 
Tilting, at which he had behav'd himſelf with 
ſach gallantry, asraisd no leſs aſtomfhment in the 
beholders, than indignation and ſhame in thoſe 
who venturd ata trial of their addreſs in the ſame 
exerciſe, the Ladies obtain'd a permiſſion of the 
Vice-Roy, to go about the City diſguisd, and 
mask?®d after the French mode, for the convenience 
of ſuch Strangers as thoſe magnificencies had 
brought thither from all parts of the Kingdom. 
That day, Don Carlos put on the richeſt cloaths he 
had, and went, among many others, who, as ſo 
many Cockatrices, intended to murther ail the 
Ladies they look*d on, to a Church, where moſt of 
the Gallantry were to meet. Where be it obſerv*d 
 Þy the way, that Chriſtian Churches may be pro- 
phan'd, as well in thoſe Countries which profeſs 
moſt obedience to the holy See, as in others, and 
in ſtead of being usd as the Temples of God, be- 
come a Rendezvous for thoſe who have not the 
opportunities ſo well to meet elſe-where. The 
only remedy I can at preſent think of to prevent 
this ſcandal, is, that there be a new Officer cre- 
_ ated in every Pariſh, whoſe charge it ſhall be, to 
mark what perſons come to thoſe Sacred places 
upon Love-appointments, and if they will not-de- - 
part the place by fair means, to drive them thence 
with as litle regard, as they would do thoſe ſnarl- 
ng creatures, which many times ſtick not to _ 

re 
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rel there, to the great diſtraction of prople's de- 
votion. 

But ſome buſy-body will haply be 1 imperti- 
rientasto ask, why I ſhould trouble my head with 
theſe abuſes, as if I were ſome Maſter of a Pariſh, 
or Lay-Elder, that had a Maid who ſhould exer- 
ciſe his dog at home? I would have the fool that 
is ſcandaliz'd at it, know, that in this lower part of 
the world, all men are fools, as well as lyars, ſome 
more, ſome leſs, and perhaps I who now ſpeak a 
greater fool than any, though it might abate ſome- 
whatof my folly, that I amo freeto acknowledge 
it, and Wwithal that this Book of mine, and all 
others of this kind, being,but ſo many collections 
of fooleries, [ hope, every fool in his quality and 
degree, will ſome-where or other light upon a lit- 
tle deſcription of himſelf, 1f ke be not too much 
beſotted with ſelf-concei. 

Buc letthe Reader takeitashe will. Let me go 
on with my ſtory. Don Carlos, Itold you, was 
gotten into a Church, with divers other Gentle- 
men, Ltalians and Spaniards, who were ſtrutting 
up and down in their feathers, like ſo many Pea- 
cocks, and making reverences to more perſons 
- than they were krown to, (a vanity practisd ſame- 
times in Churches as well as Hide-Parks) when 
three Ladies, all cloſe mask*d, ſingled him out 
irom among the reſt, and having led him a little 
aſide, one of them addreſs'd her ſelf to tim either 
in theſe words, or others to the ſame ettect. 

* Signior Dc Carlos, ſaid ſhe to him, I have a 
* buſineſs to 1m1part to you, whereof prehaps) YOu 

© little chought either before or at vour devotions, 
© which is, that there is in this City a Lady to 
* whom you are extremely oblig't. She was Pre- 
* {ent 
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© ſent at the Tilting, and all thoſe other exerciſes, 
© wherein you have lately been engagd, and al- 
— Ways wiſh'd you might come off with honour, 
© as you have done. She is not fo vam to think 
© your ſucceſs wholly the effect of her wiſhes, bur 

© leaves it to your ſelf to conſider, what degree 
© of kindneſs you will allow her good wiſhes, and 
* whata Ladies concerning her ſelf ſo particularly | 
*in your good fortune may ſignifie ; if it were 
© expre(gd in other terms. 

The young Gallant was a little ſurpriz*d ar the 
ſtrangeneſs of the adventure ; but having recover*d 
himſelf, he made this Reply. © The greateſt ad- 

* vantage I can make to my ſelf of what you tell 

* me, Madan, is, that I receive it from yon, who 
* ſeem to be a Lady of quality,and I am to aſſure 
* you, that could I have imagird any Lady had 
* had ſuch tender wiſhes: for me, I ſhould have 
* endeavourd to do more than I have done to de- 
© ſerve herapprobation. And therefore, Iam to 
* acconnt' the obligation ſhe hath put on me the 
* greater, 11 that ir proceeds from a perion, to 
* whom 1 have not the bonour to be known. 

The diſguifd Lady told him, rhat he had not 
omitted any thing which might render him, even 
in thejudement of perſons lefs prejudic*d by kind- 
neſs than rhat Lady, one of the molt accompliſh'd 
men in the world Bur arother thing ſhe had ta- 
Ken particular notice of, was, that it might be 
preſur'd, by his Liveries of black and white, his 
attection was not any where engag'd. * I never 

© nderitood, Madam, replies Den Carlos, what 
"* CO!ours ſignitid 3 in ſuch a caſe ; but this ] know, 
* that it is nor ſo much out of any inſenfibility, or 


* indifference I have towards vour fairer ſex, that 
* I have 
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© ] have not made my addreſſes to any one of it, as 
* an apprehenſion of my own want of merit. 

There paigd abundance of other mgemous 
complements between them, for their diſcourſe 
continu'd a long time ; but ſhall forbear the com- 
munication of them, riot only becauſe they never 
came. to my knowledge, and thatIam loth to 
make others out of a fear it might be to the di(- 
advantage of Dcx Carlos and the unknown Lady, 
who were infinitly more witty thanlI am, as I 
bave been ſince infornvd by an honeſt Gentleman 
of Naples, who was intimately acquainted. with 
them both: The reſult was this, that the mask*d 
Lady declar'd her ſelf thus far to Don Carlos, thar 
. ſhe her ſelf was the perſon who had that inclina- 
tion for him. He deſfird to ſee her ; She defird 
him to excuſe her for the preſent, telling him ſhe 
would endeavour to fatishe him ſome other time, 
and to ailure him that ſhe was not afraid to give 
him a meeting, at which there ſhould be none bur. 
themſelves, ſhe would give him a pledge. With 
that ſhe diſcover'd to the gentile Spariard, the 
faireſt hand he had ever ſeen, and preſented him 
with a Ring, which he made no difficulty to re. 
ceive, but with ſuch diſtracted reflections on the 
odnefſs of the accident, that he had almoſt forgor- 
ten to make her a congey, when ſhe took leave of 
him. 

The other Gentlemen, who had, at a diſtance, 
obſerved what had paſsd between Dan Carlss and 
the Lady, though not over-heard their diſcourſe, 
ſeeing. they were parted, came up to him, very 
deſirous to know what might occafion ſo long a 
converſe in ſo publick a place. He freely told 
them what had happer'd, and ſhew'd them the 

Ring, 
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Ring, wherein was a Diamond of very. great price. 
Whereuponevery one paſsd his judgement on the 
adventure, and the reſult of the whole debate was, 
that Dor Carlos found himſelf ſeiz'd by. as violent 
a paſlion ſor the unknown Lady, as if he had ſeen 
her face, ſuch an inevitable influence hath Wir 
over thoſe that have any. ' Eight tedions days and 
thoſe attended by ten times more tedious nights, 
paſs'd away ere he heard any further account of 
the Lady ; which that he was extremely troubled 
at, I ſhould eaſily have believ'd, though I had never 
been rold ſo much. | 
During that time, his divertiſment was to 90 
every day to. an acquaintatce- of his a Captain of 
Foot,. at whoſe houſe ſeveral perſons. of quality 
mer to fpend ſome fewihours and pieces at play. 
One night, that Dox Carlos was not in an humour 
co venture any thing, but was going home much 
ſooner then he was.wonrt, he was calPd by his 
name, from a ground-room. belonging to a houle, 
which ſeenvd ro be ſome perſons of great qua- 
lity. He comes up cloſe rothe window, which had 
a great before it, and preſently found by her voice, 
thar ſhe was his inviſible. Miſtreſs, who preſently 
faid to him; © Come as near as you-can--to the 
© window, Don Carlos, I have been here! a good 
* while expecting you, that-we may decide a ditte- 
* rence there 1s between ns. 1 have ſome appre- 
* henſion of your impatience, and muſt permit 
* you toexpoltulate, though you have not fo great 
* reaſon to complain, as you imagine to your ſelf. 
* What conſtruction, Madam, replies Don Carles, 
© Can] make of allth oſo bravadoes of yours, When 
* in the mean time you dare not tr aſt me with the 


* ſight of Vo! face, nay, after my fo long expe- 
© Ctation, 
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« tation, think it a ſignal favour to me, to make 
© your appearance at a grated window, and that in 
* the tight. No more of your cenſures, Don Carlo, 
: * ſay s ſhe to him, be fatisfnd, that Ithink it nor 
* yet time we ſhould: be fully known one to an- 
© other, and imagine'it, not want of any confi- 
© dence in me, that T have been ſo backward to 
* meet you, but impute it to'a curioſity I had to 
© know you, before I ſuffer'd' you to ſee me. I 
* need not tell you,” ſhat'in appointed combars 
© there ſhonld be an equality of arms : if your 
© heart. ſhould not be as free and dis-ingag'd as 
© mine, the advantage wonld be of your fids; and 
© thence i it.came, that I was defirons to be Itt- 
* ford concerning you. And what acconnt have 
* you receiv'd of me ſays Don Carlos? The word, 
: Madam, is full of far and calumny, it, con- 
* cerns you to examine well the credit of your In- 
* formation, Bur' may you communicate what 
* you have found out'by an Enquiry which hath 
© been ſo long a makihg as it is fince I had the ho- 
* nour firſt to' meer you. ? Thave as much as 1 am 
s  farisfy'd 'with, replies the di gms'd Lady, and it 
© 1s only this, that” weare free enoitgh to become 
- one ahothers. No; Madam, {ays Don Carlos, tiere 
* is a gredt inequality j fr The cafe; for yau ſee me; 
* and know who I im, nay you acknovvledg vour 
* ſelf; that you have* Particu! rarly enquird of me, 
whereas I never ſaw” you, not know who you 
© are, not where to be inform'd. What judg r19ent 
* do you conceive Iſhould make of this thinels, 
* and the earneſt care you take to keep your ſzif 
* from my knowledge ? Theſe myſterious pro- 
* ceedings are ſeIdom usd by thoſs, whoſe dg- 
" ligns are  Juil and gen2rous , and It 1s no haz 
TD * Mmatfree 
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- matter todeceive a perſon who miſtruſts no trea- 

; * Chery ; but he is not ſo eaſily deceived twice. If 

| . you think tomake uſe of me, to raiſe a jealouſie 
* in ſome other, give me leave to tell you before- 

© hand, that you will not find me for your purpoſe, 
and that I am not to. be drawn into any other 
* plot than that of being your moſt humble and 
* moſt faithfull Servant. - . 

The Inviſible Lady ſuffer'd, him to go on in his 
diſcourſe, out of an expectation, that, among the 
many things he ſaid, he might let fall ſomewhat, 
which might contribute. to the further diſcovery 
ſhe was defirous to make. of him. But et laſt find- 
ing nothing to faſten on but his diſtruſt of her, ſhe 
made him this Reply ; © Well, Dor. Carlos, have 
- you been ſufficiently. cenforious, or am I yet to 

* tell you, that your afſuxance of my ſincerity, 

* muſt be the iſſue of your own belief of it, and 
* that your haſtineſs will rather retard than haſten 
* the accompliſhment of your deſires. Allure your 
* ſelf therefore, without any further refletions on 
© the grounds you have to ſuſpect me, that1 am 
_ Very real and ſincere, and, that you , ſhall find 
* me no leſs in all that ſhall happen between us, 
* and I expect you ſhould-be the like to me. Thar 
* were but juſt, rephzes Don Carlos, but it were 
, - Fequilite I ſhould ſee. you, and know who you 
* are. It ſhall not be long ere you do, replies rhe 
; ' Lady, and therefore, in the mean time, receive 
* this Antidote againſt Impatience, that only by 
* the trial Iſhall make of your conſtancy,you may 
* attain what you pretend to from me, who now 
_ *aflure you, (to the end your courtſhi p may nat 
* be without ſome encouragement and hope of 
© Tequital) thatI am equal to you as to Quality ; 
* that 
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" chat I have an Eſtate plentiful enough to main- 
* tain you, in as much ſplendour as the greateſt 
* Prince in the Kingdom; that I am young ; that 
© I may challenge ſomewhat of beauty ; and for 
— Matter of wit, you are better ſtor'd yoar ſelf, then 
* to be doubtful whether I have any or nor. 
With theſe words ſhe ſhunt tothe window, leaving 
Don Carlos with his mouth open, ready to make 


_ her ſome Anſiver, fo ſurprized at the ſmartneſs 


of her expreſſions, ſo paſlionately in love with 
a perſon he had never ſeen, and fo diſtracted ar 
the ſtrangeneſs of the procedure, that, not able ro 
{tir from the place, he ſtood ftill for a good quar- 
ter of an hour, making ſeveral reflections on ſo ex- 
traordinary an adventure. He knew there were 
many Princeſſes and Ladies of great quality then 
at Naples; but he knew withal, that there were 
many ſubtle Curtezans, eagerly bent to trapan 
Strangers, great Cajollers of ſuch as were 1gno- 
rant of their impoſtures, and ſo much the more 
dangerous, by how much they were the more 
beautiful. | 
Having recover'd his aſtoniſhment, he went 
very diſconſolately. to his lodging, but refolv*d 
to proſecute the deſign wherein he was engagd, 
with all the caution he could,our of a fear it might 
prove a cheat put upon hum. I ſhall nor tell you 
exactly whether he ſupp*d,or not,nor yet whether, 
in caſe he went to bed ſupperleſs, he ſlept, or not, 
and yet there might be much mr Oi the 
latter. Theſe conſiderable cireumltances of a He- 
ro*s life, I feldom trouble my ſelf or my Reader 
with, though ir be very much practis'd by the Au« 
thors of much greater Romances, than the world is 
ever like to have from me. For thoſe Gentlemen 
gf 4 R1s v. 
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give ſich a punctual account of all their Hero's do, 
and regulate their employments according to the 
ſeveral parts of the day, appointing them to do 
ſuch a thing firſt, and then ſome other, as if they 
were ſhut up in ſome place of ſpiritual Retreat. 
Fer example, they muſt riſe betimes in the morn- 
ing, ard having met with ſome-body, though they 
had never ſeen the party before, entertain him or 
he, with the Hiſtory of their adventures, till they 
be calvd into diner: dinne very lightly, and, as 
ſoon as they have did, retire into ſome Arbour, 
to proceed in the continuation of it, or ſpend the 
iterncon mn reading ſome Romance ; when-ever 
hey rink, take as many go-downs as there are 
letters in their Miſtreſss names, in Commemora- 
tion of them ; and if the clock ſtrikes, make ſo 
many ejaculations for the good ſucceſs of their 
Loves. If the weather he inviting to go abroad, 
tity are led into ſome Grove, where they are to 
acquaint the Trees and Stones with their misfor- 
tunes, till their ſupper-time calls them home, at 
vnich having, inftead of eating, ſpent the time in 
ſighs and reveries, go and build Caſtles in the Air 
upon ſeme Turret, that looks toward the Sea, 
while ſome Squire or Servant diſcovers that his 
Matter 1s ſich a one, the Son of ſich a King, and 
that there is not a better narur'd Prince in the 
wor:d ; and though he be then one of the hand- 
tomett men in the world, that he was quite ano- 
ther pericn, betore Love had difigur d him. Ard 
thuschey make thote whom they W ould repreſent 
for exc mp;ars or allthe gre: atand Heroick Vertues, 
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night following to the ſame poſt, where he found 
his inviſible Miſtreſs ready to entertain him. She 
ask'd him whether he had not been much rroubled 
at the former converſe they had together, and wh2- 
ther it were not-true, that he had entertaurd foine 
diſtruſt of what ſhe had told him. Don Carlos, 
without anſwering her queſtion, entreated her to 
fatisfie him, whar danger or incohvenience there 
might be, in diſcovering her ſelf, ſince things were 
upon eyen termes on both 11 des,and that they pro- 
pogd to themſelves no other ends in their gallan- 
tries, than ſuch as might be approv'd by all. * In 
* that lies the whole danger of it, ſays the inviſible 
* Lady, as you ſhall find in time ; be you there- 
© fore aſſurd, that 1 am real, and, in the relation 
* I'gave you of my ſelf, 1 have been fo modeſt, 
* that, without injury to truth, I might have told 
* you much more. Their diſcourle laited a long 
time. They made ſome advance in the mutual 
love they had raisd in one another, and ar laſt 
parted, after a reciprocal promiſe to meet there 
every night, at the time they had agreed on. 

The next day, there was to be an extraordinary 
Ball at the Vice-Roys Palace. Don Carlos was in 
hopes to makea diſcovery there of the perion, who 
would be inviſible to him in all other places, In 


- the mean time he made enquiry, who:ie houſe thar 


was, where he had receiv'd ſuch favourable auidi- 
ences. He was told by the neigbours, that there 
Iiv'd in it an antient Lady, the Reiitt of a certain 
Spaniſh Captain, that ſhe livd very private, and 
had neither Daughters nor Nieces. He knoci”d at. 
the doore, and del1r'd to fee the old Lady; anſiver 
was brought him, that fince the death of ber Hus- 
band, ſhe admitted no viſits from anv perion what- 

ES ſa2vcr ; 


27% The Inviſible Miſtreſs. Nov. 6. 


ſoever ; which added not a little to the diſturbance 
of his thoughts: 

Don Carlos went at night to the Vice-Roys, 
where you may imagine there was a noble Afſem- 
bly of Gallants. He very exactly obſerv*d all the 
Ladies, to find ont her whom he ſo much defir'd ta 
know. He fe11 inta diſcourſe with thoſe he met ; 
but withont any ſatisfaction. At laſt he ſingPd out 
the Daughter ofa certain Marqueſs, where his Ti- 
tle lay I know nor, nor care much, eſpecially now 
we are come to an age wherein people are toO for- 
ward to aſſume Titles of Honour to themſelves. 
The Lady was young and beautiful enough, and 
her voice came ſomewhat near hers whom he 
look*d for : but after much obſervation, he found 
ſ2ch a diſtance between her intellectuals and thoſe 
of his inviſible Deity, that It repented him he had 

11 fo ſhort a time made ſuch a progreſs in his 
courtſhip to that Beauty, as whence he might pre- 
{ume that ſhe had a more than ceremomious kind- 
neſs for him. They danC'd together ſeveral times, 
and the Ball | being done, little to the ſatisfaction of 
Den Carlos, he :o9k leave of his Captive, whom he 
{=ft highlv conceited of her ſelf, that ſhe alone, in 
{9 noble an Atlembly, had received the gallantries 
of a Cavalier, who was no lets eſteer'd by all the 
women, than envrd by all the men. 

From the Vice-Roys, he immediately went to 
his lodging, and thence, having taken ſuch armsas 
ne thoght requiſite, to the fatal Grate, which was 
"ot far from it. The {ady, who was already got to, 
her poſt, ask'd him what newshe brought from the 
Bali, t; nongh ihe had been there her ſelf. He 1n- 
gonor fly tn'd her, that he hay dancd ſeveral times 
Wtit a Very bo aurifitl perſon, and had enteitain'd 
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her with diſcourſe as ton ng as the Ball laſted. This 
confeſſion gave her occaſion'to put divers queſtions 


| tohim, whereby he might eaſily have perceiv'd 


that ſhe was jealous. Don Carlos on the other ſide 
diſcover*d the trouble of his mind, that ſhe had 
not been at the Ball, and that it gave him ſome 
cauſe to miſtruſt her quality. She ſoon obſerv*d 
what he would have been at, and to Prevent the 
diſturbance ſich a doubt might raiſe in him, ſhe 
usdal!l the wit and Rhetorick ſhe had, and ſhew'd 
him all the kindneſs could be expeCted between 
two perſons ſeparated by an iron-grate, which 
concluded with a promiſe, that ſhe would be viſt. | 
ble within a very ſhort time. They thereupon 
took leave one of the other, he very doubtful whe- 
ther he ſhould believe her, and ſhe a little jealous 
of the beautiful Lady, whom he had entertaurd 
all the time of the Ball. 

The next day, Don Carlos going into a Church, to 
hear Maſs, and meeting juit at the door with two 
Ladies mask2d,preſented them with holy water, to 
ſpare them the trouble of taking it themſelves. The 
better clad of the two told him, that in requital of 
that civility ſhe had ſomewhat to acquaint him 
with, wherein he might be highly concerid. * If 

* you are not too mnch inhaſt, Madam, ſays Don 


© Carlos to her, you may immediately eaſe your 


* ſelf of what you have to tell me. Follow me 
© then into the next Chappel, replies the unknown 
* Lady. She went in firſt, and Don Carlos fol- 


_Tow'd her, much in doubt whether ſhe were his 


Mutreſs, (though he was fatisfrd ſhe was about the 
ſame ftature) in regard he found ſome difference in 
their voices this Lady ſpeaking ſomewhat faſter 


than the other. F 
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Having ſhut themſelves into the Chappel, ſhe 
made him this diſcourie. * Signor Don Carlos, ſaid 
f ' Jhe, the whole City of Naples is full of wonder, 
* at the great reputation you have acquird, ſince 
* the imall time of your reſidence in it, and you 
* are look'd upon, by all, asthe moſt accompliſhd 
- Perſon 1 in the world : Only this occaſions a ge- 
* neral aſtoniſhment, that, being what you are, you 
* ſhould not have obſerv'd, there are in this City 
* ſeveral Ladies of great quality and worth, who 
* have a particular eſteem and kindneſs for you. 
* They have expreſ#d ſo much, as far as modeſty 
and the reſervidneſs of their ſex would permit; 
and though they earneſtly wiſh you aflur'd of it, 
yet would they rather it might be ſaid, you re- 
garded 1t not out of a certam inſenſibility than 
* ciiſembled your inadvertency, out of indiffe- 
* Tence. There is, among others, one, of my aCc- 
* quaintance, who, not regarding what may be 
* faid of ſich a diſcovery, gives you this eminent 
* allurance of the eſteem ſhe hath for you, as to 
- give you notice, That your 'mid-nzght adven- 
© cures are obſerv*d ; that you indiſcreetly engage 
* your atteCtion to what you have no knowledge 
* of, and ſince the perſon you court as a Miltreſs 
© will not vouchſafe you a ſight of her, that it 1s 
| Eltter out of a fear ſhe is not amiable enough to 
* £ain your love, or aſhanvd of hex own. I 
, doubt not but the object of your contempla- 
* tive Jove is ſome Lady of high quality, and tran- 
* ſcendent wit, and that you imagine to your ſelf 
© a Miltreſs whois ſuch, of all the excellencies 
* hir ſex1s capable of, and conſequently deferv- 
* mg the acoration of ſich a perſon as you are ; 
Put Sifgnor Derff Carlos, les me give you chis 
* advice, 
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* advice, not to truſt your imaginations to the 
g" prejudice of your judgment, but rather miſtruſt 
"a perſon, who diſguiſes her ſelf, and avoid all 
* further engagement in theſe nocturnal conver- 
_ *fations. Todeal freely with you, *tis I who am 
* jealous of this phantaſm of yours, troubled you 
* ſhould ſpeake to her, and, fince I have expreſsd 
©my ſelf thus far, am reſolv'd to quaſh her deſigns, 
© and defear all her projects, ſo as to deprive her 
* of a victory which I may juſtly diſpute with her ; 
* finceI am notinferiour to her, either as to beau- 
*ty, fortune, or quality, or indeed any thing that 
* may render a woman amiable. Farewel, I leave 
* you to make your advantage of the good counſel 
* I have given you, Which, if you are wiſe, I doube 
* not but you will. 

With theſe laſt words ſhe went out of the 
Chappel, not ſtaying for the Anſwer, which Dor 
Carlos was ready to make her. He would have fol- 
low'd her, but he found at the Church-door a 
perſon of quality, who preſently fell into diſcourſe 
with her, and continu'd it fo long, that he grew 
weary of ſtaying to ſee her dis-engag'd. All the 
remainder of the day, his thoughts were wholly 
taken up with this adventure, and he ſuſpected, at 
firſt, that the Gentlewoman he had met with at 
the Ball, might be the laſt mask*d Lady, that had 
appear'd to him: but conſidering with himlſeif, that 
ſhe ſeerd to be much more ingenuous, then the 
other had diſcover'd her felf, he was at a lois what 
to think of it, and began to wiſh he had not en- 
 gagd himſelfſo far to his obſcure Miſtrets, that he 
might have addreſgd his devotions to her whom 
he had laſt parted with. Bur ar laſt, reflecting that 
ſhe was no more knewn ro him than his former 

invitible 
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inviſible Lady, whoſe wit had charm'd him in the 
converſation he had with her, he reſfolv'd what 
courſe he ſhould take, and little regarded the me- 
naces Which had been made him, as being a perſon 
not to be frightr'd with great words. 

In purſuance of this reſolution, he went that 
very night to his iron-grate at rhe hour appointed. 
The two Lovers ſpent their time, much after the 
ſame rate as they had at their former meetings. 
But being come near the height of their amorous 
diſcourſe, it was unexpectedly interrupted by a 
ſtrange accident. Don Carlos wasof a ſudden firr- 
prizzd by four men in vizards, who having dif- 
army'd him, - carred him away by main force into 
a Coach, which waited at the lower end of the 
ſtreet. I leave the Reader to imagine how heartily 
he raiPd on them, and the reproaches he made 
them, that they had taken him ſo much at their 
advantage. Nay,he try*d what fair words and pro- 
miſes might do ; bur inſtead of prevailing ought 
upon them, it only oblig'd them to look more 
narrowly to him, and deprived him of all hope to 
help himſelf either by his ſtrength or courage. 

In the mean time, the Coach went forward as 
faſt as four good Horſes could draw it, and abour 
an hour after they hadleft the City he was brought 
into a magnificent Palace, the great Gate whereof 
ſtood open, as if it had been purpoſely for his 
reception. The four disguigd perſons recerv'd 
Don Carlos out of the Coach, holding him faſt 
under the arms, as if he had been ſome Ambaſſa- 
dour conducted to the Grand Signior, or the King 
of Perſia. He was brought up the firſt Story with 
the ſame ceremony, and there, two Gentlewomen 
maskd receiv'd him, at the entrance of a ſpacious 


Hall, 
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Hall, having each of them Torches in their hands. 
The disguisd men took leave of him, and with- 
drew, after they had made him a moſt low congey. 
"Tis very probable, they left him neither Sword 
nor Piſtol, nor that he returryd them any thanks 
for the care they had of him, and their trouble to 
bring him thither. Not but that he was a perſon 
of as much civility as any man in the world, but 
one ſurprisd may well be pardor'd the backward- 
neſs of expreſling it ſo much as another. 

I ſhall not tell you whether thoſe great Wax- 
lights which the Gentlewomen held, were in Silver 
Candleſticks, but this Iam fure of, that they were 
carv'd and emboſgd work, and the Hall was one 
of the moſt ſumptuous in the world ; and, if you 
pleaſe, the furniture of it, without diſparagement, 
comparable to ſome Appartments of our late 
Romances ; as for example Zelemana's Ship in 
Polexander, Ibrahin?s Palace in the Iluſtrious Baſſa, 
or the Room, in which the King of Aſſyria 
entertain'd Adandana in the Grand Cyrus ; 
which, not to diſparage thoſe other I nanvd, 1s 
one of the moſt magnificently furmiſh*d Books of 
any in the world. Imagine then how much our 
cajolPd Lover was aſtoniſf'd to find himſelf in 
ſo ſumptuous an appartment , attended only by 
two Gentlewomen mask*d, who ſpoke not at all, 
and conducted him thence into another room, 
more nobly furniftd than the Hall, where they 
left him all alone. Had he been of the humour of 
Don 2uixot , he would have been tranſported | 
ito ſome extravagance befitting ſo great an Ad- 
venturer, and he would have conceited himſelf at 
leaſt Fſplandian or Amadies ; but our grave Spa- 
jars Was no more troubled ar it, than if he had 

been 
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been in ſome Inn, or Country-houſe of his own. 
True it is, he was much troubled for his Inviſible 
Miſtreſs, and having his thoughts continually fixt 
on her, he thought that room ſadder then any 
Priſon, which is never accounted handſome, bur 
on the out-fide. He was confident they intended 
him no hurt who had lodg'd him ſo nobly, and 
wanted not much of being fatisfy*d, that the 
Lady, who had ſpoken to him the day before in the 
Church, was the Sorcereſs, who had wrought all 
theſe. enchantments. He admir'd in himſelf the 
fantaſtick humours of Women ; and. with what 
expedition they execute what they have once re- 
ſolved ; and thereupon he concluded it his beſt 
courſe patiently to expect the period of the adven- 
ture, and ro continue faithful to his Miſtreſs at the 
Grate, what promiſes or menaces whatſoever 
might be made to him. 

Some 'time after, certain Officers belonging to 
the Houſe, all in Vizards, but very richly clad, 
came in to lay the cloth, which done, Supper was 
brought up. All was very magnificent ; Muſick 
and Perfumes were not wanting, and our Dor 
Carlos, beſides the ſenſes of Smelling, and Hear- 
7g, ſatisfy*d alſo that of the Taſte, much beyond 
what I ſhould have imagird, the condition he was 
in conſider'd ; my meaning 1s, that he made a 
g00d Supper, for, as I told you, he could not live 
on the Airy entertainments of ſights, and amorous 
imaginations. I forgot to tell yon, that I think 
he waſh'd his mouth before he fate down, for I 
have heard, that he had an extraordinary care of 
his teeth. The Mnſick continued playing a good 
while after Supper and all having left him, Dor 


Carlos walked up and down the room a good while, 
amimnaring 
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ruminating- on all theſe enchantments, or: ſfome- 
what elſe, it matters not much.. At laſt two Gen- 
tlewomen maskd, and a little Dwarf of a Page 
mask*d alſo after they had laid a rich cloth on a 
Side-table, came to help him off with his cloaths, 
without any previous queſtion, whether he had any 
mind to go to Bed or not. He ſifter'd them to do 
what they pleagd ; the Gentlewomen ordered his 
Bed, and marched away ; the Page help'd him off 
with his boots or ſhooes, and afterwards with his 
cloaths. Don Carlos got into Bed, and all this was 
done with as ſtrict an obſervation of ſilence of all 
ſides, as if he had been in ſome Monaltery. of 
Carthuſians. He reſted well enough for an amo- 
rous perſon ; the Birds of an adjoyning aviary 
awakd him at the break of Day; the mask*d 
Dwarf was ready to wait on him, and: brought 
him the fineſt Linnen, the whiteſt, and beſt per- 
tunvd that he had ever ſeen. 

*Twere too hard a task to give an account kow 
he paſgd away the time from Morring till Noon, 
let thoſe who feel the gripings of a paſltonate 
love imagine it, as for other peop!:e it matters not 
what they think. The filence, which had hitherto 
been exactly obſerved of all ſides, was broken at 
laſt, by another mask*d Gentlewoman, who Came 
to ask him, whether he would be pleaſed to ſee 
tae Princeſs of that enchanted Palace. He to!d 
her, it was his deſire, ard that ſhe ſhould be verv 
welcome. Not long after, ſhe comes into the 
raom, attended bv four Gentlewomen very richiv 
clad, and with tnat Iluitre ard attraction, as it the 
Graces had beitow'd the whole morning in dicliing 
her. Never had our Spamard leen a greater Cone 
junction of Love and Maceity in orce countenance, 


(iz) 
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than he now ſaw in that of this unmask'd Uy- 
ganda. He was fo taviſt'd and aſtoniſh'd roge- 
ther, that all the Congees he made, and ſeveral 
poſtures he put himſelf into, while: he led her by 
the band into an adjoyning room, were little bet- 
ter than ſo many ſtumblings. What he had thought 
{o ſumptuous in the Hall, and the other room, 
whereof I told you before, were nothing in com- 
pariſon of what he found in this, and yet as mag- 
nificent as all things were, they receiv'd ſome ad- 
dition of luſtre from the mask*d Lady, who ho- 
nourd the place with her divine preſence. They 
fate down on a ſumptuous Couch, the moſt ſam- 
ptuous that had ever been made, ſince the firſt in- 
vention of Couches. Having viewd him a while, 
ro ſee how he kept his countenance, ſhe at laſt 
ſpoke to him, with a Voice as ſweet as a Virgina], 
diſcovering her mind m a diſcourſe, not much dif- 
ferent from that I am now going to give you. 
© I doubr nor, Signor Don Carlos, ſays ſhe ts 
* him, of your being fſurprisd, at what hath hap- 
* ped to You in my Houſe fince your coming 
© into it lajt night ; but if it have not had rhat 
* ettect on you W bich 1 :magine to my ſelf, I have 


© however the ſatisfaction of aſſuring you that [ 


* am no worſe than my promiſe, and convincing 
* you, by what I have already done, what 1 am 
* further able to do. ?Tis poſſible, my Rival, your 
- Inviſible Miſtreſs, may, by her artifices, and 
* the good fortune of having engag?d you firſt, be 
* abſolntely polleſsd of that place in your heart, 
* which I am to diſpute with her : bur ſhe 1s no 
© Woman that will be pnr off with one dem]; 
- and if my fortrnes, Which are not be lighted 


and all may be had with me, be too weak a 
* motive 


' 
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© motive to induce you to love me, I ſhall yer 


© have this ſelf-content, thar I have choſen rather 
© to run the. hazard of being ſlighted for my im- 
* perfeftion, than obſcure my ſelf out of ſubtlery 
© or ſhame. 

With thoſe words ſhe took off her mask, and 
gave: Don Carlos a full diſcovery of Heaven, or, 
if you pleaſe, a ſmall draught of it, the lovelieft 
Head in the world, ſuſtaind by a Body of the 
nobleſt ſtature he had ever admird ; in a word 
both together making up a perſon wholly divine. 


By the freſh complexion of her countenance, a 


Man would have gueſsd her not to exceed ſixteen 
years of age ; but a Certain mixture of majeſty 
and gallantry in theair of it, ſuchas young perſons 
are not arriv'd to, gave a greater allurance of her 
being four years elder. 

Don Carlos ſtood mute a while, as being unre- 
folv'd what Anſwer he ſhould make her, not a 
little incensd againſt his inviſible Lady, who hin- 
dred him from making an abſolute diſpoſal of 
himſelf to the moſt beautiful perſon he had ever 
ſeen, and at a perfect loſs, both as to what he 
ſhould ſay, or what he ſhould do. At laſt afrer an 
interiour conflict, which laſted long enough, to 
raiſe fome doubts in the Lady of the enchanted 
Palace, he took a firm reſolution, to make her a 
Clear diſcovery of his ſoul, and it prov*d (fuch is 
commonly the reward of ſincerity ) one of the no- 
bleſt and moſt advantageous actions he ever did. 
But you expect his Anſwer. Many perſons, who 
have heard of it, have been of opinion he might 
have done better, and declar'd his mind a little 
more ſmartly, when he had once refolv'd which 
game he would be at. But I am only his Secre- 

tary, 
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tary, and think my elf concerryd i in point of con- 
ſcience, to lay down the very words he deliver, 
Which were theſe, as near ;as I can remember. 
'1 muſt acknowledge, Madam, ſaid he, that it 
* would have been too great a happineſs to pleaſe 

* ſich a perſon as you are, could I have been but 
* ſo happy as that I might;.have lov'd you.” Iam 
F ſufficiently ſenſible, that I refuſe the moſt beau- 
© tiful perſon in the world, to court another who 

* poſſibly may be ſuch only in my imagination. 
© But, Madam, would you think me worthy your 
« affection, if you thought me capable of an un- 

© faithfulneſs, towards a perſon,” "whom I had pro- 
* mid conſtancy ? And it is conliſtent with my 
* conſtancy that I ſhould addreſs my affetion to 

* you? But why do I ſay mine, when I have nor 
*had any to diſpoſe, ſince the engagement of fi- 
* delity I made to that. Miſtreſs, who '1s. yer 
EEG to beinviſibletome ? you . are therefore, 

* Madam, rot ſo much-to.blame me, as bewail 
©my misfortune; or rather ler us jointly bemoan 
© our ſolves, you, becauſe you cannot.obtain your 
© delires, and 1, that I cannot ſee what 1 love. © 
He delivered this with ſo fad an accent, that 
the Lady might- caſily obferye he made a ſincere 
diſcovery of his thoughts. She omitted, nothing 
which ſh2 concejv'd nught. perſivade him, to fall 
off from his former love ; hs was deaf to all her 
entreatics, nay . Was lictle mov'd at tier” fears, 
mough the oreateſt Rhetorick a Woman can ule. 
She renew 'd the charge ſeveral times ; be as obſti- 
nately kept his ground. At lalt ſhe fell to bitter 
railings and reproaches, and having vented on him 
a'l the nyarious expreſſions, tiat could proceed 


from exaiperated rage, and Fac A Womans, "fhe 
"7 Rt 
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left him, -not ſo much to conſider what he had to 
do, as to curſe his misfortune. A Gentlewoman 
came in a While after, to tell him, thar, if he 
pleagd he might take a turn or two in the Gar- 
den. He went, not meeting with any body in his 
way, till he came to the bottom of the ſtairs, 
where he found ten men with vizards on, who 
waited at the door, arm'd with Partizans and 
Carbines. As he paſgsd through the Court, to go 
towards the Garden, which was in all things an- 
ſwerable to the Palace, one of thoſe men, who 
ſtood Centry at the gate, comes up to him, and 
whiſpers him in the ear (as if he had been much 
afraid to be over-heard ) Thar he had receiv'd from 

an Ancient Gentleman a Letter directed to him, 

and that he had promigd rhe delivery of it into his 

own hands, though it might hazard his life, if it 

were diſcover'd : but a preſent of twenty p1eces, 

anda promiſe ofa little ſumme afterwards, had pre- 

vaiPd with him to venture the doing of that dan- 

gerous kindneſs. Don Carlos promis'd ſecrefie,and 

made all the haſt he could into the Garden ro 

read what he had receiv'd from him. 


The LETTER. 


Signor Don Carlos, 

Y O U may eaſily imagine what trouvle I have 

been in, ever ſince I loſt you, by that you are 
in your ſelf, if ſo your lowe be as wident as mine. 
My affiifticn was mot capable of any abatement, 
till T had discovered the place where you are, and 
thats's the only comfort I have. The Lady, who con- 
tri/d your ſurprize and carrying away, from the 


place where we thought our ſelves ſecure from ſuch 
. f ambruſhzs 
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ambuſhes, is the Princeſs Porcia, To ſatisfie ber 
own humour, ſhe flights all other conſiderations, and. 
you are not the firſt Reynaldo that hath fallen into 
the hands of that dangerous Armida. But T ſhall break 
all her enchantments, and it ſhall not be long ere 1 
force you, out of her embraces, into my own, a hap- 
pineſs you will - deſerze, if you are as conſtant as 1 
wiſh you ſhould be, to 


Your Inviſible Miſtreſs. 


Dcn Carlos was raviſtvd to receive this account 
of his Lady, for whom he had a real and violent af- 
fetion. He kifgd the Letter till he grew weary of 
that divertiſment, and returid to the gate, to 
find out him from whom he had receiv'd it, and to 
requite his kindneſs with a rich Diamond-ring, off 
his finger. He walk*d a good while longer in the 
Garden, wondring extremely at the ſtrange hu- 
mour ef that Princeſs Pcrcia, of whom he had 
heard much, as ofa young Lady ofa very great for- 
tune.ard defcended of one of the noblett Houſes in 
the Kingdom ; and being a perſon of great vertue, 
he conceiv'd ſuch an avertion for her, that he re- 
folv'd, though with the hazard of his life,'to do all 
he could to get out of that reſtraint wherein ſhe 
kept him. ww 

As he was coming. out of the Garden, he met 
with a young Gentlewoman, unmas{d ( for upon 
the Ladies,diſcovery of her ſelf, orders were given 
there ſhould be no more masks ſeen about the 
Palace) who ask'd him, whether he would be 
pleas'd to admit of her Ladies company, to dine 
with him that day. 1 leave you to judge, whether 
he returid, She ſhould be welcome, or With all his 

: heat, 
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heart, or, That it was an hounour he could not bave 
aſpir'd to. Soon after,dinner was brought in; the 
Princeſs appeard fairer than the day, and her con- 
verſation took the amorous Spaniar lo highly, that 
it bred in him a ſecret trouble to ſee, in a perſon 
of ſo greatquality, ſuch excellent endowments fo 
ſtrangely miſemploy'd. He endeavour'd all he 
could to put himſelf into a pleaſant humour 
though his thoughts were continually fix*d on his 
.unknown Miſtreſs, who he was impatiently de- 
ſirous to meet with once more at the grate. 

As ſoon asthey had taken away, and all the at- 
tendants had quitted the room, the Lady aſlaulted 
: his conſtancy once more, in theſe words. * I know 

* not, Signor, Doz Carlos, ſaid ſhe, whether I may 
: from the chearfulneſs, which methinks I have 
© obſerv*d in your countenance, derive any hope of 
* ſome change in your mind, or preſume that my 
* face and carriage, have at leaſt raigd in you a 
© doubtfulneſs, whether the inviſible Beauty, you 
* ſo much dote on, be more capable to force your 
* lovethanlI am. I have not diſguis'd what I would 
* have beſtow*d on you, becauſe I was not willing 
* you ſhould repent your having receiv'dit; and 
_ hough a perſon accuſtomed to receive Petitions, 
* may eaſily be offended, at a denial, yer I ſhall 
© forget all reſentment of that which [ have re- 
* celv'd from you, on cendition you repair it, by 
- your future compliance, in giving me what 
* Conceive my ſelf more worthy of than the inviſi- 
© ble and inacceſſible object of your adorations. 
* Let me therefore know your final reſolution, 
* that if it prove not to my advantage, I mav en- 
* deavour to :find a counter-battery of reaſons, 


* ſtrong enough to beat down thoſe Whicn I thinx 
V 2 * I have 
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*I have had to love you, that T may no longer pur- 
© ſte a vain hope, which will deceive me at laſt. 
Don Carlos panis*d a while, to ſee whether ſhe 
would have gone on with the diſcot.:ie, but per- 
ceiving ſhe had given over, and that, with her 
eyes faſten'd on the ground, fhe expected the ſen- 
tence he was to pronounce, he perſiſted in the 
reſolution he had taken to deal freely with her, and 
put her out of all hope that he conld ever be her 
Servant,and ſo made her this cold and comfortleſs 
Anſwer. © Madam, before I fatisfie you , as to 
* what you are fo deſirous to, know, I am to beg 
© a real diſcovery of your ſentiments-concerning 
< what ſhall propoſe to you, with the ſame frees+ 
* dom and fincerity, as you expect: I-ſhould ob-. 
* ſerve towards you. If your ſelf had oblig'd a 
* perſon to offer np his affections te you, and by 
* all the: endearing, favours, which a Lady may 
* grant, without injury or prejucice to her vertue, 
* you had engag'd this perſon to ſwear and vowan 
* inviolable conſtancy to you, would you not ac- 
© count him the baſeſt and unworthieſt of men, if 
© he ſhonid not perform the promiſe he had made 
© you ? And ſhould I not be this very baſe and 
* unworthy perſon, if, though to obtain one, fo 
* infinitely deſervingasyou are, Tſhould forſake a 
* woman, Who hath ſome grounds to preſime that 
©] love her ? | 
He would have proceeded with this and other 
{ormalargnments, to fatishe her, but ſhe gave him 
not tne time. © I have enough, ſaid ſhe, I perceive 
* whar your Anſwer will amount to, and cannot 
* forbeur admiring your conltancy, though 1t be 
* ſo muci} contrary to my ſatisfaction. I ſhaftl 
*mportun? you no further, to-a change of -the 
© reiolu- 
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© reſolution you have taken; you ſhall be deliver\ 
© out of your reſtraint, only this kindneſs I ſhall 
* preſs you to, that you remain here till night, to 
* be remov'd hence, in the ſame manner as you 
© were brought hither, aſſuring my ſelf, that if 
* you ever come to diſcover where you have been, 
* you will be ſo generous as to conceal the deſign 
© had upon you, and be moderate in the 
* triumph of your fidelity. She held a handkerchicf 
before her eyes, while ſhe ſpoke thole lait words, 
as it were to keep her tears from being ſeen «4 tho 
Spaniard, who, if, on the one fide, troublec 
what ſhe had faid, was, on the other, fo tran! > _ 
with joy at the recovery of his liber:y, tia he 
could not have concea[d it, thoug]: he tad been 
the greateſt hypocrite in the wor'd: ard *tis to be 
imagin'd that if the Lady had obierv'd, he could 
not have avoided her reproaches. 1 know not whe- 
ther he thought it long ere night came, for,: as ] 
told you before, Itrouble not my iclt muci: about 
the preciſe obſervance of times and hours : you 
may be aflur'd it came, andthar, being difpo*. : ICC, 
a Coach,he was brought back to his own los; 7, 
attended by the ſame perſons who had waitcc. «/; 
him the night before. 

Being one of the kindeſt Maſters in the world, 
his Servants were over-joy*d to ſee him again -bur 
they enjoy'd himnotlong. He put on armour, and 
accompanrd by two of them, whoſe courage ie 
had former experience of, he made all the haite 
he could to the Grate, nay his haſt was ſuch, ttar 
thoſe who attended him, had much ado to fol low 
him. He bad no ſooner made the accuttonrd tigna!, 
but the inviſible Deity anſwer*d him. They nad a 
long diſcourſe, and. that fo full of alteCtionate 

T4 tenders 


p 


288 The Iwoifible Miſtreſs. Nov. 6. 

tenderneſs, on both ſides, that I never think on it, 
without tears. At laft, ſhe told him, that, having 
receiv'd ſome affront in the houſe where ſhe then 
was, ſhe had ſent for her Coach, to remove thence : 
but in regard it would be long ere it came, and 
that his might be ſooner got ready, ſhe entreated 
him to ſend for it, to conduct her to a place, where 
he ſhould not any longer complain of her inviſt- 
bility. The amorous Gallant ſtaid not for a longer 
entreaty, he ran to his Servants, whom he had left 
at the end of the ſtreet, and ſent them for his 
Coach, which being come, the Invifible Lady 
kept her promiſe, and went along with him into it. 
She gave the Coach-man directions which way he 
ſhould go, and bid him ſtop ata great houſe, into 
which he drove, by the hght of many torches, 
which met them at the gate. Don Carlos Con- 
ducted the Lady as ſhe direCted him, up a large 
pair of ſtairs, into a ſpacious Hall, where he con- 
rinyd ſomewhat troubled to find her ftill mask*d. 
At laſt, ſeveral Gentlewomen richly apparrelPd, 
coming to receive them, every one with a great 
wax candle in her hand, the Inviſible Lady diſco- 
ver'd her ſelf, and taking of her mask, fatisf1*d Dor 
Carlos, that the Lady at the grate and the Princeſs 
Porcia were but one and the ſame perſon. 

It were no eaſje matter for me to tell you, how 
ſtrangely the Spamard was ſurprized. The beaurifn] 
Neapolitan told him, that ſhe had brought him 
away a ſecond time, to know his final reſolution ; 
that what pretenſions ſoever the Lady at the grate 
had to him, were now become hers, with a thouſand 
other things highly @amorous and witty. Don Carlos 
cait himlelf ar her feet, embrac*d her knees, and 
Ki:&d her hands, and ſo avoided the uttering of 

many 


Nov.6. The Inviſible Miſtreſs. 289 


many impertinences, which people overjoy*d are 
apt to be guilty of, When theſe firſt rranſporta- 
tions were over, he rallied together all his wir and 
gallantry, to celebrate the pleafant humour of his 
Miſtreſs, and acquitted himſelf in expreſſions ſo 
advantagious to her, that ſhe was furcher atlur'd 
of her not being miſtaken in her choice. She told 
him, that ſhe was unwilling to truſt any but her 
ſelf in a trial, without which, ſhe could never hare 
lov'd him, and that ſhe wonld never have been any 
mars leſs conſtant than he had ſhewn himſelf. 
Upon this, the Relations of che Princeſs Porcia 
being acquainted with her defign,came in to them. 
She being one of the moſt conſiderable perſons in 
the Kingdom, and Dyz Carlos of great quality, it 
_ prov'd no hard matter to get a Diſpenſation from 
the Arch-biſhop, for their marriage. They were 
married that very night, by the Parſon of the Pa- 
riſh, who being an eminent Preacher, *ns likely, 
there wanted not a very good exhortation. Some 
reported, that it was very late ere they were ſtir- 
ring the next day, which I am apt enough to be- 
lieve. The News was foon divule*d, whereat the 
Vice-Roy, who was nearly related to Don Carlos, 
was fo glad, that the publick divertijements began 
afreſh in Naples,where they ſtill talk of the Loves 
of Don Carlos and his INVISIBLE MT1- 
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The Chaſtiſement of Avarice. 


The Seventh Novel. 


OT many years ſince, a young Lad, 
Poor, to the very laweſt degree of 
poverty,yet ofan ambition exceed- 
Ing it, and infinitely more deſirous 
to be thought a Gentleman, than to 
be accounted either a rational 

Creature or a Chrytian,came along with his Father 

out of the Mountains of Nawarr, with a reſolution 

(whether guided by inſtinct, or encourag'd by the 


directions-of ſome others of his friends, I could 
never 


Vous ad ad RE as 
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never learn) to plant themſelves at Madrid. 
They had heard much of the gallantry of that 
place, and were put in hopes that they ſhould 
meet with thoſe things there, which they could not 
find in their own Country, I mean the favours and 
indulgences of Fortune, which are to be had at the 
Court, rather than any where ele, yet are ſeldom 
obtaird, without much courtſhip, and exceſſive 
importunities. It wasthe young Lad's good Juck, 
though I know not by what charms procur'd, tobe 
entertaiwd a Page by ſome Grandee, or rather 
Prince, (for they have the vanity to think them- 
ſelves ſuch) a condition, not thought very honou- 
rabie in Spain, that is, much at the ſame rate as 
that of Lacqueys in France or England. He was 
put into the Livery about twelve years of age, and, 
no doubt, he look*d very prettily 1n it, fuch an al- 
teration is the firſt ſmile of good fortune able to 
make, inpne who till then, had liv*d no otherwiſe 
than as an uncivihz'd High-lander. *Tis poſlible, 
ſome other perſon would have grown infolent upon 
ſo ſtrange a Metamorphoſis ; but he wasof a quite 
ditterent temper, and withal the moſt frugal Page 
that ever was,nay, what 1s the greateſt commenda- 


' tion of a perſon of his quality, the leaſt addicted 


to an Art calPd the Lightneſs of the Fingers, as 
haply having not yet been longenough in the City, 
to underſtand the advantages of his profeſſion. 
Having ſold his former rags to the Brokers, he 
began to think himſelf a rich man ; yet did not his 
wealth conſitt ſo much in rhe gaudineſs of his ac- 
coutrements, as in the greatneſs of his hopes, and a 
wretched Bed, diſposd into a ſmall partition of 
a Garret, which he had taken,not far from his Ma- 
ſter's houſe, and there heretird in the night, with 
| his 
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his Father, rich in years, ſince he liv*d, and, upon 
that account, raiſing a compaſſion in all he mer, 
ſome were ſo charitable as to relieve him. Thoſe 
charities were his daily revenue, but ſo ſmall, thar, 
many times, he went to his Cell, not onely ſupper. 
leſs, but hungry. At laſt the old Man dyes, and his 
Son was glad to ſee him ſo well provided for, out 
of this refleCtion, that being disburther'd of that 
Charge, he wasin a fair way to becomea rich man. 
From the hour of his Fatier*s interment, he 1m- 
pogd upon himſelf fo great a frugality,and enter*d 
into ſo ſtrict and auſtere a kind of Life, that he 
ſpent in a manner nothing, of that little, which 
was allow*d him every day for his ſibfiſtence. *Tis 
true,it was not without the grumbling and barking 
of his Stomach, and tothe <oſt of ail thoſe, with 
whom he could make any acquaintance. 

Don Marcos (ſo was called this remarkable 
example of penury ) was a perſon of a ſtature 
ſomewhat below the middle ſize, and through 
pure want of ſeaſonable nouriſhment , he, in a 
ſhort time, became the ſlendereſt, and drieſt per- 
fon in the world. When he waited on his Maſter 
at table (which, it ſeems, was not fo often as he 
could have wiſt'd ) he never chang'd his plate, bur 
that, if there were any thing left on it, he had the 
admirable ſleight of conveying ſomewhat into his 
pocket, whether it were dry or liquid he matter*d 
not much. But finding by experience, that, when 
he ſecur'd any thing of the latter kind, it could not 
be done without ottence, he found out an expe- 
cient to prevent that inconvenience, for having 
converted into mony the wax of a great number of 
Torches ends, which he had very carefully kept to- 


gether, he bought him a pair of pockets of your 
atten 
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Latten-ware,wherewith he afterwards did miracles 
in order to the advancement of his fortune. 

Moſt covetous perſons are commonly vigilant 
and careful, and theſe two qualities, heightned by 
the inſatiable paſſion, which Dow Marcos had, to 
become a rich Man, raigd in his Maſter ſuch an 
extraordinary kindneſs towards him, thathe would 
not, by any means in the world, have parted with 
ſo excellent a Page. He continu'd him in his Li- 
very, from the twelfth, as I told you, to the thir- 
tieth year of his Age, ſo that, upon the account of 
his Seniority, he might have taken place of all the 
Pages in Spain. But there happer'd an inconve- 
nience, which prevaiPd with his Maſter to change 
that reſolution, and that was, that this over-grown 
Page was oblig*d to ſhave himſelf every day ; 
whereupon being transfornvd from a Page into a 
Gentleman, he was made by his Maſter what Hea- 
ven would never have made him. 

The advantage of this transformation was, that 
his allowance wasadvanc'd, by a daily addition of 
ſome few Ryals ; but he, inſtead of adding any 
thing to his expence, reid his Purſe-ſtrings the 
more, not regarding how much his new employ- 
ment oblig*d him to betray a proportionable libe- 
rality. He had heard indeed, that ſome of his 
Profeſſion,inftead of a Boy,to wait on them,in the 
morning, made uſe of ſuch as fold Aquawite, to 
make clean their rooms into which they got them, 
pretending that they would have drunk of their 
Water, and ſome times in the Winter-time, they 
calPd up thoſe that fold Wafers and Jumbals (a 
fort of people that walk as late as the Bak*d-pipin 
wencChes do about London )to get off their Cloaths ; 


but in regard this could not be done without a 
kind - 
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kind of violence, and that our Doz Marcos was 
of an humour, not to be unjuſt to any but himſelf, 
he conceiv'd it his beſt courſe not to be troubled 
with any Servant. Never was there a Candle*send 


burnt in his Chamber, but he came to it by flight of 


hand, and to make it laſt as long as might be, he 
began to undreſs himſelf in the ſtreet, from the 
very place where he had lighted it, ſo that by that 
time he was come to his Chamber, he was in a 
manner ready to get into his Bed. But conſidering 
with himſelf, that it was poſſible a Man might go 
to his reſt with leſs charge, his inventive imagina- 
tion found out another expedient, which was, to 
make a little hole in the partition, which ſeparated 
his room from his next Neighbours, fo as that, as 
ſoon as he had lighted his Candle, Don Marcos 
opened the hole, and ſo had light enough to doany 
thing he had to do at that time of the Night. 
That one ſide of his Body ſhould nor laugh at 
the other, nor either of them at the nuddle of his 
haunches, he wore his Sword one day on the right 
ſide, the next day, on the left, the third hanging 
prependicularly down his hack, and all this, that 
his Cloaths might be equally worn out of all ſides, 
and that the Dammage ſhould be the leſs, being 
equally divided. Upon the very break of Day, he 
ſtood at his door, with a little Earthen pitcher in 
his hand, begging a little water of all the Water- 
bearers that paſgd by, and ſo he ſiipplrd himſelf 
with water for many days together. He went 
many times into a little Buttery, juſt at the time 
that the other Servants belonging to his Maſter, 
who had their Diet in the Houſe, were at Meals, 
and there he would take occaſion to commend 
what they had before them, that ſome body might 


invite 
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invite him to taſt of ir. He never bought any 
Wine, yet drunk of it every day,cither by taſting 
what the publick Criers carredabour, or {tayingin 


| the ſtreets thoſe, who had been buying at the Ca- 


barets, of whom he begg'd a taſt as if he inten- 
ded to buy himſelf of the ſame. Coming to 
Madrid upon a Mule, he caſt ſuch a miſt before 
the eyes of his Hoſts, that he kept the poor Beaſt 
onely with pieces of the Bed-mars on which he lay, 
and what other remnants of old Mats he could 
meet with. | 
There happer'd a neceſlity, one time, that he 
muſt cake a Servant along with him, upon a Jour- 
ney he had to make ; bur growing weary of him 
the firſt day of his ſervice, he berhought himſelf 
of a pretty device to put him off. Pretending that 
he could not drink the Wine at the Inn where he 
then was, he ſent the poor fellow to another, a 
good League diſtant,where he ſaid there was much 
better. There was no way but to obey the com- 
mands of his new Maſter ; but, before his return, 
he was gone away, and left falſe directions, 
where to find him, and ſo the poor Boy was forc'd 
to get back again to Madrid with a weeping- 
croſs, as being reduc'd to play the Pilgrim, and 
beg all the way, for the Mony he had given him 
to buy the Wine prov'd naught. In fine, Don 
Marcos became the living (pourtraiture of baſe 
thrift and avarice,and was1o well known to be the 
moſt covetous Man that ever Spain bred, that, in 
Madrid they had no other name for a miſerable 
fellow, than Don Marcos. | | 
His Maſter, and al!l his Friends, told a thouſand 
pleaſant ſtories of him and that even in his pre- 
ſence tor - he never troubled himſelf at their diſ- 
courſe 
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courſe, .as minding his own advantage more than 
their raillery,though he underſtood it well enough, 
and would put in ever and anon ſome grave ſaying 
or Apothegm. One of them was, that a Woman 
—_ never be handſom, if ſhe lov'd to receive ; 
nor ever deformed if ſhe had any thing to give : 
And that a prudent and thrifty Man ſhould never 
go to Bed, till he had made ſome advantage or | 
other. This excellent Theory, ſeconded. by as 

exact a Practice, had brought him in, by that time 
he was arrivd to forty years of Age, ten thouſand 
Crowns in ready.mony, a vaſt ſum for a Gentle- 
man, waiting on a Grandee, eſpecially one of 
Spain. But what will not a long proceſs of time 
bring. a Man to, when he robs himſelf of all he 
Can, as well as other people ? 

Don Marcos having thus acquir'd the reputa- 
tion of being rich, without that of following any 
evil courſe or gaming, was ſoon look*d upon asan 
advantageous Match, by ſeveral Women, who, 
above all things, and with all the artifices imagi- 
nable, proſecute their own concernments.  A- 
mong. the many who proffer'd him their enjoy- 
ments and liberty,” for ( Women in Spain are but 
a ſmall degree above Slaves) there was one 1- 
ſidora, a Woman that went for a Widow, though 
ſhe had never been married, and that it was at leaſt 
torty years ſince ſhe had been a Maid. She ſeenvd 
to be much younger than ſhe was, ſo well was ſhe 
versd in the diſguiſes and artifices, which Women 
ſometimes uſe, to belye their Age and Wrinckles. 
Her fortune was meaſur'd according to her ex- 
pence, which was very high for a Woman of her 
condition ; inſfomuch- that the common report, 


which is ever raſh and apt to lye,gave her out to be 
worth 
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worth, beſides what ſhe might have in Mony and 
Jewels, three hundred Pounds ſterling per am. 
and at leaſt ten thouſand Crowns in Houſhold- 
ſtuff. He who propogd the match between Dor 
Marcos and this J/idora, was a famous Trapanner, 
one that traded in all ſorts of Commodities, and a 
whole-fale-Merchant in the common Drugs of the 
female Sex. He gave Dow Marcos {uch an advan- 
tageous account of the Lady I/idora, that it made 
his teeth water to be acquainted with her, a curio- 
ſity he had never had for any perſon before. Nay, 
he perſwaded him ſo far that ſhe was rich, and the 
Widdow of a Cavalier, of one of the beit Houſes 
of Andaluſia, that, upon the firſt propoſals, he 
accounted himſelf as good as married to her. That 
very day, this ſabtil Sollicitor of Venereal Cauſes, 
whoſe name was Gamara , prevaiPd with Dozx 
Marcos to go along with him to viſit 1/dora at her 
houſe. The covetous wretch was raviſlfd at the 
neatneſs and magnificence of the Houſe, into 
which Gamara brought him , but much better 
pleas&d, when the conduttor atſur'd him, that both 
It, and all within it belong*d to I[{dora. He found 
cherein ſach Houſhold-ſtuff,ſuch Alcoves,Couches, 
and a profuſion of Perfumes, as might become a 
Lady of-the greateſt quality, rather than the future 
Spouſe of a ſimple Gentleman, that waited on a 
Grand Signor of Spazn ;, and for her own part, he 
thought ber at leaſt a Goddeis. Dow Marcos 
found her very buſie, about ſome extraordinary 
Works, ſitting between two of her Waiting- 
women, both ſo highly clad,and fo handſome,thar, 
notwithſtanding the natural averſion he had for 
expence, and eſpecially that occatiowd by a ſuper- 
fluous number of Domeſticks, be would have mar- 

ried 
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ried T/idora,though *rwere onely out of an ambition 
he then had,to have at his command, ſuch beauti- 
ful young Maids, as he took them to be. T/idora's 
diſcourſe was ſo excellent, that it not onely pleasd, 
but in a manner enchanted, Dow Marcos ; and 
what madean abſolute conqueſt of his heart, wasa 
magnificent Collation, at which the fineneſs of the 
Linnen, and the ſumptuouſneſs of the plate were 
antwerable to the other rich Houſhold-ſtuff of the 
Lady, at whoſe charge it was. There was preſent 
at this Collation a proper young Lad, named Au- 
guſtine, well cloatt?d, whom Jjdora taid was her 
Nephew, and whom his good Aunt, to ſhew her 
fondneſs of him, diminutively called Auguſt inetto , 
though he were above twenty years of Age. 1- 
ſidora and Auguſtinetto out-vy*d one the other in 
their treatment of Dow Marcos, and were ever 
preſenting him with what they thought beſt in the 
Collation ; and while our up-ſtart Gentleman 
farisfd his half ſtarv'd Stomach with proviſions 
for at leaſt one week, at the charge of another, his 
ears were charm'd by the ſiveet Voice of the 
Waiting-woman Marcel/a, who, to the found of 
a Virginal, ſing certain paſſionate Airs. Dor 
Marcos forgot his Gentility,and fed like a Farmer, 
and the Cotlation ended with the day, the hghr 
whereof growing deficient was ſupplrd by chat of 
four great wax-candles, in candleſticks of maſly fil- - 
ver exquiſitely wroughr, which Doz Marcos imme- 
diarely refolv/d within himſelf to reform into one 
ſingle Lamp, as ſoon as ever he were married to 
Ijidora. Augnſtinetto took a Gitthar, and plaid 
ſeveral Sarabands, which the crafty Marcella,and 
the other Waiting-gentlewoman ez, danc*d ad- 
miral!y well, exactly anſwering the found of the 
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Gitthar with their Caſtagnets. The diſcreet Gama- 
74 Whiſper'd Don Marcos in the ear, that the Lady 
Idora went to bed betimes. The civil Gentleman 
ftatd not for a ſecond advertiſement , and there- 


upon addreſſing himſelfto 1/dora, with fich extra- 


ordinary complements and ſo great proteſtarions 
of love and ſervice, as he had never made to any 


| before,he took leave both of her,and her Nephew 


Signor Anguſtinetto, leaving them at liberty to 
ſay what they thought of him. 

Don Marcos being thus deeply fallen in love 
with Ijdora, but much more with her money, ac- 
tEnowledgd to Gamara , Who accompanra him 
to his own lodging, that the beauriful Widow had 
ſmitten him in the more amorons part of his foul, 
and that he Would have parted with a finger, on 
condition he were already marrrd to her; inaſmuch 
as he had never met with any woman that pleasd 
his fancy better than ſhe did, telling hum withal, 
that after ther marriage, ſhe ſhould nor live at 
ſuch an extravagant rate. * She lives rather like 

© a Princeſs, than the wiſe of a private perſon, {as 
* the cautions Don Marcos to the diſſembling companion 
* Gamara, and conſiders not, that che hontho!d- 
* {tuff and plate ſhe hath, being turd into mony, 
* and that mony added to that which 1 have, 
* might bring in a conſiderable yearly rent, whic' 
*we may lay up for a reſerve, and, by the in- 
* duſtry it hatch pleagd God to beitow on me;rail2 a 
: - plentiful eſtate, and fortunes for the children we 
* may have between us. But ir Heaven ſhall rhink 
* fit, that we have no iſſue, ſince 1{4ora hath a hope 
« ful Nephew, we will {ettle all we ſhall oarher 
* together upon him, provided he anliver the expe- 


* ctarion I have of his well doing. 
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Don Marcos entertaurd Gamara with theſe 
diſcourſes,or others to the ſame effect, walking itil! 
on, till he found himſelf juſt at the door of his 
lodging. Gamara took his leave of him, after he | 
had promiſed, that the next day he would conclude 
his marriage with T/idora, and given him this rea- | 
ſon for his expedition therein, That aftairs of that 
nature, many times, miſcarried as much by delay as 
by the death of either of the parties. Don Marcos 
kindly embrac'd the dear carrier on of his deſigns, 
and diſmis'd him. He went immediately back to 
T/idora, to give her an account in what poſture he 
had left her humble Servant, and in the mean time 
our amorous Gentleman taking out of his pocket 
the end of a wax-candle, he faſter'd it to the point 
of his ſword, and having lighted it ata lamp, which 
burr'd before a publick Crucifix, in a place hard 
by, not without making a kind of ejaculatory 
prayer, for the good ſiicceſs of his marriage, he 
operrd, with a Miitreſs-key, the door of the houſe 
where he lay, and Iaid himſelf down in his wretch- 
ed bed, rather to paſs away the night in reflecting 
on his Loves, than in ſleeping. | 

The next morning Gamara comes to him, and 
acquainted him with the good news of the con- 
cluſion of þis marriage with T/idora, who referred 
it to Dor Marcos, to appoint the day, on which it 
ſhou!d be ſolemnized. The amorous Miſer told 
Gamara, that though he were married that very 
day, yet would it rot be as ſoon as he wiſh*d it. 
Gamara replrd that it depended wholly on him- 
ſeif ro conſummate his own happineſs: whereupon 
Don Marcos, embracing him, defir'd the contract 
112.0 be drawnup that very day, He appointed 
Gamara to meet him in the afrexncon, as foon as 
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he pleag&d, after he had waited on his Maſter at 
dinner. They both punCtually met at the time and 
place appointed. They went to T/idora's houſe , 
where Don Marcos was more nobly entertaird 
than he had been the time before. Marcella ſung ; 
Inez, danc'd : Auguſtineto plaid on the” Gitthar ; 
and T1/dora, the principal Actreſs, gave her future 
husband an extraordinary Treatment, whereof ſhe 
knew who ſhould defray the charge at laſt. Hede- 
vourd all was preſented to him with as little re- 
morſe asa Wolf half-ſtarv'd; and yer he could not 
forbear cenſuring the ſuperfluity of the expencein 
his ſoul. Gamara was ſent fora publick Notary; he 
brought one to act that part. The Articles of the 
Treaty of Marriage where ſoon ſet down, and as 
ſoon ſigned on both ſides. 

There was a motion made to Don Marcss, that 
he would play a game at Primero, to paſs away the 
time. © Heaven and all the Inhabitants of it for- 
© bid, ſays Dow Marcos, I piay at any kind of 
* game ! No, no; I ſerve a Maſter, who would 
© turn me out of his ſervice within a quarter ofan 


* © hour, if heſhonuld ever hear that I were a Game- 


* ſter; and for my own part, I am not ſo well 
* $kil'd, as to know the Cards. How infinitely am 
© I pleagd with what Signor Do Marces hath ſaid, 
© replies Tfidora, I am every day preaching the 
© ſame thing to my Nephew Auguſtinetto, but the 
© world is come to that paſs now,that the younger 
© ſort think themſelves too wiſe, to receive the 
* good counſels and admonitions of their elders, 
* much more to follow them. Go thy ways,unha p- 
* py boy, ſays ſhe ro Auguſtinetto, go bid Marcell; 
© and Inez make an end of their dinner, and come 
* and divert the company with their Caſtagnets. 

| XA While 
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While Auguſtimetto*was gone down to call up 
the Maids, Dor Marcos, addrefling himſeif to 1/- 
dcra, acquainte@her wit mind in theſe terms. 
© If Auguſtinetto will do as I would have him, 
© there are two things he mult abſtain from, as the 
* moſt contrary to my nature of any thing in the 
< world, and that is, Gaming, -ard being abroad 
< late m the nighr. I am deſirous that all-thoſe who 
© he within my doors ſhould be in their beds be- 
* times, and that, as ſoon as it 1s dark, the houſe. 
* doors ſhonidbe well botted and lock?*d. Not that 
* Iam ofa aiſtruitful kymour ; nay on the contra- 
* ry, Ido not think any thing more impertinent 
© than to be ſo, eſpecially wherf &- man hath an 
© honeſt and careful wife, as I att more than in 
* hopes to have: but thoſe houſes, where there 1s 
* any thing to be taken, can never be too ſecure 
* from Thieves, and Houſe-breakers, for 1f there 
© be but a fink-hole left open, they will make a 
* ſhift to get in, and for my part, it would break 
© my heart, if ſome idle raical of a Thief, without 
© taking any other pains, than what it coſts him to 
© carry away what he finds, ſhould, in a inſtant, 
* convey away, Whar I had much ado to get toge- 
© ther in many years. For theſe reatons therefore 
* centimres Pon tarcos, I will abiolutely forbid 
* im Gaming and Night-walking, or reſign him 
© up to be dealt with according to the diſcretion 
© of the Devil, for Don 21z7cos ſhall be no longer 
© ais Turor, 

Thecholerick Signor ſpoke theſe laſt words with 
Omuch tranſportation, that 1t coſt Tdora a great 
many mreaites and ſubmiſſions, to Jay his great 
ipirit, and reduce tum to his ordinary tranquility. 
She did as food as full on her knees, to defire Pe 
Onrces 
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Marcos, that he would be no longer angry,afluring 
him, that her Nephew ſhould give him all the fatis- 
faction he could expect, for he wasbut young, and 
of the moſt docile and compliant nature of any ſhe 
had ever known. 

They fell into ſome other diſcourſe, upon tne 
coming in of Auguſtine and the Dancing-women, 
and they ſpent ſome part of the night in dancing 
and ſinging. Don Marcos, to ſpare himſelf the 
trouble of returning to his own lodging, would 
have perſwaded Tjdora, to condeſcend, that they 
might, from that time, live together, as man and 
wife, or that at leaſt he might lie in her houſe, in 
regard it was grown later than he had imagiryd.But 
ſhe put on a ſevere countenance,andearneſtly pro- 
t-ſted,tha tever ſince the unhappy day that had re- 
duc'd her to the condnion of Widow-hood, never 
had any man ſet his foot into the chaſt bed which 
had ſometime been her dear Lord*s,nor ſhould any, 
till tze Church had interpogd her authority,and that 
whileſhe were a widow, no perſon ſhould ever he 
under her roof, but her Nephew Augu/?ne. 

Don Marcos was much pleagd with her reſolu- 
tion, notwithſtanding his amorous impatience. He 
bid her good-night, return'd to his lodging, accom- 
panrd by Gamara took out of his pocket the can- 
dle's end, {tuck it to the point of is fword, lighred 
it at the Lamp before the Crucifs,ina word,did ail 
he had done the night before,ſo punctual was he it 
allthings,unleſs it were that he ſaid not his prayers, 
as ie nad done, haply becante he thought his butines 
ettected, and that he fiood not in any need of Hea- 
Vers further atltitance. The Banes of Matrimony 
wWereioondsk don, for there happend tocome ivo 
A2 Or 
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or three holy-days together. At laſt, the marriage, 
ſo much defird on both ſides, was conſummated, 
and the ſolemnity thereof occaſion'd a greater Cx- 
pence then was expected from the penuriouſneſs 
of the Brid2-groom, who, ont of a fear of making 
any breach in his ten thouſand Crowns, borrow*d 
mony of his friends. The chiefeſt of his Maſter's 
ſervants were at the wedding, and took occafion 
ever and anon to commend the good choice he had 
made. The cheer was extraordinary,thou gh at the 
charge of Don Marces, who for that time was con- 
tent to defray all,and,by a prodigy of aftection,had 
cau&d very rich cloaths to be made for Iidora and 
hiumeit. 

TheGueſts departed in good time,and,the coaſt 
being clear, Don Marcos Went himſelf and lock'd 
tne doors, and ſhut to and barr*d the windows, not 
{© much ſor the ſecurity of his wife, as that of the 
Trunks, wherein his mony lay, which he order to 
be brought into his own room and ſet cloſe by the 
nuptial bed. The young couple went to bed, and 
while Don Marcos was groping for what he could 
not find, Marcella and Inez were grumbling in 
their own chamber, at the ſtrange humour of their 
Maſter, and blaming the forwardneſs of their Mt- 
ſtreſs, in taking a husband. Inez burſt forth into 
down-right ſwearing, and ſaid ſhe had rather be a 
Lay- Siiterin a Monattery, than Servant ina houte, 
whereof the doors were lockd n p at nine of the 
CLOCK. * And what would you do were you in my 

* condition ? ſays Marcella to Ince, ; for your bulſt- 

* nels 1s to go up and down, to provide for the 
© houſe, but for my part, who am a Gentlewoman 
* mae uÞ In haſte, I muſt lead a retird life, with 
© tie chatt ſpouſe of a jealous husband, and, of all 
* the 
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* the Serenades, which were given under our Win- 
* dows, I mult hear no more talk, than of the plea- 
© ſires of the next world. And yet we are not ſo 
* much to be bemoarrd as our friend Auguſt inetto, 
*fays Inez. He hath ſpent his youth in waiting as 
* a Gentleman-uſher on her whom he calPd his 
* Aunt, thongh ſhe wereno more fo thanI am, and 
* now thathe is come to write Man, ſhe puts him 
© under the tuition of a Pedagogue, who no leſs 
* than a hundred times a day, will reproach him 
© with his diet and cloaths, and God onely knows 
* and himſelf, whether he came honeſtly by them. 
© Thou telPſt me in that ſomewhat I knew not be- 
* fore, replies Marcella, and I give over wondring 
* at the ſeverity our Miſtreſs pretended to, when 
* her Nephew ad honores grew a little more fami- 
* liar withus than ſhe would have had him. HadI 
* been any thing forward to believe his proteſta- 
* tions, I ſhould ſoon have deprived the Aunt of 
* the Nephew ; but ſhe hath bred me up from a 
* child, and it is a certain gratitude, for us to be 
* faithful to thoſe, whoſe bread we eat. To tell 
_ © thee the truth, continued Inez, 1 cannot find in 
* my heartto have any averſion for that young fel- 
* low, and Imuit confeſs, that it rais'da great com- 
* paſſion in me, whenlI ſaw him only diſ-fatisfd, 
* and out of humour, among fo many others who 
* enjoy*d themſelves and were merry. 

In theſe diſcourſes did the two Waiting-women 
ſpend the time; aſter they were got into bed, and 
ſich were their commentson the marriage of their 
Maſter. Honeſt Inez fell a ſleep, but Marcella had 
ſomewhat elſe to do. As ſoon as ſhe perceiv'd that 
her companion was afleep, ſhe puts on her own 
cioaths, and made up a great bundle of thoſe of 7/7- 

X 4 aora's, 
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dora*s, and ſome of Don Marcosrs, which ſhe had 
ſhly got out of their chamber, before the over-cau- 
tious Sigror had lock'd the door, Having diſpatch'd 
her buſineſs, ſhe went her ways, and, becauſe ſhe 
had nointentionto return again, ſhe left open the 
doors of that part of the houſe where J[/dora liv'd. 
A while after, Inez awakes, and not finding her 
companion a-bed with her, ſhe was very deſirous 
to know what ſhould become of her at that time of 
the night. She hearkned a while at Auguſtine's 
chamber -door, not without ſome diftruſt and jea- 
louſie : but not hearing any noiſe within, ſhe went 
to ſearch for her inall thoſe places where ſhe con- 
ceivd ſhe might be, and found her not, but all the 
doors, throngh which ſhe had paſgd, wide open. 
She rent and knnck®d at that of the new-married 
couple, and did it with ſo much noiſe as put them 
ito a fright. She to'd them that Marcella was run 
away, that ſhe had left the doors open, and ſhe was 
atraid, that ſhe had carried ſomewhat with her, 
whereof ſhe intended not ever to make any reftt- 
tition. Dow Marcos ſtarts out of bed, as a perſos 
out of his wits,ran to look for his cloaths,but could 
not find them, nor Tidora's wedding gown. But 
what colmpleated his diſtraction, was, that, after a 
i1ght was brought into a room, he found, what he 
feaſt ſu! ſpected, his dear f pouſe of a far diticrent 
ticure, trom that, under which he had been fo 
much taken with ber ; nay, ſo drcadful was the ſpe- 
C<aCie,that the narrow-hearted fellow was ready to 
iwound. The poor Lady fitting up balf-afleep, balf- 

awake 1m her bed, never minded, that her Periwig 
was fallen off. Art laſt, ſhe ſees it on the ground, 

fallen down by tne bedſj de,and,taking it up, would 
have pur it on ; but a thing 1s never well, waen It 1s 
| | COne 
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done with too much precipitation. She,put on the 


dreſs with thar part before which ſhould have been 


behind, ſo that her face, which, ſo betimes inthe 
morning, had not receivd all its diurnal orna- 
ments,appear'd in a very odd poſture,and painted 
as it was,ſeemvd fo dreadful to Don Marcos,that he 
was afraid it might be ſome apparition. If he cat 
his eyes on her, he ſaw an uncouth monſter, and if 
he look'd about the room, he could not ſee his 
Cloaths. 1/;dora, extremely at a lofſ, made a ſhift to 


_ perceive that ſome of her counterfeit teeth were 


entangled in the long bruſhy,and well-briſtled mu- 
ſtachoes of her husband. She went to retrive them 
thence with much confuſion ; but the poor man, 
whom ſhe had frighter'd almoſt out of himſelf, 
imagining ſhe had no reaſon to put her hands: fo 
near his face, out of anv other deſign, taan to take 
him by the throar, or ſcratchout his eyes, retreat- 
ed, and ſhunn'd her approaches, with ſo much 
nimbleneſs, that ſhe, not admitted to cloſe with 
him, was at laſt forc'd to acknowledge, that his 
Muſtachoes had got away ſome of her teeth. Dor 
AAarcos, upon that, began to ſtroak them up, and 
having met with his Wives teeth, which had ſome- 
time been rhoſe of an Elephant, an original Inha- 
bitant of Africk, or the Eaſt-Indies, he flung them 
at her head with much indignation. She gather'd 
them together, as well as thoſe ſcatter'd in the Bed, 
as thoſe about the Room, and made her eſcape 
into a little Cloſet, with that exquiſite treaſure, 
and ſome head-bruſhes, which he took out of the 
Bag, where her Night-cloaths were. 

In the mean time, Dow Marcos having ſuffici- 
ently renonnCc'd his Chriſtianity, ſet himſelf down 
in a Chair, where he made mot ſad refletions on 

the 
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the misfoxrune had befallen him, in marrying a 
woman, who, by the ſhows of at leaſt ſixty winters, 


that powder'd her ſhav'd pate, had diſcover'd her 


{elf ro be older than he was, by twenty years, yet 
not ſo well ſtricken in them, but that ſhe might 
{pend the other ſcore in his company, nay, haply 
more. Auzuſrinetto, Wo was awald by the noiſe, 
came into the room, with his cloaths half oft half 
07, and did all lay 1n his power to appeaſe the Hus- 
band of his Aunt by Adoption: but all the Anſwer 
the poor Man could make to his remonſtrances, 
was, to figh, and ſometimes fmite his thighs ſome- 
times his face, with his bare hand. Then was it, 
that he bethought him of a noble Gold chain he 
had borrow'd,to adorn himſelf withal on his Wed- 
ding-day ; bur all he had left of i it, was that ſad 
reme >mbrance. Marcella had got it in the bundle 
of cloaths, which ſhe had carried away. Helook*d 
np and down for it, with ſome patience and tran- 
quiltity,very diligently ſearching every crany about 
the Chamber : but when he had wearied himſelf 
with ſearching, and was convinc'd, that it was loſt, 
torether with all the pains he had taken to look for 
It, never was there fiich a conflict of rage and af- 
fiction, as then diſtracted the poor Don Marcos. 
ns ſtghs were ſoloud, that, if people had been 
yake, they might have been hear d over the whole 
quarter. Upon thoſe doleful lamentations, 1/idora 
comes our of the cloſer, but fo changd, and fo 
beautiful, that he thought his Wife now the third 
time metamorphosd. He look'd on her with a 
certain aſtoniſhment, and ſpoke not toher with any 
inadignatian. He took out of one of Iis Trunks 
tne Cloaths he wor? every day, put them on, and, 
toliowd by Arguyinetto , went out to weary him- 
ſeit 
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ſelf in running up and down itreets, after the 
miſchievous Marcella. They ſought, and ſearclyq 
and enquird, but all to no purpoſe, till the clock 
ſtriking twelve minded them of their Dinner, 
which was made up of what had been left of the 
Wedding-feaſt. Dow Marcos and TIfidora fell a 
quarrelling,as people that were deſirous to eat,and 
fed as heartily as people inclining to quarrel. Yer 
would T/idora now and then put in a word, to pa- 
cifie Don Marcos, and to bring him into his for- 
mer peaceable humour, ſpeaking to him with the 
greateſt humility and mildneſs imaginable, and 
Auguſtinetto did all he conid to make an acco- 
modation between them : but the loſs of the 
Chain of Gold was as great a torment to Dor 
Marcos, as if he had been run through the Body 
with a Dagger. 

They were ready to rife from the Table, and 
only ſtaid for Auguſtinetro to make an end, who 
minded his belly more than their difference, when 
there came into t1e room two men, from the Ad-. 
miral of CafteePs Steward, to entreat Madam 1- 
ſidora, that ſhe would return the Plate he had lent 
her for fifteen days, and which ſhe had now kept a 
month. T/idora knew not any other Anſwer to 
make them, than that it ſhould be forth-coming. - 
Don Marcos told them that it was now his, and 
that he would keep it. One of the men ſtaid in 
the room, to be inſight of what they made ſo much 
difficulty to reſtore, while the other went to the. 
Steward, who immediately came, and reproach'd 
I/idora with her unhandſome carriage, made littie 
account of the oppoſition of Don Marcos, and all 
he had to fay for himſelf, carried away the Plate, 
and left the Man and Wife ready to quarre!, upon 

oney 
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this new occaſion of quarrelling. Their conteſt 
was almoſt brought to an accommodation, when a 
Broker, accompanied by his Servants, and ſome 
Porters, came into the room, and told 1jdora, that, 
fince ſhe was richly match'd, he came for the 
Houſhold-ſtuff ſhe had taken upon hire, together 
with the Brokage-mony, unleſs ſhe had a mind to 
buy them out-right, and fo ſpare him the trouble 
of taking them down. 

This unexpected accident put Dor Marcos out 
of all patience : he would have beatenthe Broker ; 
tne Broker made it appear that he was a man as 
able to return as to receive, and fell a railing at 
I;dora, who return'd him as good as he brought. 
He beat her ; ſhe reveng*d her ſelf as well as ſhe 
could, the conſequence whereof was, that, in a 
ſhorttime, the floor was ſtrew*d with the teeth and 
hair of J/idora, and the Cloak, Hat, and Gloves of 
Den Marcos, Who, tiizugh he had little reaſon 
for it would needs take his Wife*s part. 

While the Combatants gather up the broken 
pieces of their harneſs, and the Broker carries away 
tae goods, and 1s paid for the uſe of them, as a Bro- 
ker, and that all together make a noiſe asf Hell 
were broke looſe, the Landlord of the Houſe, who 
had Lodgingsin ſome part of it, comes into 1/dora's 
room, and told her, that he would not have 
jich a ſtir kept in his Houle, and that if they re- 
ſoivedto continue it, they ſhould look out for ano- 
ther Lodging. © How now,you impertinent Cox- 
* comb, ſs;zs Dow Marcos, do you get out of mine, 
* or Iſhall end you hence with more expedition 
* than vou came hither. The Landlord aniwerd 
him wita a box on the ear ; he who had receiv'd it, 
being weary of that kind of engagement, look'd 

about 
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about for his Sword or Ponyard ; but Marcella 
had carrrd themaway. idora,and her pretended 
Nephew ſtep*d in between them, and appeaſed the 
Landlord, but could prevail little with Don Marcos, 
who running his head -againſt the walls, called 
Tidora a thouſand damn'd-baſe-piltering-1impu- 
dent-cheating- and-trappanning-Whores. Ifidora 
made him Anſwer, weeping, that ſhe could not ute 
too much ſibtlety, to draw in ſo deferving a Dcz 
Marcos as he was, and therefore he ſhould rather 
applaud her ingenuity, than bear her, as he bad 
done, adding withal, that a Husband, even in point 
of honour, was blameable for bearing his Wye : 
Don Marcos, (wearing very learnedly, proteited, 
that he knew no other point of honour than hs 
Money, and that he would be unmarried. J{idera 
with an exceſſive humility, made a contrary pro- 
ceſtation, that ſhe would never conſent thereto ; 
ſwore to Don Marcos, that it was not in his por cr 
to dillolve the facred tye of a lawtul Marriage, 
and advied him to patience. 

. He was once more appeas'd, and bethought 
himſelf, that a new Lodging mult be caken, the old 
one being grown tno hot tor them. Doxz Aarces 
and the Nephew went out to take one, and ſo 1- 
fiacra had a little relaxation. Theſe unexpected 
accidents raisd a little commotion within her, but 
when ſhe look'd alout the room, and faw not the 
Hangings, for thoſe were gone, but the Trunks 
well Ind with Silver, ſhe took heart, and bore the 
more patiently the reſt; diſpolitionot the Husband 
which brought them thither. 

Don Marcos took fome convenient Lodgings in 
the ſame Ouarter, where his Maſter Ig, and ſent 
back Amugu{Fizetic t dine with his Aunt, being him- 

fit; 
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felf; as he ſaid, to much prefgd with grief, to eat 
out of the ſame Diſh with that tranſcendent Cheat. 
But in the evening he came to her, with all the 
days vexation, and cruel as Tyger ; not fo much 
out of kindneſs to the Woman, as to viſit his 
Trunks, and, by his preſence, to ſecure them. 7. 
fidora entertain'd him with all the ſubmiſſions and 
complacency imaginable ; inſomuch that they lay 
together, and paſsgd away the night without any 
Alarms. In the morning,as ſoon as ſhe was dresd, 
ſhe had the confidence to deſire him, to go to the 
new Lodgings, there receive the goods, which ſhe 
would order her Nephew and Jzez to ſee brought 
thither in a Waggon. Don Marcos went thither, 
and, while he vvas contriving hovv to diſpoſe of 
them into ſeveral rooms, the ungrateful 1/dora, the 
young Rogue Auguſtine, and the pertidious Inez 
plotted rogether, and packd up all rhe beſt things 
ina Wagon, got into themſelves, leave Madrid, 
and take their vvay towards Barcelona. Den 
Aarcos grevv vveary of ſtaying for them,and vvent 
back to his old quarters,vvhere he found the Doors 
lock*d, and vvas told by the Neighbours, that they 
were gone away vrith the Goods many hours ſince. 
He returind tn the place from whence he came, 
1magining he had miſ#d the Wagon by the way,but 
tound no more than what he had left there. He 
immediately marches back again, miſtruſting what 
misfortune might have happened to him ; he breaks 
open the Door, and found there, only ſome old 
Bed-ſteads, Stools, Tables, and Fire-1rons, Which it 
ſeems they thought either too troubleſome, or not 
worti the carrying atwvav. There wasno body tobe 
_ Teveng*d on but himſe!f; his venerable Beard and 
Hair were tae firit ſufferers for 1s jolly ; then hts 
Eyes; 
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. Eyes ; he bit his Fingers till the blood guſt'd our, 


and had a great temptation to make away with 
himſelf ; but the hour was not yet come. 

There are not any ſo unfortunate, but they flar- 
ter themſelves with ſome hope : he ran up and 
down to all the Inns about Madrid, to find our 
thoſe, who had left him fo baſely in the Inrch, bur 
could not meet with any tidings of them. J/idora 
had not been ſo ſimple as to hire a Waggon that 
ſhould return thither any more ; ſhe had takenic 
up at a Village not far from Madrid, and, to a- 
void purſuit, had agreed with the Wagoner, thar 
he ſhould make no longer ſtay in the City, than 
were requiſite to take in her elf, her company,and 
her goods. Wearier than a Dog, that had run all 
day after a Hare and miſt her, the poor Gentleman 


wasreturning from his ſearching the Inns abour the 


City and Suburbs, when it was his chance,to meer 
Marcella full-but in the Streets. He laid ho!d of 
her. © Have ] met with thee, O thou moſt mif- 
* chievous of all thy Sex, /aid he, thou ſhait now 
* reſtore all thou haſt ſtollen from me. O my 
* God, my dear Creator, replies the crafty Bag- 
; gage, without the leaſt diſcovery of any trouble p 
how did it alwaysrun inmy thoughts,that all che 

* miſchief would fall upon my head ! My deareſt 
* Maſter, be pleasd to hear me, for the Bietled 
* Virgins ſake : do but give me the hearing, be- 
* fore you diſhonour me. I am an honeit Maid , 
* and of good repute, and the leaſt ſcandal you 
* ſhould force me to give my Neighbour, won'd 
© be infinitely prejudicial to me, forI am upon the 
* point of marriage. Be pleagdto go along with 
*m?e into the Entry of this Houle, and atiord m2 
© but your patient attention for a quarter of an 
* hcvrx 
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: hour, and I will tell yon what is become of your' 
Chain, and all you have loſt. I had been already 
* infornd, that I was charg'd with all that had 
© paſ&d,and Itold my Miſtreſs whatir would come 
* to,whenſhe commanded me to do what I accord- 
© ingly did : but ſhe was Miſtreſs ; I, her Servant. 
* Wois me !How miſerableare they whoſe depend- 
© ance is upon others, and what pains they take, 
* and what miſchief they muſt ſometimes do, to 
© earn a piece of bread. 
Don Marcos was a perſon guilty of as little 
malice as any other; the tears and eloquence of the 
crafty Marcela prevaiPd with him, not only to 
hearken to her, but alſo to believe what ſhe ſaid to 
him.He went therefore along with her into the en- 
try ofa great houſe, where ſhe told him,that 1/dora 
was an old decard Curtezan, who had ruined all 
thoſe who were ſo unhappy as to fall in love with 
her, yet had not much advantagd her teif thereby 
by reatfon of the vaſt expences ſhe was zt. She fur- 
cher acquainted him with what ſhe had underſtood 
from her companion Þez, that Arrguftimerro was 
not 1;dira's Nephew, bur a kind Night-bird, the 
Baſtard of another Curtezan, of her acquaintance, 
and that ſhe maintain'd him, under the notion of 
her Nephew,to gain her ſelf the greater authority 
amony thoſe of her own profeſſion, and to revenge 
her quarrels. She told him, that ſhe had delivere: 
the gold-chain & the other things ſhe had card 
away,tothat Heftor, & that it was by his order,ſhe 
had gone away in the night,& without taking her 
leave,which was a pure trick pur upon her,that ſhe 
only might be rhoughr guilty of ſo leud an action. 
This platilible ftorv Marcella told Dcn Marcos, 
ont ofa hope itwivht procure ber eſcape out of his 


hands, 
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hands, or at lerſt to obſerve the good cuſtom, 
which moſt Servants have, to be very apt to lie, 
and to tell of their Maſters, as well what they do 
not, as what they do, know. She concinded he 


_ vindication,with a promiſe that all things ſhould br 


returned him when he leaſt expected it, i amapagat 

him in the mean time to exerciſe his patience. 

* You ſpeak very well, ſays Dor Marces to her, os 

© I think it as likely;chat I That! never fee any ching I 
* again ; there being bur little probability, that the 
« perfidious Quean, who hath carried away all I 

* have been gathering together theſe thirty years, 

* ſhould ere come back again to make me any 
© reſtitution. He thereupon told Marcella all that 

had happerrd at [/idorz's lodgings finc2 her depar- 

ture thence. *© Is it poſlible, ſhe ſhould be at {ich A 

* loſs of all conſcience, ſays the lewd Marceila to him. 

* Ah! my dear Maſter, now I perceive, it was not 
* without juſt grounds, thatlI pitied your condition ; 

* but I durſt not tell you ſo much, for the rv 
* night your things were carried away I was 
© repreſenting it my Miſtreſs, that it would be un- 
* worthily done, to meddle with your chiin ; bnt 
* what bitter words and blows it coſt my 2907 

* carcaſe, he above only knows. I have to'd the: 

* but the truth, how all things {tarid, /a;s Dor: 
* Marcos to her, fetching a deep {jgh, and the worſt of 
* it1s, that I have not the leaſt apprehenſion of any 
: - remedy. I have then ſomewhat to propote to vor: 

* in this extremity, repl”d Marcella. * There is a c: 

* tain perſon in this City, of my acquaintance, wi? 

* wita Gods pernuſſion,will tell you Qere You mas 

* find thele people,who have © high'y injur'd v Oli. 

© Heis a perſon achniradie © [11S d>2p learning, 
* and on? that hath Legions of Devis at his d-- 
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* votion, and commands them with ſuch an abſo- 

© lute power, as if he were the Prince of darkneſs 

* himfel And what makes more for the attain- 

* ment of your deſires, you are to know, that this 
* excellent man hath ſo great a kindneſs tr me, 
* that Iam in hopes ere Jong to be h1s wite. 

The credulous Don Marcos entteated her, of 
all love, that ſhe would bring him to the fight of 
this miracle ofthe Black Art ; which Mn cells Pro- 
mis'd ſhe would do, and appionted him to meet 

1er, the next day, at the ſame place. Don Marcos 
came, and had not been there long, ere Marcella 
came alto, who immediately told the beſotted man, 
that the Magician, of whom he had ſpoken to him 
the day before, had already taken fome paines, in 
order to the finding out of what had beeen ſtolle 
irom hum, and char, to Carry on his work, he 20 
ed only a certain quantity of Amber, Musk, and 
ſome other Perfirmes, ro entertain the Spirits he 
was to invoke, who were all of the firſt order, and 
of the beſt konſes of hell. Doz Marcos without 
any deliberation, carried 2farcella to the Drug- 
liers, and boug! it what quantities thereof ihe ap- 
pot ned him, to infinitely did he think himſelf 
obliged to her, thar ſhe kad found him out a Magict- 

an. oe :frerwards conducted lim to an obicure 


houſe, which looked very ſutpiciouſly, where, 1n a 
&roun d-IOOM, or rather a Ce tlar, wretchedly 
Tnatted abour, W e Was r=ccivd, by a man ina long 


Caitock, wit! = u1ge buſhy beard, who {pake to 
him with a CaT d -al of an al ity. 
A frop: 
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hold, in each hahd one; causd him to ſit down in a 
very low chair, and exhorted him, but too late, not 
to fear any thing. He put afterwards ſeveral que- 
ſtions to him, as to his age, courſe of life, and the 
goods which had been taken away trom him ; and 
after he had look'd intoa Glaſs that ſtood by, and 
read ſome time in a certain book, he told Dor 
Marcos, who was ready to—for tear, that hehad 
found out where the things were, and thereupon 
deſcrib*d them,one after another, ſo exactly,accor- 
ding to the inſtructions he had recerv'd from Mar- 
cella, that Don Marcos let the candles fall out of 
his hands, to go and embrace him about the neck. 
The grave Magician blaned him very much for 

his impatience, and told him, that the operations of 
his infallible Art requir'd a ſerious and refery*d 

compoſure ofthe body,adding withal, that,for acti- 

ons, of a lower degree of confidence and familia- 

rity, the Spirits had ſometimes beaten, nay ſtrang- 

led ſome men. Don Marcos grew pale at thoſe 

words, and ſetled himſelf again in his chair,after he 

had taken up the candles. 

The Magician askd for the Perfumes, whic! 
Dow Marcos had bought, and the counterfeit ar- 
cella delivered them to him. Till then, ſhe had been 
a devout ſpectator of the Ceremonies ; but, being 
now upon the point of Invocation, he ordered her 
to quit the room, pretending that the Spirits could 
not endure the company of women-kind,eſpecially 
if there were any miſtruſt of the diſaptdation of 
their Virginity. Marcella, making a low curtzy, 
went out of the room, and the Magician taking a 
copper chaffing-diſh, full of coals, made as if he 
caſt on them the perfumes, winch Don Aarcos 


had brought, but he had mix'd among them a good 
, quantity 
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quantity of ſtinking Sulphur, which made ſuch a 


thick ſmoak, that the Magician himſelf who had un- 


adviſed!ly kow*d down his head too near the coals, 
wasalmoſt choak*d by it. He cougt'd as violently as 
if he had hada burrin his throar, and fo often, that 
his buſhy beard, which was not of the growth of 
the country where it was then planted,and it ſeems 
had not been well faſted, fell down, & diicover'd 
the Magician, to be the ſame pernicious Gamara, 
who had trapann'd him into all his misfortunes. 
Upon this diſcovery, Dow Marcos made no diffi- 
culty tofling away his magical candles,and totake 


the lmpoſtor by the throat,which he graſp*das hard. 


as he could, crying out with a dreadful voice, 
Thieves, Thieves. The Magittrate attended by ſome 
Officers,chanc'd to paſs by jult at that time ; They 
cameinto the houſe,where they imagin'd the noiſe 
was made,which was the greater,in regard Gamara, 
whome Don Marcos {till had by the throat, cred 
out as loud as the other. The Officers, at their en- 
trance into the houſe, met with Marcela, whom 
they ſecurd,and afterwards,having broke open the 
door of the Necromanticai chamber, they found 
Dun Marcos and Gamara grapled together , and 
tumbling up and down the floor. The Magiſttate 
knew Gamzrafor a perſon,he had lookd after a long 
fime,anc one he had order to apprehend as a noto- 
rious Nightwaiker,a Pandar,anda ſearcher ofcther 
mens houtes without anv Commullion. He com- 
manded themall three to prifon,6r caus*d an inven- 


tory to be taken of all things tound in tte room. 


Doan Marcos was (et at liberty the next day, upon 
his Maſters engagement for him.;Te was brovght in 
asa WImneis againit Gamara ard Marcia, who were 
tound 4 vi ry of daving ſtcllen tioſe goods of his 
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which were named in the Inventory. There were 
many other things found, ſome whereof they had 
ſtollen, ſome taken in, as Pawns, for Gamara was a 
Jew, and conſequently a Broker, and an Uſirer, 
When he was taken, he was upon the point of mar- 
riage With Marcell/a,who brought him,as a portion, 
beſid2s what fhe had ſto!Pd from Don Marcos, an 
inclination to ſteal, not inferiour to that of her fu- 
ture husband ; an aptitude to learn any thing he 
would have taught her, nay to exceed her Tutor, 
and a body handſome, whoteſome, and young 
enough, to be often bought, often ſea”d and deli- 
verd, and likely to weather out, a long time, all 
the ſervices and inconveniences of Curtezamiſm, 
The juſtneſs of Don Marcos's caule, {i:pported by . 
the mediation of his Maſter, procur'd him the reſti- 
tution of all that had been ſtollen from him. Gam. 


«ra was condemr'd to the Gallies for the remain- 
der of his lite, unleſs he ſhould out-live ninety- 


nin2 years ; and Marcella was order'd to be ſe- 
verely whipp'd and baniſt'd ; and the common 
opinion was, that they were very favourably dealt 
with. As for Don Marcos, he was not ſo glad of 
having recoverd ſome of his things, and being re- 
veng'd of Gamara and Marcella, as troubled, that 
the cheating Rogue was no real Magician. The 
loſs of his ten tnouſand Crowns made him in a 
manner diſtratted. He went every day to viſit all 
the Inns abour Madrid, till, at lait, he met with 
certain Mule-drivers, who, returning from Bar- 
_ to:d him, that they had mer, within four or 
ve days journey of Madrid,a Wagon, loaden with 
moths tut, in which there were two won: 
and a young man, and tinat they were forc- ad 
to mare ſome ſtay at an Inn, becatiſe two 


FI tho... 
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their Mules had dvd by the way, through over-| 
driving. They deſcrib'd the men and the two 
women, ſo as that Dow Marcos preſunvd they could 
be no other than T/idora, Inez, and Auguſt inetto, 
Upon this advertiſ{ment, without any further de- 
liberation, he put himſelf into a Pilgrims habit, 
and having Letters of recommendation from his 
Maſter to the Vice-Roy of Catalonia, and a De- 
Cree out of the Court againſt his fugitive wife, he 
took his way towards Barcelona, ſometimes a foot, 
{ometimeson Mules, and got thither in a few days. 

He went immediately to the Port, to take up 
his lodging, and the firſt thing he ſaw, as he came 
into it, was his own Trunks, carr! d | by Porters 
into a Shallop, and T/dora, Inez, and Auguſtine mar- 
Ching after them , as a Convoy, to be thence 
convey*d into a Veſſel that lay in the Haven, 
wherein they were to embark for Naples.Don Marcos 
follow'd his enemies, and went along with them 
into the Shallop, as fierce as a Lion. They knew 
him not, by reafon of his broad-brimm'd Pilgrims 
hat, and took him for one going to our Ladies. of 
Loretta, whereas the Mariners recerv*d him as one 
of tie fame company, becaute he came 1n ſo con- 
fidently along with them. 

Don Marcos, being thus got into the Shallop , 
coutd nor fit {till, by reaſon of the diſtraction of 
his thoughts, not fo much out of any reflection 
what ſhould become of bimf{clf, as what ſhould be- 
come of his Trunks. In the mean time, the Shal- 
loD, made towards the Veſſel, and with ſuch ſpeed, 
or rather Dc Marcos was = taken up with what 
run 1 his im1nd, that he was got under the Vellel, 

e he thoughr himiclt near her. They began to 
_ up thc © things ; Which action awaken'd Don 
Marcos 
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Marcos out of the Lethargy he was 1n, which yet . 
was not ſuch, but that he ſtil] had his eve on the 
deareſt of his Trunks wherein all his MONEY WAS. 
One of the Marriners came to faſten that Trunk, 
with ſome others, to the puliy, to be drawn vÞ 
into the Veſiel. Then it was, that Dow Marcos for- 
cot himſelf; he ſaw the Trunk taſted, though he 
ſate cloſe by, yet was not mov 'd ; but [veins It 
lifted up in the air, he laid hold on it with both 
hands, by the iron rings, whereby it was removed 
from one place to another, refolv'd never to Part 
with it any more. ?T1s poſlible, he mehr bave 
had his delire, for what will nota covetous perſon 
do,to preſerve his mony ? But,as ill fortune wou'd 
have it, that Trunk got oof? from the cf-»x 
two, which were faſtned with ir, and falling ini 
pon the head of the unfortuna - iviiicr, WrO Vet 
would not ict YO [11S hold, tumbied (3m nt tne 
Sea, and tjience into another ; Place ten rimes de 
per than it. JI/idora, Ine, and Auguſtine eng 
him, juſt as he and the Trunk were falling 1 10 fe 
water : but the loſs of the one pur taem vto a 


' greater trouble, than the revenge they feard trom 


te other. Auguſtine, CNT rag 'd-to ſee fluch a valt 
ſum of mony lot, and not able to ſinotter the firſt 
eruptions of his ſary, gave yes Mariner, who had 
been ſo n2glgent in O_— of the Irunks a 
hearty blow over the face. The Marriner, returiwd 
It With Intereſt, and —_ Mis revenge fo far, 
_ at lair, he turd him over-board. As he was 
filling | into the water, he laid ho:d on the nnior- 
rUnace Iidor a, W119 couid not ay HO ON any CNN ng, 
and ſo was forc? PItO., accompany ner dear Nepne 
who, nuch againſt his w1 I went to ſee what ws 
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Into the Veſſel, with what was remaining of the 
goods, which ſhe ſquanderd away in a ſhort timg 
at Naples ; and, after ſhe had traded, and liv'd 
many vears a Curtezan, ſhe at laſt did like a 
Curtezan, that 1s, in the Hoſpital. 


Wo 
| - -— ———— ” 


SCAREUONs 


NOVELS. 


The Unexpeted C "OY 


—— 
_— 


7he Fighth Novel. 


Hough it be the firſt requiſite in the writing 
XZ ofa i ſtory, to begin with the circumſtance 
of Timz,yet mult I (who am a man of an humour 
Þy my feif, ard havealways pretrended to greater 
Anceriry then any thar ever emp:oy*d themſelves 
11 writing Nov cle) acknowledge my {elf at a loſs, 
as tn fijs Pattic and can only ſay that whar 
T2 mm GONE OT ns happer'd during the time that: 
Taxes Was govermd by Kings. Under one of 
He named { if my n{traCtions deceive me not ) 


Ziprmc, there Iv ved one Lecnard de S. Severin, 

i A, _ , 
Prince of 7 rm, one of the Chiefeſt Grandees of 
Fiz "Sri and & rhe > moſt eminent for Mritary 


Altus .of is cons 5 T o the great regret of all Io- 
yrs Of Horoics Sprites, Ins exciient perion dies 
1 22 SuUMMET of hs « Ag 2, and noble expicits, and 

| ICaves 
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leaves the Principality of Tarentum to an only 
Daughter, named Matilda, of whom I find one 
very pleaſant remark, whereof I think it my duty 
togivetheReadera ſtrict account,to wit, that the 
very day of her Father's death, ſhe had been upon 
the Theatre of this World, juſt ſixteen years and a 
half, wanting eleven weeks, and conſequently 


- that from the time that her Parents made uſe of 


the means to get her,we may account much about 
ſeventeen years. This young Princeſs was born, 
or begot (it matters not much whether) under 
ſo benevolent a Conſtellation, as if a Society of 
Aftrologers had minuted either the coition or the 
nativity,to her advantage only, without any com- 
unication of its influences, to others that might 
poſlibly come into the World at the ſame time. 
But whether we are ſo much oblig'd to the ſtars 
for their influences as thoſe Gentlemen tell us, or 
not, certain it 1s, that common fame gave it out 
of Matilda, that ſhe was beautiful as an Angel , 
and that this beauty, leſt it might dazzle ſuch as 
beheld it, was ſurrounded by ſo extraordinary a 
mildneſs and ſiveetneſs of nature, as gave occaſion 
to ſuch as were unacquainted with the ſtrangeneſs 
of her ingenuity, to ſuſpect her being at a great 

diſtance from it. RY 
Her Father, having no other, and out of hopes 
of any more Children, had long beiore his death 
promiſed her in marriage to Profþero, Prince of 
Salerna. This Preſpero was a perſon of an infolent 
and very ingomplant humour : and yet the pat- 
tern of mildneſs and ſerenity , Matilda, by reaſon 
of her often ſeeing of him, and bearing with his 
imperious treatment of her, had brought her ſelf 
to ſich a cuſtom of loving and fearing him, thar 
Cre 
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there was never any.ſlave ſo abſolutely dependent 
on the diſpoſal of a Maſter, as this young Princes 
was on that of old Proſþero ; for, in compariſon of 
a perſon ſo young as Matilda, I may juſtly fo call 
a man, who trebled her Age, that 18, wanted not 
much of completing a Jubilee. 

The Love ſhe bore this ſuperannuated Lover 
might well be called a certain awe and ſubmiſsion, 
-* {240 by cuſtom, rather then the effect of any in- 
clination ; and yet, however it might be called, it 
was to full of ſincerity, as that which he bore her 
was of ſel Emery Not but that he had a kind- 
ne: and ati:Ction for her, and that to as higha de- 
gre as poſlibly he coutd hk: ve, and in that he did 
no more then what any other might have done as 
well, fince ſhe was the molt amiabie perſon in the 
Wortd : : but he was of his own nature, one that 
was incap:ibie of being amorous to any great 
height, and in the perfon, to whom he directed his 
aitections, fettinga value on her merit and beauty, 
diſtinct from that due to her upon the account of 
her weaith. According to this Character of him, . 
his addrefies ſhould have been very 1importunate 
ro Mati/da ; and yet he was lo fortunate, Or Ia- 
ther ſhe to eaſily fat isfy*d, that though he had not 
tor her all the reſpects and COmpt'y ances requiite 
ina Perſon that knows how to love, ne neverthe- 

leſs became abfolnre Ma ſter of her aiiections, and 
by accuſtoming her to his ul humours, brought 
her to think them the more {iz pportable. He 
always found fault with whatever fhe did , 
and was perperi. iy perſccuting her with 
thoſe WMETUCHONS WHICH Srave Þerions are apt to 
give to young, people, and Which the latter ſo un- 
KINQIY entertain, Jn a Word, he muſt have been 

more 
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more troubleſome to her then an ill-natur'd Go= 
verneſs , if ſhe could have found any thing to. 
quarrel At, in a perſon whom ſhe truly 1ov'd. This 
indeed muſt be ackonwledg&d, to his commend- 
ation, that when he was in a good humour , he 
entertaird her with pieafſant irortzs of the old 
Court, he play'd on the Guitar betore her, and 
expreſ&d his aCtivity in footing of a Saraband. 
His age I gave an account of be -lore, winch was, 
that if he had alienated his Patrimeny, he was 
within two years of his reftauration, according to 
the Jewiſh Law-giver. There was littl to be ah- 
jected againſt his perſon; he was very neat ad 
modiſh in his Cloaths, but above all extrean » ; 
curious in his Periwiggs, a Clear arguinzrt thathe 
had bur little hair of "his own, what [ENVICE 1VEVEL 
he my have loſt it in. Nor was he neg.igc it in 
ordering his teeth, for the greater beauty of © EM, 
only it might be ſaid that time, which ſhortens 
other things, had made them ſomewiurt loner 
then they were twenty or thirty years before. He 
allo took a great deal of pains to exceed otnurs 
in the whiceneſs and ſuifterd the nail of the ltric 
finger of his left hand, ro grow to a very great 
lenth, Which he th onght the fineſt piece of £ calln- 
try in the World ; for which I cannot imagine. 
what reaſon he might have, unleſs it were to diſtin- - 
guith him from all others. Moreover, he wrs a 
great Artit in the diiÞoling and intermixture of 
his Feathers and Ribbands ; very punctual in the 
obſervance of ſome devotion at night ; went al- 
wayes pertun'd, and his Pockets were ne\ "Cr uns 
ernnifld with ſomewhat to eat, and Verics to. 
recite ; and he forgot not to bring along with him- 
fome wretched Copies of his own production. 


AS 
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As for new Songs, and whatever were A-la-mode of 
that kind he was as well ſtor*d as any man, and as 
cheaply ; for, of thoſe who had the reputation of 
being ingenious, he was a great lover of ſuch only 
as expected nothing from him. He had a little 
ſmattering skill upon ſeveral inſtruments ; did his 
exerciſes paſlably well, and above all others, that 
of Dancing. He had done ſome remarkable act- 
1ons,whence he might have pretended to-ſome re- 
pute of gallantry ; but theſe were counterpoiz'd 
by a many others, not fit to come into that Claſs, 
ſo that they were, as a man may ſay, like Cherries 
haſtily gather'd, for one ripe one, two or three 
that were not. In fine, to make a more perfect 
Anatomy of the perſon, I concetve 1t cannot be 
done any way ſo well, as by a certain deſcription, 
which I had occaſton to make of one who thonght 
It his ſhorteſt way to reputation, to write ſome- 
what againſt me, wherein he would needs make 
my diſeafes, and the deformities of my body = 
ſubject of his Satyr. Asto the fame he propoyd 

to himfelf, he is the more likely to obtain 1t ; be- 
cauſe both his writings and mine contribute to the 
accompliſhment of his deſires. And thus much of 
his Character fuits with the perſon I am now to 
deſcribe, and fo I ſhall not ſtick to give this latter 
the ſims 2n10mination, as I had done the other, 
which was ; 


Th Fanta flick Gallant. 


Ere lies one known fo well by fame, 
That we n22d not Inquire his name, 
Nee ang no other ſinperſer] ip: 101 
For his qifcor ry, than tot} doer. pt 191. 


HA 
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He'd been a tow*rdly child and bold, 
And fate a Horſe at ſeven year old ; 
But alas! who would ere have thought, 
He ſhould at manhood come to nought ? 


To ſinging he a love did bear, 
Though he had neither voice, nor ear; 
And at a dance he would make one, . 
Though's dancing-days were well-nigh gor. :. 


Yet as to this fair Quality 
Some ſtick not to afhrm, not I; 
Thar they are not the belt to dance 
Whove lived at Naples, or in France 


There was another great diſaſter, 
Our Gallant was a Poetaiter ; 
And Verſes made, ſuch as they were, 
But ſtill Minerva was not there. 


He had too, but the Dev*] was i'r, 
A Fortnight's mind to be in print ; 
Yet was he at perperual Jars, 
With Printers, and with Book-ſellers 


With theſe he had treaties many, 
But ſtill without effect in any ; 
They ſtill with charge and hazard cloſe, 
Liking Mens works to Gondoloes. 


Of theſe ſome few, for itate or price, 
For Grandees were and Seigneuries, 
Others, for many that deſire 
Frequent convenierc?, at 19W hire. 


To 
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To neither he contribute wou'd, 
Parted with Coin like. drops of blood ; 
And fo the cautious Crew to ſpight, 
Did all tranſcribe, or all recite. 


Another way then came us pate 


His reputation to dilate ; 
Of ſome new Mode to be tivinventer , 
His wits he ſtretclvd upon the Tenter. 


For colours, Mottoes, and deviſes 
To pleaſe fair Ladies of all ſizes, 
All came to him, ſooner or later, 
As to perpetual Dictator. 


Of Fancies, Periwigs, and Feathers, 
He had to ſuit all forts of weathers ; 
Yet might he juitly mak*c his boalt, 
That all was dono with little coſt. 


Another humor much did haunt 
This Fancy-Feather-wigz*d Gallant ; 
His Pedigree he would derive 
As far as any man alve. 


From truth, I mean ; for had he not 
A Chriitian been, *cauſe ſo begot 
( However he had fcap*d tne bryers ) 
The HeatlPniſh Gods had bin his Sires. 


But Modeſty a Vertue 1s, 
Sometimes reſides in Palaces ; 
SO ſome well known-Heroick coition 
Did fatishe his great ambition. 
Howce're, 
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Howe're, he had no mind to wars 
Becauſe men thence returrd with ſcars, 


Broken pates, wounds, and many thumps, 


Diſorder?d limbs, and wooden ſtumps. 


Yet would he talk of fights and fallies, 
Pitch'd fields on mountains, or 1n vallies 
Onlets, allaults, ſtorms, and approaches, 
As freely as of Balls or Coaches. 


Nay ſuch was his diſcourſe, in fine, 
Of Military Diſcipline, 
That, to a common underlitander, 
He ſeemv'd to be ſome Alexander. 


He further underſtood the Globe, 
As Surgeon does the uſe of Probe, 
Knew how the Stars their courſe did vary, 
As if hed been their Secretary. 


Bnt what did more concern mankind, 
He was not in thoſe things behind, 
Wherein ſome men do place a glory, 
Tranſcending all Romance or Story : 


That is, he faſtervd had his claivs 
Of itudy in molt Countries Laws ; 
Could give account of ſeveral Nations, 
Their humors, policies, ard faſhions. 


Of knowledge nothing ſcap'd his wit, 
As if hed been in the deep pit, 
Where exhautted Science 2 
Humane attempts to exerciſe 


3 
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In things alſo, ſome time he'd ſpent, 
Of quite another Element ; 
For (ſince it was not Heav'ns command 
All miſchief ſhould be done on Land. ) 


In Sea-affairs he was well skild, 
To Mathematicks kindly-wilPd 
And on the Chard could read a Lecture 
Much better then on Architecture. 


To Empires far remote, by line 
In Map, their bounds he could aſſign ; 
And, by the fame, account did keep 
Of the vaſt Regions of the Deep. 


Yer little maw he had to roam, 
Nor ſeen, but once, ten miles from home, 
He would not truſt the Seas untrue, 
For all the Treaſires of Pers. 


Thoſe he ſo hated, that he ſwore, 
He'd rather break his neck aſhore, 
Then hazard drowning in the Main, 
Never to be retriv'd again. 


Burt what ere he might be, yet theſe 
Were comprehenſive Knowledges, 
Such as the Owner might commend 
To ſome Admirer, and ſome Friend ; 


But ftill there wanted ſomewhat yet 
Theſe great endowments to compleat : 
In all emergencies, Mens jana, 


SINCErITV, and prudence, 412. | 
Modeſt 
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Modeſt thoughts, of high perfections, 
In all concerns, calm recollections , 
Neatneſfs, without attectation, 
Conftancy in inclination. 


Theſe Characters denote a mind 
To all tranſcendent Acts inclin'd. 
Which Art and Nature's joynt conſent, 
Would raiſe up to accompliſhment, 


Bur what are all theſe advantages in compariſon 
of that which out-weighs them all * One of the 
moſt amiable princellesin the World look'd on this 
perſon as the only object of her devored Love; 
true it 1s , ſhe was not full ſeventeen years of age ; 
bur this pitiful Prince of Salerna thought that rhe 
leaſt of his concerns, and reflected not on the 
diſproportion between them as to that particular, 
The Princeſs Matilda, being beautiful and wealthy , 
as ſhe was, would no doubt, have been ador'd by 
diverſe other Humble-Servants, and Gallants, if it 
had not been generally believ\din Naples, that her 
matching with Proſþero had been a buſmnets fully 
concluded long before her Father's death. To 


' which may be added,that the quality of this Prince 


was ſuch as diverted all thoſe, who upon the en- 
couragement of their eſtates or extraction, might 
have been his Rivals, from making any addreites 
to her. The greateſt part therefore of theſe over- 
timorous, and over-cautious Lovers Were 
content to make a diſcovery of their 1ncunations 
for her, only by their ſighs, which we may 
well think avaird them little, ſince that in the 
Concerns of this world , ſpeeding ever Pref{ip- 
poſes ſpeaking. Only ene perſon , named 

2 Fippotin 
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Hippolito made a publick profeſſion of being a Rival 
of Proſperos, and a moſt reſpectful Lover of Mar- 
z1da.He was of one of the moſt i[luſtrious houſes of 
Spain, deſcended from that great Rus Lopez & 
Avaly;, who was Conitable of Caſtee/e, and in whom 
Furtune made the greateſt demonſtrations ſhe 
could of her inconſtancy ; infomuch that having 
been the wealthieſt and moſt e minent Grandee 
of iis Country, he was ſcornfully forced out of it 
in a poor and wretched condition, andreduced to 
the extremity of accepting mony of his friends, to 
make his eſcape to Arragon, where the King took 
him into his protection, and aſligrd him fuch Re- 
venues in Naples, as to maintain him aniwerably 
to the rank of the chiefeſt in the Kingdom. This 
Fippolito was one of the moſt accompliſt'd perſons 
of his time ; and the reputation of valour wich he 
had acqurrd 1n ſeveral parts of Europe, meeting in 
conjunction with that of having a clear and gallant 
Soul, made him remarkable above all others. He 
was then fallen in love with Matilda ; conceiv'd 
little hope of his being belov'd by her, while ſhe 
had any kindneſs for Proſpero, ard yet could nor 
forbear loving her. He was liberal even to pro- 
digality, whereas his Rival was thrifty, even to 
avarice. He lighted not the leaſt occations of ma- 
king diſcoveries of his magnificence towards 4at- 
da, yet without the leaſt advantage to himſelf, in 
regard her imperious Servant Profpero kept her 
from approving ought of thoſe gallantries, winch 
any other beſides himſelf might have performed 
upon her account. Bur a violent Love defies all 
difficulties and diſdains, and will act conſonantly 
to its own in{pirations , whatever the ſucceſs may 
prove. He thizereftore often ran at the Ring before 
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his Miſtrefles Window ; entertaiwd her with Se- 
renades, appointed Turnaments, and Tiltings ; in 
fine he omitted no divertifements whereby he 
might force that inſenſible Beauty to ſome 
acknowledgment of the Love he bore her. The 
deviſes, and colours of Marilda, were known and 
obſerv'd in his Liveries ; and the Verſes he made 
for her, and the Aires and Songs he #-ot 
compos'd and fiing in praiſe of her, made her the 
general diſcourſe of all in raly, who were any way 
concerr'd in the affairs of Love. And yet ſhe was 
no more mov'd at all this, then if ſhe had never 
heard any thing of it ; and it happewd many times, 
that by the expreſs order of her Prince of Salers, 
ſhe muſt take ſome trivial occation to get our of 
Naples, juſt on the very day , when the amorous 
Hippolito intended to divert her with a Ball, Tilting, 
or ſome ſuch gallantry. Nay upon all occations 
ſhe diſoblig'd him with fo apparent an afteCtation, 
and behaved her ſelf towards him witlra rigour fo 


inconſiſtent with the diſpoſition of fo intelligent a 


perſon as ſhe was, as gave all a juſt ground to 
charge her with cruelty, and to murmur againſt 


her. 
But Fippolito was nothing diſcouray'd at all theſe 
obitacles ; and his Love was rather enffamed to 2 
higher pitch, then any way remitted by thoſe viti- 
ble diſdains of Matilda. Nay what was ver of 
greater contideration ; he expre{s'd towards Pr: 
ſpero,the reſpects he onght him not,even as thoug! 
he had not been his Rival, and, to ſhew his {i:b- 
miſſions to atilda, had for him thote deferences, 
which are commonly obſerv'd by fuch as civerie 
with perſons of a quality tranſcendinsg their own, 
thongh oniv Fortune (not alwaves the Patron: 
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of Merit ) made the difterence between him and 
the Prince of Salerna. In a word, he reſpected his 
Mittreſs in his Rival, and, by an inexpreſlible vio- 
lence in the buſineſs of Amours, forbore all aver- 
{1on towards him, becauſe he was belov'd by Mat- 
ada. 

It was quite otherwiſe with. Proſpero; he had a 
perpetual Pique againſt Hzppolzto, talk*d of him 
with all the diſadvantage he could, nay would 
have given him an ill report, could he have been 
perſwaded any would have believ*d it. But Hipp- 
olito was the darling and delight of Naples, and 
his reputation was there ſo well ſetled, that all 
his endeavours to blaſt it would have provd fruit- 
leſs, even though the other had diſcontinu'd the 
doing of thoſe noble actions, whereby it had been 
raigd. 

Thus was Proſpero the happieſt man living in 
his Loves, and, at a ſmall charge, aflurd of the 
Favours of Matilda ; and that fair Princeſs ſaw 
h!m rot often enough, though he viſited her every 
day, when, bv a ſidden Apoitacy of Fortune, 
ſhe was reduc*d from the height of proſÞþerity, to 
the extreameſt point of miſery. She had a Couſin- 
German by the Father's ſide, a Perſon, whote 
worth had been the more remarkable, had 1t not 
been ob{cur'd by his ambition ard is avarice. 
He had had his education with the King, was 
much about his age, and had fo fer infinuated 
himſelf into his atteCtion, that he was in a man- 
ner the director of all his divertiſement, and the 
Alemb:ck through whici all his favours to others 
were Giffil”Pd. This Regero de $. Severin ( fo was 
he called ) bethought himielf, that tne Prir.cipality 
of 7 arowmn beiongd of Tight to tym, and that a 
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Daughter could notinherit, to the prejudice of an 
Heir male, of the ſame name ard family. He 
acquainted the King with his pretenſions, who 
permitted him to make all the advantages he 
could thereof, and promiſed to countenarce and 
aſſiſt him with his authoriry. The butineſs was 
kept ſecret a while, till ſuch time as Rogero had 
pollefled himſelf of Tarentum,and pur a ſtrong gari- 
ſon into it; all which was done before Matilda 
bad the leaſt diſtruſt of any ſuch deſign. 

The poor Princeſs, ſurpriz*d with this trea- 
cherous turn of fortune, and never having had 
any croſs accident before, was as it were thunder- 
ſtruck at the news of it. She was forſaken by 
all, fave only her ſincere Lover Hrppolzzo, who 
appear*d on her behalf, in opolition to all the 


attempts of a Royal Favorite. On the contrary, 
' Priſpero, who was oblig*d to her above all others, 


did leſs for her then any ; whereas Hippoliro did not 
only what he ſhould have done, but much more. 
He went and proſferd her the utmoſt of hjs fer- 
vices, Which yet ſhe durſt not accept of, fearing 
ſhe might thereby diſpleaſe her Prince of Salerna, 
who viſited her not as he was wont to do, while 
the Principality of Tarentum was thought to be in- 
diſputably her right. 

In tae mean tim?, Hippolito f-Il into diſcourſe, 
upon all occaſion, concerning the 11jultice they 
did Matilda, and the groundleſs pretenc2 of 


 Rogero ; Who hearing of it, threatned lim with a 


Guard, in caſe he forbore nor riat trezdoin of 


talking. But he being a perion generally be- 


lovwd, not only in Naples, but divers other places, 
where he was known, had rus up a party {trons 


enqug? to put the Favourite into fom2 doubt of 
# - ti2 
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the ſucceſs of lis lewd deſigns. He made ſeveral 
atrempts upon Tarctum, but all proved fruitleſs, 
by reaſon of good order which Rogero had taken 
for the ſecurity of the place. Ar length, ani- 
moſities growing higher and higher on all ſides , 
and ſeveral Princes of Italy concerning themſelves 
in the quarrel, the Pope was forC'd to interpoſe 
bis authority therein ; by whoſe perſwaſions all 
further Acts of hoſtility were prevented , and 
the i8irg of Naples was prevaird with, to appoint 
Judg-s , of known integrity, to decide the diff. 

erence berwixt lis Favourite and Matilda. 
ic may bc e:fily imagin'd what extraordinary 
EXPENCE® -Tippilico Was at In the mean time, being 
the kead ufo confid:rable a party, and of the 
BUMOour ie Was ot; and ic will not alſo be a hard 
matter to grant , that AMatiida , thongh a great 
PIINCElS, Was 0n reduc'd to very great extre- 
1:tics. The Favourtite-had got all her Eftate 
L1G tis of! Ton. He had perfiva ded the King 
Uno hc hoy vc correſpondence With his enenmes. 
Gr ail ler former Revenues, ſhe could not com- 
mand any ting, and non2 would become Cred- 
i 9.4 perſon whom @ Favourite was refolv* 
to rune. Priffero bad made an abſolute breach 
with her, nOt atorcin g ker {Oo much as the favour 
of a viſit, nor cxpreſiing the !cajt compaſiton 
for her mistortiune ; yet was her afleCion ſtill fo 
O1ca0 tOWArds - him, that ſhe was not fo much 
ſenſible of his ingratitude, as his forgetfuineſs of 
her H-:/;o would not; himſelf make her any 
PIO-1 of mon y, as bene fully farisfy'd , thac 
ibe would have refugd it. Be betiought himſelf 
Of a MOoIe SencTous COUT, He got one cf his 
friends to Fre efent her with it, with inſtructions 
ena! 
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that he ſhould not ſo much as mention the name 
of Hyppelito, and engage the Princeſs upon ber 
Honour, never to ſpeak of it, that the pleaſure 
he did her might not procure him the hatred of 
the Favourite. 

In the mean time all preparations were made for 
the deciſion of the ditterence ; the Judges met , 
and the cauſe was carryed for Matilda. the King 
was difpleasd with the Sentence ; Rogers was 
enragd ; the Court was aſtoniflYd at it ; all were 
glad or ſorry , according to their ditterent incl. 
nations and concerns ; but the generality 
admird and commended the integrity oi the 
Judges. 

Matilda being over-joy*'d that ſhe had got the 
better in a ſuit of great importance, ſent a Gent- 
leman expreſs, with all the expedition ſhe conld , 
to give Proſpero an account of the happy ſucceſs 
of her affairs. Profp:ro was very much pleagd 
to hear it, and to afflure the Meflenger of his 
gladneſs , he embrac'd him, and entertauvd him 
with much kindneſs , and liberally promisd him 
his ſervices, if ever any occaſion ſhould require 
them. Fppclito, who had no notice of it till 
after his Rival, preſented the perfon, who brought 
him the news, with a Diamond »f very great 
value. He prepai'd a novie treat for ail of the 


Court, that would participate of it : he cau_2d a 


ſpacious place to be raiPd in, Before his Miſtrei:e's 
Windows, and tor eight days together oppogd ail 
perſons that came againf: him, at the exerciſe ot 
running at the Ring. A divertiſement and galian- 
try of that rranicendence 1s not ordinartly per- 
fornyvd without mich noiſe of it. Many Princes 
of Taly, moſt Relations and Friznds to Matz/da , 

© 4 were 
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were concern'd in it, and were remarkable for 
what they did ; and the King himſelf, who was a; 
great Lover of that kind of exerciſe , honour'd 
It with his preſence. The Favourite had ſuch an 
aſcendent over his Maſter, that he might have 
prevented his being there ; but he, out of ſome 
myſterious policy, had made a ſeeming recon- 
Ciltation with Matilda , as it were out of a deſign 
to have all the World fatisfy*d, that if he had not 
really been perſwaded he had a right to the Prin 
Cipality of Tarentum, he would not have attemp- 
red the poileffion of it. The King took it kindly 
at his hands, that he had ſoreadil ſubmitted 
- to the decifionof the Judges ; and to reward 
his complyance, and recompence the loſs of 
his prertenſions to Tarentum , beſtow'd on him 
one of the moſt confiderable Goyernments in tae 
Kingdom additionally tothoſeche had before. 

Mean time, Hippolzio out-did all that appear'd 
at the exerciſe of rilting. Among others , Proſ- 
pero would needs be his Antagoniſt. He came 
in over-ſhadow?d with Feathers beyond all that 
ever usd that ornament to vanity ; but at the 
firit carrier he got , inſtead of the honour he 
had proposd to himſelf, a cruel fall , either 
through his own faulr, or that of his Horſe, and 
hurt himſelf very fore , or at leaſt pretended it. 
He was carried into Matilda's Houſe, who out of 
indignation immediately left the Balcony, and be- 
ſtowd many ill wiſhes on the amorous Heppolito. 
He came to bear of it, and was ſo extreamly 
troubled thereat, that he broke up the meeting, 
and went kis Ways, like a Deſperado, to a fair 
hon? he had, abont a League diſtant from 
Naples. | 
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Proſpero in the mean time exaſperated at his fall 
treated Matilda after a ſtrange manner, to far as 
to tell her in plain terms, that ſhe had been the 
occaſion of his diſgrace , and to reproach her 
with being in love with Hippolzto. The innocent 
Matilda, always ſweet-naturd , always humble, 
and always implicitely in love with her own 
Tyrant, begg'd his pardon, made all the excuſes 
ſhe could, and in a word was as ſimple, as he was 
brutiſh. 

Hippolito had a Siſter, who had been brought 
up at the Court of Spain , where the Queen was 
plea&d to have a more then ordinary kindneſs 
for her, and was not long before returmd -to 
Naples, upon ſome account or other, whereof I 
could never meet with any, and yet it might 
have been of grater concern to the carrying on of 
this ſtory. Beſides her advantage as to beauty, 
which was very great, ſhe was a perſon of ex- 
traordinary merit, ſich as might well render her 
worthy the vows of the chiefeſt in the Kingdom. 
At her return out of Spain , ſhe found her Bro- 
ther's attairs in ſo bad a poſture, that when he 
hadappointed the running at the Ring, ſhe would 
not by any means appear at Court, where ſhe 
conld not have an attendance ſuitable to a per- 
ſon of her condition, and ſhe had confind her 
ſelf to that fair houſe, which was all her Brother 


had unſold. She faw that Divertiſemnt ; but 


zncognito , and having obſerv*d her Brother break- 
ing up the meeting ſo abruptly, and departing 
trom Naples, ſhe follow'd him, and found him in 
the moſt deplorable condition of any man living. 


He had broken his Lances to pieces, torn his 


Feathers, and his hair, nay wreak*d his indig- 
| Nation 
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nation on his Cloaths and his face ; in fine, he was 
fatlen into ſuch a diſtraction, as ſhe could have 
conceiv'd bre little hopes of his recovery , had 
ſhe not know: that a look of Matilda's, though 
itil iufterent , nay even cruel, would make 
him torzet a thonſand i!l treatments. Sie there- 
fore made it her ol; c: .FC tO comfort him, gave 
way to his paſſion inſtead of oppoling it : raiPd 
at 34s, while he gave her ill la anguage, and 
fpake againas advan -ageouſly as ſhe could of 
ker, when, after all his tranſþortations, ſhe fonnd 
him more amorons tan ever ke had been. 
114e humorous Priſpero was far from having 
the ſame complyance for Matilda ; the (fall off 
his horſe ituck in his ſtemack 1till , "and he was 
rpctually charging her with 1t, as though ſhe 
had ! been the pr incipal OCCA hon of 1t. It happend 
”_ day, that, after ſhe had been to gre her 
tndges thanks for their favourable decree on her 
behalf, ſhe went to do the like to the King, thongh 
n2 had been againſt her ; bar, in Courts, for any 
one to ſ>eak finc erely and according to his Sen- 
riments, argues weakneſs of judgment, and want 
of Prudence, 2, and to receive denials otherwiſe 
chen with thankful acxnowledgements, a certain 
indisnce of common civuity. It happerrd then, 
one day, that bcing in an Oater-room at Court , 
adjoining to the Preſence-chamber, ſhe ſecs Proſ- 
35th COIN [11 - 117, He had viſited her mdeed after 
is fall, Þ1 1t never If: ker without a reproachful 
eCure, for having ſuſfered Hippolite to run at the 
Kin ng before her door. Nay he ſtuck not to tell 
ner p!; \anly , that if ſhe had not reſolitely ſctled 
har afetions on h1s Rival, ſhe would not have 


had fo great a compiyance for lun, 
Pur 
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Bat nothing could be more injurious, nothing 
more inſirfierable then the impertinent complaints 
and expoſtulations of Proſper. It was not in Ma- 
zi1da*'s pow2r to prevent a pubiick exercite of that 
kind, though it had not been done upon her ac- 
count, ſince her Palace took up onew hole fids of 
a ſpacious Quadrangle,and it ſhe could have done 
It, ihe ought not to have done fo, without hazard 
of being defective in point of Civility or Grati- 
tude. Only Proſperos erroneons reflections {atisfy*d 
him, that ſhe had done amits, and that ſhe had in- 
jurd him in a high degree, and«he was fo incens'd 
againſt ker,that he had forborn viliting her, as if 41] 
correſpondence between them were quite broken 
oft. The poor Princeſs was extreamly troubled 
at it, and ſhe no ſooner perceivd him coming, 
bur ſhe went and ſtood juſt in his way. He would 
have ſhud her, and with a ſcorniul look, paſsd 
by. She took him by the Arm, and looking on 
him with an Eye able. to charm any but that 
humorous Maſter . ſhe atk*d him what occation 
ſhe had given him to ſhun her. © What occation 


_ © have you not given, replies the Prince very angrily, 


* and what hope you ever to recover the repu- 
* tation you have loſt, in countenancing the 
* Courtſhip and Gallantries of Hippelito & Tt is 
© not 1n my power to hinder his att2ction towards 
* me, nor yet to prevent the aiſcoverics he makes 
* of it, replies Matilda ; all T have to ſay for mv 
* {elf}, 1s, that he hath little enconragement to do 
< either, from my approbation thereof ; and moe- 
< thinks I could give lim a greater ajirance of 
« my difplcature , than that of quitting the Bal- 
© Cony ſoon after he had begun tie iÞorts betore 
« my Window. You ſhould have forborn com- 


k ing 
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© ing into it at all, /ays Proſpero ; but give over 
© diſſimulation, and acknowledge , that the true 
© reaſon of your departure thence , was, that 
© you obſerv?d, in the looks of all that were pre- 
* ſent, how much they wondred at your appear- 
© ance there. The love of Hzppolito had already 
© diſpolſe(s*d you of your jndgment, and his 
© empty gallantries had ſoon out-weigtyd, in it, 
© all the ſervices it was in my power to have 
© done you. 

Matilda could not forbear tears at this harſh 
Teproof ; yet would have returiw'd him ſome an-. 
ſwer ; but he gave her not the time to doit, 
beſides that the indignation ſhe perceiv'd ſpread- 
ing over his countenance, quite ſtartled her out 
of all reſolution. © When it was doubtful whether 
© you were Princeſs of Tarentum, ſaid he to her, 
*and the King was ready to order the ſecuring 
* of your perſon, I was deſirous to ſee what might 
© be the fruits of your infidelity and imprudence, 
* and whether adverſity would occaſion your be- 
*1ing gulty of a great miſcarriage. I forbore 
* making any publick diſcoveries of my fſollicita- 
© tions on your behalf, as your Gallant did, nay 
*I pretended my ſelf clearly unconcerrd in 
* what had happer'd to you. In the mean time 
* Hippelito made much noiſe, and ferv'd you but 
* little, and your affairs were a long time in a 
* deſperate condition. You did what you could, 
* to reaſſure your ſelf of my affection, but ſtill 
* left undone the main thing you ſhould have 
* minded, ſince your kindneſs was ſtill the ſame 
* towards Hippolizo. You had your deſigns 1n all, 
* and imagird you carried them on with much 
* ſecrecy and ſibtilty. You bethought your ſelf 
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© of all the ways you could todrain that undeſerv- 
© ing Gallant, out ofa fond perſwaſion, that when 
© it would be for your convenience to disburthen 
* your ſelf of him as a ſuperfluous and unleſs per- 
: ſon, I ſhould think it an exceſs of happineſs, to 
* ſupply his place ; and you made a full account 
© that if upon the tryal of your cauſe you ſhould 
© have loſt Tarentum, the charms of your Beauty 
© would at any time afinr'd you of being Prin- 
*ceſs of Salerna. But as ſoon as a favourable 
* Decree had made a revival of your hopes, the 
©ſcene of your attection was chang'd, and your 
* maxims of Policy gave way to thoſe of your 
* Love. You imagin'd to your ſelf , that a 
© young Gentleman, who had ruird himſelf by 
© the extravagant diſcoveries of his inclination to 
* you, was fitter for your turn than I might have 
© been; that marrying a Prince of Salerya, you 
< would come under the tuition of a Maſter au- 
© thoriſed by Cuſtom and the Laws, and that 
* your dear Hippolito would have been as much 
* your humble Servant and Slave aſter marriage 
* as he ſeen'd to be before. Ah unfortunate and 
* imprudent Princets : durſt your beſotted Hippo- 
* lito make ſuch open profeſſions of love to a 
* Lady of your fortunes , had ſhe not given him 
© ſome extraordinary encouragment to do it ? 
* and 1s it poflible, that, upon a weak preſump- 
* tion of meeting with tome return to his Love, 
* he would have been at thoſe vaſt expences 
* which have ruiwd him, and guilty of fo re- 
* markable an extravagance, as, by one fingle 
* preſent, to Enrich the perſon whom you ſent to 
* acquaint him with the good ſicceis of your 
© Cauſe ? And after all theſe underiable diſcover- 
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© ies of your infidelity and indiſcretion, can you 
© be ſo vain as to imagine I ſhould ſtill bear you 
© the affeCtion T ſomerime did ? Farewell , and, 
*If you can, be fortunate with your Hippolro, 
* and be not fo fond as to imagine I ſhall ever be 
* unfortunate with Matzlda. 

With theſe words, he would have left her ; 
but the Princeſs ſtop'd him again ; nay, what ſhe 
had never done betore , preſiavd to contradict 
him, © Ungrateful Prince , ſaid ſhe to. him, it is 
* 1npoflible for me to give a greater allurance 
* that I ſtill love thee, then by telling thee, thar, 
© after this moſt unmanly and diſobliging diſcourſe 
©I have not yet an averſion for thee. What thou 
© haſt ſaid is more againit thy ſelf then againſt 
*me,, and I can make no better uſe of it to thy 
* confuſion and my advantage, then by acknow- 
* ledging to thee, that all is true. ?Tis true Hip- 
* polizo hath expreſsd a great affection for me, 
* Hippolito hath not been frightned from -rendring 
* me all the ſervices he could, and, to do that, de- 
*fy'd the malice of a Favourite and the diſplea- 
© {ure of a King ; He honours me with all imagin- 
© able reſpect, and he does what he can to pleale 
* me. He was delirous to protect me, when I was 
* forſaken by all ; and 1t is not to be deny*'d, thar 
* he has rurd hiunſeif upon my account. Do 
* thou inſtance in any one thing tkou haſt done 
*thar may come into the BPallance with any of 
* theſe : Thou wilt tell me that thou lovit me. 
* But canſt thou have any afieftion for me, who 
* art wanting even in point of civility , towards 
* me; civility I ſay, which I conceive due to 
* my Sex, though thon oughPit not any to my 
* quality ? And yet what ill-naturd, or ill-ho- 
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* mourd Maſter ever treated a Slave more un- 
© worthily than thou Hhait always treated me < 
© And who would have ſufter'd it, but a perſon 
© beſotted with an exceſſive love towards thee, as 
*lam 2! No, no, Prince, thou art far from having 
© occaſion ro take it the more kindiy from me , 
* thatI do not. Nay, I do much more, I acknow- 
* ledge, if thon wit have me todo if, fich crimes 
* as] was never guilty of ; I will never ſee H2po- 
© /ito more, and I] will be ungrateful to him; [9 

* recover thee out of thy ingratiride towards 
* me. Ina word, thatI may once m on na 
* heart, I ſhall think nothing impoſſible for m2 
*ro do. There 1s nothing impoſlible for You 
* fair Eyes to do, replies. the Prince, ſetting is 
* Periwig right ; they have diſpelPd all my anger, 
*and provided I ever henc2 forward have 

© their favourable looks, the over-fortunate Prof- 

© pero will never love any but the fair Aa- 
tilda. 

The amorovs Princeſs was fatisfy*d with this 
ſhort complement from her erave Lover. Had 
they been in a place leſs pabick, POR ine 
wouid have caſt her felf at his fzer , to give him 
thanks that he had pardor'd her ; but neither 
time nor place permitted her to make any turther 
anſwer. The King was comins out of þ:; 
Chamber ; ſhe intreated Proeſbero not to be tar from 
her, while ſhe ſpoke to the King ; but he to! "4 
her, as he was leas ins her , that It Was not 115 

they ſhouid be teen togetner, for lome reaior $ho 
could not then acquaint box withal. She con] 
not hinder his departnre, ardr 'ead in lis Icoks 
tat It proceeded from a fearful diftriaft of Lis 
own. Courtfhir : bit ſho. was fot it near th 
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Proſpero with his being rather a ſubtle Courtier , 
then a ſincere Lover. She preſented her ſelf to 
the King. rendred her reſpects to him, and gave 
him thanks. The King receiv*d her very coldly, 
and the anſwer he made her was ſo equivocal, 
that it might have been interpreted as much to 


her diſadvantage, as to her favour : but the en- 


dearing expreſſions which ſhe had fo lately receiv'd 
from Proſpero,had given her ſo great a ſatisfaction, 
that the leatt ingratitude he had expreſsd towards 
her, in refuſing her his attendance to wait on the 
King, made no impreſlion in her mind , no more 
than the ſlight reception ſhe had from the King ; 
ſo much was ſhe over-joy*d, that ſhe had regain'd 
the favour of her imperious Lover. 

The very ſame day, ſhe was viſited by all the 
Ladies of quality about Naples ; at which mee- 
ting there was an appointment made, that they 
ſhould all go a hunting the next day on Horſe- 
back, in Country-habits and narrow-brin”d Hats, 
with Plumes of Feathers in them. All the Amo- 
rous part of the Court came to ſee, and contri- 
bute to the divertiſement, and fo it 1s not to be 
queſtiowd bur the Prince of Salerna, the quin- 
teſlence of all Courtſhip and Gallantry, was 
there among the reſt. Nay he was at this time 
guilty of a itrange profulion of kindneſs towards 
his Miitreſs, that is, he would needs make her 
a Preſent, which was more than ever he had 
done before. 

He writ her a Letter ſweerned with all the 
candid expreſſions he could imagine, and, With 
it, ſent her one of thoſe fine Hats ; but to give 


the World a ftrict account of things as they pals'd, 
he 
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King, that ſhe had not the time to reproach ' 
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he had himſelf taken the þains to order the 
Feathers, among Which there was not ſo much 
as one new one. If my memory fail me not, I 
have already told you, that, in matter of Plum- 
age, he was the moſt remarkable perſon abour 
the Court : This was the only extravagance 
wherein he was expenſive, yet was that charge 
manag*d with all the thrift imaginable.He had the 
knack of diverſifying his Plumes, tranſplanting , 
and tranſpoſing them ſo dextrouſly , that though 
the ſeveral parts were all old, yet he made 
them appear as if they were new, with as much 
art as the moft expert Maſter of the Profeſſion 
could have done it. I am apt to believe; thar for 
the accompliſhment of the Preſent, he ſpent a 
good part of the night in ordering it. The Prin- 
ceſs receiv*d it, as if it had been ſent her from 
Heaven ; returivd him more thanks and comple- 
ments for it,th enall theFeathers in theWorldwere 
worth,and promisd him in the Letter ſhe returnd 
in anſwer to his, that ſhe would look upon thar 
miraculous Har, as her chiefeſt ornament as long 
as ſhe was able to wear it. I am extremely troub- 
led, and doubt not but my Reader will be {6 
t20, that theſe two excellent Letcers are loſt; by 
winch means, my Novel, and his ſatisfaction, are 
ſomewhat ſhorter then they might have been. 
But grief 1s ſuperfluons where there is no remedy 
to be had: the bald conſumer of human pro- 
ductions hath deyour'd other things, which we 
can only bemoan among the loſt ; but the only 
curſe I have for his greedy teeth at the preſent, 
is tor the loſs of theſe two Miſlives , of which 
I would have faid more, but have it not. 
The very refletion on this diſappointment 
Aa hal: 
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hath put me ſo much out ' of humour, -that I 
{hall forbear giving you any account of what paſt 
at :2e Hunting ; norindeed could I ever learn 
the particuiars- Yet this may be imagir'd, that 
ſome Horſes ſtumbled , and ſome fefl ; That 
the Ladies nad this comfort, thatif they had the 
misfortune ro be thrown, they wanted not afliſt- 
ance to help them up again ; That Proſpero made 
an inſutterable oftentation of his Gallantry above 
all the reit, and that he out-talk*d all, thongh 
he ſaid nothing worthy attention. 

The divertiſement the Ladies found in his 
Hunting-match, rais'd in them a defire to recreate 
themſelves ſome other way the day following. 
They made an appointment to go by Sea to 
Potzzolo , Where the Princeſs Matilda was to 
treat them with a Collation and Muſick. They 
dreſsd themſelves no leſs fumptuouſly for the di- 
verſion by water, than they had before for that 
by Land. The Boats wherein they were to be 
carried, had all the Ornaments they could have ; 
they were hung with Tapiſtry, whether China 
or Turkey-work I know not, and there was no 
ſitting bur on rich Cuſhions. Prefpero would 
needs go thither by Land, and without any Com- 
pany, whether out of ſome diſcontent or me- 
lancholy, is not known ; -for there are thoſe who 
never think better of themſetves then when their 
humours claſh with thoſe of other people. He 
was mounted on the beſt Horſe he had ; clad in 
his richeſt Country-habit and his head ſo beſet 
with Feathers, asf iome remote Iſland, where 
Oiltriches are plentiful, had paid him an annual 
tribute of their Plumage, 

Hippolito's Country-houſe was in the way to 
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Pouzzolo, and not far from the Sea-ſfide, fo that 
the Prince of. Salerna muſt needs pats by it. As 
ſoon as he came in ſight of ir, a ſligi:t imagina< 
tion of Hectorſhip came into his head.. He knew 
that Hippolito wasat bom?, and thereusor alighted 
at the door to ſpake with him. Heppolirs enter- 
taird him with all the civility due to a perion of 
his-condition, though he had' not been accolited 
by the other with any. Proſpero broke forth into 
a brutiſh expoſtulation wich him ; in that he 
had the preſumption to make ſuch diſcoveries of 
his Courtſhip to a Princeſs, who, by the ditpofal 
of a deceasd. Father and her own inc'inations 
was defigid to be his Wife. . Hippolzro ſintered 
his reproaches and harſh Language a good while, 
and anſwerd him with all the meekneſs wmagina- 
ble upon ſich an emergency, and told him, rhar 
he had no reaſon to be ſo much otiended at thoſe 
deciarations of. a love wit:ourt hope. Burt at 
length Profpero's infolent carriage ' overcame his 
Patience,. and he was ready to call for a Horſe, 
to give him ſatisfaction at a little further diſtance 
from his own Houſe , when news was brought 
them, that the Sea was very rongh, and thar 
ſome Boats, full of Ladies, which they percerd 
from the ſhore, were in ſome danger of being 
caſt away. Hippolito made no doubt, but Ma- 
tilda and her Company were the Ladies in that 
diſtreſs, and thereupon he intreated Proſpero to 


| contribute his aſſiſtance, for the ſafety of their 


Common Miſtreſs. He excu&d himfelf;alledging that 
he conld not {wim,and that he hadnot yet recover'd 
himſelf of the hurt he had receiv*d by his fall ar Ti1l- 


' ting. The generous Hyppoliro deteſting in his Soul the 


ingratitnde of his Rival, made all the ſpeed he 
Aaz2 could 
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could to the waterſide. His Servant follow'd 
him, caſt themſelves into the water after his ex- 


ample, and with the help of ſome Fiſhermen , 


who fortunately chanc'd to be not far off, Ma- 
zilda, and the Ladies of her Company were ſav'd. 
All the Boats ran a-ground abonta hundred Paces 
from the ſhore, and being ſplit to pieces, Naples 
would have been full of lamentations for the loſs 
of its Choiceſt Beauties, had it not been for this 
ſeaſonable relief. Hzppolito was fo fortunate, as 
that Marilda ought him her life. The love he 
bore her made him ſoon diſtinguiſh her from the 
many other Ladies , whom the Waves caſt half 


dead upon the Rocks, along the Sea-ſide. While 


the Fiſhermen and his Servants indifferently re- 
liev'd the firſt they met withal, he lays hold on 
his Princeſs, juſt as ſhe was coming above water, 
and taking her under one arm and ſwimming 
with the other, he happily got her to the ſhore 
without the aſliſtance of any other perſon. 


Matilda was much more diſorder'd by that 


unhappy accident then any of the other Ladies 
whom they have ſav'd as well as her ſelf. They 
all made a ſhift to recover themſelves after a 
little caſting up of the Salt-water , change of 
Cloaths, and fright, and ſo were well enough to 
take Coach, and return to Naples. But the 


Princeſs of Tarentum continu'd a long time ere 


ſhe came to her ſelf, and gave thoſe that were 
about her any aſſurances of life. Heppolito, and 
his Siſter Irene, took all the care they could of 


her. He ſent immediately to Naples for the 


ableſt Phyſicians, beſides him whom the Prince!s 
particularly employ'd, and left his whole Houſe 
to Matilda, and fich of her Servants as were 

come 
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' come to her upon the report of the difaſter. He 
accommodated himſelf and his retinue the beſt 
he could at a little Village not far from his own 
Houſe, whence he ſent frequent Meſſengers to 
enquire how the Princeſs did, when he could 
not do it himſelf. As for Profpero, he, extremely 
ſelf-fatisfy*'d with the diſcovery he had made of 
his reſentments to Hippolito, had recommended 
Matilda and the other Ladies to the mercy of the 
Waves, without giving his thoughts any trouble 
concerning them, imagining haply, that, fince he 
was not a perſon likely to relieve them , it was 
his beſt courſe to deny his Eyes the fight of {6 
unfortunate a ſpectacle, and to take his. way 
Gently back again to Naples, and there expect 
the doubtful event of the wrack, that he might 
rejoice at, or bewall it, according to their eſcape 
or miſcarriage who were concerr'd therein. 

In the mean time, Matilda , with the aſſiſt- 
ance of her youth and the remedies pre- 
{crib'd to her,recover'd her health, and with that, 
her. beauty , and. was extremely fatisfy*d with 
the kindnef3 done her by Hippolito , and rhe 
obliging cares of his Siſter Treze, who ingeniouſly 
acquainted her with the baſe indifference which 
Proſpero had expreſsd for the h.azard ſhe had been 
in. Matilda made not anycaſcovery of her reſent- 
ment of it, either in hexcountenance or diſcourſe ; 
whether it were that her Love had ſmother'd it, or 
that ſhe had the power at that time to diſſemble. 

The niZnt before ſhe intended to leave Hippolito's 
Mouſe, in order to return to Naples, her thoughts 
weieſg diforderd, that ſhe could not ſleep, 
where-upon ſhe calPd for a Book and a Candle, 
to be ſet by her Bedſide. Her Women wer. gone 

Aaz3 ous 
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out of the Room, to take their repoſe, or do 
ſomewhar e!ſe, when ſhe hears the door opening. 
of a ſaidderi, ard perceives Profpero coming .1n. 
It may eaſily. be itnagin'd, how much ſhe was ſux- 
priz2d ' to ſ2e him at fo iinſeaſonable an hour, and 
how highty ſhe conceiv'd her ſelf difoblig'd by 
fo di. -relp. &fuia viſit. Her reproaches to him 
U por that occaſion were not without ſome bitter- 
nes. Profpero was intle, moved thereat, but 
ratier growing the mor? imperious, won'd needs 
have ' the Princeſs acknowledge , that ſhe had 
puroofely run into the hazard: of loſi ing her life, 
to give Hippslito the gory of being her deliverer, 
He Hara, h-r with the misfortune of i being ſo 
neer caſt away , as a liur to her reputation, and 
pro{nred i her, how, baſe ant! unworthy a 
Him 27 it was for her, to Tefide in the Houſe of. a 
rin In IOVe with her, ro be lodg'd in his own 
jar her, nd 141d in bis own. Bed. | | 
4:74 wis imewhar aftoriſh'd at theſe re- 
» 1901128; ver * thought it, þelow ber to make it 
par & bi 'm how unit they were, but preſsd 
{mm with otters rhatwcore not ſo eaſily avoidable, 
tor the backwardnefs of his aſſiſting her , and 
w. v8 fatvricat refliery” bemoard his wart of 
Skill ir twirmging', and kis being Pill indiſpÞo&d 
bv reat*n of bis fall. " Fhis pur his Spirits, into 
a general commotion, ſo* that bluſhing” with 
anger and confuſion, he fell a rayling at her, and 
to;d her chat ſhe ſhould never ſte him more , in 
as much as mg the King's Favorite had proft- 
erPd him iis Siſter ; and with-her all the advan- 
rages w;: ch may be expected from the alliance of 
a Favourite. 
Matilda was not ab to hold out any hnger 
| | - againſt. 
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againſt fo terrible a menace ; her thoughts were 
diſcompogd into. a trembling attoniſhment ; her 
indignation gave Way to her love ; and ſhe who 
had ſeem?*d fo fierce and furious before, was by 
this ſudden ſtorm b<come ſibmuſſive - and ſapplt- 
ant. On the other ſide , Proſpero grew more 
calm, when he ſaw her ſnthciently hombiled ; 

and according to his Cuitom, he began to cjo'e 
her, and f-1] into thofe kind and amorous infinua- 
tions, which he migit have ugd, if, in all che 
debates that had happer'd in their Loves, he 
had always obſervd the reſpect and comply- 

ance he ought her. He renew*d his proreſtation 
of love to her, and ont of eagerneſs to make 
them over.preſling and per{waſive, he made ſach 
as were ridiculous and impertinent ; fo far as to 
wiſh her all manner of misfortunes, that he might 
have a noble occaſion to aiture her how much he 
would concern himfelf therein. * Why are you 

© not ſtill in diſgrace at Court ? ſaid he to her, 


© with an amorous tone ; Why are you not {till 


* perſecuted by the malicious Favourite Rogero ? 
. * Why are you not ſtifl unjuſtly di{polleſ&d- of 
* your Principality. of Taremtum? You ſhouid 
* ſee how earneſt a Sollicitor I would be on your 
© behalf; how I would importune the King }1m- 
* ſelf, though by all -Artifice exaſperated againft 
© you, to do vou- juitice ; with woat rigoir I 
* would engage my ſeif 1n your quarre: againſt 
* your Enemies, and whether I would b- afraid 
* to hazard my life and fortunes , to reſtore you 
* to What were unjuſt.y detaind from you. - It 
* 15 not decreed, -I hop?, replyes the Prince , nor 1s 
* taere any neceſſity, I ſhould b=come more un- 
* fortunate then I am , that you ſhould have 
Aa 4 * OCCalt- 
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* occaſions to give me ſo great aſſurances of 
* your generoſity , nor were it juſt I ſhauld put 
* your Love to ſach dangerous Tryals. 
They were thus ſeriouſly engag*d in diſcourſe, 
when ſome confusd and dreadful outcries of 
fire oblig*d then) to run to the Windows, whence 
they preſently perceiv'd the lower part of the 
Lodgings where they were caſting up fire and 
ſmoke ; and ere they had well look*d about them, 
a thick Cloud of ſmoke intermixt with Sparks of 
fire was coming up, along the Stair-Caſe into 
the room, which pur them out of all hopes of 
eſcaping that way, which Proſpero was putting 
himſelf into a poſture to attempt. The Princeſs 
extreamly frighted, beg'd of him, that he would 
not forſake her in ſo great danger, and minded 
him of making ſome advantage of the Sheets and 
Hangings, to get out at the Windows. The 
Prince, as much frighted as ſhe, told her, the 
danger was too neerat hand to think of any ſuch 
| expedient, and having already meaſurd with his 
Eyes the height of the Window, and deliberating 
how he might beſt caſt himſelf down into the 
Court, he plainly told, that, in ſuch an emergency 
as that was, the only reſolurion was, get off who 
could, : Nay if it be ſo, ſaid ſhe to him, thou ſhalt 
* not eſcape without me, and if I run any hazard 

* here, T am reſolved, that the moſt ungrateful 
* and leaſt generous of men ſhall participate of it 
© with me. 

With thoſe words ſhe courageonſly faſten'd on 
Proſp:ro, and the indignation fhe had concerv'd 
againſt him for his cowardice, gave her ſo much 
itrength, that, notwithſtanding all his endeavours 
i clear binnſelf, he could not get from ch 
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He fell a ſwearing and curſing ;then raird at her ; 
and art laſt was ſo much a brute, as to threaten 
her with beating or death ( which of the two 1s 
not certainly known ) and no doubr he was a 
perſon as likely as any to do it, and in all proba- 
bility would have done it, if, while he was ſtrug- 
ling with her , and that with as much earneſtneſs 
and animoſity, as if he had had to do with a de- 
teſted Enemy, the generous Hippolito had not 
come ſeaſonably into the room. The Princeſs 
ſeeing him, diſ-engagd her ſelf from Proſpero, and 
made towards Hippoliro, who, not allowing her the 
time to ſpeak to him, coverd her with a wet 
Sheet, which he had purpoſely brought with 
him , and having taken her in his Arms, ruſt'd 
out hke a Lyon with his prey, through the 
flames which filPd the- Stair-Caſe. He. was fo 
fortunate as to bring her to a place, where ſhe 
was ont of all danger and his generoſity was fo 
exceſſive, thar he did the fame kindneſs to his 
Rival. True it is, that he burnt his Cloaths , 
and fing*d- the hair of his Heed and Eye-brows 
1n the ſervice ; but what are burnt Cloaths, and 
tingd Hair, to a perſon whoſe heart 1s enflanyd 
with Love ? 

In the mean time, while Marilda is recovering 
her ſelf out of the fright , and while Proſpero 
gets away with all the ſpeed he could to Naples, 
without ſo much as returning thanks to his de- 
Iiverer, his over-generous deliverer ſees his houſe 
burnt down to the ground , and with his houſe 
all the furniture of it, and his horſes; in a word, 
all that his former profuſions had left him Matter 
of: Matilda was troubled at it, I will not fav 
more than he, for he was not much, bur as 1 
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ſhe ſaw what ſhe accounted of greateſt value in the 


worid condemmrd to defiruction. She imagin'd 
her ſeif the occafion which had brought that 
great misfortune upon him; and ſhe was not mil: 
taken. Her Coutin, the Favourite, who had not 
made a reconculation with her , but out of a 
pernicious defign to ruine her with more eaſe, 
had ſound out ſome mercenary ſoules among 


the menial ſervants of Hippolito, whom he had, 


hir'd to fill the Cellars of their Maſter with ma- 
terials eaſily combuſtible, which they ſet on fire 
in the night-time, according to the inſtructions 
they had recervd from Rogero. This cruel Fa- 
vourite made no conſcience of procuring the 
ruine of a decayd Cavalier, and his deſtruction 
to boot, conditionally there were involv*d in it 
that of a Kinſwoman , whole eltate he was to 
inherit; ard as if he thought it not wickedneſs 
enough to compals her death, which was una- 
yoidabie if his deſign had raken effect, he be- 
thought himſ-If of 4 way ro render her memory 
odious. While Hp tos bouſe was a burning , 
Regers had manag? f his treacherous-plot with ſo 
mich. ſabnity, that, by order from the King, 
ſom2 Officers were ſent to Marilda's Palace : 
where having broke open her Cloſet, it was 
pretended, that there were Letters found, which 
ſeed written to the Duke of Anjow , and to 
convict . her of holding a correſpondence with 
that dangerous Enemy to the State. 

The ftill-unfortunate Princeſs receiv*d this fad 
news, juit as ſhe wasſending to Naples for Coa- 
ches , in order to her return thitner. She was 
extream!y ata loſs to hear it, yet ſoon reafſuming 


waar courage ſhe cauld in fo unexpected a per- 
plexitv, 
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plexity, ſhe and her train: made a ſhift to get to 
Naples a foot, but in ſo deplorable a condition , 
as raigd pity in all that ſaw them make their en- 
trance into it.. Hippolito would have gone along 
with her, but ſhe laid hex abſolute commands 
upon him notdo it, as being, poſlibly, {till in ſome 
fear of diſpleaſing Preſpero. So that the moſt 
yet, moſt faithful,moſt generqus, and unfortunate 
of all Lovers beheld her departure, much more 
afflicted at this freſh -accident which. happerd 
to his Miſtreſs, and that he durſt notpreſume to 
follow her, than at the loſs of his.Houle. . 

Matilda was no ſooner come to Naples, but = | 
was ſecur'd. She deſird- acceſs to the King ; 
was deny'd her. She ſent,a. Melienger-to Fofire 
Proſper to come to her ; he. pretended. indiſpoſi- 
tion, and that he could not itir abroad : and ſo 
ſhe was of a ſudden forſaken of all friends, as if 
ſhe had fallen ſick of the Plague. The ſame day 
there was an order brought her. from, the King, 
that ſhe ſhould depart Naples. - Her Dpmeſticks: 
baſely left her in the height of extremities ; her. 
Creditors began to perſecute her, forgetting. all 
reſpect to her quality ; -e and ſhe was.;:reduc'd to. 
ſo great miſery, that ſhe could not .procure a 
Hackney- Coach, nor any other convenience of 
riding, to get to I know. not what Prince of Taly, 
who, next to Rogero, , was the neareſt of her Re- 
arions:, and had, always eſpouſed her intereſts, 
even againſt that unjuſt Favoprite .and bloody 
Kinſman. ; Being thus forſaken by all her friends, 
deſtitute of all things , and reduc'd. to an im-. 
poſſibility of comp'ying with ſo rigorous an Or- 
der, ſhe took her refuge..in a Monaſtery , into . 
which yer they would not receive her, till they 

had 
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-had the King's Permiſſion to do it, and condi- 
tionally that the ſhonld' depart thence that very 


night. She accordingly departed thence, and 


that ſo ſecretly, that the amorous Hippoliro, not- 
withſtanding all the Spies he had abroad, to bring 
him an account of her, :could never ger the leatt 


intelligence of what courſe ſhe had taken. *How-' 


Ever, he wonld needs pur himſelf to the hazard 
of miſſing her, rather then that he ſhould-be ge- 


proach'd with a _neglett of ſeeking her. While 


he is running after her, or thinks he does fo, ſhe 
lictle thinks of him , and Proſpero as little, or leſs 
of her. Nay, this humorons Prince {peaks of 
her as one guilty of- High Treaſon, 1s punctual 
in his attendance about the King and rhe Favou- 
rite , and as different emergencies | produce 
different deſigns, he ferionſly falls in Love with 
Camilla, Rogero's Siſter,” and intreats the King 
to promote his obtaining of her. The King, who 
thought him'a very advantageous match for his 
Siſter, whom, of all his Subjects , he had the 
greateſt alfeftion for, communicates the propo- 
fl to the Favourite, who was content in all things 
ro comply with the defires' of his Maſtet. 

This Siſter of Rogero's was one of the greateſt 
Beauties-about Naples, arid what relation ſoever 
ſhe might have to her Brother in point of Fortune, 
ſhe was no way concerivd in his lewd defigns. She 
was look*d on at Court as" the molt conſiderable 
Match in' the Kingdom, and ſhe look'd on Hip- 

lito as the moſt accompliſhed Cavalier of his 
time ; and poſſibly ſhe lov'd him, or at leaſt would 
have. loved -him , if ſhe had not obſerved his 
affections paſſionately devored to another. Ma- 
ri47s misfortun2 had raisd fo great a compaſſion 
Wn 
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in her, and. ſhe was ſo generous , that if ſho had 


thought her Brother's malice had accaſiod it , 
ſhe would no doubt have reproactvd him with fo 
lewd a procedure, and have been the firſt that 
ſhould have deteſted it. She concerr'd her ſelf 
ſo much in the which loſs Hippolito had receiv'd;thar 
careleſs of whatever might be ſaid of it, ſhe went 
co give him a viſit at his burnt Houſe, to preſent 
him with a ſum of mony , and affure him of all 
it was in her power to do for him. She there met 
with his Siſter Irene, who little expected fich a 
viſit, and much leſs the proffers of a kind recep- 
tion, Where ſhe had any thing to command. The 
fair reve thought her ſelf extreamly oblig'd to 
Camilla, for ſo generous an invitation , and was 
content to £0 along with her to N aples What 
leſs then a ready complyance to fo kind a pro- 
poſal could be expected from a young Lady of 
ber quality, who was then deſtitute of a Houſe, 


and all other requiſite accommodations, in @ 


Country, where ſhe was not known to any but 
her Brother , nay where it may be faid ſhe had 
not him, ſince that, as ſoon as he underſtood that 
Matilda bad left Naples, he was gone a wandring 
after her like a diſtracted perion, not knowing 
which way ſhe had taken ? 

It happer'd, the very day that Camilla went 
to Hippolites houſe, to bring Trene thence to her 
own, the King was plea&d to make her a viſt, 
buy the occaſion of it was to recommend the 
Gallant Prince of Salerna to her atiections, which 
he doubted not to gain upon the firit aflaulrt of 
all that force of gallantry he aiways carried 
about him. Camilla, whoſe thoughts at that time _ 
were full of Hippelito, entertain Proſpera and the 

| profters 
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proffers of his ſervices, with as mich coldneſs 
and indifference, as was conſiſtent with the fatis- 
faction which ſhe conceiv?'d at the honour of a 
viſit from her Prince. The diſconfolate -Irexe 
kept her Company , and though her affliction 
was but too remarkable, yet did the rays of her 
Beauty like lightning, ſo break through the Cloud 
of her ſadneſs, as to enflame the young Kings 
aftection towards her. 

His Love was violent even at its Birth. He 
approach'd her with as much reſpect ard fear, 
as if. he had been of her quality, and ſhe of his: 
he took occaſion to fa!l into diſcourſe with her 
npon her Beauty ; and that amiable perſon, with- 
our being daunted, or betraying any ſurprizal 
at fo unexpected a Courtſhip , made ſo great 
diſcoveries of a perfect combination of Ingenuity, 
Prudence, and Modelty, that he contiderd her , 
from that interview, as a good, which only was 
deficient to the compleating of his fortune. 

The King made a longer ſtay with Camilla 
then he thought to have done , and the pleaſure 
he took in enterrairing Irene , 'was ſo much the 
more obſervd, by all that were preſent, the more 
he had ſeed before inſenſible to love , and be- 
hav'd himſelf with an indifierence towards the 
faireſt Ladies about Naples. But indeed Irene 
was Mittreſs of ſich charms, that it was impoſ- 
ſible for Souls the leaſt ſubject to that tender 
paſſion, and leaſt able to judge of her merit, to 
forbear loving her. Camilla , before ſhe was 
acquainted with her , had a deſign to ſerve her 

, Upon the account of her Brother ; but after ſhe 
came to be known to her , ſhe lov'd her wholly 


upon her own. She was eaſily inclird to believe 
the 
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the King was fallen in love with her, becauſe ſhe 
with'd it ſo, and ſhe was fo far from envying her 
ſo great a happineſs, as 1t might have been in 
ſome meaſiire excuſable in any other amiable 
perſon , that ſhe was extreamly ſatisfied there- 
with. She congratulated Irene, upon the noble 
conqueit ſhe had made, and no doubt fhe might 
bave flatter'd the vanity and hopes of a Virgin 
more lowly-conceited of her ſelf then ſhe was ; 
but this diicrect perſon was firm in her perſiwaſion, 
that what the King had done , was rather out of 
a frollick of gallantry, then Love ; that he had 
no other deſign in ir, but to find matter for his 
diverſion ; and that haply ſhe was as ſoon out 
of his thoughts, as out of his ſight. She was very 
much miſtaken : the young King could not keep 
away long from her ; and his Love was grown 
ſo violent that he reſoiv*d to ſze her again the very 
night after his firit falling in love with her. He 
communicated hisdeſign to the Prinee of Salerna, 
and told him, that he would go, mcognito , aC- 
cording to the Spaniſh Courtſhip, to renew his 
addrefles to Ireve , under Camilla's Balcony. It 
may eaſily be imagir?d, how overjoy*d Preſpero 
was at this admittance to the Privacy of his 
Maſter's pleaſures, and to be made his com- 
panion in an amorous aaventure. lt 1s probable, 
the Favourite Rogero would have been the per- 
ſon pitcted upon for this deſign, or at leaſt ſhonld 
have made one in it : bur that he had leave of the 
King that very day to go to Tarentum , Where 

ſome important affair requir'd his preſence. 
Night came, and the King, accompany*d by 
Profpero, arnvd as he was, according to the Italian 
way, that is, with more ofteniive Arms then were 
requi- 
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requiſite for one man,took up his Polt under Ca- 
milia*'s Balcony who had been advertisd of it by 
Proſpero. She was too well versd in that kind 
of Courrſki p not to afford the King the freedom 
of entertaining his Miſtreſs with as much privacy 
as might be. She thereupon withdrew, and went 
mto another Balcony, notwithſtanding all the in- 
treaties, which Ireze made, that ſhe would ſtay 
with her. The King made ſome reproaches up- 
on that occaſion , and told that fair Virgin, thar 
the ought at leaſt to have ſome complyance for 
a King, who had for her ſomewhat traniſcending 
it. © I ſhould owe:your Majclty all that lies in my 
© power, reply'd Irene, were 1t not there is ſome- 

* thing I owe my ſelf, which I cannot owe any 

* other. What can you owe your ſelf. replies the 


* King,beyond what you owe my Love? This,anſwer- 


* ed ſbe, that I am not to believe you have any for 
© me. Ah Irene, cries the King, can you doubt of 
* that? allure your ſelf, there is not any tning 


© More Certain, nor ought I am not ready to do, 


* to ſatisfy your incredulity. Could I believe your 
* attection proportionable to the afſurances you 
* give me of it, rep!zes ſhe, I ſhould yet have 
* more reaſon to be ditlatisfy/d with your Majeſty 
* then admit what you do tor a kindneſs. That 
* were a {trange injuſtice, /aid the King, for how 
<1 1c poſlible, that a ſincere love, ſuch as mine 
© is, ſhould give any dillatisfaCtion ? It would be 
* an honour I confets to ſome great Quzen, replyd 
* Irene, but may well give people jult occaſion to 
© Pais harſh cenſures of tlie prudence of a perſon 
* ſo mean as I am. *Ts true indeed, ſayes the King, 
* that you are not a Queen, but who deſerves to 
* be ſuch, may in time come to u. I am not 


* guilty 
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* nilty of ſo great a vanity, -replyes Irene , .as to 
" hope for ſo great a change in my fortune;.irom 
" the ſlenderneſs:'of the merit I can pretend to, 


_ and I have. this opinion of 'your Majeſty's good 


” nature, ;as that you will not any longer: make 
',an unfortunate perſon, ſuch as I am, the ſubject 
s of your diverſion. Ah faireſt; Irene ſaid the Am- 
: - orous Prince to ber, what greater aſſurances, then 
I have done;: can I make of the ſincerity of my; 
affection ? Be fatisfy'd then, that, as. to my 
| Love to! you the moſt paſſionate, and,moſt 
' fairhful Lover in the World, cannot pretend:td 
" a igreater,: and 'if my tongue hath acquainted 
" you with what my -loqks' and ſighs could not 
* make you comprehend ſoon - enough,” imagine 
. not that I expect , upon ..the account of: my 
- quality, to be exempted; from the afflictions of/a 
" long, Addrefs,. or am unwilling to undergaorall 
- the ſervices:iaand ſubmiſſions , which the moſt 
© amiable: Miſtreſs may look for, from a: reljpett- 
- ful Lover. : But a diſeaſe grown ſo violent;;! as 
- ine was,'requipd a ſudden remedy, and; tiow 
"-COY and ſeeupylous ſoever-you may be rity 
* be ſome-ſatisfaftion to you, . that a-King3-in:the 


C 


* diſcavery. ofthis love to you; hath been afraid.co 


: diſpleaſe|yau... 5 : ff3 cu til 
He-faid fever4other things to her, more paſ: 
fionate even. theft theſe, which he who overſieard 
them ; could not remembor ,-as he did : what l 
have given.you an accoutot; ' I therefore;leave 
It to the diſcreet; Reader to imagine them::Far, 
to make this King of Naples ſpeake with the ter- 
dexneſs he did, .and-not to injure hiny- inthe but 
neſs. of complement, it would: be requiſite a mat 
ſhould be as amorous as he was, wiich it 1s now 
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paſt my time to be. Tere ſtill anſwer'd him with 
her accnftomed modeſty, and” without ſeeming 
over-hardly |, or over-eafily perſwaſible, ſhe ſo 
ingeniouſly brook off ſo tickliſh a converſation, 
thatthe'eſteem the 'King had for her was'there- 
by much- heightened, and he was more in love 
with her at. his departure thence, then he had 
been at his coming thither.. From that time, no 
day paſgd, but 'he viſited Camillarand Irene, nor 
did he miſs any night his attendance at the Bal- 
cony, where'he employ*d all his amorous elo- 
quence; toaffureher/how paſſionately he was her 
- Tthapperd-one might, that having order®d his 
guard':notto follow him, he went'up and down 
the; ſtreets of Naples. diſgniz?d, accompany*d only 
by the Prince of Salzna, and he met with fo 
much diverſion-at [ſeveral places, that the better 
part:of the night was paſt', when"he came to 
| Camfilla's Balconiy, Looking about him/more nar- 
rowly, he found that two men had taken up their 
ftation>unider it; of 4f lhot under,: they were at 
leaft ©-near lit;'as fo'lover-hear all the diſcourſe 
whichtiwould have” paſt betweenhim! and Fee. 
Ohe' of thoſe” men pirted' from” the 'other and 
web into' Camillas boufe, and the othercontinud 
ſtill in the ſtreet. The King expeCted'a while, 
to: ſeer if he 'wonlkt be gone and teave: him the 
freedom of the Street;'but finding that he ſtirr'd 
hot fron the place, no-tmore thetrif 'he had been - 
a'Senrine} chargid upon ' pain of death to keep 
bis ſtation,” he grew cout of Patience, and com- 
manded Profpero,:to' go 'and- queſtion! What that 
ftxe-þertbn was; -and'to force him. to/a removat 
thence. The- Prince of Salerna' tnakes towards 
Wete bt I PE him, 
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him, but with ſich preparation and obſervance, 
as if he had been employ'd in ſome hazardous 
adventure. As he 'drew nearer and nearer. him, 
the other made away before him. Proſpero ant- 
mated by his removal from the place where he 
itood , endeavour'd to come up to him, yet-not 
with f much expedition as he. might have done. 

The other made the more haſt to get away, and 
perceiving Proſpero ſtill purſi?d him, he'made the 
moſt beſt advantage he could of his heels, and 
got into, another Street, the Prince of Salerna 

{till following at a convenient diſtance. 

| Mean time, the King ſtirrd not from the place 
where Proſpero had left him, expecting his return, 

that he might ſend him'to give. notice to Camilla 
and Irene of. his waiting for them under the Bal- 
cony ; and ,it is, not unlikely his imaginations 
were "wholly fixt upon his loves (for a, Lover 

never does, any thing elſe, when he is alone ) 
when that-perſon who had parted from him whom 
Proſpero., parſw'd., and was gone into Camilla's 
houſe, was. coming ont again, and taking the- 
King fox his Camerade, © Here Calixtas, [aid he 
| © him, take this pacquet , and make haſt; the 
| © Commander in cheif at Cayerro will, take order 
* for a 'Veſſel for thy. tranſportation to. Mar- 
< [eilles. 

The King, not making him any anſwer at all, 
receiv'd the pacquet of Letters, which he pre- 
ſented to him. © Farewel,Calixtas, added the {ame un- 
* known perſon, the Teſt depends on thy diligence, 

* and thon haſt now in thy hands the fortnine of 
* the Duke of Anon, thy Maſter, and mine. How 
© ingrateful villain ! unparallePd Traytor ! crys 
| ©: King, putting his hand to hs Sword, what de- 
Bb 2 ſign 
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* ſigh Haft thou-contriv'd againſt me ?' 
' Ropers ( for it was nd" other ) exdſperated' at 

Ins-b&ing fo unhappily- miſtaken, 'and by his de- 

ſpairbecoming more wieked then- before,thoughr 


of' nothiig but of 'either' ſacrificing his own life , 
or taking that of:his*Prince, i who -had lov'd him 


ſo well: '' The reproaches he conceiv'd/might be- 
juſtly made him of his Ingratitnde and perfidiouſ- - 


neſs weft as terrible! to*him', as the tortures he 
might have been put t6. He had his Sword our 


as ſoon as the King, who charg*d him' with ſo. 


much rigour and fury; that Rogero , tormented 
with the remorſe of his crime', as :he was, was 
torc'd ro'idefend himſelf: At laſt animated with 
rage,” and rallying all his ſpirits and courage, 
he tio Tenper look&d on his Prince otherwiſe tlien 
as an enemy, whom he'"mult either: deftroy, or 
periſh, and by the'tffortsof a deſperado which 
lie fmade-againit his :Skered perſon, oblig'd him 
alfo' to {defend thirfelf che beſt" he | could. ' Bur 
Kings," who poſſibly may be'as. valiatit as other 
prefons; Are commonly*affifted by a Gents tran- 


ſ{cending-thoſe of other men. Rogero, though he 


charg'd his incen#d King with the 'greatelf fury 
and deſpair imaginable, yet would he not haply 
have been able to hold our long againſt him,” if 
the noſe of their engagement had not brought to 
the place where it paſs'd, ſeveral' perſons, who 
would ſoon: have torn- to' pieces that deteſtable 
ſibje&t, that durſt atremprt the life of | his Prince. 
Some of his own domefticks, and of thoſe of Ca- 
7:3 were the firſt that'came into the ſtreet with 
liohts, mich aſtomflyd to ſee their Maiter ſtrug- 
ling with the King. The unfortunate Rogero was 
ſo cait down at the appearance of the light , 
W:iich 
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Which expo&d-him to the dreadful books of his 
Prince, that he-was not able to endure them; His 
rage and valour forſook him, and: his Arms fell 
from him. The King , who had: the ſatisfaction 
. to ſee him'/wounded, aſter he-had:/had much ado 
with all the afſiitance of his valous, to prevent 
his being -{o by him, ſeiz?d on him with his own 
hands, and committed him to. the Cuſtody, of the 
 Captainof ;his Guards, who had receiv*& Orders 
to keep all that night about the avenues of Ca+ 
milla*'s houſe; and was come in very featanably 
at that time, follow*d by his: Souldiers. 

Proſpero, in the mean time, was {til in parſuic 
of his man, ' who running: away, with all the 
ſpeed he could, had unfortunately met fitll butt 
with the Watch , who that: night, according to 
their cuſtom, were taking their round abour the 
City to prevent diſorders: He diſcover'd 16 
great aſtoniſhment, and was at:fich a loſs in all 
his anſwers'to whatever was ask*d him, that. they 
were refolv'd: to: ſecure; him , though Proſpero, 
who purſivd bim. with his : Sward drawn, and 
made himſelf. known to the Watch, had. not 
commanded them from the King, to cake him 
into their -/ Cuſtody , and to: have him ready 
whenere -he :fhoutid be calld for. : He. return d 
to look after.-the King , and if '/he-was ar tirfi 
fight aſtomiſtyd-at.the-great number of Torches 
he faw in the ſtreet, and to find the King, whom 
he had left: all: alone, {o well accompany%dihe 
was ſo much more., when' he underitood:what 
had paſt between the King and Roger, and ta:f6e 
that Favourite, whom all the Court adored, gen- 
erally detaſted by all and by the Guards __ | 
ed to Priſon; ' 
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* This- accident prevented the King*s:ſeeing of 
Irene that night or at leaſt he forbore it,- becauſe 


he would avoid ſeeing Camilla whom be Rent Proſe | 


pero-to complement ; and withall to affure thar 
he made a diſtinction between her and her Bro- 
ther, whoſe crime ſhould not' derogate- ought 
from the eſteem he- had for her. - Ireze writ to 
him on Roger's behalf, - and, to oblige her Friend, 
did that which the- importunate ' intreaties ofa 
King paſſionately in love with her could not have 
obtain'd. The very next day ' Rogero Was . ex- 
amin'd, and found guilty of High-Treaſon, for 
holding a correſpondence with the Duke of Anjou, 
who. had beſides a great number 'of . other Parti- 
ſans in the Kingdom. He had receivd informa- 
tion by them of the inſatiable ambition of Rogers; 
upon Which intelligence, having propogd to him 
a match - with a Princeſs neerly related to him, 
with ſach advantages as he conld not hope from 
the King his Maſter, that ungrateful Favourite, 
betraying his Faith and Honour, was in requital 
co receive the French into Cayerto and Caſtella- 

mara., of which places he was Governor. : 
The fame Judggs who found him guilty of the 
Treaſon: committed againſt his Majeſty, dif- 
cover'd allo the treacherous 'defign he had con- 
trived againſt the Princeſs of Tarentam. I think 
I told you elſewhere how the Prince: of Salernk 
bad ſhunn'd this Princeſs and difclainyd her con- 
cemms, when he ſaw her in diſerace, arid very ear- 
neitly: courted Camilla, whom he faw'in favour. 
Tam now to' tell you of the fame *Prince, that 
-no  foORep had he perceiv'd , thiat-the King re- 
 Þenreed him of the ifl\treatments and misfortiines 
he had causd Aarda , through the malicious 
: 4 ; | | profes 
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proſecutions of Regero, and was of himſelf in- 
Clird to reſtore [her to her former Honours, and 
reinſtate her in the poſleſſions , which had been 
unjuſtly taken away from her ; and. to. make 
conſiderable additions thereto, but he , the,ſame 
generous Proſpero, who had ſo lately 7 earneſtly 
intreated, the King to promote his Addreſſes to 
Camilla, was now as earneſtly deſiring, he might 
decline her, and. that he would not think amiſs 
of him, if he ſtill, pretended to the poſleſſion, of 
Matilda ;. and in the mean time, he pray*d the 
King that he would order her to be fought out, 
and that he would give him a Commiſſion to find 
her, where ever they had intelligence. that ſhe 
was, and to bring her back to Court. The 
King had his thonghts too full of Irene, that he 
ſhould need a Remembrancer to put him in mind. 
of her Brother Hippolizo, and. it was the greatelt 
trouble he had, that there was no tidings of him. 
He thereupon ent Meſſengers into all parts of 
Ttaly, with . order to find him out, while they 
ſought after Matilda ; and when they had found 
him, to ,bring. him back to. Naples. It was his 
hope, that he ſhould. give, Irene . an, afluranc 
thereby how neetly her cancerns touCh'd hin 
and. how . great an affliction it was to'him, t' 

ſhe knew not. what was become of a Brother, ! 
was ſo dear to her. 

This Amorous Cavalier , having- ſpent | & 
time and diligence in quelt of his exild Pr. 
without any ſuccels, not. ſo much as, e oY 
bn of having, any tidings,of. her , wandre, 

place to place, . as his Horſe | was plead TY ; 

im, not making ſtay ar any,” bur whe! bes 

Jorſe, andallo that of his Servants, whol Foe Do 
Bb4 
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This- accident prevented the King's:ſeeing of 
Irene that night or at leaſt he forbore it,” becauſe 


he would avoid ſeeing Camilla whom he fent Prof 


pero.to complement ; and withall to affure that 
he made a diſtinction between her and her Bro- 
cher, whoſe crime ſhould not” derogate ought 
from the eſteem he- had for her. © Ireze writ to 
him on Rogero's behalf, and, to oblige her Friend, 
did' that which the- importunate * intreaties of a 
King paſſionately in love with her could not have 
obtain'd. The very next day Rogero Was . Cx- 
amin'd, and found guilty of High-Treaſforr, for 
holding a correſpondence with the Duke of Anjou, 
who: had beſides a great number bf. other Part- 
fans in the Kingdom. He had receiv'd informa- 
tion by them of the inſatiable ambition of Rogero; 
upon Which intelligence, having propogd to him 
a match. with a Princeſs neerly related to him-; 
with ſich advantages as he conld not hope from 
che King his Maſter, that ungrateful Favourite, 
betraying his Faith and Honour, was in requital 
to receive the French into Cayerto and Caſtella- 
mara., of which places he was Governor. * - 
The ſame Judggs who found him guilty of the 
Treaſon: committed againſt his Majeſty, dif- 
coverd allo the treacherous 'defign he had con- 
trived againſt the Princeſs of Tarentum. I think 
I told you elſewhere how the Prince: of Saleris 
bad-ſhunn'd this Princeſs and difclainyd her con- 
cerms, when he-ſaw her in diſgrace, ard very ear- 
neitly: courted Camilla, whom he faw'in favour. 
1am now to” tell you of the fame 'Prince, that 
-no  foonNep had he perceiv'd, that-the King re- 
pereed him of the ifl\treatments and misfortunes 
be bad causd A7atyaa , through the malicious 
” | proſee 
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proſecutions of Rogero, and was of himſelf in- 
cliw'd to reſtore her to her former Honours, and 
reinſtate her, in the poſleſſions , which had been 
unjuſtly taken away from her ;; and. to. make 
conſiderable additions thereto, but he , the, ſame 
generous Proſpero, who had fo lately ſo earneſtly 
intreated, the King to promote. his Addrefles to 
Camilla, was now as earneſtly defiring he might 
decline her, and.that he would not think amiſs 
of him, if he ſtill, pretended to the poſſeſſion, of 
Matilda ; and in the mean time, he pray*d the 
King that he would order her to be fought out, 
and that he would give him a Commiſſion to find 
her, where ever they had intelligence.thart ſhe 
was, and to bring her back to Court. The 
King had his thonghts too full of rene, . that he 
ſhould need a.Remembrancer to put him in mind. 
of her Brother Hippolito, and, it was the greatelt 
trouble he had, that there was no tidings of him. 
He thereupon ſent Meſſengers into all parts of 
Ttaly , with order to find him out, while they 
ſought after Matilda ; and when they had found 
him, to ,bring, him back. to. Naples. It was his 
hope, that he ſhould, give, Irexe . an, aſlurance 
thereby how neetly her .cancerns touCch'd. him , 
and. how great an affliction it was to'him, that 
ſhe knew not. what was become of a Brother, who. 
was lo dear.to her... -7-7--. | 
This Amorous Cavalier , having {ſpent much- - » 
time and diligence in queſt of his exile Princes, i 
without any ſucceſs, not.ſo much as the fatisfaCti- - -? 
on of having any tidings,of hex , wandred from... 
place to place, . as his Horſes was pleag&d to'carry * 
im, not.making ſtay at any,: but. when his own | 
ore, and allo that of his Servants, whoſe thoughts 
Ea, B b 4 WEIC 
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the Itle time that fleep forc'd it ſelf upon him, 
it ray be faid, he took as little reſt as a damned 
Son}, and after he had ſpent whole days in ſighing 
on Horſe- back, he many times'trifled away the 
ſucceder Nights , , in making his complaints to 
the Rocks and Trees of the cruelty and abſence 
of Matilda, and'in quarrelling with the innocent 
Stars, which often ſhin'd to his great Conveni- 
ence , ſince he for the moſt part took up his 
lodging in the open 'Feilds, and had no other 
Canopy then that of the Heavens. | Ex 


Tr happer'd one day, that, being fo orepreſ#d. 
with ſadneſs, he little reflefted that his Servant 
and Horſes could not feed on amorous thoughts, 


as hedid; he was got, abont Sun ſet to an obſcure 
Inn, which look*'d* more like a Rendezvous. for 


\Bandits and Rogues, then a place of entertain-. 
ment for Travellers: - Hippolito was riding on, for | 
Lovers are indefarigable, when his Servant re- 


preſented _to him, that their Horfes' "were not 
able to travel any further, by reaſon 'of weari- 
neſs and' want of meat, nor ſpeaking any thing 
of himſelf, who ſtood in no leſs need” of refreſh- 
ment and reſt. The deſpairing Lover was content 
upon-this remonſtrance to alight; bur the Maſter 
of that. wretched receptacle, who! ſtood at the 
door, with ' his Wife ; and another perfon of a 
miſchjeyons look; and one thar ſeenvd to be fome- 
what: off: 4 $omdibr,” came and told him bluntly, 
that ke:had'no accominodation for him, and that 
both his Houſe and Stable” were full. © Hippolits 
was nothing rroubleq at that diſappointment, and 
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were not i much bent upon the retrival of the. | 
Princeſs of Tarentut, as his Maſters, needed reſt 
and” refreſhment. ' For the latter abaring only 
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would. have, kept on his way , whereat his Ser- 
vant was enrag?d, when the Souldier, who ac- 
company*d the Holt, after. he had whiſperd him. 
ſomewhat in the Ear, comes to Hippelito,, and tells. 
bim in the Calabrian Language , that he might 
_ alight, that he wonld heartily reſign his Chamber, 
for the entertainment of ſo noble a perſon as be 
ſeem'd to be; and upon the difficulty which Hp- 
polita made of accepting ſo kind a profter, the 
Hoſt himſelf, who had before been ſo churiih , 
came and held the Stirru p for him to get oij bis 
Horſe, looking on him with a ſmilivg counten- 
ance , which might have ſuthciently diicoverd 
the treacherous intentions of the perion. 

With theſe civilities is Hippolito conducted by the 
Maſter of the Houſe , and the Souidier, hke an 
Ambaſlador , into the Inn. He had no mind to 
eat any thing, and having drunk only. a glaſs of 
water (for Love is dry) he went out to rake a 
walk at a place fit enough. for the humouring of 
his Melancholy thoughts, which he had obſerv'd 
not far from the Inn. His Servant in the mean. 
time fate down to Supper with the Hoſt, his wife, 
and the cjvil Calabrian, who had fo kindly reſign d 
his Lodging to Heppolito. He fed like one that 
had made an eſcape out of a Garriſon. beſieg'd to 
the greateſt extremities , and Drunk fo liberally, 
as that he had. only ſo much diſcretion left, as 
might carry him to give his Maiter notice of Bed: 
time, which he was as likely a man to forget,. as 
could have been wiſh*d. 

He went out to look for him among certain 
Racks, where at laſt he found him, deploring 
the fad poſture of his affairs and affections, and 
bronglit him back to the Inn. They Carrt ' hm 

up. 
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up to a Chamber, ſutiable to the Houſe, rhar is, 


furniſh'd with a couple of wretched Beds , and 


the Partitions ſo bad, that wind and air came in 
of all ſides. H; 3ppolito laid himſelf down with his 
Cloaths on, upon one of the Beds, and his Ser- 
vant did the like on the other , where, having 
his brains and his belly full, his bones were ſoon 
at reſt, and he ſlept fo ſoundly, as if he had done 
it to give his Maſter an example. Hppolizo ſlept 
not, thatis, he would nor, for it 1s as great a re- 
proach for a ſlighted Lover to take a good 
night's reſt , as to commit ſome unworthy 
action. 

It was not long ere all in the Inn were laid to 
take their repoſe , or ſeenrd to be ſo; and that 


there was a general ceſlation of all noiſe, but 


ſnoring, when ſome people on Horſe-back gave 


a ſadden Alarm, and knock'd at the doors, . as 


perſons who were extreamly impatient to get in, 
The Hoſt, who ſtarted out of his Bed upon hear- 
ing of che noiſe, knew them, and - preſently let 
them in. A while after, Hippolito hears the door 
of the Chamber next adjoining to his own oper'd, 

_ and ſeveral perſons going into it, whereof ſome 
came preſently out again, .and the others, who 
continud there, had ſome diſcourſe together. 

The particular concerns of Hippolito were ſuch as 
left him bur little curioſity to make any enquiry 
into thoſe of other people, and he had not liſtn'd 
to thoſe perſons whom he heard talking, if, upon 
their ſpeaking ſometimes louder then other, they 
had not given him occaſion to obſerve one VOICe, 
which he thought was not unknown to him. He 
therefore kept in his breath, 'and liſten'd to thoſe 
who were talking, but could not hear what they 


ſaid, 
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faid, till that towards the'end of their diſcourſe, 
one of them ſpoke fo diſtin&tly, that theſe words 
reacl'd his Ear. '* *Tis even ſo, my Dear Tila, 
© and I tell thee again, that few perſons of 'my 
* quality have been ſo cruelly. perſecuted by For- 
* rune, as my ſelf. She hurries me into diſgracts 
* beyond all former example, yet how great and 
«© infutferable ſoever they may be, I am leſs ſen- 
© fible of them; then of the ingratitude, where- 
« with the bafeſt and unworthieſt of men, hath 
* Tequited the inclination I had to love him ; and 
* yer I muſt withal acknowledge , that this | 1n- 
* gratitude of his towards me is a Tet diſcontent 
* to me, then tliat which I my ſelf am guilty of 
«© towards another. This is the only reproach 
* which perperually attends me, and the remorſe 
* it gives me is a thouſand times a greater tor- 
* ment to my thoughts, then all the loties 1 have 
* received, and all the miſeries and misfortunes 1 
* am now reduc*d to. | | 
Another perſon, who ſeem'd to make her ſome 
anfiver, ſpoke fo low, that Hippoliro could hear 
only Tome words, without any connexton, which 
were many times'interrupted by 11ghs. He there- 
upon got up from the Bed, and drew neer the 
Partition, Which divided the two Rooms ; but 
the noiſe he made was over-heard, by thoſe -20 
whom he wonld have 'liſtned , and fo there was 
6 cellation of diſcourſe, but not-of the ſighs of 
that affliſted perſon , whoſe voice he thorghr 
ſhould be that of Matilda. It may well be ima- 
gir”d that he was extreamly imparient ro knoly 
whether he were miſtaken or not.” To be fatis- 
fd therefore' of ſo important a doubr , he was 
preparing himſelf to get out of tte Rocm, "_ 
© 


——— 


>— 
——— 


Po ————ee—e——coodl — 
O91 GR wy On oe "REELS 9 7 Dry — ogy / 15> IR Fw pR—g om A 


F 
' 
4 
; 
T 
' o 
j 
tf 
! 
| 
q 
41 
1 
1 
q 
| 
» 
it 
i 
1 
{t 


WIPIEIE—Ss oo Bee BS 9 Reo, > ny Ins Rey 


amv wo w—n—s - _— CO I_ ov 
es eee ee a a ee ae et ee OO ST SS” OO 


374 The Unexpefted Choice. Nov8.' | 


of a ſudden the door was oper'd-; upon which, 
by.the light of dark Lanthorn, he perceives four 
men coming in to him with their Swords drawn, 
among whom he took notice of the. Calabrian 
Souldier, and the Maſter of the Houſe. If he 
were ſurprizzd theſe that men come into his 
Chamber, which he might well think was not out 
of any good deſign, they on the other {ide were 
as much at a loſs, that they found him not a ſleep, 
as they expected to have done. Hippolzto there- 
upon drawing his Sword, askd tzem what they 
came for to his Room at that unſeaſonable hour, 
and. in that poſture, and he no ſooner obſerv'd 
them making ready to fall upon him, -inftead of 
returning him any anſwer, but he charg'd them 
firit, with ſo extraordinary rigour and dexterity, 
thac he ſoon forc'd them to find out their way 
out of the Room. His man in the mean time 
awak*d ; run to the place where the noiſe calPd 
him, and ſeeing his Maſter ſet upon by ſo many 
Enemies, he reliev'd him with much Va:our , but 
ere he came in, Hippolito had wounded two a- 
gainſt him , and lay*d the moit deſperate of them 
dead at his feet. The Rogues. fought and defend- 
ec. themſ2Ives with-ſuch animoſity as if they ex- 
pected no Quarter ; but though there had been 
a greater number of.them then t1ere was, they 
could have made no long refiltance. againit the 
valiant Hippolito, ſeconded by a ſervant ſo couragi- 
ous as his was. He afterwards diſpatclvd ano. 
ther of. his enemies, and the other two made a 
ſhift to eſcape. He was ſlightly wounded in one 
Arm, whereat he was ſo incensd, that he wonid 
needs purſue them, and it is not unlikely he wonld 
have dishurtherd the World of thoſe two Villains, 

as 
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as he had done of their Companions, if, amidſt 
the aitoniſhment thoſe lewd men were in, they 
had nor berhought themſelves of the only expe- 
dient they had left, ' which was, to make a tair 
jump of a- whole pair of ftairs, and to ſhur the 
door after them. Hippolito was a good While ere 
he could get it-open, by which means the two 
murtherers got away, and vaniffyd, ſo that he 
and his Servant made a fruitleſs ſearch after them. 
At laſt he returid to the Inn, 'and went up to 
the "Chamber , where he thought he had heard 
Matild?s voice. He found it open, and empty, 
as were alſo all the other Rooms in the houſe , 
which he ſearctyd with no leſs exaCtneſs then dif: 
quiet. '' *Fulvio, [aid he to bis Servant, T have heard 
* Matilda ſpeak, and'I preſently knew her by her 

* voice, and none but a Perſon damird to misfor- 

* tune, as I am, would have miſt her, after he' had 
* been {o near her. 

"'He'thereupon related to Fulwio the words be 
had heard Matilda ſpeak, conſtru'd them as much 
as he could to his own advantage, as he had in- 
deed iome reaſoh to' do, and inſtead of deriving 
any: comfort thence; his affliction was the rather 
augmented , our 'of a perfwaſion that Fortune 
had not'done him the kindneſs toler him hear the 
_ Voice'of Marilda , out: of any other end, then 
that'trom his not "ſeing her, and not knowing 
what was become: of her , his diſcontent might 
be- the greatzr. | He' thereupon went out again 
to make enquiry after the Princeſs in allthe places 

thereabouts, and when he had done 1o, to as little 
pnrpote as betore; he was ſo ſimple as to return 
back again to ook for her in the Inn, where he met 
with an abſouute ſolitude , unleſs it were mn the 
Stable, 
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Stable, out of which Fulvio brought four Horſes, be. 


ſides his Maſter's and his own. 


* Hippolito left the Inn the moſt diſconſolate Per. | 
ſon in the world ; Fulvio propogd to him the'car- 
Tying away of their Horſes, who intended to. have !' 


| been their Murtherers, as being lawful pillage, 
and repreſented to him, that poſſibly they might 
| find Matilda, and fo they ſhoyld have a conveni- 
ence to mount her, and what company ſhe might 
bave with her. . . Hippolito minded not what he had 
fajd, or vouchſafed not to make him any anſiver, 
Y much were. his thoughts orewhelnrd with for- 
: Fulvio tooke his Maſters ſilence for conſent, 
P. having faiten'd the four Horſes one to another 
by the tails, drove them before him ,- with a 
deſign haply, to make mony of them, with the ſirſt 
OPportunity. 
'They rode u and down a nood part of the 
day, ere Hippolito would ſo much as open his 
mouth to make any anſwer to the ſeveral queſti- 
ons, put to.him; by Fulvjo, to divert him from his 
ſadneſs; They loſt their,, way, and were got 
amongſt a.Company. of barren. Rocks , which 
fenvd ſtrangely ſhuffled together along the Sea- 
fde, at the end. wheredf there was a ſandy plain. 
Amidit theſe, rocks , at. a, place where the. Sea 
made a little encroachment. into the Land more 
then ar any. other, -they fell in amongſt a Com- 
pany of Country-people, arnvd with Cudgels, 
Clubs, Pirch-Forks , Halberds, and what other 
Arms they could get. At firſt ſight, they were 
ſomewhar ſurprizd at the ſuden appearance of 
two men on Horſeback, and accompany*d by ſo 
many unmounted Horſes : but ſeeing their num- 
ber ſo ſmall, and deriving a contidence from the 
great- 
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greatneſs of their own, which might amount to 


above a hundred men; they tumultuouſly far- 


rounded thoſe who baply had put them into a little 
fright, and directed the points of their ruſty Arms 
againſt them. Some cry*d out, who goes there? 
Others , what are you? Others, down with 
them. "Others, whence come you ? It was a 
hard task for Hippolito 1 to have anſwerd ſo many 
Interrogatories put to him at once , and if he 
could have done it, the confus'd multitude. which 
made a noiſe greater then that of a Conventicle 
of infernal Spirits, at the conſecration of a Con- 
| jurer, would not have heard him. Art length, a 
| Certain ancient and grave perſon, who made ap- 
| pear afterwards, that he had ſome command 
over them( for then there was nothing to beſeen of 
it ) with extraordinary calling npon them, which 
occafion'd him a tronbleſome cough, as alſo with 
a few baſtinadbes beftow'd on ſome of them, 
causd a ceſlation of their talking ſo loud, though 
not of their grumbling. He' comes up'to Hippo- 
ito, and mildly askd him who he was, and what 
he ſou ght in fo ſolitary a place,” and ſo far diſtant 
from the Road. Heippolito told him he was a Gen- 
ftleman of 'Naples, and that he'was going towards 
Ancona , but had loſt his way. He thereupon 


ask*'d the Commander in chief of that haſtily-arm- | 


ed crue, upon what defign he had got together 
ſo great a number of people ; and he was. in- 
form'd by him, that certain Mooriſh Galiots . 
_ Which had' been ſeen cruzeing along the Coaſt , 
had landed a confiderable number of Souldiers, 
who had Pillag*d ſome places neer the Sea-ſide, 
and npon the little oppoſition which had been 
made againſt them, or rather out of a_covetoul- 
neſs 
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neſs of greater booty, Were imprudently got fur- 
ther -into the Country. . He added, that moſt 


of thoſe whom, he ſaw in Arms with him , had + 


been plunderd, by them, and were, reſolv'd un- 
der. his. conduct to; venture an engagement with 


them, as they, retury'd loaden with-ſlaves and |] 


Pillage, from a Village where in all likelihood 
they would not” leave behind them, but only 
What they could not bring away ; that they muſt 
of neceſſity, fall into their hands, there being but 


that.only paſlage for them to get back to the Sea: 


ſide; and that the loſs of their goods did not: ſo 
much. animate thoſe. .Peafants.to that generous 
attempt , as ra 'of their Wives and Child- 
Ten, . 
 Hippolizo was fo,,mov'd at the relation of the 
old man, thar he profferd to expoſe his life in 
cheir quarrel. | They taok him at his word ; and 
the old Blade reſign'd his command to, him, which 
he accepted of.,. and he prevyaiPd with his Com- 
panions to conſent thexeto, v who from the gallant 
demeanour of  Hippolute, derived no . ſmall confi- 
dence of their x) ſiccels. They mounted the 
four. Horſes | which. the precautious.,; Fuluio had 
bronghr away from the Inn, with four of the moſt 
likety Perſons Es them, whereof the old Blade 
| was one. polito. divided his ,men into three 
parties; he la oneamongſt the Rocks, where 
they could not be” deſcry'd by their Enemies , 
with order they ſhould not ,come out, to fight," 
till they ſaw them, and the Enemies engag'd : he 
planted another party in.a narrow pallage, which 
ted to. the Sea-lide, to prevent the coming up of 
che Infidels that way ; and he -himſelf with his 


Horſe marcl/d before the third party, exhorting 
| his 
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his people to behave themſelves Valiantly, and-to 
\ Cloſe with the Enemies as ſoon as they conld; fo 
to prevent the advantage they might otherwile 


{ make of their Arrows. 


He had no ſooner made an end of giving out 
- his orders, after he had appointed his people their 
ſeveral Poſts, but the Enemy appear'd, to the 
number of about a hundred and fifty men, in the 
midſt whereof there marched ſeveral Hor- 
ſes loaden with booty, and follow*d by the Wo- 
men and Children, whom they brought away as 
Slaves. The Moors, who expected not to carry 
off ſo conſiderable a booty without ſome blows; 
were not at all daunted to fee Hippoliro and his 
Troop marching up towards them , or haply 
lighted them by reaſon of the ſmallneſs of their 
number, nay poſlibly accounted them an aug- 
mentation of the prey. I ſhall not trouble my 
ſelf, or Reader, with a particular deſcription of 
an engagemement between a party of Turkiſh 
Pirates, and a Company of Country people con- 
fuſedly ſhuffled together, though the tranſcendent 
actions which Hzppo/ito did, upon that occaſion, 
deſervd a recommendation to Poſterity. I ſhall} 
therefore only tell you, thar his orders were 
punctually executed, that the Moors were Pre- 
vented making any advantage of their Arrows, 
by his ſiadden falling in upon them ; that he be- 
gan' their defeat, by the Death of their Chief 
Commander, and put a period thereto by ridding 
out of his way , and the World , the moſt re- 
ſolute among the Moore, The Peaſants being by 
chat time a little fleſh'd with their good ſiicceſs, 
knocked down without any mercy as well thoſe 
who fought to the laſt Gaſp, as thoſe who laid 
Cc down 
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down their Arms and cry*d Quarter , notwith- 
ſtanding all the endeavours of Hzyppolito for a cefſa- 


tion of the Maſſacre. The dead were regretted, | 


as much as the common joy would permit, and 


the wounded were look*'d to. Hippolito receiv'd a , 


thouſand acknowledgments, and as many thanks, 
from thoſe poor people, who attribured all their 
fucceſs to his valour and conduct. While he was 
refuſing the richeſt part of the ſpoils, whereof 


they would have made him a preſent, and would 


not do them the kindneſs to go along with them 


to refreſh himſelf after his Victory, Fulwvio brought. 


up to him two Women, in Pilgrims habit, where. 
of one had no ſooner taken off her head a great 
Broad-brin”d Hat , which eclipſed all her face , 
but he found her to be his Miſtreſs Matilda. He 
alighred , or rather flung himſelf down off his 
Horſe, and caſt himſelf at the feer of his Princeſs, 
who embrac'd him with ſuch demonſtrations of 
tenderneſs, as made him forget all the former 
diſobliging returns he had receiv'd from her, oc- 
caſion'd by the tyranny of the Prince of Salerna. 
This faithful Lover was not able to bethink him- 
ſelf of complements pathetical enough to expreſs 
the joy and fatisfaction 1t was to him, that he had 
found her : never did he diſcover leſs eloquence 
in his diſcourſe, and never could he have better 
perſwaded what he defir'd , then he did then by 
the diſorder of his thoughts , and the loſs he 


ſeen'd to be at, as to what he would have faid. 


He was in ſuſpenſe a while, whether he ſhould 
acquaint Matilda with - the pains he had taken 
in queſt of her, and the exceſs of his modeſty 
made him ſo reſerv'd, as that he would have for- 


born making any advantage of what be had 
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done, though he could not well have done a 
without being unjuſt to himſelf. Yet at lait he 
aſſlum'd the confidence to give her a faithful ac- 
count of all his adventures, ever fince his depart- 
ure from Naples, to look after her, forgot not 
what had happer'd to him at the Inn, where he 
thought he had heard her voice. 

Matilda fatisfy*'d him how extreamly ſenſible 
ſhe was of theſe freſh obligations , which he had 
laid upon her, and told him, that ſhe ought hin 
her honour and her life, ſince the defeat of the 
Moors was the effect of his valour and condudt. 
She acknowledg'*d it was no other then her ſelf, 
whom he had heard ſo near him in the Inn ; pro- 
misd to acquaint him by what adventure ſhe had 
been brought thither, and to give him a relation 
of what elſe had befallen her, when there were 
a fitter opportunity to do it, and thar ſhe might 
do it without making others privy there- 
to. EY 
The other Female in Pilgrim's habit, who ac-. 
company*d Matilda, was one of the Women that 
waited on her,named F«lia,who only,of all her Ser- 
vants, had been ſo faithful to her Lady , as to 
participate of her fortunes, and bare a ſhare of 
whatever might happen to her. Iris to be imagi- 
7d that Fulyvio and ſhe confſider'd .that happy 
meeting as a kind of Jubilee ; and for my part, 
[ am apt to believe, that the complements upor 
_ the rencounter were very pleaſant and witty, and 

(1f I may preſume to venture npon a new ex- 
preſſion) . the ſubalternate diſcoveries of their 
Sy were rranſcendent upon that Occa- 

ION 


The victorious Peaſants, who had Hippolito, and 
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Matilda's taking acquaintance one with another , 
renew'd their proffers of entertainment to Hippol;- 
zo, who then made no difficulty to accept of them, 
upon account of the Princeſs. Among others, the 
ancient Commander in chief, who, as I have al- 
ready told you, had brought the Peaſants into the 
field , and Commanded the ragged Regiment, 
before Hippolito came up to them,intreated him and 
Aatilda alſo, that he might have the honour to 
lodge them ; which they granted him. He there- 
upon ſent away one of his Sons, to take order for 
their reception, at a pretty convenient houte, 
which he had at the next adjoyning Village. 

*Iwas now time to think of a departure thence, 
and the Victorious Army would have disbanded, 
had it not been thought civility to wait on Hippe- 
lito to his new Quarters. Matilda and Fulia were 
mounted on the beſt Horſes could be found. A- 
mong the many women who had been reſcwd 
out of the hands of the Moors, Fulvio took notice 
cf one whom he concerv*d he had ſeen ſomewhere, 
and who would have avoided him, as if ſhe had 
known him, and was unwilling to be known hy 
him. At laſt he got neer her, and knew her to 
be the Hoſt's Wife, who would have murther*d 
them at the Inn. He went and acquainted his 
Maſter with* it, having firſt order'd ſome of the 
Peaſants to take her into their Coſtody. 

Hippolito and Matilda with their rerinue were 
entertain'd at the old Mar's who was to be their 
Ho't, with all the kindneſs and good looks which 
could be expected from perſons who' thought 
themſelves infinitely oblig'd, and would make all 
the exxprefſions thev could of their gratitade. The 

caſunts wio ivd in the ſame Village repair'd to 

their 
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their own Houſes, and thoſe who liv'd at a greater 
diſtance took their way  homewards , to enjoy - 
themſelves and be merry after their Victory. 

Hippolito order'd to be brought before him the 
Hoſt's Wife, whom Fulvio had caugd to be ſecur'd ; 
and upon the firſt threats of impriſonment ſhe 
confeſgd, that their Inn was a Rendezvous of 
Bandits, and High-way-men ; that her Husband 
held a correſpondence with all ſich who haunted 
thoſe parts, and that his refufal of entertainment 
to Hippolitoat his firſt coming to their houſe procee- 
ded from his expeCtation,that night, of a notorious 
Robber ,Camerade to the Calabrian whom he had 
ſeen at the Inn, to confer together about a Rob- 
bery they intended to commit the next day. She 
further acquainted Hippoizto , that the kindnels 
which the Calabrian pretended to do in reſigning 
him his Chamber , was only our of a defign to 
Rob and murther him: that night. The Story 
g1ves no account of what was done to this wo- 
man, after ſhe had diſcover*d to them all they 
would have known of her. | 

Supper-time drew on, and Hippolito and Matilda, 
the better to diſznize their condition, would needs 
have Fulvio and Fulia, the old man and all his 
family to ſit down at table with them. After the | 
repaſt ( which I ſuppoſe was ſoon ended, becauſe 
they had not had time to make great proviſion ) 
Matilda would not fatter Hippolito to continue any 
longer in the impatience of being informed of ber 
adventures, and having an account by what tra- 
verſes of fortune ſhe was brought to theInn, and 
afterwards fel} into the hands of the Moors. 

* After the command I had receiv'd from the 
* King to depart Naples, [aid ſhe to him, and that 
; Cc3 [through 
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: tarough the great prevalence of my enemies, I 
© had but that very night allowd me, to pur 
* my felf into a readineſs to comply with ſo 
* rigorous an order, Iimplord the aſfliſtance of 
* thoſe about the Court, whom TI thought I had 
* oblig'd to be my Friends ; butl found, to my 
© regret, that they were only ſich to me pro- 
* portionably to my proſperity. I had yet this 
* greater affliction, that all my Servants forſook 
* me, ſave only Jul:a. She had a Brother mar- 
* ried in Naples , who prov'd ſo generous, as to 
* quit his family and the concerns of his profeſ- 
* ſton, upon the entreaty of his Siſter, and to pre- 
* ſent his ſervice, for my conduct, to what place 
* Tſhould pitch upon for my retreat. Ir is to his 
* diligence I am to attribute it, that though the 
* order for my departure from Naples was brought 
* me With the night , yet I was in a readineſs ta 
* leave it before the next morning. Our- Pilgrims 
* habits of Loreto diſguizd us fo, as that there 
*was no notice taken of us at our going out at 
* the Gares. I rravelPd that day as far as a young 
* perſon of my Sex could have done, who was 
* not wont to go much a-foot ; and we continu'd 
* our Pilgrimage ſeverai dayes after, without any 
* croſs adventures, Yeſterday, ſomewhat late in 
the Evening, we were met in a narrow paſſage 
by three men on Horſeback, whole looks afſur'd 
* us they were engag'd in ſome miſchievous de- 
. © fign. I would have ſhunid them, but aid it 
* with {o much precipitation, and ſounfortunately, 
* that, iny foot ſiipping, I fell down at their Hor- 
* ſes feer, Which torc*'d them to make a ſudden 
* halt. A great hat which cover'd my face, fell 
* off my Head my Head-Cloaths were looſe, and 
* MY 
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* my Hair, wherewith I am well ſtor'd, came down 
© over my face, and ſome part of Body. My 
© misfortune would have it ſo, that thoſe men ob- 
* ſerv*d ſomewhat in me which they fancied. They 
© had ſome diſcourſe together, and ſoon after 
© alighted ; one of them laid hold on Pula, an- 
© other on me, and the third was engag*d with 
* 7ulia's Brother , who had pur himſelf into a 

* poſture to reſcue us, and whom we ſoon ſaw 
© laid on the ground, run through the body with 

© a Sword. From all the misfortunes thar have 
< happer'd to me, and which, of a Princeſs in all 
© appearance happy, have reduc*d to the greateſt 
© miſeries of any perſon in the World, I have rea- 
© ſon to make this inference, that all human pru- 
* dence, and precaution cannot divert the deſigns 
* of Fortune. We mult let her take her own 
* courſe, and aſſume a perſwaſion, that her incon- 
* ſtancy, which hath made us feel her malice, 
© when we thought our ſelves moſt ina condition 
© to defye it, may reſtore us to her friendſhip, 
* when we have leaſt occaſion to expect it. Upon 
© this reflection am I fully refolv'd , continrw?d Ma- 
* tilda, humbly to comply with Heavers diſpoſal 
*of me ; and according to that reſolution was it, 
© that, when I faw my ſelf at the mercy of thoſe 
* unknown perſons, I ſpar'd them the doing me 
* any violence to get upon one of their Horſes , 
© fince I doubted not but they would have done 

* it by force ; and that though I was fallen into 

© their hands, yet death would deliver me out of 

© them, if ever their inſolence ſhould conſtrain 

* me to make uſe of that extream remedy. Fulia, 
* who had loſt her Brother in the encounter, could 
'* not farbear lamentations, yet ſuffer'd hex ſelf ra 
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© be brought away inthe midſt of them, withous 
* any oppotition. It was after night ere we got 


* to the Inn, where you heard my voice. At the 


* firſt hearing of your engagement with thoſe 
© Robbers , we were extreamly frighted ; but 
. when you had fore?d them out of the Inn, and 
that we heard no further noiſe, Fulia and 1 got 
out of the Room where we were. The ſoli- 
tade we met with wherever we came , inſpir'd 

1s with a refolntion to make our eſcape at a 
>ack door of the Garden, which happer'd to 
be open, and the fear of being overtaken and 
brought back again, obligd us to make all the 
Laft we conld to get away. WetravelPd all the 
the remainder of that night, and a good part 
of the day, till the heat of the Sun and our own 
gn forc*d us to repoſe our ſelves amongſt 

ertain Rocks, not far from this place, whither 
we were invited by the ſhadineſs, and where 
_ we were found faſt afleep by the Moors, whom 
* you have thisday fo fortunatly defeated. 

Matilda concluded the relation of her advent- 
ures with new proteſtations ro Hzppolito, that ſhe 
would never forget what he had done for her. 
She would not acquaint him with the place where 
ſhe intended to make her retirement, nor did he 
preſs her to do it. Her defign'd refuge was to be 


at_the houſe, or palace, of one of thoſe petty 


Princes of hal [y, of whom there is good ſtore in 
that Country ; for he that has money may ſoon 
Le Highneſs there. 'Twere eafie for me to create 


a title according to my own fancy, ſince the Hiſ- 


tory names not him, at whoſe habitation ſhe 
retir*d her ſelf; but his name would not contribute 
apy thing of beauty or advantage to my Relation. 

Hippolito 
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4+ FHippolito proffer'd to conduCt her to the place , 
whither ſhe intended go, but ſhe would not by 
any means- permit him,. and with as much ado 
was ſhe perſwaded, at the earneſt intreaties of the 
officious Cavalier, to take his Servant Fulvzo and 

his Horſes, to carry her and Fulia. 
I ſhall not here excite a ſorrow in the compaſ. 
ſionate Reader , by giving him an account how 
mournfully Hippolito tooke his leave of her. I 
- ſhall, without giving him the trouble of any re- 
flection of mine by the way, bring her to Ancona, 
where ſhe ſold ſome Jewels ; and bring back the 
diſconſolate Hippelito to the ſmoaky ruins of his 
burnt Houſe, whither he got without money, and 
of all his Eſtate having nothing he could call his ' 
own, but the Horſe that was under him. * He was 
hardly alighted ere he was accolted by a Gentle- 
man of Naples, who was riding up and down at 
random, in queſt of Mfatilda, as did allo ſeveral 
others, whom the King had ſent into all parts of 
Traly to find her out. He was informed by this 
Gentleman, how Ropero was fallen into diſgrace ; 
how Matildas innocence came to be known and 
vindicated ; the orders the King had granted for 
the finding of her out,-and whatever-elfe had 
paſgd at Naples, ſince he had left it, only he made 
not the leaſt mention of the violent Love which 
the King had for Tree, which was generally known 
to all, and whereof this Cavalier gave Hippolizo no 
information at all, either ous of an exceſs of diſ- 
cretion, or for ſome other reaſon, which I know 
not. You may well imagine, that Hppolito, a 
perſon ſo generous as he was, and loving Matilda 
beyond himſelf, was extremly glad to hear of this 
revolution in hex concerns, though he at the ſame 
ume 
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time nnderſtood that his own made nearer and 
nearer approaches to the precipice of misfortune ; 
the ſaid Gentleman having aflur'd him, that the 
King had promiſed the Prince of Salerna , that 
he and the Princels of Tarentum ſhould ſecure their 
loves by the ſolemnities of marriage, as ſoonas ſhe 
were returnd to Naples. 

Hippolito tended to have made his appearance 
at Court; but he was ſo thunder-ftruck at this 
laſt news, that he refolv'd never to ſee it more. 
Nay his very life grew a burthen to him, and he 
ſo ſhared the converſation of all forts of perſons, 
that he laſt of all the Kingdom knew, that his 
Siſter was look*d on as the Beauty who had an 
abſolute ſoveraignty over the King's inclinati- 
ONs. 

In the mean time, Matilda could not be found, 
and though the Gentleman, whom Hyppolito met, 
had been at Ancona, where he told him that he 
had left her, yet could he not get any tidings of 
her, notwithitanding all the enquiry he had made 
after her. There was a report ſpread abroad of 
the death of that Princeſs, with all the particular 
circumſtances of it, and that report came to the 
Ears of Hippolito, who took it ſo heavily, that he 
was very far in his way after her. But at length 
he recover*d of the ſickneſs it had put him into, 
and the indiſpolition of his 'mind abated pro- 
portionably to the reallumption of his ſtrength and 
Spirits. 

He ſometimes went abroad to take the air on 
Horſeback along the Sea-fide, and it was in one 
of thoſe diſconlolate diverſions of his thoughts , 
chat, after ſeveral reflections made on the misfor- 
runes of his life, h2 refoly'd ro give it a period in 

EnEG 
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the War, which ſome of the Grecian Princes were 
then engag?*d in againft the Turks, who out :of 
Aſia began to make their incurſions. into Exrope. 
But Matilda was at laſt found out, and Hyppolzto 
was fo overjoy'd thereat , that he beſtow*d his 
Horſe, that is, all he had left him, on the perſon 
who brought him the news of it. 

The fame day, his Servant Fulvio came and 
found him out, and was much aftomiſtvd to ſee 
his Maſter ſo extremely caſt down, and in very ill 
equipage, at a time when there was no other ' 
talk aliover 1raly, then of the great influence which 
his Siſter Irene had over the King, and the affeCti- 
on he had for her. He acquainted Hippolito with 
the name of that Prince, at whoſe Houſe Matilda 
had retir'd her ſelf ; how that Profpero was come 
thither from the King, with order to bring her 
back to Naples ; and according to the commend- 
able cuſtom of Servants, of being over-haſty to 
tell their Maſters bad news, he repreſented, ' to 
his, the joy which Matilda- expreſ&d at the ſigh 
of Profpero , much greater then it was, and infiſt- 
ed particularly on the afſurance of affection which 
ſhe gave him. © Nay, the expreſlions of her love 
© towards him, added this indi{creet Servant, were 
© fo remarkable, that ſhe would adorn her ſelf 
* with the old Hat, of which Profpero had ſome- 
* time made her a preſent, which he had ſo often 
* reproacl'd her with, as an extravagance of his 
* generoſity , and which was ſo well known in 
* Naples by the drollery it occaſionwd about the 
© Court. I know not what Devil ſhe had entruſted 
* with the keeping of it, that it could be found fo 
* of a ſudden againſt Proſpero's coming thither , 


© which I believe was little expected ; but it may 
c 71 
© we! 
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right railing at the Princeſs of Tarentum, and that 
with ſo much invection and bitterneſs, that Fppo- 
ito was forc'd to command him to be filent, and 
poſſibly would have bang'd him, had he continued 


any longer ſpeaking of her, without obſervance }. 


of that reſpe& which he ought her. Fulvio told 
his Maſter further, that the Princeſs intreated him 
to meet her in the way to Naples. © How ! cryes 
* Hippolito ,, is it not a ſufficient affliction to me, 
© that ſhe loves me not, but ſhe muſt adde to thar 
© affliction, by obliging me to be an Eye-witneſs 
© how much ſhe loves another ? Muſt I needs be 
* preſent at her careſles of Profpero, purpoſely that 
© he may have the fatisfaCtion toſee me dye with 
* grief, as if there wanted nothing but my death,.to 
* compleat their felicity ? But — ſhe muſt be 
© obey?d, though it were only to ſee, to what ex- 
© tremity ſhe can be unjuſt. 

He was in as good an humour to bemoan him- 


. felfas man could be, and it is likely he would have 


acquitted himſelf of it proportionably to the oc- 
caſion he had to do it, when he obſerves coming 
up towards him a conſiderable party of Horſe, 
which Fulvio atlurd him was that which conduct- 
ed the Princeſs of Tarentum, who out of a deſign 
to ſee Hippolito, had taken her way: by his Houſe, 
where ſhe was in hopes to meet with him. And 
for that reaſon, thongh the King had ſent ſome of 
his Coaches to meer her, yet was ſhe refolv'd to 
make her entrance into Naples on Horſeback. 


Proſp:ro looking on himſelf as the beſt mounted, 


priding in his Plumes, as if he had been ſome In- 
dian 


With that honeſt Fiulvio broke out into down-_ 
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 dian Emperour, thought it his place to ride next 
Matilda, who was not a little importur'd with 
his old expreſſions of Courtſhip. But if the per- 
ſecution had ended with them, her patience had 
not been ſo much exercis'd ; ſhe muſt alſo lend 
herattention,or pretend it,to ſome amorous Songs, 
and the relation of what remarkable things had 
happend at Naples ſince her departure thence , 
and what new'Plays had been acted, and how they 
took. | 

On the other ſide, Hippolito, melancholy to ex- 
tremity, and making a diſcontented compariſon, 
between his former magnificent appearances, and 
the mean equipage he was then in, would gladly 
have ſhun'd the ſight of Matida and his Rival , 
eſpecially being attended as they were by ſo great 
a concourſe of people. But Matilda , who had 
him in her Eye at a great diſtance,and knew him, 
haply by reaſon of Fulwviv, who had left her bur a 
little while before, rode up to him, which oblig*d 
Profpero and the reſt of the Company to do the 
ike. 

Matilda could not but obſerve how much Hp- 
polito was ſurpriz'd at her coming, yet, to make 
one further tryal of his conſtancy, by reproach- 
ing him with a neglect m coming to meet her, 
and to congratulate that happy reverſe of her con- 
dition. © How ! ſaid ſhe ro him, 1s this Hippolato , 
* the generous -Hippolito, the beſt of my Friends, 
© the noble reſcuter of my Life and Honour, and 
* not give me the meeting upon this i{trange turn 
* of my deſtiny ? How much am I the more ob- 
*lig?d to thoſe noble perſons, who though they 
* were inviſible during the eclipſe of my fortunes, 
* yet have come lo far to expreſs their jov ar the 
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© recovery of my former luftre-? If I am not to 

© conſider their civilities as rendred rather to the 
© Prince of Salerna, then my ſelf. I have been fo 
© perſecuted by the Goddeſs who rides not in the 
© Chariot, but is tured about the Wheels of it, 
© that I do not think my ſelf yet ſo far out of the 
© reach of misfortune, as that I may not ſtand in 
* need of an Hippolito, when I have the leaſt hope 
© or thought of his afliſtance. 

Hippolito had no anſwer to make, but to aſſure 
her by Oaths and proteſtations, that he had bur 
Juſt then heard of her happy return, .adding with- 
al, that if he had had intelligence of it ſooner, he 
ſhould have forborn meeting her, out of a fear, 
that a perſon fo irrecoverably unfortunate, as he 
was , might have interrupted the publick Joy. 
This reſpectful reply begar a compaſſion in Ma- 
da towards that faithful Lover, and that oblig'd 
her to afſlure him, that it would have much di- 
ſturb*d her particular ſatisfaction, if ſhe had not 
met with him. She thereupon deſird him to par- 
ticipate of her good fortune, ſince he had ſhewn 
himſelf the moſt concern'd in her adverſines ; tel- 
ling him, that being now fully reſolv*d to diſpoſe 
of her ſelf in marriage, as having found by woful 
experiences, that a young Princeſs, deſtitute of 
Relations, ſtood in need of a Husband to vindi- 
cate and direct her ; and that having already caſt 
her Eye on him, whom ſhe would make Prince 
of Tarentum, it was her deſire, he would honour 
her with his preſence at the Nu ptials, which ſhe 
would be very unwilling to have celebrated with- 
__ out him. 

Preſpero imagining himfelf the perſon princi- 


pally concerid in that affair, added his intreaties 
to 


q F Nov.3. The Unexpetted Choice. 392 ""m_ 


to thoſe of the Princeſs,and,contrary to his cuſtom, 
ſpoke with much civility to his Rival, accompa« 
ny*d with greater carefles than ever would have 
been expected from him. An unfortunate perſon, 
who deſpairs of ſeeing any period of hs miſery, 
explicates all things to his own diſadvantage, as 
one deſperately ſick turns all manner of good 
aliment into poiſon. Hzppolito entertaird all theſe 
Civilites and expreſſions of Matilda as new cruel- 
ties, Wihich ſhe would exerciſe upon him. He was 
not able to comprehend, how her heart could be 
ſo far petrify*d towards him, asto deſire he would 
be a Spectator of the ceremomes of her Nuptals. 
He was ſo abſolutely at a loſs what anſwer to 
make her , and could only look on her with a 
certain amazement. His faithful Servant Fulwio 
was as much ſcandaliz'd at it, as he. He ſtood 
behind his Maſter venting his indignation in bitter 
curſes, and wiſhes, that they had rather fallen 
by the hands of the Murtherers, or the Moors , 
than be reduc'd to the extremities they were 
then in, and at laſt he preſun”d to whiſper his 
Maſter in the Ear with an execrable Oath, that 
he ſhould not go, and that Matilda was a perſon 
Irrecoverably loit to all ſhame, to invite him to her 
Nauptials with Proſþero. | 

| In the mean time, Hippolito could give no great 
attention to the advice of ns Man,in regard Mat:- 
da reiterated her intreaties, aud with ſo much 
importunity, that he could not deny her. She 
would have him immediately mount a Horſe , 
which he had purpoſely order'd to be brought 
for him, and it may be, he wasnot fo well accou- 
tred as to have his Boots on. Thus was Hippolito 


with many fair words courted a Horſeback bnt 
extreamly 


extremely out of countenance, and humour, ride- 
ing of one ſide of Matilda, who on the other had 
. the Prince of Sa/erya. The Princeſs ſatisfy*d thar 
ſhe had proſecuted her deſign ſo as to get his 
Company, made him the only ſubject of her diſ- 
courſe. She took accoſion to diſcover how infin- 
itely ſhe was oblig?d to him, and gave all thoſe, 
Who were neer enough to hear her, a particular 
relation of all the gallant actions perfornyd by 
Hippolito , as well againſt the Robbers who inten- 
ded to Murther him at the Inn, as againſt the 
Moors , whom he defeated afterwards , with a 


ſmall party of Peaſants little acquainted with the 


buſineſs of fighting, though the former had very 


much the advantage as to number. / 


This diſcourſe was perfect diſcord to the Ears 
of Proſpero, and thereſore to interrupt her, he muſt 
needs, how impertinently it matters not, bring in 
the ſtory of his atchievements, the night that Ro- 
gero was taken, and tell them, with what ſpeed he 
had purſid that Calzxtus, of whom we have elſe- 
where ſpoken,as one privy to the correſpondence 
which that pernicious Miniſter held with the Ene- 
mies of his Prince. Matilda gave him no great 
attention , and ſtill directed her diſcourſe to 
Hippolito, though he made littleanſwer to any thing 
ſhe ſaid to him. Burt Preſpero, upon the leaſt oc- 
cation , falling afreſh upon the ſame diſcourſe , 
would be heard, though with the diſfatisfaCtion of 
thoſe from whom he expected audience ; and not- 
withſtanding whatever others had to ſay, yet would 
he not have any thing heeded, but his infiſting 


{t1]l on the important ſervice he had done the State 


and Matilda,and running after that Calixizs fo great 
a priviledge of talking did he atlume to himſelf. 
. He 
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| He would have mortify*d the Company much 
longer with an account of that noble exploit, if 
the King had not appear, attended by all the 
gallantry of both Sexes about Court and City. 

4 Proſfpero expreſPd much joy at the King's advance, 
 a$gconceiving the accompliſhment of his happi- 

. neſs near at hand ; Marilda and the Company 
look'd on it as a welcom deliverance from his 
impertinent talk. He rode up to the King, not 
knowing why he did it, and ſoon after return'd 
' again, till at laſt, like a Muſcovian Interpreter at 
the reception of a Forein Ambaſlador upon the 
Frontiers, . both parties were got ſo near, that he 
thought it time to preſent Matilda to his Majeſty. 
though there was no neceſſity of his taking that 
trouble upon him. She was receiv*d by the King 
as kindly as ſhe could have wiſhed. He made his 
excuſes to her, as to the violence and injuſtice had 
been done her ; charg*d Rogero with all, and for 
reparation of the injuries ſhe had recery'd through 
themalicious contrivances of that diſzrasgd Favou- 
rite, he beſtow*d on her one of the moſt coſider- 
able Counties in the Kingdom. Proſpero, thinking 
himſelf oblig'd ro make acknowledgments of thar 
Princely boon no lefs than Matilda, would needs 
prevent her in the doing of it, but in the midſt of 
his complement brought in his adventure of run- 
ing after Calixitus, as if the King had done it as 
much out of a conſideration of that ſervice of his, 
as the ſufferings of Matilda. But Matilda, taking 
her turn to expreſs ber gratitude to his Majeſty, 
acquitted her ſelf ſo well, that the Audience weze 
at a loſs whether more to admire her humility, 
or her wit. I ſhall not here undertake to:make a 
.Tecital of the excellent 17 a Where he 
| 1c9- 
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diſcover'd her reſentmentsof the King's innocence 


as to all the diſaſters ſhe had wheather®d ont, and 


thoſe of her own gratitude upon this unexpected 


liderality. 1 ſhall only tell you they had the gene- 
ral applauſe of all that were preſent, as I have 
*been aitur*d by creditable teſtimonies. Profpero 
obſerving that Matilda had done ſpeaking to the 
King, who was cafting his Eye about to ſee what 
other perſons he mighttake notice of, would have 
added ſomething to what ſhe had ſaid ; but miſ- 
; traſting it was more likely he would have come off 
with diſgrace, he wiſely forbore it. | 

While the King, the Prince of Salerna, and Ma- 
r1da were thus engaged, Irene was gone to Hippolito, 
whom her Eye had ſingled out, though he ſtood 
behind ſeveral nther perſons ; and perceiving ſhe 
was out of the King's ſight, ſhe caſt her ſeif abour 
the neck cf thar dear Brother, for whom ſhe had 
ſhed fo many tears, and could not even then for- 
bear the doing of it. © Hippolito who lowd Irene no 
leſs than a Siſter ſo amiable and obliging could 
deſerve, entertaind her with ſich demonſtrations 
of affection and kindneſs, as might have rais'd a 
\/mpathy in thoſe among the ſpetators whoſe 
hearts were moſt perrify*d into an inſenſtbility of 
paſſion, fo ſtrangely was his, as it were, dilfoly'd, 
at thar happy intervizw. The King, having dif- 
engag'd himfelf from Profpero, look®d about for 
rene, for he couid not be long without her, and 
- having perceiv'd her with her Brother, his amo- 
Tous impatience 'was fach, that he'would needs 
ride np'to her. Hetreated riot Hippelito asa ſimple 
SnÞject, when the preſented him to his Majeſty. 
Matilda, Camilla, Profpero, and what other per- 
fons'of quality were got neer the King, might 


eaſily 
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eaſily obſerve that he ſpoke to Hippolito after ſuch 
a manner, as argu'd that Cavalier was in a fair 
way to riſe at Court. Bur all the King's kind 
expreſſions and looks were not powerfull enon gh 
to diſpel from his countenance, that could of fad- 
neſs, wherewith it was overcaſt, by the ſerenity 
obſervable in that of his Rival, whole ſatisfaction 
ſeed ſo great, that all others were ditiarisfied 
therear. 

In the mean time , the Sun darting bis Per- 
pendicular rays on that Courtly Ailembiy, grew 
too warm for ſome heads among then, eſpecially 
ſuch as were moſt incluYd to baidne iS, of whom 
ſuch as wore Periwigs had then the advantage. 
All the Gnats, whoſe habitations aremuch abour 
the Sea-fide ; the Flies that ſported themſelves a- 
bout the adjacent places ; thoſe which waired on 
their Horſes,who waited on the King from Naples ; 
thoſe alſo which had 'taken a greater Progret 
with thoſe perſons who accompany*d Matilds ; 
fine, all thoſe wing'd Inſefts, which we may all 


the Paraſites of the Air, ſeem'd to have appointed 


a Rendezvous at the place. where theſe great 
perſons mer, with a deſign to torment both Horfe 
and Man, as much as lay in their little power,and 
of thoſe Horſe: the moſtexpogd to the animoſity of 
the Flies were ſuch as had ſhorteſt tails. The Um- 
brelloes indeed did in ſome meaſtre fecure;ſfuch as 
had them,againſt the heat ofrheSun,but not againſt 
the reverberation of the ſcorcied earth, and the 
Clouds of duſt, which the S;{fole and Diaftole of rhe 
Lungs, commonly called Reſp:raticn,forc'd ints the 
throats of moit there, even of the King bimſelf.In 
a word, the place was not maintainable any long- 
er ; ; bur, co the greater perſecution of thaſe, who 
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were'moſt unmercifully treated by the Sun and 


the Flies; the King thought no time long to be | 
* where Irene was , nor had he yet disburthen'd F 
himſelf of all he had tofay to Marilda. He there- F 


fore ſpoke to her, loud enough to be heard by 
thoſe who were within any convenient diſtance of 
him, in theſe terms ; for I have the relation of 
this paſſage, werbatim, as I may ſay , from one 
who took . what the King faid, word for-word, 
by the Art of Memory , the time and place 
being very unfit for the doing of it by Cha- 
racters. 


© Fair Princeſs of Tarentum, ſaid he to hir, the 


* perſecutions you have ſuffer d under my Reign, 
* and as Fhave already acknowledg'd, in ſome 
< meaſure by my orders, I muſt confeſs have been 
* very great; and the reparation I have made 
* you argues how far I am fatisfy*d of the iuſtice 
* of your ſufferings;yet ſhall I not. think my ſelf fully 
© acquitted, till I have endeavour'd, to the utmoſt 
* of my power, to contribute as much to your 
* fortune felicity, as I have done to your paſt mis- 
-* fortunes. It 1s not therefore enough, in my ap- 
.<-prehefion , that I have declard you innocent, 


'©thar I have re-inſtated you in all that had been 


1 * unjuſtly detaind from yon, and that I have 
-© made an unexpected augmentation thereof, it 
* T gain not your concurrence with the inclinati- 
'<© ons which the Prince of Salerna bath to join with 
* you in Matrimony. liis by the recommendati- 
© on. ] -make you of this Prince , thatI hope to 
© cancel ſome part of my obligations towards you; 
-* and 1t is by your acceptance of him, that I make 
* account.to recompence him: for the important 
* fervices he hath done this State. 

*Ab! 


© Ah ! my Liege, replyd Metilda, be pleagdto 


© be ſo cautions, in -your deſires of being jnſt to 


* Matildz,as that you be not unjuſt to Proſpero. AC- 
* knowledgments may have their excelles as well 
* as 1ngratitude, You would not reward the Prince 
* of Salerna proportionably to his merit, by only 
© beſtowing on him the Princeſs of Tarentum ; and 
* by making: me a preſent-to, that great, Prince , 
© you woutd beſtow on me more than I have de- 
* ſerved. Iam fatisfy*'d with your Majeſty as fas 
* as it is poſſible I ſhould. be, and theſe laſt demon- 
* ſtrations of your munificence, wherewith you 
* have honour'd me, upon a conſideration. of my 
* misfortunes, are ſo dear to me, that they: will 
* henceforwaid be the moſt pleaſing object of niy 
© reflections. If therefore; your Majeſty be to 
* conſcientious in making ſatisfaction where, you 
© conceive your {elf oblig'd; and fince Subjets 
* ought to. regulate their actions according to the 
© examples given them by their Prince, will not 
* your Majelty give me leave, now that 1 am in 
* condition and ability to acquit my ſelf, to do it 
* without any further delay , and to make my 
© ſatisfaction proportionable to the ſervices which 
© have been done me? Approach theh, brave 
* and generous Hzppolito, {aid ſhe to that Cawalier , 
* turning her ſelf towards him, and make your ac- 
* knowledgments of my gratitude, after you have 
* ſo long had caute to complain of my want of it. 
* You have oblig'd me, by a love of many years 
* ſtanding, a:love ſo violent, that all the traverſes 
* of my fortune, all the diſaſters that have hap- 
* perrd to:me, nay all my dildains have nof been 
* able to check into any remiſſion, 1 am indebted 
*to you, beſides the vaſt expences Which that 
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© conſtant paſſion pur you upon , beſides the 
greateſt part of your eſtate ſpent inthe vindica- 
© tion of my quarrel; for your fair Houſe, which 
© was burnt upon my account. Iam further to 
* acknowledge that I owe you my honour and my 
"life, which were. in danger amongſt Robbers 
* ar Moors ; and 1 owe you alfo the life, which 
* you hazarded to reſcue me out of their hands. 
[am as deſirous, generous Hippolito, to acquir 
* my ſelf of theſe obligations, as I have been wil- 
* ling to acknowledge them : but thoſe which I 
: - have receiv'd from Proſpero , as being the more 
© ancient, are more preſſing upon me, and may 
« juſtly claim precedence of yours. - - 

Hippolito grew paleart theſe laſt wordsof Matilda; 
but preſently, that paleneſs diſlodg'd, and a ſud- 
den Scene of bluſhing ſucceeded, as if- he had 
ſutnniord-all his blood and: Spirits i into his face. 
Proſpero look'd on him witha ſmiling conntenance, 
but Fotlorher it proceeded from pity, or a ſecret 
inſultation, none had the time to gueſs at : and 
compoſing his countenance into an amorous poſ- 
ture to look on Matilda he receiv'd her thoughts 
of him; and his pretenſi ons to her ,” in theſe 
terms. 

©Pfrince of why? you "" than much 

© fronble- upon you'to induce me to a perſwaſion 
© that you lovd me from. my Childhood ; I am 
© conceiv'd, and have found, that you have al- | 
© ways treated me like a Child. You always 
* made it your buſineſs to keep her in awe, whom 

© you calrd your little Miſtreſs, and you have 
© perpetually amugd her with rrifling Stories and 

© Songs, of perſecuted her with your checks anJ 


* reproaches, and this at a time, when ſhe ex pected 
| * more 


© more important Tervices from you. - In a word, 
© the greateſt demonſtration of Love you ever 
* thought fit to make her, amounted only to a 
© plum of old Feathers, worn by you, haply ere 
| © ſhe was born, which ſhe promigd you to keep, 
© and now makes it appear, that you cannot 
* charge her with any breach of her word. With 
© that, ſhe took off her Head the Hat, where- 
with the Prince of Salernahad ſometime preſented 
her, and making him a return of the ſame pre- 
ſent, ſhe put this period to her diſcourſe. * Dread- 
* ful Prince of Salerna ! the noble expreſſions of 
* your Love, Words , and Feathers, I here re- 
© quite, by giving you a return of the like ; they 
* may prove more fortunate in your future Ad- 
© drefles to ſome other Beauty than they have 
© done to-me, who thus diſengag*d from you , 
* beſtow my ſelf on Hippoliro', and, by that U N- 
*EXPECTED CHOICE, make him 
© Prince of Tarertum, and account all I have little 
© enough to ſatisfy my obligations to him, whom 
© of all men I have found the moſt generous. She 
thereupon gave the Prince of Salerna his own faral 
Har, with one hand, and with the other faſten'd 
on that of the deſpairing Hippolito, who thence- 
forward ceag'd tobe ſuch, and as little look'd 
for that unexpected happineſs, as Proſpero did for 

his Hat and Feathers. | 
The King and all there preſent were not a little 
ſurprisd at this ſtrang turn; but when he conſt 
der'd how much Irene was concern in that forty- 
nate advancement of her Brother Hippolito, and 
the juſtice which was remakable in the action of 
Matilda, he conld not forbear approvirg it : And 
the commendation he thereupon gave the Princeſs 
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era from falling into thoſe impertinences, Which 
poſſibly his paſſion might otherwiſe make him 
guilty of: For no queſtion but this Satyrical 
diſcarding of him by Matilda , when he (o little: 
imagir'd any ſuch diſaſter near him, and before 
ſo eminent a concourſe of noble perſons, ſtruck 
him ſo to the heart, that he knew not which way 
to turn himſelf, ſuch a conflict of ſhame, confuſt- 
on, and diſtracted thoughts was there apparent 
"1 his very countenance. Nay he was ſo exaſpe- 
rated againſt Matilda, that he would have vented 
bis indignation in railling at her, according-to his 
Magiſterial cuſtom of treating. her, if the fear of 
diſpleaſing his Prince, and the concern of his eſtate 
had not check*d his natural inſolence. His diſtur- 
bance was ſo obſervable, that the King took pity 
on him, and preſenting Camilla to him, after he 
had had ſome private diſcourſe with her,and Irene, 
he told Proſpero, that fo beautiful a Lady as ſhe 
was, With all the eſtate and advantages which 
her Brother Rogero had ſome time been potfleſsd 
of , might in ſome meaſure make him reparation 

for the loſs of Matilda. | 
While the King was obliging the Prince of Sa- 
lerna by this new overture, the whole Court was 
got about Matilda and Heppolito, wiſhing them all 
the joys conſequent to the juſt choice ſhe had 
made of that faithful Lover. They were both of 
them put to the extremities of their eloquence 
to make returns anſwerable to the complements 
they receiv'd upon that occaſion ; and no quelitt- 
on, at the long run, they would have been forc'd 
to repetitions : but the King came up very ſea- 
ſonablv to their relief. © Fair Princeſs of 7 aren- 
| * tum 
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© tum, [aid he to Matilda, I am now convinC'd, that 
nothing argues a juſter deſert of greatneſs, than 
© the imitation of great examples. Such have 
* you given me in your choice of Hppolito, and 
© requital of thoſe ſervices of. his , whereof he 
* hardly imaguyd that you had any remem- 
© brance. Irene is a perſon I conceive my ſelf in- 
* finitely obligd to , upon the account of her 
* Beauty, and that of her vertue ; and, according 
* to your example, I make her the greateſt 'ac- 
* knowledgments I can thereof, by making her 

* this day Queen of Naples. | 
This ſo unexpected a declaration of the Kigg 
had ſuch an effe&t on that noble Aſſembly, as it 
1S more eaſie to-imagine than expreſs; and they 
wereall more ſurpriz'd at it, than at that of AMa- 
tilda. Irene,falling; down at the King's feet,expreſ&d 
her homulity and reſignation , by her reſpects 
and ſilence. The King took her up, contenting 
himſelf then only with a kiſs of her hand, and 
from that time treated her no otherwiſe than 
if ſhe had been the greateſt Queen in the World. 
They took their way towards Naples , where 
all hands and wits were ſet on work about the 
preparatives for the King's Nuptials, who or- 
der'd a ſhort prorogation of thoſe of Hzippolito and 
Matilda,Profpero and Camulla,that one and the ſame 
day might be remarkable in all ſubſequent com- 
putations of tune, for the ſolemnization of thoſe 
three illuſtrious marriages. The King never had 
the leaſt occaſion to repent him of the choice he 
had made of Ireye. Matilda, who was of ſo amor- 
ous a diſpoſition, as to have lov'd the Prince of 
Salerna, much beyond what he deſerv'd, and that 
upon no other account than that he had been 
the 
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; thefirſt who had preſented himſelf to be lov'd by 
her, had an affection for Hppolito conſonant to 
he ſeaſonable ſervices he had done: her, and the 
fincere Love whereby he was animated to the per- 
formance of them. On the other ſide, Hzppolito 
could make no greater acknowledgments of that 
Unexpeted Choice , which , of the moſt diſconſo- 
lare, had made him the moſt fortunate of all Lo- 
vers, than by loving her as entirely, now that he 
was her Husband, as he had done whilſt a Gallant. 
Only Camilla was unfortunate in her match with 
Proſpero : ſhe durſt not refuſe him, out of a fear 
of incurring the King's diſpleaſire , who had 
promisd Irene , that he would inflict no other 
puniſhments on Rogero,than that of a departure out 
of his territories. And fo, to ſave her Brother's 
life, ſhe made her own unhappy, by marrying 
an impertinent and a jealous Prince , who was 
thought ridiculous enough before his Addreſſes 
to Matilda, but, after her diſcarding him, with 
ſo remarkable an affront, became the ſcorn and 
deriſjon of the Neapolitan Court. 
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